
     

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Easter Season 2020-21 in St. Brendan’s.  -   A focus on the parish today: 

A Happy and Holy Easter Day and Easter Season in the Spring and early Summer sunshine. 

Will there be any Easter Bonnets? – Oh I would write a sonnet upon my Easter Bonnet………. 

Some quotations from the passages of Scripture read during Holy Week that lead us into the Easter Season:  

The eve of Palm Sunday: Many of the country people who had gone up to Jerusalem [for the Passover] looked out for 

Jesus saying to one another as they stood about at the Temple: “What do you think - will he come to the Festival or not?” 

The Passion of Mark: Then he [Jesus] took Peter and James and John with him [further into the Garden of 

Gethsemane] and a sudden fear came over him and great distress. And he said to them “my soul is sorrowful to the point 

of death. Wait here and keep awake.” 

A little later the bystanders themselves said to Peter, You are one of them. Why, you are a Galilean. But he started calling 

curses on himself and swearing “I do not know the man you speak of [to me].”  

So Pilate anxious to placate the crowd, released Barabbas to them, and, having ordered Jesus to be scourged, handed 

him over to be crucified.  

Wednesday: The Lord has given me a disciple’s tongue. So that I may know how to speak to the wearied. he provides 

me with speech. Each morning he wakes me to hear, to listen like a disciple. 

Holy Thursday: When he had washed their feet, he said “Do you understand, what I have done to you. You call me 

Master and Lord, and rightly; so I am. If I then have washed your feet, you should wash each other’s feet. I have given 

you an example so that you may copy what I have done to you.”  

Good Friday: Like a sapling he grew up in front of us, like a root in dry ground. Without beauty, without majesty     [we 

saw him], no looks to attract our eyes; a thing despised and rejected by men, a man of sorrows and familiar with grief, 

and yet ours were the sufferings he bore, ours the sorrows he carried. 

 Pilate said, so you are a king then? Jesus answered, “Yes, I am a king. I was born for this, I came int the world for this; 

to bear witness to the truth, and all who are on the side of truth, listen to my voice. Pilate said, truth, what is that? 

It is accomplished and bowing his head he [Jesus] gave up the spirit.  

Updated from Palm Sunday: the children of P5 at St. Brendan’s PS who had celebrated Mass with Holy Communion 

for the first time in November last year, came as one group/community of children supported by their families who 

prepared and brought them safely to the church and also by Mrs. Oates, the HT and Miss Mitchell and Miss Smith, their 

class teachers. The children and their families have given a great lead to the present P4 children and to their families on 

how to prepare for and celebrate Eucharist for the first time. We affirm all the families for their engagement in this 

Sacrament. We praise the manner of dress and presentation generally of all the children who came to celebrate this 

Mass. Jesus, our Lord will have been pleased and the parish has been inspired and encouraged by their response.     

Easter Water and Book of Prayers for every family: at the Vigil Mass two hundred small packs will be presented 

for blessing to be available to every family in the Parish. The sanatised packs from St. Brendan’s, contain a bottle of 

Easter Water and a bound book of many well known and some less well known prayers. Please take home a pack on 

leaving the church and if you know of a parishioner who may have difficulty collecting a pack, take one for that person.  

A new vision for our faith practice is needed. The Vatican Counci calls on us to read the signs of our times. We 

include today a copy of a painting with a footnote by Pope Francis showing the women who go to the tomb on Easter Day 

because they believe. We thank the many women who support our community in our Easter faith. THANK YOU.  

 

 

St. Brendan’s Parish    –   our place of worship.                                                                       
Families, please read the bishop’s letter given with this bulletin AND Children please take…schssh 

– don’t say too much about the cream eggs on the way out of church.                                                                    

The maximum number of parishioners at daily Mass or at Mass on Saturday and Sunday remains at fifty. This 

complies with the government’s guidance on numbers in places of worship. The bishop advises us to continue to 

observe the present restriction while anticipating some relaxation being announced later this month for those 

churches where this is physically possible. The bishop had already allowed for a little flexibility on the limit of 50. 

He has left it to our own prudent judgment. He trusts that we know how to reduce the risks we face and to show 

our collective or shared responsibility for all round safety in St. Brendan’s.  

THEREFORE: if you wish to participate at Mass please enquire with Lynne or Kathleen.  Contact Lynne 

on 07803-314555 or email: lynnekellas@icloud.com or Kathleen on 07585-225837; 

Kathleencosgrove@btopenworld.com.  

The celebration of baptism: celebrating the Sacrament during Mass offers the possibility of families returning to 

Mass and participating again in the full sacramental life of the Church. If it is necessary to celebrate a baptism 

outside of Mass, Bishop Toal has recommended that we follow the numbers permitted for weddings – five at the 

moment but projected to rise to fifty later this month. The bishop comments that although some restrictions may be 

relaxed, it is difficult to foresee the sanatising requirements being changed and providing stewards for additional 

services may be both unfair and difficult to sustain from our present number. Will you join our present group?                                                   

Claire McKeen and Tony McGhee have arranged the baptism of their son Campbell on Saturday 1st May at Mass 

at 9.30AM and Meghan and Martin Smith have arranged baptism at Mass for their son Rory on 11th May at 2pm. 

This week a couple from Vietnam, Trinh Van Thang and Quy Thi Cu came to arrange the baptism of their six 

month old son Leonardo. 

The maximum number permitted at a Requiem Mass or other form of funeral service is unchanged at 

twenty. In the week after Easter we will celebrate the Requiem Mass of Ellen Paterson, formerly of Lodge Tower.  

“On Line” Streaming of Mass from 27th March:                                                                                       

and every Requiem Mass will be live streamed AND the Mass at 6pm 

on Saturday and both Masses on Sunday – 10.30 and 16.30.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                             

Mass for families with children at primary school:  Mass each Sunday at 10.30AM, will be celebrated for 

children. In the preparations for Reconciliation, Holy Communion and Confirmation later this year the 

parish will join with and help all families to experience life in the church at its fullest and best. Please try to 

follow this Mass from home as if you were actually in the church with your children.  

Families with children in P3 and P7, please take note: the Big Hug programme for the Sacrament of 

Reconciliation with P3 children and the Faith Friends programme for the Sacrament of Confirmation with P7 

children will operate as in previous years. This will mean opening the church on a Sunday pm for the children of 

these two class groups to be led through the programme and to demonstrate that they are completing it at home. 

Please keep yourself informed through the parish -   not the School   -    as to the start of this process. A 

child failing to participate in the programmes will delay the celebration of the Sacrament.  

For P3 children the Sacrament of Reconciliation will be celebrated on 25th May in two Services, 5.15pm and 

6.30pm. Sadly not all parents of children in P3 have given a Letter of Request to the Parish for this Sacrament 

The Sacrament of Confirmation will be offered on 7th, 8th and 9th June at 7pm. Each child  who wishes to 
receive the Sacrament should submit a Letter of Request to the Parish. We want to encourage families to attend 
and it may prove possible to allow three persons to attend the Sacrament with each child because so far there 
have been only 36 Letters of Request. We will update families in the coming weeks about this possibility. 

Nobody told me: a parishioner telephoned to say that they were disappointed they hadn’t been informed of an 

element/aspect of the celebration of one of the Sacraments by their child. That complaint could not be and wasn’t 

accepted. All relevant information is given out in every conceivable way. PARENTS - PLEASE TAKE CO-

RESPONSIBILITY WITH THE PARISH AND ACTIVELY ENQUIRE -   DON’T WAIT.       
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PRAYER INTENTION REQUESTS FROM PARISHIONERS:                                                                                                                                         

Prayers on her birthday: Sister Teresa of the Holy Spirit [80th birthday on last Thursday]. 

those who died recently: Frank Lynch [Newmains]; Margaret Lang; Patrick Meechan [Wishaw]  

those whose Month Mind or Anniversary occurs about now: Connie McGinn; Helen Leary; Robert Timmons;               

Rosemarie Timmons; Stephen Timmons; Michelle Carroll; Canon Denis Keane; Hugh Campbell; James Collins;  

John & Bridget Fagan; Michael, Andrew and Peter Fagan; Jimmy Stewart;  

Birthday Remembrance: Thomas Young 
 

THE YEAR OF THE FAMILY 2021                    LIFE IS PARTICIPATION IN COMMUNITY. 

On Holy Thursday Molli Cassidy of 6th Year at OLHS followed the footsteps of her mother [and her gran in St. 

Theresa’s Newarthill] by agreeing to serve as a Minister of the Eucharist in this parish.  

On Good Friday, Lesley Ann Henderson a mother of two young children, agreed to distribute Holy Communion at 

the 12 Noon Service for children. Lesley Ann will consider accepting this commission on a longer term basis. It is both 

good and appropriate to carefully consider all that this involves before taking up this nomination from the community.   

Next Sunday we will re-dedicate the statue of the Child of Prague which had been displayed in the temporary Mass 

Centre in the former Co-op building before the church was built. The statue will stand on the new plinth adjacent to the 

statue of St. Joseph. The Pope’s Declaration about the Year “Amoris Laetitia Family” came into effect on St. Joseph’s 

Day.  We had introduced the Jam Jar Project to mark this Declaration by the Pope. Twenty families can participate by 

taking a Jar from the stewards at the Main Entrance.  

Make use of the six pages of spiritual themes to carefully decide on things to do as a family. 

1. Retain the Jam Jar as a reminder of your commitment to your tasks and as a means of storing items of 

value or of future activity within and perhaps beyond Pentecost Sunday.  

2. Pray the daily Prayer of Pope Francis to the Holy Family printed on the Prayer Card with the Jam Jar. 

Our parish gives thanks for: 

1. All parishioners of all ages who have returned to share in our community’s life of worship of God. 

2. All who made the return of parishioners during Holy Week both possible and safe by serving us as 

cleaners, stewards, readers, ministers of the Eucharist, vocalists and organist, floral arranger, banner 

men, and as an essential to our organization and preparation for Mass celebrated both orderly and on 

time - our Sacristan. Anne Therese has worked tirelessly over the Easter Triduum. We thank you again! 

3. The donation of the high cost of re-furbishing our tall brass flower stands and separately to cover much 

of the cost of the flowers which adorn the Sanctuary on this Easter Festival.   

Parish 200 Club for the year 2021-22: 65 members have re-joined or joined. Thank you very much. Please make 

payment (cheque payable to St Brendan’s Church or Cash) for £24 per membership in an envelope, with Name, 

Address and Contact Telephone Number   Envelope/payment can be handed in to Church or to John Campbell, 5 

Annan Grove, ML1 2BS.  Liam Connelly won the Draw for March - Congratulations to Ella and Liam.   

Finance: this week the bishop issued instructions regarding how the contributions from parishes to meet Diocesan 

expenditure will be re-assessed because of the pandemic. We will report on this next Sunday but please consider this 

Appeal - yet again - to join the Gift Aid Scheme and increase our income without any loss of income to any 

parishioner. Gift Aid envelopes for year 2021-22: please uplift at the Main Entrance from one of the stewards.                                                                     

 

 

 

  

Easter Sunday within the Octave [Eight Day Celebration] of 

Easter and the Season which ends on the Vigil of Pentecost.                                            

Fourth April 2021. 

 

Liturgies for this week: 

Monday: Mass at 11.00 AM   - Note not 9.30AM -   with up to fifty persons 

attending [streamed live on our Facebook page.] 

Tuesday: Mass at 9.30AM streamed live from Aberdeen [church will be closed] 

Wednesday: Mass at 7pm with up to fifty persons attending [open to all but 

telephone to secure a place. Streamed live on our Facebook page] 

Thursday and Friday: Mass at 9.30AM 

Saturday: Vigil Mass of Sunday at 12 noon and again at 6pm. 

The parish’s Facebook page and Twitter feed show any changes to the schedule. 

 

http://www.facebook.com/saintbrenrc

