
     

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Ordinary Season in St. Brendan’s.          A new beginning from this coming Monday. 

Points to Ponder: Will you [1] continue to attend this church or [2] resume your attendance and participation?                                                                                                                                                                          

When St. Brendan’s re-opens fully from tomorrow [Monday], a new way of being Church will open for everyone 

who feels he or she belongs to this parish. Set out below is how we will make participation at Holy Mass in St. 

Brendan’s both possible and safe for all who wish to take part in this sacramental experience of Jesus, our Lord.                     

ALL ARE WELCOME, ALL ARE WELCOME, All ARE WELCOME IN THIS PLACE. 

Bishop Toal has directed that: keeping things safe for all who come to St. Brendan’s is our priority.  The virus is 

predominantly contagious through breathing in of air droplets. By following the recommendations issued this week to 

all parishes by the Diocese, this Parish will do all that it can to preserve the safety of those who attend this church. 

Hands will still need to be sanitised upon entry and exit. The church still needs to be sanitised after each Mass. 

 

Everyone aged five years and over, who does not have a medical exemption certificate must wear a face covering at all 

times in the Church. Please adopt and comply fully with this restriction until it is no longer recommended. 

 

The main seating areas, meaning those seats looking directly onto the sanctuary from the centre aisle of the church, will 

have no social distancing requirement. Each row can be used and all parts of the seating on each row.    

 

Use of the side aisle at the Shrine to the Sacred Heart of Jesus and the Glass Chapel will remain subject to the present 

restriction of one metre social distancing. Every alternate row in those areas will be unused. Please notify Kathleen or Lynne 

in advance if you wish to reserve a place in either of these two areas. It may not be possible to gain a seat there if you wait 

until you arrive at the church.  

We have set up a QR Code for both the Church and for the Hall. Those attending Mass or entering the hall should use their 

‘phones to register their attendance/presence by utilising the QR Code process.  

 

Those who can register using the QR code process should enter via the double doors on the right of the Main Entrance. This 

will greatly help the stewards avoid congestion there and get everyone into the church and seated. Stewards will be on hand 

to assist at the main entrance. 

 

Those who are unable to use the QR process will continue to have their “Track and Trace” details recorded by the stewards 

at the Main Entrance to the Church. They should line up and enter through the double doors on the left of the main entrance. 

It will help the stewards greatly to avoid delays at the main entrance if you book in advance the Mass which you wish to 

attend.  Please continue to telephone Kathleen or Lynne to do this. 

 

It will take the stewards additional time to admit more parishioners safely into the church. Please come early to the church 

so that this can be done with little inconvenience to all who attend. We will suspend the use of the temperature scanner upon 

entry to the church. 

 

At the end of Mass all three exits – the main doorway, the side exit on to the car park and the rear exit on to Barons Road - 

will be used. This will avoid undue congestion. 

 

At the end of each Mass, please remain seated at your place and leave the church when directed to do so by a steward. 

Please use the exit to which you are directed - even if your preference is to use one of the other exits. 

 

The celebration of the Eucharist [participation at Holy Mass] is the centre of the entire Christian life, both for the 

universal Church and for the local congregations of the Church.  

Telephone Kathleen on 07585-225837 or Lynne on 07803-314555 to get back as soon as possible into the 

way of attending Mass on Sunday each week under the schedule shown on the front cover.  
 

Some parishes in our Diocese may not apply these recommendations. The decision to apply these strictly here has 

been reached with your safety in mind. We have printed the recommendations in full as an insert for you to read.    

 

 

 

St. Brendan’s Church    – the place of worship and Sacraments for families.    

Sacramental Preparation, the return to school and the need for relationship with the Parish.   

Last week Bishop Toal issued a letter to “All the Faithfull.” He asks every Catholic in this Diocese to consider 

seriously the commitment they made to Jesus Christ to live their faith to the fullest possible way and to bring up 

their children in such a way as to “keep the flame of faith alive in their heart.”  

 

All families with children who will engage with the Church through this parish for the celebration of Sacraments 

should read what the bishop has written because this does guide our Sacramental preparation and celebration. 

 

Did you collect the letter with the bulletin and read the letter as we had asked? Did you distribute the letter with 

the bulletin to a relative, a friend or a neighbour who has a child involved with the Sacraments? Bishop Toal asks 

everyone to step away from thinking of participating at Mass as an obligation to be fulfilled under pain of sin.  

 

Participating at Mass as an invitation to encounter Jesus in the actual and real circumstances of our lives.  
 

The bishop’s letter is still available beside this bulletin if you didn’t get it last weekend. 

 

This week several families have made contact to ask what time the “First Holy Communion Mass” will be on 

Second October. It will be at 11 AM. There are many important spiritual matters to consider for this Sacrament: 

 

1. Next Sunday all children whose families have asked that their child receive the Sacrament are invited to attend 

our Mass at 10.30AM with their families and to continue this each week.   

2. The names of the children will be read aloud and all those present will then go to the hall to meet with the 

leaders of the Children’s Liturgy, to be introduced to the Faith Friends programme for this Sacrament and to 

be allocated a place in smaller groups who will meet there each Sunday until the end of the preparation. 

3. The Faith Friends programme lasting four weeks will begin on Sunday 29th August and finish on Sunday 19th 

September, but preparation itself starts next Sunday until 26th September. All must take part in it.  

4. The families are invited to attend Mass on Wednesday 18th August at 7pm after which a meeting will follow in 

the church at or about 7.45pm. Families will learn something of the theology of the Sacrament which informs 

the decision in this parish to limit the number of people who can be invited to attend and participate with each 

child in the Mass on 2nd October with their names being given in advance to the parish.  

5. The limitation of numbers at the Mass on 2nd October is to parents, sisters and brothers [if any] and 

grandparents [if any] or if none, to other family members equal in number and significance of relationship as 

grandparents. The purpose of this provision for the Mass is to establish and enhance the spirituality of the 

celebration of Eucharist within sharing in the experience of belonging to the parish family. 

6. On Sunday 3rd October, the parish’s expectation is that the children will participate at Mass with as many of 

their family and extended family as they please, to be greeted by the 10.30AM children’s Mass community 

and to receive the Eucharist as a member of that community and remain as a committed member of this parish.  

7. The parish invites teenagers from S4 age upwards to become involved in leading the Faith Friends programme 

along with the Children’s Liturgy Leaders, for the children in this group. Margaret will co-ordinate this.    

 

Bishop Toal gave written instructions in January 2019 that the mission for our community in St. Brendan’s, 

which was living at that time with the possibility of closure and dispersal to other parishes, is to build up the 

Worshipping Community at Mass on Sunday. This instruction was the headline in the parish bulletin 

during the months that followed. It should be preserved in the memory of all generations in this parish and 

each person needs to contribute for it to be fulfilled. The number of families with young children enrolled in 

St. Brendan’s Primary School provided the existing community with a Sacred and Providential opportunity 

to fulfil their mission, not for Bishop Toal, but willingly and joyfully for Jesus Christ Our Lord, as workers 

in his vineyard into which all of us in St. Brendan’s have been called.  

 

We will return the Piety Stall to the main entrance of the church from the hall. Evelyn, May and Elspeth, 

with the help of Richard, the hall keeper, have kept the stall active while in the hall. Thank you. The stall will be 

open only at the end of each Mass from next weekend to avoid congestion before Mass. Please re-enter the church 

after Mass from the main entrance to browse or buy.                                                                                                                                                        

The My Day by Day booklets and the Magnificat booklet are available for the month of August. After the 

first week of every month these booklets are offered to parishioners to take and use. Please take them to use.  

 

The SCIAF Summer Appeal is to help those suffering in Tigray, Ethiopia, due to the terrible consequences of the 

Civil War there. Bishop Toal visited the Diocese of Adigrat in Tigray and the funds raised by SCIAF this summer 

will go to assist that Diocese. SCIAF have intensified this week their Appeal for these people, asking our help. 



PRAYER INTENTION REQUESTS FROM PARISHIONERS:                                                                                                                                         

Birthday Best Wishes: May Dryden [90 years young on Friday] and Claire McAlinden [90 years young on 13th] 

Birthday Remembrance: Joseph McGinn. 

for those who have died recently: Gavin Barton; Frank Devlin [Bellshill]; Willie Robertson [Johnstone] 

those whose Month Mind or Anniversary occurs about now: Patrick & Catherine Devine; Patrick Hanney; 

Marcella Therese O’Donnell [1st anniversary on Monday]; Patricia Burns. 

THE YEAR OF THE FAMILY 2021:          COMMUNITY      

Stewarding -   a change of focus: this community has received great service from many committed women and 

men since March of last year who have provided us with a safe environment which many people have acknowledged 

and praised through well-coordinated, respectful, competent, resolute and cheerful action. Every time their presence 

has been needed it has been provided. On page 2 of the bulletin, the new arrangements which will be introduced from 

Monday as recommended to every parish priest by the Diocese are set out. BUT - from Monday there will be three less 

parishioners able to offer themselves to the community in this ministry. The focus of the ministry will adapt to the 

changed circumstances of the lifting of compulsory Social Distancing.                                                                                             

We appeal again for other parishioners to offer their help. There is an ongoing need for informed direction to be 

given to all who will attend Mass and every touched surface needs to be sanitised each time the church is used. If this 

essential service can’t be provided the church cannot be opened for Mass or any other purpose, such as baptism. 

THANK YOU TO ALL WHO HAVE SERVED US SO WELL IN THIS MINISTRY. 

Family matters: Fr. Ness visited his son’s family in Aberdeen last week for three days. He will visit his daughter in 

Germany during a week at the end of this month/beginning of September from early on Monday to late on Friday. The 

Spiritan Fathers will replace Fr. Ness here each day in this period to celebrate Mass.    

Netherton Court Care Home: we resume our ministry today, Saturday, with the residents of the Care Home who now 

include Rose Thomson and Ellen Jordan. We thank those parishioners who will join with Fr. Ness once again each 

Saturday pm, to pray with and bring Holy Communion to groups of eight at a time. That is the maximum number of 

persons allowed to assemble in a room at any time, including for Mass.  

Door sign: the word “PUSH” will be engraved on the metal plate of the main door, and we intend that this will resolve 

any uncertainty over whether the door is locked. These doors are not locked during Mass. 

Finance Committee the Diocesan Surveyor has inspected the whole area of the car park and will estimate the cost of 

essential repairs. Meanwhile enquiries are being made into the availability of grant assistance.  Fr. Ness has written to 

NLC to alert them to the possibility that the Car Park will be closed for the immediate impact on the school. Please be 

aware and make it known to others that we may need to close the car park for safety reasons, without warning.    

Special Collection for July – Peter’s Pence: 
The Special Collection for July to support the ministry of Pope Francis and the Work of the Holy See, is known as 

Peter’s Pence. We usually take up this collection on the Sunday closest to the Feast of Saints Peter and Paul. This year 

we have set aside next Sunday 15th August - the Solemn Feast of the Assumption of Our Lady into heaven.  We hope 

that many who do return will support this worthy appeal. This is one of many elements of parish life in which all are 

asked to participate.  

          

      

       

  

 

Nineteenth Week in Ordinary Time.                                    

Eighth day of August 2021.                       WELCOME 2 U All 

Liturgies for this week: 

Monday, Tuesday, Thursday and Friday: Mass at 9.30 AM [streamed live on our 

Facebook page.] 

Wednesday: Mass at 7pm.  [this will continue with a RENEWED invitation to those who 

work during the day that they might attend this Mass in the evening. 

Saturday: Vigil Mass of Sunday at 12 noon [ends this week] and the Mass at 

6pm will be brought forward one hour to 5pm from next Saturday.                                                                 

Mass will be restored at 9.30AM [if our stewards are able to accommodate it]. 

Sunday: Mass at 10.30AM [celebrated and presented for children with their families -     

please see the Note on page 3 of the bulletin about this Mass] and at 4.30pm. 

[Mass on Saturday at 6pm and Mass on Sunday at both 10.30AM and 4.30PM is streamed live 

on our Facebook page.] 

The parish’s Facebook page and Twitter feed show any changes to the schedule. 

                                                                                      

http://www.facebook.com/saintbrenrc


Instructions/Recommendations issued by the Diocese 
 
 
Dear All, 
 
In response to the First Minister’s announcement that social distancing will end on Monday 
9th August. This means that from this date there will no longer be a legal requirement to 
maintain a 1m distance between people and therefore churches and halls may return to 
their normal capacity.  
 
However, it will be up to each parish priest, with the assistance of their Covid coordinators 
as to how they manage this return to normality, taking into account that some people will 
be more hesitant than others if they are very close together and therefore you may want to 
keep social distancing in some parts of your churches for those who still have concerns. 
 
Face masks are still required to be worn by the congregation and by priests, deacons and 
lay-ministers  when in close proximity to others and while distributing communion as is 
hand hygiene. Please continue to use hand sanitiser dispensers in your church. The careful 
cleaning of churches is still advised especially around multi touch points. 
 
Parish Priests can decide when the faithful can return to processing forward for Holy 
Communion at Communion time. The faithful should continue to receive communion in the 
hand. The physical ‘Sign of Peace’ is still not allowed at this time.  Avoid crowding at 
entrances and exits. 
 
The Bishops Conference Covid Working Group continues to highlight the importance of 
ventilation: where possible, open all windows whilst the church is in use. 
 
There are some changes to self-isolation: “Adults identified as close contacts of someone 
who has tested positive for Covid-19 will also no longer be automatically required to self-
isolate for 10 days from 9 August. Anyone who is double-vaccinated with at least two weeks 
passed since their second dose and who have no symptoms will be able to end self-isolation 
if they return a negative PCR test.” This means that even if a priest is a close contact he 
might not have to isolate and so wouldn’t have to cancel Masses etc – of course each 
individual should follow the particular advice they receive if they are contacted by the NHS 
 
Please also note that in regards to the use of holy water fonts There is still a risk that the 
virus can be transmitted through the use of fonts and therefore their use is not advised until 
further notice. 
 
Distribution of hymn books for Mass and newsletters is now allowed as normal. 
 
Use of confessionals: The use of enclosed confessionals should continue to be avoided. 
 
 
 



Test and Protect: We need to continue the Test and Protect regime by the collection and 
temporary retention of parishioner information. However, if this is unduly burdensome 
parishes may collect information for just one person per family group. Or alternatively, 
parishes may invite people to register for their usual Mass as a one-off and ask them to 
inform the parish if they are not going to attend. Most congregations tend to be fairly 
stable, especially as we now have greater numbers attending Mass.  
 
 
Hope this helps 
 
 
Deacon Bill McMillan 
Diocesan Covid Coordinator  
 
 
 
 
Reverend Bill McMillan 
St Columbkille’s Parish Church 
Rutherglen 
 


