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The Church’s Liturgical Year 2020-21 in St. Brendan’s.                                                         

This weekend we enter the third week of the Season of Advent and we celebrate Gaudete Sunday 

[Latin word meaning Rejoice]. We light the pink-coloured candle from among the four candles in the 

circle in our wreath.   This represents the joy of Mary at the conception of Jesus which she shares at 

once with her cousin Elizabeth in the words of the Magnificat which we get from Luke’s Gospel 

account of the Infancy narrative. Catherine and Lucy and Jamie will sing the Magnificat at each Mass. 

Advent means: the celebration of God coming towards each one of us in our own situation through Jesus taking on our 

human nature and not merely Jesus “coming” into or arriving in the world through his birth in Bethlehem.                                                                              

Advent and our Sacramental Life: Sacrament of Reconciliation and Stations of the Infancy: Bishop Toal has 

instructed all priests to provide an opportunity for individual Confessions in the lead up to Christmas. Therefore, the 

Sacrament of Reconciliation will be available from 6pm until 9pm on Wednesday, Thursday and Friday of this week and 

on Monday, Tuesday and Wednesday next week. At 7pm each night we will interrupt Confessions to lead and to stream live 

The Stations of the Infancy which will last until 7.40pm. At 7.45 Confessions will resume until 9pm. We will use the glass 

chapel for the individual Confessions. The Stewards will provide for the safety of all who decide to come on any of those 

evenings for the Sacrament of Reconciliation or the Stations or both.   

Advent and our spiritual life: Greetings to the church in Motherwell   - as we reported last week, this is the title given 
to the Article on our spiritual and pastoral life. It will appear in the January edition of The Pastoral Review.  The 
latest edition of the Pastoral Review has an Article about the Church in Lima, the capital city of Peru. Parts of this 
article could equally well apply to us in Muirhouse and so we print here this extract from it:                                                                                                                                             

The naming last year of Carlos Castillo Mattasoglio as Archbishop of Lima has been described as the most dramatic 

appointment made by Pope Francis. A professor of theology and humble parish priest in a shanty town suddenly 

became Primate of Peru. This Pastoral Letter by him is the result of a synod of the local church.                                                    

A new spirit arising from the shadows 

I write this Pastoral Letter to you thankful to God for this first year, and I ask you to continue ‘walking together’ – this is the meaning of 

‘synod’.  All the citizens of Lima [Muirhouse] face problems. We face the crisis of families; uncertainties about the future for the 

young; increasing insecurity; insufficient education; the frailty of social links and marginalisation. We have to contend with increasing 

global warming; the growing problems of debt and the frailty of the popular economy; the economy and the state; the complication of 

political life; religious division; and the slowness of the Church in reacting to the changes in society. 

 

But at the same time, there is a new and positive spirit: the effort of solidarity to support all life and the life of everyone being manifested 

in educational movements and processes; collaboration to improve family relationships; the establishment of groups of volunteers to 

construct supportive links. This last year has been strengthened by the encouragement and the untiring effort of  Pope Francis, who in the 

universal Church proclaims the gospel of Jesus Christ to all people, making the Church fully conscious of the reality in which we live. 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                             

This is why it was necessary to listen to the Catholics of Lima [Muirhouse] speaking about their church in the context of today’s 

problems; taking up again the teaching of Jesus and reading the signs of the times, to give a just and appropriate witness; giving the 

reasons for our hope and encouraging a new spirit [in St. Brendan’s.]  

 

The people of Lima [Muirhouse] are a prayerful people. This means that what happened to Mary, when the archangel Gabriel appeared 

to her, should happen to us. We are absolutely convinced that God in prayer brings Jesus to birth in each person who lives in Lima 

[Muirhouse] and that therefore we are a church made fertile by the love of the Lord, who wants to fulfil his promise of blessing. Pope 

Francis called us ‘a land of saints’.                                                                                                                                                                           

Do you recognise ourselves to any degree in this extract from the Peruvian Archbishop’s Pastoral Letter?  

Generosity of  AND fundraising by parishioners: continues this week. Pauline Douglas has knitted and donated the 
the large colourful joiner man toy which is on display at the Main Entrance. Inside this bulletin is an envelope which 
can be used to take one or more chances to win the knitted doll at £1 per chance in the draw. £1 in an envelope will 
get you one chance but £5 in one envelope will get you five chances marked up in your name and put in before 
the draw will be made on  Christmas morning.  Whatever sum we raise will be added to by half as much again 
and the total set against the Parish debt. If we raise £200 then a further £100 will be donated [subject to a 
maximum of an additional £200] and the overall sum paid by 31st December to reduce the Parish Debt.   

 

 

St. Brendan’s – Tier 3 Protocols   -  now in place for North Lanarkshire.                       
Fifty persons can once again participate at Mass.  These are therefore the new arrangements here:                                                                                                                                                
Midweek Morning Mass:  those wishing to participate any morning may simply attend at the church without 
needing to ask in advance for a place on the specific day[s] you wish.  

 at 9.30am and every Requiem Mass will be live streamed.  AND ALSO 

Mass at 6PM on Saturday and at 10.30AM on Sunday.      

On Monday, 14th December at 10.30AM the Requiem Mass of  Michael MacNamarra, late of 
Flemington will be celebrated here with the number of mourners in attendance being set at twenty. 
This timing will allow Fr. Ness to lead the Advent Service in St. Brendan’s PS at 9.30AM for the third 
week of Advent 

On Wednesday 16th December Mass will be celebrated at 12 noon to allow Fr. Ness to support the 
Fundraising Walkathon in OLHS. This begins at 9.15AM.  Mass will not now be celebrated at 7pm on 
Wednesday 16th or on Wednesday 23rd December  because the bishop has instructed all priests to give 
time for the Sacrament of Reconciliation  -   Confessions.  Please refer now to the information about this 
which is printed on page two [opposite] of this bulletin.   

On Wednesday 30th December at 7pm Mass will again be celebrated to allow parishioners additional 
opportunity to participate at a Mass before the end of 2020.  The final Mass for 2020 will be celebrated 
by candlelight and by the lights of the Christmas Tree at 11PM on Thursday 31st December, with 
provision for social distancing and sanitizing of seating on and around the Sanctuary.    

Saturday and Sunday: the fifty persons previously listed for each of the four Masses are restored. We 
look forward to seeing all of them this first weekend. They are on our mind and in our soul.   Lynne 
Kellas and Kathleen Cosgrove record the identity of parishioners for the purpose of “Track & Trace”.  
Contact Lynne on 07803-314555 or by email: lynnekellas@icloud.com or Kathleen on 07585-225837 or 
at: Kathleencosgrove@btopenworld.com                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                      

STEWARDING  -  renewal of service:  From thirty first December, the parish community hereby asks each 
steward to step down from this service.                                                                                                                                       

All those who presently serve as a steward will be welcomed if they volunteer again but having 
served for seven months, they mustn’t feel obliged to do so. We must ask ourselves as a community 
this question   -   why can’t we open for Mass without them and why can’t we allow them a rest?  Why 
should the present stewards stepping down cause the closure of the church for Mass?   If under 70 
years of age, are YOU willing to serve in 2021?  Kathleen Cosgrove will provide an ID Form for 
completion and return as the first step to serving as a steward if you decide to do so.   

Mass at Christmas: Bishop Toal has authorized all priests to celebrate five Masses over this period and 
50 people can attend each Mass. Our Stewards will support Masses on Christmas Eve at 5PM, 7PM and 9PM 
AND on Christmas Day at 9.30 AM and 11.30AM. Those wishing to attend Mass at Christmas should email or 
telephone Lynne or Kathleen to make this known. Those who have participated regularly at Mass or been on 
the waiting list to do so since July, will be assured of a place at a  Mass at Christmas if they have confirmed 
before 12th December that they want to do so. From today onward, a place will be allocated to any 
parishioner who requests it up to the limit of 50 persons per Mass. This should include all thirty two 
families whose child celebrated Eucharist for the first time here in November. How sad if it doesn’t.    

St. Brendan’s - Our Lady’s High School Fundraising: Walkathon: this Wednesday to raise funds for 
three charities: - St Andrew’s Hospice, St Margaret's Children and Family Care Society and SCIAF. This 
Wednesday with Fr. Ness taking part, the staff and students will attempt to walk to the "North Pole" whilst 
wearing our Christmas jumpers. The school has set up a JustGiving page – please support us by making a 
donation using: https://www.justgiving.com/crowdfunding/olhsnorthpolewalkathon. 

 Gift Aid [number 13 envelope]: will the user please make themselves known to Evelyn or to Fr. Ness.                                                                                                                                                                                        
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PRAYER INTENTION REQUESTS FROM PARISHIONERS:                                                                                                                                         

those who have died recently: Michael McNamara [Funeral on Monday]; Thomas Farrell; Bette Currie;          

Rita Slater; Jan Moore; Gerry O’Donnell; Carmel Sloan; Jimmy Collins; Robert Lees; Phil Finnegan. 

those whose Anniversary occurs about now: Thomas Tracey; Leo and Agnes Symonds;  

Birthday Remembrance: Therese & John Cairns;  

Points in summary:      

The Piety Stall: will be open after each Mass this Saturday and Sunday. Please support the effort members of the 

parish community makes to serve you there. The Revised New Jerusalem Bible, the Redemptorist through the 

Year with Mary Diary for 2021 and the My Day by Day pocket sized diary for 2021 are available there. Every 

home should have the Bible. Either diary will help those who wish to know more about Sacred Scripture.  

Spirituality: this week the Abbot Christopher Jamieson, a Benedictine Monk, led an Advent Retreat for priests 

using ZOOM. This was requested by the Bishops of Scotland. He asked priests to lead their adult parishioners 

to read the Gospel passage used at Mass each day and to give time to think about it using the way we eat food as 

a model. We Bite, Chew, Taste and Swallow. We can do this with the Gospel of each day but first we need to 

have this in front of us. The Magnificat booklet is an excellent resource for this and for daily prayer. It contains the 

Readings and prayers for each Mass and biography for all of the saints whose Feast Day is celebrated in the month. It 

provides prayers from the Breviary for each day and can be purchased as a gift for Christmas by a subscription in 

advance for the twelve months of the year. Ask at the stall for one of the December taster sample gratis. The more 

standard booklet My Day by Day gives the passages of Scripture for each day and is available from the Stall.  

SCIAF: Abbot Jamieson led priests through the Pope’s new and inspired insight into the parable of the Good 

Samaritan. He reminded the priests that we don’t put ourselves into the category of a neighbour but rather we 

ask ourselves “who do we prove ourselves to be a neighbour to? “Who do we put ourselves near to in order to 

become their neighbour?” Since I can’t put myself as a neighbour close to everyone how do I decide who I will 

be near?                                                                                                                                                               

THEREFOREfrom the Xmas Brochure of SCIAF we can help our neighbour by choosing from these items:                          

a goat £32; two pigs £70; warm blankets £18; to train a health worker £132; water filter £37. These 

“alternative” gifts can be made by the Order Forms available at our exits or from Fr. Ness for SCIAF.    

Ecumenical Call to Prayer: For the 40th consecutive week Christians can pray together at 7 pm, today Sunday 13th 

December.  The internet link to the pandemic prayer is: https://www.churchofscotland.org.uk/news-and-

events/news/2020/join-in-prayer-this-sunday-with-Scottish-Christians. 

Christmas Baubles for the Tree at home: the parish offers each family a symbol of our common goal  -  sense of 

togetherness and so from this weekend baubles will be placed at each of the two exits. There are six baubles showing 

religious scenes to choose from which will adorn your Christmas tree  - take one bauble home to hang on your tree.  

The ramp at the side exit from the church and floor tiling at two locations: the re-design of the platform and also 

extending the length to reduce the gradient of the pathway to the car park has delayed this project. We will report to 

you when it is ready to commence. The pathway from the platform which leads to the Hall and to the School will be 

re-routed but preserved. The re-tiling of the steps at the Barons Road entrance to the church and to the chapel house 

has been scheduled for immediately after the Christmas/New Year holiday. We hope to have both the plinth for the 

Child of Prague statue and the new plinth for the adjacent Padre Pio statue in place for Christmas.     

 

  

    

Thirteenth December 2020, the third Sunday of Advent. 

Mass in the Parish during this third week of the Liturgical Year: 

Monday at 10.30AM. Requiem Mass for Michael McNamara [this timing allows 

Fr. Ness to lead the third Advent service at 9.30 in the Primary School.] 

Tuesday, Thursday and Friday: at 9.30 AM. 

Wednesday at 12 Noon [to allow Fr. Ness to particpate in a charity fundraising 

3 Mile Walk at OLHS  -   details on page 2 of this bulletin.] Audrey will join us. 

Saturday at 12 Noon: the first of two Vigil Masses for Sunday -  not streamed                                                                                       

Saturday at 6pm: the second Vigil Mass for Sunday   -   live streamed                                                                                                                    

Sunday: Mass at 10.30am and at 4.30pm  -  both live streamed 

Sacrament of Reconciliation AND Staions of the Infancy -see page 2 for details 

The parish’s Facebook page and Twitter feed shows changes to the schedule. 
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