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The final week of the Church’s Liturgical Year 2019-2020 in St. Brendan’s.                                                         

By the time you read this weekly bulletin the fourth and the fifth First Holy Communion Mass for this year 2020 will 

have been completed.  This year the celebration of the Sacrament of Reconciliation was delayed from March until 

October. It involved the children breaking into small groups on separate evenings for this to be done. Similarly the 

celebration of First Holy Communion was delayed from May until November and involved the equal division of the 

children into four groups of eight children. The last group divided into two sub-groups of four children who all 

celebrated the Sacrament beautifully today, Saturday, just as the other children  had done.   

What have we learned from this experience of the two Sacraments? We have paid great attention to it since June 

2019 and invested much time and resources through our priest and our parishioners. We have committed significant 

sums from our financial resources in ways perhaps not realised by the families but very important for their children.  

To put the question often asked by Jesuits, such as Pope Francis who is a Jesuit    -    where has God been for us in 

this experience? Here are some questions for all parishioners to consider but especially the parents of families with 

children at Primary or Secondary School age as we approach the celebration of three Sacraments in 2021: 

1. How enthusiastic and confident are you as a parent to take up the ministry of teacher to your child about the 

sacraments? Do you feel you are equipped to take up this spiritual role which will fall on you because of the 

promise you and made at your child’s baptism? For those parents who led the Faith Friends programme at home 

and who were asked to assist your child in learning at home the prayers of the Mass, did you put your heart and 

soul into this dynamic role and opportunity to spiritually guide your child? How well does the content of your 

child’s Faith Friends booklet represent your level of pastoral and spiritual engagement over the last few weeks?                                                                                                                                                               

DID YOU GIVE WILLINGLY OF YOUR TIME AND OF YOURSELF?                                                             

What impact do you think you will have had on your son or daughter and what memory will they carry forward 

about the Sacrament of Reconciliation and of the Eucharist, if celebrated this year for the first time? 

2. Next year should the Parish rely on the spiritual preparation of the children for Reconciliation and Eucharist for 

the first time and also for Confirmation being carried out largely at home or should it insist that it be directed by 

the priest with help from parishioners, and complying with the protocols set by the Government and the Church? 

3. Just as in other parishes of this Diocese and also in those less populated areas, should all of the public aspects of 

the celebration of the three Sacraments in 2021 be directed by this parish  -   from registration for inclusion in the 

programme to engaging with the community by the regular participation at Mass, through to the timetabling and 

format of the celebration itself? Is a smaller number of participating families likely to result from such a change. 

Is the role of the School the catechesis of the children as part of the educational curriculum and the role of the 

parish the celebration of the Sacraments whole and entire? 

4. Have you been aware of the mission set for priest and people by Bishop Toal two years ago to build or rather re-

build a worshipping community here. We have increased the width and depth of full, active and positive 

participation in the spiritual and sacramental life of St. Brendan’s but has it included you and your family?  We 

don’t want to and any way we can’t go back to the way of halfhearted engagement in parish life or of paying lip 

service to the preparation of our children in St. Brendan’s for the Sacraments from Baptism to Confirmation.   

5. The preparation programmes for the Sacraments of Reconciliation, Eucharist and Confirmation will begin on 

Saturday/Sunday 16th/17th January 2021 when the registration forms for each of the three Sacraments will be 

made available.  The three programmes   -   the Big Hug and the two Faith Friends programmes will be discussed 

and reviewed before then by the leaders of the Children’s Liturgy and changes made as appropriate.  

Many have shown a great love for St. Brendan’s by first volunteering to serve as a steward when the first Lockdown 

came to an end. They have maintained their desire to help the community. Glasgow Archdiocese has recently 

approved the phrase “Service staff.” They are not staff. They are like you. They want the best for your family and 

your child every time you or they come into St. Brendan’s church but especially when they come here to celebrate the 

Sacraments. Let us thank them wholeheartedly.            

                                                                                                                                                                        

                       

St. Brendan’s – Tier 4 Protocols   -   now in place in North Lanarkshire.                    
From this weekend participation at Mass will be reduced to twenty persons. We explained two 
weeks ago in detail how we will achieve this and we summarized this last week. Lynne and Kathleen 
have telephoned everyone who had either come to Mass or said they wished to come to Mass and 
have confirmed to them the method we will use to provide safely for the celebration of Mass: 

Midweek Morning Mass:  parishioners and visitors have been allocated alphabetically into two 
groups. Each group will be given two mornings for Mass   -  either Monday and Thursday of each 
week or Tuesday and Friday.  If you cannot attend Mass regularly on the appointed day, your place 
will be left vacant. We hope that everyone will act with consideration for the other parishioners. If 
you know you won’t be able to attend Mass regularly please give up your place so that it may be 
allocated to another person. If you wish to attend at Mass only on occasions please telephone Lynne 
or Kathleen so that we might do our best to allocate a place on the specific day you wish to come.  

 at 9.30am and every Requiem Mass will be live streamed.  AND ALSO 

Mass at 6PM on Saturday and at both 10.30AM and 4.30pm on Sunday.      

Wednesday: reserved for a Requiem Mass or to take the group of parishioners who were unable to 
participate at Mass because a Requiem Mass will/had been celebrated on one or other of their 
allocated days   -  such as a Monday or a Friday.                                                                                                            
From now until 30th December:  Mass will be celebrated at 7pm on Wednesday. Parishioners who cannot 
attend morning Mass and/or cannot attend Mass on either Saturday or Sunday, will get priority to participate 
at this Mass. A place can be reserved in advance for any Wednesday with either Lynne or Kathleen. 

Saturday and Sunday: at present the fifty places at each Mass are used. There is a waiting list of 
parishioners for a place at each Mass. These fifty persons listed for each Mass and those in waiting 
for that Mass have been formed into three “weeks” of twenty participants with known family 
groupings being kept together in  the sequence 1, 2 & 3. Please do all that you can to come to Mass on 
the appointed Saturday or Sunday in the week allocated to you. 

To participate at any Mass in the church:  Lynne Kellas and Kathleen Cosgrove record the identity of 
parishioners for the purpose of “Track & Trace”.  Contact Lynne on 07803-314555 or by email: 
lynnekellas@icloud.com or Kathleen on 07585-225837 or at: Kathleencosgrove@btopenworld.com                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                

STEWARDING: aged between 18 to 70. Can you help? More men and women are now needed. Few 
have come forward to increase the original number who volunteered. Please help.   -  contact 
Kathleen Cosgrove to send you an ID Form if you wish to help.                                                                                      
OUR STEWARDS NEED YOUR PRACTICAL SUPPORT.  WE URGENTLY NEED OTHERS TO HELP.   

Matters distinct from the effect on us of Tier 4 Status:                                             
Facebook: A “live” statement by Fr. Ness will be broadcast regularly and perhaps daily to highlight 
information about the parish in a very fast changing situation. The most likely time will eb in the early 
evening. Please do all that you can to share accurately with other parishioners the information which he will 
distribute in this way.     

Memorial Mass Saturday 28th November at 2pm: for those parishioners whose Requiem Mass or funeral 
was celebrated in this parish in the period 1st November 2019 to 31st October 2020. Any family wishing to 
attend SHOULD REGISTER ASAP with Lynne or Kathleen for this Mass. Numbers attending will be restricted 
to twenty.  

November Lists: are available for completion and to be laid out at the shrine at the altar.  Those named on 
the Lists will be prayed for at every Mass during November.                                                                                                                                                                                   

Our Sacramental Life: Jamie and Tracy [Ferguson] Wanless will bring their baby boy, Jaden Alan Wanless, 
to the church for baptism. Tracy and her older sons, Josh and Jack, come with her dad and uncle Pat as a 
family group to the Vigil Mass. They try sincerely to fulfill the promise she as a parent will be asked to make 
at baptism  -  to bring up all her children in the Catholic Christian faith.                                                                              

All parents are invited today on reading this to consider the promise they like Tracy made [to God] 
at the baptism of their child or children  -  to bring up their children in the Catholic Christian faith. 
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PRAYER INTENTION REQUESTS FROM PARISHIONERS: 

those who have died recently: Maureen McMahon [82]; John Neeson; Jim Doyle. 

those whose Month Mind Remembrance or Anniversary occurs now: Josh & Anne Owen and Agnes Bryce; 

Cathie Kerr [1st Anniversary today] and Gerard Kerr her son; Samuel Logue; John & Agnes McCourt; 

5th December marriage celebration: ‘Tricia Timmons and Stephen Leary, the parents of Olivia and Michael and Jude 

will celebrate their wedding here with family and friends. We share their joy as they complete all preparations.  

Points of Information in summary form:                                                                                                             

Pastoral Letter: commenting on the restrictions introduced under the Tier 4 regulations has been issued by Bishop 

Toal to be distributed with this bulletin. 

Our Lady’s High School Memorial Mass for those killed in the two Global Wars of 20th Century: will be 

celebrated by Fr. Ness as chaplain to the School on Thursday evening here in St. Brendan’s beginning at 7.30. 

Caritas students from 6th Year at OLHS: have designed, made, laminated and distributed imaginative Prayer Cards 

as part of their strategy for spiritual growth and development during this year at the School when they will participate 

in the Caritas Aawrd Scheme. A number of the cards are available on request to parishioners from the Stewards.  

Mass on Tuesday with Class 5S at OLHS: last Tuesday on a very emotional day after the morning Requiem Mass  

and funeral of Jim Doyle, Mass was celebrated in the pm with this class of young people at the School led by Mr. Law 

of the Science Department. The level of participation by these young people was inspiring -   Daniel and Liam 

volunteered to read the Scriptures and three other young men presented the Prayers of Intercession.     

The Piety Stall has been relocated to the Hall; it will be open after each of the Masses this Saturday and Sunday for 

the sale of cards for Christmas. All protocols for your safety are being observed in the Hall as in the church.               

The stock has been set out in two parallel lines of tables with identical items. This will allow up to three people to 

move down each line at either side of the hall and choose the items they wish to purchase.  Please give your support to 

the efforts the community makes to serve you. A special mention is made of the Revised New Jerusalem Bible.  

Many prints are available in the Stall for sale. In this year of the Word of God it would be another sign of the 

deepening of our spirituality if families obtained one of the prints or were given a gift of one. 

Spirituality: 18 copies of the Magnificat booklet are now taken each month which is a sign of our developing 

spirituality. My Day by Day booklets for Advent and the Redemptorist Magazine Advent Extra will be available 

from next Sunday. The Sacred Heart Messenger for Christmas is available now 

Statue of the Child of Prague: we will display the statue in the church above the radiator next to the statue of Padre 

Pio. A wooden plinth is being manufactured to hold the statue similar in every way to that for the Padre Pio statue. 

Ecumenical Call to Prayer: For the 37th consecutive week Christians can pray together at 7 pm, today Sunday 22nd 

November.  The internet link to the pandemic prayer is: https://www.churchofscotland.org.uk/news-and-

events/news/2020/join-in-prayer-this-sunday-with-Scottish-Christians 

The Ramp at the side Entrance to the church and floor tiling at two locations: the Motherwell firm of DBM 

Consulting Engineers, Motherwell, through Rachel and Emma’s dad who works there are providing plans for us to 

detail the gradient of the ramp and then the work will commence on this and the tiling at the Barons Road entrance to 

the church and to the chapel house.   

  

 

  

    

Twenty second November 2020, the Feast of Christ the King.                                            

The Month of Prayers for the Holy Souls. 

Final Masses for First Holy Communion: today, Saturday at 10AM and at 2pm. 

Mass in the Parish during this last week of the Liturgical Year:                                                                                                                           

Monday, Tuesday, Thursday and Friday: at 9.30 AM 

Wednesday at 7pm  [hope is for 20 parishioners each week to resume at Mass  

since the March shutdown of this parish, from those who have not yet done so.] 

Saturday at 12 Noon: the first of two Vigil Masses for Sunday -  live streamed                                                                                       

Saturday at 6pm: the second Vigil Mass for Sunday   -   live streamed                                                                                                                    

Sunday: Mass at 10.30am and at 4.30pm  -  both live streamed 

The parish’s Facebook page and Twitter feed shows changes to the schedule. 
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