
     

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Year 2020-21 in St. Brendan’s.  -   A focus on the parish past and future: 

Yesterday we celebrated Requiem Mass for Henry Douglas who came to the parish in or about 1979 and who served 

as Sacristan in succession to Joe Lees for 28 years from 1991 until 2019, when Anne Therese succeeded him.  On 

Wednesday we will say goodbye to Sarah Boyle who will leave here with great sadness and regret after [many] years 

of participation for St. Mary’s in Hamilton. Sarah’s son Ivan was ordained a priest here. Today we offer all families 

a Memorial Card for Fr. Denis Keane, the first priest to serve in this parish. He died on 29th March last year. Today 

we pray on their anniversaries for Bridget and Anthony Murphy who like Anthony Murphy [Sen] and their children, 

Eileen and her sister were “in at the start” of St. Brendan’s.                                                                                                                                                                            

HOW TO CONNECT THE PAST TO THE FUTURE? Only through handing on the “Deposit of Faith.” How do we 

do that……………………well, for part of the answer read this extract of a letter from Bishop Toal dated:                                                                             

Monday, 1st March 2021 

Dear Fathers and Deacons, 

I hope this finds you all well as we move into the brighter Spring Days of March and continue our Lenten journey towards 

the new life of Easter. 

I realise there will be some anticipation, and anxiety, about when the present restrictions on public worship in Scotland will 

be relaxed. Indication has been given that it will be before Easter, and we look forward to hearing from the Scottish 

Government when it will happen. Until then we should hold back from making definitive plans for the Sacred Triduum and 

Easter Sunday. It is worth remembering that in the Church’s Liturgy we do celebrate Easter through the Easter Octave and 

it will be good to explain this to the faithful if the on-going restrictions limit what is possible over the Easter weekend. 

You may have seen the speculation that Pope Francis will come to Glasgow in November to address the COP26 United 

Nations Climate Change Conference. It will be wonderful if this happens. I don’t think there will be much opportunity for 

many of us to see the Holy Father if he comes but I surmise that what he says may have quite an impact on some of what 

we do in the future. The Catholic Church in Scotland will have to take on board the message Pope Francis offers the 

world from Glasgow. 

I remind you of the invitation to join the Vespers for Clergy on 10th March and 18th March at 7pm. The preacher on St John 

Ogilvie’s Feast will be Fr Stuart Chalmers, the Spiritual Director of the Royal Scots College in Salamanca, and, for the 1st 

Vespers of St Joseph, the preacher will be Fr Brian McKay, an Irish Carmelite. I encourage your participation [ie priests and 

deacons of this Diocese] as we support each other in prayer. 

Thinking about the present Year of St Joseph, I propose that we celebrate a Diocesan Novena in honour of St Joseph 

through the nine days leading up to the Feast of St Joseph the Worker on Saturday May 1st. All parishes will be invited 

to participate, and the focus of our prayer will be for the Family, for the recovery of our world from the damaging effects 

of the coronavirus, and the well-being of the Church as we look ahead, and for Vocations on 4th Sunday of Easter.  

I ask you to promote SCIAF’s Wee Box 2021 campaign in your social media and bulletins. The project being supported 

this Lent is to assist Disabled Children in South Sudan, one of the poorest countries in the world, and I encourage you to 

make it known and to seek a generous response through on-line giving. I have prepared a letter as President of SCIAF 

for the 4th Sunday of Lent, so I ask to publicise it on that Sunday.  PLEASE RESPOND TO THIS APPEAL, PLEASE 

I ask you all to look at the monies you are holding in your local accounts and make wise and generous decisions about what 

can be placed in the Parish Investment Funds looked after by the Diocese. I am really asking for a renewed commitment to 

each other and to each other’s parishes rather than an “every man for himself” outlook. 

Yours in Christ, 

 Joseph Toal 

 

 

St. Brendan’s Parish    –   our place of worship re-opens as we move towards Easter.   

Jesus said: I am the true Vine and my father is the vine-grower. Every branch in me that bears no 

fruit, he cuts away. Every branch that does bear fruit, he prunes to make it bear more fruit.   

Let us speak and act truthfully with everyone but especially with the families who have requested the Sacraments 

of Baptism, Reconciliation, Eucharist [Holy Communion] and Confirmation for their child. God rejoices in these 

requests and so does the parish family of St. Brendan’s.                         YET 

The Track and Trace records for this parish which we have had to keep up to date during the last year, demonstrate 

that our worshipping community needs to re-engage very quickly with many children and their families if these 

beautiful sources of God’s grace -   the Sacraments -    are to bear fruit in the lives of the children.  

 

1. When you have not been able to come to the parish for Mass on Sunday with the community -   has this 

troubled you? Do you feel you have lost something you value? 

2. Do you look forward to returning to St. Brendan’s with your children, or, after an absence of one year 

do you feel you can, and you now prefer to live without participation in St. Brendan’s. 

3. When you read about Henry and Fr. Keane, about Sarah Boyle, and about the Murphys at the top of 

page two of this bulletin, does it leave you emotional because you understand their experience in this 

community or unmoved because you’ve never had or known the joy they have experienced through 

participating and belonging in this worshipping community?  

4. Is it a burden on you to take part with your family when preparation for the Sacraments comes round as 

it has come round for children in P3, P4, P6 and P7? Some families who requested the Sacrament of 

Reconciliation for their child in P3 have not requested the Sacrament of the Eucharist -   First Holy 

Communion   -   for their child in P4.  

The stewards who have implemented the protocols to allow the church to open since last July, will now serve the 

community by making telephone contact with those who have given their contact details for many different 

purposes to Church. The steward who calls will introduce the call with words like “hello, I’m phoning from St. 

Brendan’s. How are you?” and take the conversation from there - short or long.      

If you wish to you can share the celebration of Mass each day from Sunday to Saturday through the 

parish’s social media platform.                                HERE’S HOW TO DO IT:                                                                       
Mass for families with children at primary school: Mass each day midweek at 8.30AM broadcast from the 

church as well as on Sunday at 10.30AM, will be celebrated with children very much in mind. Fr. Ness will speak 

with the children intending deliberately to engage with them right from the start of Mass and speaking at all times 

during Mass as if they are present in the church. Mrs. Oates will broadcast 8.30AM Mass to all children present in 

school and then by video on the school app for the benefit of all of the children. It has not been possible to 

broadcast the Mass from the church at 8.30 via the school APP using Microsoft Teams.  

Please try to follow Mass as if you are present in church together with your children.  Only in this way can the 

preparation in the Home and in the Parish and in the School be carried out hand in hand this year for the 

Sacraments. Have you taken part in Mass this way at any time since the church closed last July?  

 

To help families in our community engage with the parish’s Children’s Liturgy each week, Fr. Ness and 

Margaret Dochnenko will take turns to present on Facebook a Talk for the children of Primary School age P3, P4 

and P5 on Saturday at 7pm. Please access this “online” whenever most suitable to you. 

Anyone wishing to participate at Mass on any morning from Monday to Friday as representing the Parish 

Family, please enquire with Lynne or Kathleen.  Contact Lynne on 07803-314555 or by email: 

lynnekellas@icloud.com or Kathleen on 07585-225837 or at: Kathleencosgrove@btopenworld.com.                                                                            

Fr. Ness welcomes the prospect of always having one parishioner present with him for Eucharist.  

 at 9.30am and every Requiem Mass 

will be live streamed AND the Mass at 6pm on Saturday and both Masses on Sunday – 10.30 and 16.30.                                                                                                                                                                                      

A Talk at 1pm on Sacred Scripture is offered each day AND at 9pm a Time for Prayer at Night during Lent will 

be offered for participation by all who wish to meditate and pray together.            

The Piety Stall: is stocked with booklets and cards for both Lent and Easter. It is accessible to all in the parish. 

This valuable resource is maintained to help you and your children.  
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PRAYER INTENTION REQUESTS FROM PARISHIONERS:                                                                                                                                         

those who have died recently: Henry Douglas [Sacristan here for 30 years];  

those whose Month Mind or Anniversary occurs about now: Charles Douglas [father of Henry, above];          

Gerard McLaughlin; Bridget and Anthony Murphy; John Ness. 

Prayer and Almsgiving during Lent and on to Easter:                                                                               
Call to Prayer: The Ecumenical Call to Prayer for today 7th March at 7.00 pm is attached, with the link: 
https://www.churchofscotland.org.uk/news-and-events/news/2021/christians-across-scotland-will-join-in-

prayer-this-sunday 

SCIAF this Lent:                                                                                                                                                        
Bishop Toal has asked for our support as set out in the extract from his letter dated 1st March which is printed on page 

2 of this bulletin. We had obtained 60 of the “Wee Box” Appeal packs. Three are still available at the church entrance. 

We will get more this week. This is a request for justice which we mustn’t ignore.  AND on Friday of this week - 

12th March - SCIAF’S Day of Prayer for children in South Sudan with disabilities who are deprived of any kind 

of opportunity for education.    JOIN IN WITH MANY OTHERS                                                                                                      

“We need to care for and accompany people with disabilities in every condition of life - taking on situations of 

marginalization with strength and tenderness.”   Pope Francis.                    AND 

Stations of the Cross written specially for SCIAF by Fr. Stephen Reilly, found at www.sciaf.org.uk/resources. 

Next Sunday 14th March is SCIAF SUNDAY - the Annual collection in all parishes as best this can be taken up. 

AND            Family 24 Hour Lenten Fast for SCIAF: Find out more at www.sciaf.org.uk/24hourfast. 

 

Parish 200 Club for the year 2021-22.    Our year long fundraising initiative which invites your support. 

The final draw for 2020-2021 will take place on Sunday 28th March. 

Renewal of membership or new membership for the next year is now open.  New members will be notified of their 

allocated number. Due to the continuing restrictions against personal contact, we request members to renew/join by 

placing payment (cheque payable to St Brendan’s Church or Cash) for £24 per membership in an envelope, with 

Name, Address and Contact Telephone Number written on the envelope.  Envelope/payment can be handed in to 

Church or if convenient to John Campbell, 5 Annan Grove, ML1 2BS.  If anyone is paying by direct bank payment to 

the Parish’s Bank Account, please telephone John on 269277 to confirm. 

We had 101 memberships this past year and target this year to at least match this.  Heartfelt thanks from the 

community to all who have supported this fundraising activity in recent years. 

The winners in 2020-2021 in monthly sequence were: 

April       _ Fiona Kerrigan.    May         _ Margaret Dochnenko.   June           _ Claire McAlinden.   

July         _ Bill Dunbar.         August      _ Margaret O’Kane.         September _ Johana McGuiness.               

October _ Ellen Fagan.        November_ John McConnell.           December _ Anne Marie Mclaughlin. 

January _ Ellen Roy.            February   _ Rosina McAleavy.         March         _ To Be Drawn 28-3-21. 

 

 

 

  

Third Sunday in the Season of Lent.        Seventh March 2021. 

 

Liturgies during this week: 

Monday to Friday: Mass at 8.30 AM in the church for the Primary School 

children [with one teacher attending and broadcast to the school and on our Facebook.] 

Monday to Saturday: Mass at 9.30AM with one parishioner attending. 

Wednesday at 12 Noon: Requiem Mass for Thomas Christopher Young. 

Saturday at 6pm: Vigil Mass for Sunday with one parishioner attending. 

Saturday at 7pm: conversation with the children of primary school P3, P4 and 

P5 age group on the Parish’s Facebook site - but open to all children of all ages. 

Sunday: Mass at 10.30AM and 4.30pm each with one parishioner attending. 

 

The parish’s Facebook page and Twitter feed show any changes to the schedule. 
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