
     

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A new beginning for the Church has begun! 

YOU ARE WELCOME  -  ALL ARE WELCOME, All ARE WELCOME   -   IN THIS PLACE! 

Today we celebrate the Solemn Feast of the Assumption of Our Lady into heaven, this is known 

in the Eastern Christian Church as the Dormition of Mary - her sleep in her Son, Jesus the Christ. 

The bulletin content has focussed in recent months on issues of organisation and administration, but from 

today the bulletin will focus on our spiritual life and its importance to us, our family and the parish family.                                                                                                                            

As we invite the families of Muirhouse to feel part of the parish family, we ask them to note these words of 

Bishop Toal: where your home is situated determines the parish into which you are called to live out your faith in 

Jesus. Therefore, for all whose home is situated within the boundary of this parish, we offer these passages written 

by two women in religion: [1] Saint Clare from Assisi who founded the religious Order: the Poor Clares and [2] 

Sister Maria from Dublin, who is a member of the St. Andrews Hospice community of religious sisters in Airdrie.   

A passage from a letter of St Clare to Blessed Agnes of Prague 

Happy the soul to whom it is given to attain this life with Christ, to cling with all one’s heart to him whose beauty all the 

heavenly hosts look on forever, whose love inflames our love, the contemplation of whom is our refreshment, whose 

graciousness is our delight, whose gentleness fills us to overflowing, whose remembrance makes us glow with happiness, 

whose fragrance revives the dead, the glorious vision of whom will be the happiness of all the citizens of the heavenly 

Jerusalem. For he is the brightness of eternal glory, the splendour of eternal light, the mirror without spot. 

Look into that mirror daily, and ever study in it your own face and expression, that within and without you may adorn 

yourself with all manner of virtues and clothe yourself with the flowers and garments that suit the daughter and chaste spouse 

of the most high King. In that mirror are reflected poverty, holy humility and ineffable charity, as, with the grace of God, you 

may perceive. 

This mirror, Christ himself, fixed upon the wood of the cross, bade the passers-by consider these things: ‘All you who pass 

this way look and see if there is any sorrow like my sorrow.’ With one voice and one mind let us answer him as he cries and 

laments, saying in his own words: ‘I will be mindful and remember and my soul shall languish within me.’  

 

A Prayer composed by Sister Maria of St. Andrew’s Hospice in Airdrie. 

I see my solitary existence in the vastness of life  

and I know I will leave hardly a mark on this impressionable planet. 

 

But I am conscious of my connection to the inextinguishable brilliance of your light 

flooding through me and changing each cell in my body.  

 

And around me I see others in their solitariness overcome by the same force of light, 

transformed into new selves and visible to each other in their transparency. 

 

Oh my God, how beautiful is your light.  

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

The wise and the thoughtless bridesmaids. 

At midnight there was a cry, “The bridegroom is here! Go out and meet him.” At this, all those bridesmaids woke 

up and trimmed their lamps, and the foolish ones said to the sensible ones, “Give us some of your oil: our lamps are 

going out.” But they replied, “There may not be enough for us and for you; you had better go to those who sell it 

and buy some for yourselves.” They had gone off to buy it when the bridegroom arrived. Those who were ready 

went in with him to the wedding hall and the door was closed. The other bridesmaids arrived later. “Lord, Lord,” 

they said, “open the door for us.” But he replied, “I tell you solemnly, I do not know you.” So stay awake, because 

you do not know either the day or the hour.’ Matthew Chapter 25, 1-13 [just before the start of the Passion of Jesus.] 

 

In his book, Making Time for Prayer, Jesus and God, Fr. Gerald O’Collins, Jesuit Priest, writes for those who 

want to pause regularly and reflect on the deeper realities. We will use thoughts from this book here each week.     
 

 

 

St. Brendan’s Church    –  the place of worship and Sacraments for families.    

Bishop Toal has directed that: keeping things safe for all who come to St. Brendan’s is our priority.   

Telephone Kathleen on 07585-225837 or Lynne on 07803-314555 for any information you feel you need 

to get back as soon as possible into the way of attending Mass in this your parish on Saturday or Sunday. 

The options for Mass times are set out on the front cover of this bulletin.                                                                                                

From this weekend, Jamie and Cat Bulloch with their daughter Lucy who is in P6, will provide the music 

ministry at the Saturday Vigil Mass, now celebrated at 5pm. Thank you for all you have done in providing 

the recordings of the Psalms which have been played at all our Masses at the weekend since July 2020. 

                                                                                                                                                                                               

Sacramental Preparation and the invitation to each one to enter into relationship with your Parish.   

Last week Bishop Toal issued a letter to “All the Faithfull.” He asks every Catholic in this Diocese to consider 

seriously the commitment they made to Jesus Christ to live their faith to the fullest possible way and to bring up 

their children in such a way as to “keep the flame of faith alive in their heart.”  

 

All families with children who will engage with the Church through this parish for the celebration of Sacraments 

should read what the bishop has written. His words guide every part of our Sacramental preparation/celebration. 

The bishop’s letter is still available from next to this bulletin if you didn’t get it last weekend. 
 

“First Holy Communion Mass” on Second October at 11 AM. Some of the many important spiritual elements to 

consider for this Sacrament because we start our preparation with the children this weekend: 

 

1. As an absolute priority [which is welcomed by participants], between now and 2nd October and hopefully 

thereafter, each child is invited and expected to attend our Mass at 10.30AM with their families each Sunday.   

2. To begin the “parish centred” preparation, the names of the children will be read aloud and all those present 

will then go to the hall to meet with the leaders of the Children’s Liturgy, to be introduced to the Faith Friends 

programme for this Sacrament. They will meet there each Sunday until the end of the preparation. 

3. The Faith Friends programme lasting four weeks will begin on Sunday 29th August and finish on Sunday 19th 

September, but the full preparation period starts today and ends on Sunday 26th September.   

4. Parents or Carers are invited to attend Mass this Wednesday, 18th August at 7pm after which a meeting will 

follow in the church at or about 7.45pm. Families will learn something of the theology of the Sacrament which 

has led to the decision in this parish to limit the number of people able to attend and participate with each child 

in the Mass on 2nd October  -   with their names being given in advance to the parish.  

5. The limitation of numbers at the Mass on 2nd October is to parents, sisters and brothers [if any] and 

grandparents [if any] or if none, to other family members equal in number and significance of relationship as 

grandparents. The purpose of this provision for the Mass is to establish and enhance the spirituality of the 

celebration of Eucharist within sharing in the experience of belonging to the parish family. 

6. On Sunday 3rd October, the parish would love the children to participate at Mass with as many of their family 

and extended family as they wish, to be greeted by the 10.30AM children’s Mass community, and to receive 

the Eucharist as a member of that community and remain as a committed member of this parish.  

7. The parish invites teenagers from S4 age upwards to help in leading the Faith Friends programme for the 

children in this group along with the Children’s Liturgy Leaders. Margaret will co-ordinate this. The Church 

and we as the local church, must address why there are so few teenagers attending Mass on Sunday. They are 

the future of this Parish as they are in every parish.    

 

Bishop Toal gave instructions in January 2019 that our   -  people and clergy in Muirhouse  -    is to build up 

the Worshipping Community at Mass on Sunday. This instruction is still in place and each person who feels 

they belong in this community needs to contribute for it to be fulfilled.  

 

The Piety Stall has been re-stocked and restored inside the main entrance of the church by Evelyn, May and 

Elspeth, with the help of Richard and Lucy. The stall will be open only at the end of each Mass from next weekend 

to avoid congestion before Mass. Please re-enter the church after Mass from the main entrance to browse or buy.                                                                                                                                                        

The My Day by Day booklets and the Magnificat booklet are available for the month of August. After the 

first week of every month these booklets are offered to parishioners to take and use. Please take them to use.  

 

In September we will take up the important Diocesan Collection for the cost of training [Formation] of our 

Ecclesiastical Students, both seminarians and diaconate students. 

 

  If celebrating Mass with my own community lies at the heart of the practice of my Catholic faith   -   



PRAYER INTENTION REQUESTS FROM PARISHIONERS:                                                                                                                                         

Birthday Remembrance: William McGinn; Charlie Dobbin; Agnes Weir. 

for those who have died recently: James McCarron [Cleland]; Phil Brogan [Clarkston]. 

those whose Month Mind or Anniversary occurs about now: Connie McGinn; Cathie Kerr; Thomas Donnelly;                         

Elizabeth McGhee [1st Anniversary on 20th]; Michael and Bridget Whelan; Bill Armstrong; Anne Dunbar [4th]. 

THE YEAR OF THE FAMILY 2021:          COMMUNITY      

Stewarding: last week our Diocese issued Instructions/Recommendations which we applied to our own 

circumstances. Then our Diocese altered the instruction regarding the age at which children should wear face 

coverings and then this week the Bishops’ Conference issued its Instructions for all parishes in Scotland to 

follow. The stewards met on Thursday evening to consider these provisions because we must give well informed 

directions to all who will attend Mass. Every touched surface must be sanitised each time the church is used. 

THANK YOU from all of us to those who have served as stewards. Justice demands that we support these our 

fellow parishioners by sharing these tasks with them. Those who are about to resume at Mass are invited to 

come forward and to share in this ministry of service: brother, sister let me serve you, let me be as Christ to you.    

Ministry of Lector, Ministry of Acolyte and Ministry of Cathechist in this parish: the insert with this bulletin is 

another letter by Bishop Toal addressed to “All the faithful” in this Diocese. It is therefore addressed to you as it is 

about the priesthood given to you through your baptism. Please read it carefully. What is the difference between a 

lector and a proclaimer of Sacred Scripture, or between a Eucharistic Minister and an Acolyte and between a 

Cathechist and a leader of the Children’s Liturgy? Lectors, Acolytes and Catechists, are the laity further formed and 

instructed in these ministries and ordained into them by the Church, as inspired by God’s Holy Spirit.  

Family matters: Fr. Ness will visit his daughter in Germany during a week beginning 30th August from early on 

Monday to late on Friday. The Spiritan Fathers will replace Fr. Ness here each day to celebrate Mass;    AND             

Clare McAlinden thanks all who have been so gracious to her on her 90th Birthday last Friday. She participated at Mass 

with her son, Danny, two daughters in law, her sister, Elizabeth, and brother-in-law. Mass will be offered in thanks.     

Netherton Court Care Home: we have resumed our ministry with the residents of the Care Home who now include 

our parishioners Rose Thomson, Ellen Jordan and Annie Tierney. We thank Elspeth and Elizabeth for joining Fr. Ness 

there each Saturday pm, to pray and sing with and bring Holy Communion to, those who have made their home there.  

Finance Committee: the Diocesan Surveyor has inspected the whole area of the car park and has estimated the cost of 

repairing and restoring it at between £50k and £60k. Enquiries are being made into the availability of grant assistance.  

NLC  has been alerted to the possibility that the Car Park will be closed and the School Board has been informed that 

we may need to close the car park for safety reasons, without warning.                                                                                         

Opening: the hall will open next Wednesday evening to the Dance Class  -  Richard now holds the parish’s 

diary. On the following Wednesday 25TH August we will celebrate Mass in the Hall at 09.30 followed by the 

Coffee Morning, On Monday 23rd August we will celebrate the re-opening of the hall for the Monday Club  

The SCIAF Summer Appeal is to help those suffering in Tigray, Ethiopia, due to the terrible consequences of the Civil 

War there. Bishop Toal visited the Diocese of Adigrat in Tigray and the funds raised by SCIAF this summer will go to 

assist that Diocese. SCIAF have intensified this week their Appeal for these people, asking our help. 

    

       

  

 

The Assumption.    Twentieth Week in Ordinary Time.   

Fifteenth day of August 2021.                       WELCOME 2 U All 

Special Collection held back from July – Peter’s Pence: taken up today 

 

Liturgies for this week: 

Monday, Tuesday, Thursday and Friday: Mass at 9.30 AM [streamed live on our 

Facebook page.] 

Wednesday: Mass at 7pm.  [this will continue with a RENEWED invitation to those who 

work during the day that they might attend this Mass in the evening. 

Saturday: [Mass at 9.30 as and when announced]; the Vigil Mass is now at 5pm. 

Sunday: Mass at 10.30AM [celebrated and presented for children with their families -     

please see the Note on page 3 of the bulletin about this Mass] and at 4.30pm. 

[Mass on Saturday at 5pm and Mass on Sunday at both 10.30AM and 4.30PM is streamed live 

on our Facebook page.] 

The parish’s Facebook page and Twitter feed show any changes to the schedule. 

                                                                                      

http://www.facebook.com/saintbrenrc

