
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Our sacramental, spiritual and pastoral life in St. Brendan’s.                                                                 

Sung Response to the Psalm today, led by Elizabeth “The Lord is my light! The Lord is my help.”  

Hymn for 2020 in our parish:  Come as you are, that's how I want you. Come as you are, feel quite at 

home……………. All will be well, just come as you are.  

We welcome Gordon, our organist, back from holiday today. He will play for us to sing this hymn for 2020 in full 

on the next two Sundays. Jesus invites all families to come as you are. Come here to this church to meet me in my 

Word through listening to the passages of Scripture and in Sacrament through receiving Holy Communion and in prayer.                                             

Here is what Fr. Chris Saenz of the Columbian Missionaries Hispanic Ministry writes about prayer: it is simply 

presenting ourselves to God the way we are  -   without masks, guises or fluff. If we feel angry, anger is our prayer. If we 

feel depressed or sad, sadness is our prayer, if we feel frustrated, frustration is our prayer. If we pray with an honest 

heart, then the words we use, the feelings we have and the way we pray is never inappropriate. Prayer doesn’t 

have to be perfect it only has to be honest. Many of us were taught to believe that prayer is always polite and 

clean…that we should never doubt and we should always accept all things as being God’s will.  Maybe all things that 

happen to us in our lives are not God’s will. 

Our Meeting with families last Sunday afternoon: Participation in the life of the parish is good for families and very 

necessary for every child who is preparing for Sacraments and all families have responded to this truth. Thank you.       

1. The Children’s Liturgy leaders help P3 children follow the Big Hug programme in small groups of three or four 

children. This will begin on 9th February  -  five Sundays before Thursday19th March. On the fifth Sunday - 15th 

March  -   the children will celebrate completing this programme. They will look forward with the parish 

community to the following Thursday evening and their celebration with Fr. Ness of the Sacrament of 

Reconciliation for the first time. All P3 children should share in this experience within the parish. 

2. The Children’s Liturgy leaders help P4 children follow the Faith Friends programme, also in small groups. The 

children will gather in the church on Sunday 19th April to pray and get ready to begin the programme on Sunday 

26th April. It will take thirty minutes to complete it in the Hall for four Sundays after Mass. On the fifth Sunday 

the children will celebrate completing the programme. As a small community of their own within the school and 

the parish, they will look forward to the following Saturday for the great festival of First Holy Communion.  

These two programmes need the support of the whole parish by giving time to the children generously at Mass each Sunday.  

Active Celebration of the Sacrament of Reconciliation. 

On Friday Fr. Ness visited the children of P3 with Miss Patterson. They showed off enthusiastically their Workbooks 

for the Sacrament of Reconciliation, pointing out the photograph or drawing of themselves they had inserted to mark 

the book as their own. Many of the books had been neatly “backered” at home. The children were learning about Malawi 

from their teacher who had spent 6 weeks working there in what is said to be the poorest country in Africa. Miss 

Patterson plans to return to teach there for one week later this year and will look for fundraising support from both 

the school and the parish. Lily could answer the question: what was the original name of Malawi?         

Fr. Ness had celebrated the Sacrament of Reconciliation with the children of Miss McShane’s P7 class. They celebrated 

the sacrament very well. Last Monday and into Tuesday morning, he celebrated the Sacrament with the children of 

P7/P6 class led by Miss Mitchell. Those children too celebrated the Sacrament with understanding and reverence. On 

Monday it will be the turn of children taught by Mr. Bradley in P6. Their preparation will equal the two other classes.   

All three classes from P7 to P6 have deepened their understanding of the Sacrament from when they had been in P3. 

They know the difference between Confession and Reconciliation. One focusses on our failings the other recognizes 

that despite our failings there are many signs of goodness in our thoughts and in our actions. Reconciliation allows us 

to merge the two experiences so that the peace of Jesus Christ fills the vacuum left when our sins are forgiven. 

 

 

 

PARISH   AND   PARISHIONERS. 

The Year of the Word, is celebrated in a particular way today.  

The Year [2020] of the Word: The God Who Speaks: 

Pope Francis in an Apostolic Exhortation has reminded all bishops and priests in the Church:  

• The Church has always venerated the Divine Scriptures just as she has always venerated the Body of 

the Lord in the Eucharist. 

• She has always regarded the Scriptures, taken with sacred Tradition, as the supreme rule of our faith. 

• All the preaching of the Church should be nourished and ruled by Sacred Scripture. 

• Access to Sacred Scripture ought to be wide open to the Christian faithful. 

• The Church strives to reach day by day a more profound understanding of the Sacred Scriptures. 

• All clerics, especially priests of Christ who are officially engaged in the ministry of the Word, 

should immerse themselves in the Scriptures by constant sacred reading and diligent study. 

• It must not happen that anyone becomes “an empty preacher of the Word of God to others, not being a 

hearer of the Word in his own heart,” when he ought to be sharing the boundless riches of the divine 

Word with the faithful who are committed to his care especially in the celebration of Mass. 

• It is for the bishops “with whom the apostolic doctrine resides [as the present day successors to the 

twelve apostles]” suitably to instruct the faithful entrusted to them in the correct use of the 

divine books, especially of the New Testament and in particular of the Gospels. 

Fr. Ronald Rolheiser’s column in the Scottish Catholic Observer: both last Sunday and this Sunday his 

spiritual writings are wonderfully clear and very easy to absorb. Last Sunday writing about St. Therese  -  

the Little Flower, he spoke of her “little way” and how we can follow it. Spare copies of the paper are on the 

table at the door  -  free. It’s worth reading. This Sunday is also important and will be helpful to many 

people. The heading is “The difficult business of making amends.” He always has a very human insight. 

Wednesday evening   -   Faith Matters at 7pm. As part of the “Year of the Word” we have explained how 

we can use Holy Reading [Lectio Divina] to pray using Gospel passages and also how to use two other 

methods of prayer using the Scriptures. These methods are Reflecting on God [Theological Reflection] and 

Imaginative Contemplation.  From small acorns large oak trees may grow. This group of priest and men and 

women of this parish is open to all to participate at any point and at any time to nourish their spiritual life.   

Distribution of Holy Communion: last Sunday we reduced from five to three the number of Eucharistic 

Ministers who distribute the host and therefore the overall number of ministers to eight with the priest still 

giving a blessing to each child. We will monitor until Lent how well this works for the community at Mass.                  

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                      
Week of Prayer for Christian Unity: concluded yesterday but the community from St. Margaret’s Church 

and Crosshill Church will join us at 2pm today in a Service to celebrate our Christian faith and to pray 

for Christian Unity. We will use the form of the Service approved and issued by the Churches Together of 

Great Britain and Ireland for this year. The theme this year is the shipwreck of St. Paul on Malta.  

 

The St. Margaret’s Children and Family Care [Adoption] Society has received the proceeds of our annual 

Crib Appeal - £531.71 by our paying this to the Diocese. Thank you for your generosity. 

  

The Parish website: is fully operational at www.st-brendans.com. The website will be kept up to date with 

information about parish events and ministries. Please log on and explore what is already on our website.   

 

 

 

                                                                                                                 

http://www.st-brendans.com/


PRAYER INTENTION REQUESTS FROM PARISHIONERS                                                                                                         

those who have died recently: Pat McShane.                                                                                                                 

those whose Anniversary or Month Mind Remembrance occurs about now: Annie Brown; Gerard Lynch; 

Canon George Boyd; Margaret Hanney; Helen Kelly. 

In our Piety Stall at the main entrance:  a full range of cards, diaries and spiritual gifts are available 

at the Stall. While still in the Ordinary Season of the Year our preparations are already turning to Lent:                                                                                                                                                                                     

My Day by Day booklet of Scripture readings for every day in February will be followed by a special booklet for 

the whole of Lent. There are special booklets for Infant children of P1 & P2 age and another for P3-P7 children. 

Take one of these to use as a positive for Lent. Don’t give up something for Lent  -  take up something positive 

such as following the Scripture passages used day by day. These fit together in the whole Season up to Easter.                                                                                                                                                                                       

The Magnificat booklet contains the prayers and readings for daily Mass plus the Breviary Prayers and 

meditations for each day and information on the life of the saint of the day AND                                                           

the Sacred Heart Messenger written by Jesuits makes this very special and has prayers, reflections on 

scripture and meditations on our spiritual life using poetry and art and an imaginative section for children .  

Calendars: there are several calendars for 2020 sent by Missionary Orders to the parish which are available at 

the main entrance to the church. Please take one for display at home and as a way into prayer at home.       

Parish Income and Expenditure for the year 2019: an extract from this Statement will be given out as you 

leave after Mass. Thank all of you, once more, for your consistent generous support of this community. Any 

questions about our finances can be raised with Fr. Ness, preferably in person.  

Wednesday Morning Mass in the hall: Bishop Nolan presided as he often does. He features on the front page 

of this week’s Catholic Observer following his recent visit to the Holy Land. He will give a talk to the parish 

about the Holy Land on one Wednesday in Lent, supported by slides and photographs he has taken there.  

On Sunday 23rd February there will be an Appeal by Fr. Peter for the charity Let the Children. 

For our children: the Parent Fundraising Group: “Black & Bling” Ladies Night, next Saturday in the Parish 

Hall from 7pm-11pm. Tickets are £10 and include live entertainment, sandwiches, snacks and a glass of “fizz” on 

arrival. Tickets are available from the members of the Group who ask for a generous response for an excellent 

social night aimed at providing form the good of all the children in the primary school.   

The Burns/Scottish Night  -  thank you for your generous support -  this Friday evening in the Hall.                                    

Please arrive at 6.30 so all can be seated and ready to start promptly at 7pm.  The nicht’s awngawns:  

• Welcome from Fr. Ness at 7pm sharp  -   hoping all are ready and at ease in their places by then. 

• Scottish Piper enters with the Haggis [the Address recited by Becky, a teenage girl from Easterhouse.]  

• Introduction of our guests by our Chairman followed by The Selkirk Grace [before meals] 

• The meal - 3 courses plus cheese and biscuits -   please make allowances for this during your day. 

• Interval then first of three singers, Peter Nevans. once of St. Ignatius’ parish and followed later in the 

evening by Catherine Anne from our parish and Dom Milligan, John and Patricia’s son. 

• Toast to the Poetry and Songs and to the memory of Rabbie [Robert] Burns by Fr. Ness.  

• Toast [humorous] to the Lassies of St. Brendan’s by Robert Nimmo   -  a friend of Fr. Ness. 

• Reply for the gracious “Bonnie Lassies” of St. Brendan’s by Kathleen Cosgrove. 

• Round off our Night with Scottish songs, Scottish music and guid Scots tongue wagging.   

Next Sunday: our social in the Hall after Mass. All are invited. Thank you for the generosity of so many people 

who have made this hour so significant to our life in the parish, especially those whole families who take part.   

 

 

 

  

The Third Sunday in Ordinary Time – 26th January 2020.          

Let us nourish the spiritual life of every parishioner by working together to 

lead more families into our community, to help them feel welcome when they 

come here so that they may participate joyfully in the life of this parish.   

                                                                                                                                                                

Today we think ever more deeply of the Word of God which the pope has 

instructed everyone to do on this day. We also rejoice with the children now 

committed to full preparation for the Sacraments within the parish and we 

look forward to next Sunday and the next Social in the Hall after Mass.   

 

Mass: Sunday at 10.30am and at 4.30pm. Midweek at 9.30am.                                       

Holy Hour: every Thursday at 7pm.  

http://www.facebook.com/saintbrenrc

