
       

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

    

Our Spiritual Life. 

Tempus fugit [TIME FLIES.] P7 children have been asked to keep this maxim in mind while they 

prepare to receive the Sacrament of Confirmation. It translates from Latin - time flies -   and so just as last 

week on this page we had printed parts of the homily given by Pope Francis the previous Sunday regarding 

the Synod, here is a very gentle yet forceful reminder from him about our life. He reminds us in a very 

pastoral way, the way of a shepherd who guides his flock to green pastures, that Tempus fugit -   time flies.  

This life will go by fast. Don't fight with people, don't criticize your body so much, don't complain so much. 

 

Don't lose sleep over your bills. Look for the person that makes you happy. 

 

If you make a mistake, let it go and keep seeking your happiness. 

 

Never stop being a good parent. Don't worry so much about buying luxuries and comforts for your home, and don't kill 

yourself trying to leave an inheritance for your family. Those benefits should be earned by each person, so don't dedicate 

yourself to accumulating money. 

 

Enjoy, travel, enjoy your journeys, see new places, give yourself the pleasures you deserve. 

 

Allow dogs to get closer. Don't put away the fine glassware. Utilize the new dinnerware; don't save your favourite perfume, 

use it to go out with yourself; wear out your favourite sport shoes; repeat your favourite clothes. 

 

So what? That's not bad. Why not now? Why not pray now instead of waiting until before you sleep? 

 

Why not call now? Why not forgive now? 

 

Why wait so long for Christmas; for Friday; for Reunions; for another year; for when I have money; for love to come; when 

everything is perfect...look... 

 

Everything perfect doesn't exist. Human beings can't accomplish this because it simply was not intended to be completed 

here. 

 

Here is an opportunity to learn. So take this challenge that is life and do it now...love more, forgive more, embrace more, 

love more intensely and leave the rest in God's hands. 

 

So, where do we go from this point, where do we move on to from here? Let’s begin at the very beginning   

-   Baptism. 

 

Baptism: this is the first Sacrament and it deserves special attention. Baptism opens the door on the other Sacraments. 

We have asked the families who will wish to have their children celebrate any Sacrament in this parish while the child is at 

St. Brendan’s PS, to provide us with a copy of their Certificate of Baptism now so that we will know the family and the 

child and begin that preparation. If a child has not yet been baptised, this is both an invitation and an opportunity to 

initiate that specific preparation here or in the family’s own parish in readiness for the three other Sacraments.   

 

Reconciliation: early in January the preparation will begin for this Sacrament the first of the three Sacraments which are 

celebrated in Primary School. As with the P1children, we wish to lead the children of P3 to become familiar with the parish 

family now through the family participating regularly in the life of the Church as found in this community. 

First Holy Communion: parents of the children of Class P5 this year were responsible as the first teachers of their children 

in the way of faith, to prepare them for this Sacrament on 2nd October. This Wednesday evening, 27th October, at 7pm in the 

church, our preparation and celebration of the Sacrament this year will be reviewed by Fr. Ness with the leaders of the 

Children’s Liturgy. All parents from P5 and this year’s P4 children who will celebrate the Sacrament on 21st May 

2022, are invited attend this meeting to express their views and/or concerns about this year or next year. 

Why is the preparation for Sacraments emphasised in this parish? In years past, families attended at church for Mass 

and devotions regularly. In this way the children became familiar in their earliest years with the community, the priest, the 

silence of the church and they “tasted” the mystery of God as found in the parish. That practice is a very worthy one.  

 

 

St. Brendan’s Church, our place of worship as part of the Catholic [Universal] Church.  

Confirmation: Bishop Toal continues to be concerned about the standard of preparation of children who receive 

the Sacraments while in primary school, but especially about Confirmation because this is the Sacrament which he 

personally administers. He sees first-hand how the standard of preparation varies throughout the diocese. The 

children who have requested this Sacrament on 25th November in this parish will begin the Faith Friends parish 

preparation programme today after Mass. This will continue over the following three Sundays.                                

Any child unable to attend on any of the four Sundays can come to the church on Thursday after school finishes to 

complete the work for that week with Fr. Ness and Margaret. By this means we plan to meet the bishop’s standard.                             

This Tuesday evening at 6.30 Fr. Ness and Mrs. Oates will host a meeting in the church for the parents of all the 

children who will celebrate Confirmation. This has been made known to all the 29 children and separately to all 

their families. Mrs. Oates will explain how the Sacrament will be taught in the school and Fr. Ness will explain how 

the children will continue to experience being part of the Church before the bishop administers the Sacrament.   

World Mission Sunday is today. Please support this Appeal and please take home one of the magazines 

available at the Main Entrance to the church.  

The Miracles of the Eucharist -  Blessed Carlo Acutis. [see the poster on the Noticeboard.] Transport to 

the church in Maryhill will be arranged to allow parishioners to attend one of the evening Adoration services. 

The Synodal Church. 

On our Facebook page and our website you will find the video prepared by Bishop Nolan for his Diocese, the 

Diocese of Galloway [Ayrshire and Dumfriesshire] to explain in very easily understood language what is meant by 

the word SYNODAL. He begins by saying with confidence: “I believe in the Holy Spirit. I believe that the Holy 

Spirit acts and moves in all the people in the Church who have been baptised.  It takes courage to speak out 

on matters of concern for life in the Church and humility to listen to others speak on the same matters.   

Seven members of our community who share that belief attended the Cathedral for Mass last Sunday pm to be 

representatives of our parish. These are the reasons given by three of these members for doing this: 

St Brendan's has been my lifelong parish, I know many for whom this is true. It was established by my parent’s 

generation, they told me the efforts made by local people to build the parish to serve the Muirhouse community. 

There is a worshiping community at St Brendan's almost like an extended family. I hope new parishioners also 

find this to be the case. They feel welcome and are open to participating in parish life to the fullest. 

The laity have so much to offer in “assistance” to a Parish Priest but some priests are not open to [accepting] that 

help offered: 

                     (1) to build/preserve the future of this parish for future generations 

                     (2) to open up to those who are willing to preserve it as the next generation 

If other parishioners do not feel comfortable to put themselves forward, then I feel a duty to come forward. 

 

I volunteered to participate for my children and for my children's children; for the future of the Church [which 

matters to me]. 

The Church cannot survive by living in the past. It should continue to grow and evolve as we continue to grow and 

evolve. I read that Pope Francis has said that The Holy Spirit needs us to listen to Him by listening to ourselves 

and listening to one another and not to leave anyone behind.  

The idea of some people's voices not being heard and therefore them being "left behind" niggled and niggled at me 

and I realised that I felt called by the Holy Spirit to participate in the Synodal Process in St Brendan's and to give 

my views not just for me or my family but also for those who cannot find it within themselves to speak out but who 

should still have a voice. 

 

I made the decision to join the process, as I felt Father Ness was asking me, personally, from the altar, to help to 

define and clarify the Synod from the unique point of view of St Brendan’s.  To help our parish receive the Holy 

Spirt, collectively and in person, to find the burning questions (and maybe answers) that keeps some of the faithful 

from attending Mass. 

 

Some of the points to be considered: The OBLIGATION to attend at Mass on Sunday is to be restored by the 
Bishops of Scotland; our emphasis on Sacramental preparation; the power of parish priests in their ministry here.                                                   

 

 

 



PRAYER INTENTION REQUESTS FROM PARISHIONERS:                                                                                                                                        

those who have died recently: Bernard Ward [from Newarthill and father of Martin; John Murray;                     

Justin McLaughlin [aged 14] who lost his life last Saturday at High Street Station Glasgow; Andrew Brown.    

those whose Month Mind or Anniversary occur about now: Cathie Kerr; Neil Kerr [5th]; Elizabeth Khan [1st]. 

Joseph [Joe] Small [4th]; Margaret Kennie [7th] and Tom Kennie [45th]; Willie Dunbar 

THE YEAR OF THE FAMILY 2021:          COMMUNITY AND THE SCHOOL COMMUNITY.      

The Care of Creation Office at the Bishops' Conference offers the final enclosed printed prayer intentions and thoughts 

for reflection on COP26 which begins in Glasgow. A Rosary Procession will be held at the Grotto next Sunday at 3pm.    

Safety in the church: we thank all who have served us as stewards for almost two years with great enthusiasm and 

sensitivity. We have asked consistently but unsuccessfully in their name for assistance. Home and work circumstances 

have caused several of the stewards to withdraw from this ministry. Please at least consider assisting them in their 

ministry. Kathleen’s number: 07585-225837; Lynne’s number 07803-314555. 

The Hall: Richard reports that enquiries for hiring the hall are building steadily and he is very happy to respond. This 

means that the need to find help for Richard in this service to the community is intensifying. If the priest is to assist 

Richard with this, who is there to take on his ministry? If no one is found are we then just to close the Hall and let it be 

a reminder of former happy times? If you would like to put your name forward to help Richard, please speak to Fr. 

Ness about this or email him ojness@hotmail.com.  

Anne Marie Latta: in recognition of her years of service both as a member of and as a leader of the Monday PM 

Club, the parish will make a presentation today to Anne Marie who will be joined by her daughter Siobhan and other 

members of the family. Recently her son John Paul assisted the parish by extending the hot water system which serves 

the hall. He remarked that the boiler had been installed by his dad and family when the hall was built.   

This is World Mission Sunday. Please give generously to this annual appeal. The special collection can be supported 

by you either on entering or leaving the church. The SSVdP will not take up a collection as you leave today to allow 

everyone to support the Mission Collection.                                                                                                                                        

The parish’s Finances and the interim Statement for 1st May - 31st August is still available on exiting the church. 

We reported last week on the three donations which have recently been made. We thank all parishioners for the 

financial support which they consistently give to maintain our parish and when as in this week they are asked to 

contribute to a Special Collection. This week we acknowledge and are grateful for a donation of £500 received from 

outwith our own community which will assist ministry here looking to the future.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                       

The Parish’s Conference of SSVdP; ill health among members of our Conference emphasises the need to attract new 

members, women as well as men, to the Society through joining in the work of this Conference. To find out more 

about what this will involve, please speak to any member of our conference. who are: Liam Connelly, Jim Tracey, 

John Campbell, Margaret Campbell, Jim O’Hare.  

Hallowe’en: children of all ages are invited to come to Mass in their costumes next Sunday morning. 

November dates: All Saints – 1st November and All Souls – 2nd November, additional Mass at 7pm 

each evening. November Lists are available from today. Annual Memorial Mass: Saturday 27th noon.  

    

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

Thirtieth week in Ordinary Time and the                 

Twenty-fourth day of October 2021.                                                     

WORLD MISSION SUNDAY. Please donate to this special 

collection not through charity, through a conviction of its justice and fairness. 

Liturgies for this week: 
 

Monday, Wednesday, Thursday and Friday: Mass at 9.30AM [streamed live on 

Facebook]. On Tuesday Mass will be at 11AM. 

Saturday: Votive Mass of Our Lady at 9.30AM celebrated for the renewal of our spiritual life 

in the church through the Synodal process now begun in St. Brendan’s. 

Saturday: Vigil Mass is at 5pm. 

Sunday: Mass at 10.30AM [celebrated and presented for children with their families] 

and at 4.30pm. 

[Mass on Saturday at 5pm and Mass on Sunday at both 10.30AM and 4.30PM is streamed live 

on our Facebook page.] 

The parish’s Facebook page and Twitter feed show any changes to the schedule.                                                                                                         
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The Bishops’ Conference of Scotland, Office for Care of Creation 
64 Aitken Street, Airdrie, ML6 6LT 

Sunday 24th October - 30th Sunday of the Year 

COP26 - Responding to Code Red Report for Humanity 

In August 2021 the UN Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change (IPCC) report, compiled by 

more than 230 climate scientists, warned that major climate disruption is inevitable and, in many 

instances, irreversible. The UN Secretary General António Guterres said: 

Today’s IPCC Working Group 1 Report is a ‘Code Red’ for humanity... This report must sound 

a death knell for coal and fossil fuels, before they destroy our planet. 

In June 2018 Pope Francis said:  

As you know, in December 2015, 196 Nations negotiated and adopted the Paris Agreement, with 

a firm resolve to limit the growth in global warming to below 2° centigrade, based on 

preindustrial levels, and, if possible, to below 1.5° centigrade. Some two and a half years later, 

carbon dioxide emissions and atmospheric concentrations of greenhouse gases remain very high. 

This is disturbing and a cause for real concern. 

Yet even more worrying is the continued search for new fossil fuel reserves, whereas the Paris 

Agreement clearly urged keeping most fossil fuels underground. This is why we need to talk 

together – industry, investors, researchers and consumers – about transition and the search for 

alternatives. Civilization requires energy, but energy use must not destroy civilization! 

In their 2021 Pastoral Letter on the Sixth Anniversary of Laudato Si’ the Bishops of Scotland stated: 

The dioceses of Scotland are in the process of divesting from fossil fuel investments. The Bishops’ 

Conference is aiming for carbon neutrality for its agencies, as are the dioceses in as sustainable 

and timely a way as possible. 

 

Prayer for World Leaders ahead of COP26 

We pray that all world leaders may take the necessary action to abandon the extraction and use of 

coal and fossil fuels. 

Prayer for the People of Scotland 

We pray that we may demand that our political leaders seek alternative, environmentally friendly 

and sustainable energy sources for all. 

For those with far-reaching responsibilities  

We pray that those with responsibility for industry and commerce will urgently divest from any 

investment in fossil fuels and seek ways of developing environmentally and sustainable energy 

sources for all.  

 

 


