
Dear Editor 

 

The pandemic and the ongoing climate crisis prompt us to think deeply on who is our 
neighbour. 
 

Pope Francis’ recent encyclical, Fratelli Tutti, relates this question to our current lack of 
imagination to see beyond the tired insular script we tell ourselves. We have one common 
home and the goods created therein are for all to share ensuring the poorest and most 
vulnerable are at the centre. We firmly believe our aid budget is an expression of seeing one 
common home and a sharing of ‘our’ goods. We fail to see how such an expression of love is 
cut whilst military spending increased. This is a failure of imagination and shows a lack of 
faith in relationships and humanity. The UK government has a vital leadership role next year 
with the hosting of the G7 and climate talks in the UK.   
 

We pray for an imagination to see one common home and her people who are both hurting 
and need urgent and ambitious action. 
 

Best wishes 
 
Bishop Joseph Toal    President of SCIAF. 
 

Dear Prime Minister 

 
We were dismayed to hear that the Chancellor, Rishi Sunak, is considering bringing 
proposals to reduce the UK’s contribution to overseas aid from 0.7% to 0.5% in the 
Comprehensive Spending Review discussions. 
 
We understand the financial challenges and difficulties the UK government faces. However, 
the legal commitment to spend 0.7% of GNI on aid already allows for fluctuations of the UK 
economy. Spending in response to the suffering of the world’s poorest people has already 
been cut by nearly £3 billion this year. The impact of Covid-19 is being felt most by these 
people. The numbers of people at risk of extreme hunger has doubled to 270 million as a 
result of COVID 19. 
 
This pandemic and the ongoing climate crisis has prompted us therefore to think much 
more about who is our neighbour. The aid budget provides a vital and lifesaving answer to 
that question. It is an expression of how we stand in solidarity with those who face injustice 
and suffering in the poorest communities around the world. We fail to see how such vital 
aid can be cut whilst military spending is increased. 
 
The Government has a vital leadership role at the climate talks next year in delivering real 
and urgent action. We must not allow anything, such as a reduction in the aid budget, to 
damage UK leadership next year. Pope Francis has continually called us to look outwards to 
our neighbours and not work in isolation. More than ever, the UK must do this through its 
aid budget, through its leadership on climate and through its ability to recognise who are 
our neighbours. 
 
Yours in Jesus Christ                            Bishop Joseph Toal    President of SCIAF. 
 



 

 

 

Real Gifts: from SCIAF. 

 

Bishop Toal as President of the Scottish Catholic International Aid Fund [SCIAF] 

asks all parishioners to consider and respond to what he has written. One way 

we can do this is by REAL GIFTS from and through SCIAF this Christmas.   

The SCIAF website and their email correspondence offers alternative gifts to be 

used at Christmas as our gifts to others. This year they concentrate on the 

provision of water to communities in Africa. Please look at our web site or go 

directly to the web site and Facebook page of  SCIAF to be more Christ like at 

Christmas this year than ever before. 

 

PUT CHRIST ALWAYS TO THE FORE AT CHRISTMAS 


