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The Church’s Liturgical Year 2020-21 in St. Brendan’s.                                                         

This weekend we enter the second week of the Season of Advent and we light a second purple 

candle from the four candles in the circle in our wreath.                                                                                                  

Advent means coming towards each one of us in our own situation and not merely “coming” into the world.                                                                             

Images of Advent: the wreath formed by a circle of greenery from the pine tree is an image of the eternity of God.  

It has no beginning and no end. It is surrounded by four candles in various colours which support the Christmas 

Candle in the centre.  The candles signify Hope, Love, Joy and Peace. 

Advent - enduring proclamation: that in Jesus and through him light overcomes the darkness of our lives -   
personal, family, parish, Church and world. Hope will overcome despair. Peace will overcome division.  Love will 
overcome indifference and neglect. Joy is the result. 

Advent at our own homes this year: many families in our parish will not be able to attend our church to see the 
wreath or watch the lit candles. Please form a wreath of your own at home with small candles and gather your 
children with you around it to think and pray in Advent together.                                                                                                                                                                      

Advent and our Sacramental Life: the wedding here this Saturday 5th December of ‘Tricia and Stephen, parents 
of Olivia, Michael and Jude, decided upon after much thought and through both being free to marry, may rouse or 
motivate other couples within the parish who are able to celebrate this Sacrament, to consider thoughtfully and 
prayerfully as in the case of Tricia and Stephen if they wish to marry having set aside all concerns except the nature 
of their love for one another  -  exclusive, life long, faithful and freely and unconditionally given to the other   -   and so 
bring Jesus into the intimacy of this deepest form of human relationship from which a family is born. 

Advent and our spiritual life: with this bulletin we present a coloured insert prepared by Fr. Denis McBride for 
this year’s Advent Extra magazine for you in thought, meditation and prayer. It is headed THE WILDERNESS: 
Sanctuary or Wasteland. Fr. McBride asks: What does WILDERNESS mean to you?  He comments “Few of us 
would want the wilderness as our regular address. We prefer the familiar territory of our comfort zones.                                                           
Please read this two-sided A4 sheet and enjoy the insight it offers you.                                                                                                         
What do you make of the story he tells of Chris McCandlish?                                                                                                                                    
What do you make of the quotation from the Blessing of Pope Francis to the City of Rome and to the world?  

St. Brendan’s Muirhouse and the Pastoral Review: Greetings to the church in Motherwell   -  this is the title given to 
the Review of our community, our parish family in the context of our spiritual and pastoral life during the 
shutdown/lockdown months since March of this year. It will appear in the January edition of The Pastoral Review. It 
has been written by Josephine Smith, former Head of RE at St. Andrew’s High School Carntyne and a parishioner of St. 
Brendan’s Parish in Yoker in the Arch Diocese of Glasgow. Josephine [Josie] is a regular visitor to this parish and 
noticed and was impressed by the dynamism of the children and their families who supported them in all the arts 
and crafts they brought to adorn the Sanctuary through Lent and Easter stretching into Pentecost. A copy of this 
review will be made available to those who wish to read what Josie has written about this parish family,       

St. Brendan’s Muirhouse and Henry Douglas [long time parishioner and sacristan]: on Thursday Fr. 
Ness visited Henry at the Care Home in Carluke where he has lived since leaving Muirhouse and giving up his long 
service of this community as sacristan. To use that phrase “he is badly failed since we last saw him.” He received the 
Sacrament of the Sick and was able to swallow a small particle of the Host in Holy Communion. Fr. Ness will visit 
Henry again on Monday to bring to him the prayers and thoughts of our parish family offered this weekend.     

St. Brendan’s - Our Lady’s High School Fundraising: this year the School will be taking part in a Walkathon to 

raise funds for our three chosen charities: - St Andrew’s Hospice, St Margaret's Children and Family Care Society 

and SCIAF. On Wednesday December the 16th, with Fr. Ness taking part, we will attempt to walk to the "North Pole" 

whilst wearing our Christmas jumpers. Rather than looking for sponsors or taking up collections in the school we 

have set up a JustGiving page – please support us by making a donation. It doesn’t matter how much – it all adds 

up.  The link for the page is: https://www.justgiving.com/crowdfunding/olhsnorthpolewalkathon. 

   

 

St. Brendan’s – Tier 4 Protocols   -   in place for North Lanarkshire.                       
Until this coming Friday, 11th December, only 20 persons can participate at Mass.  The expectation is 
that from and after next Saturday/Sunday, or at the very least from Monday 14th December, the limit 
will be restored to fifty persons. Until the number is increased these are the arrangements for Mass:                                                                                                                                                 

Midweek Morning Mass:  those persons wishing to participate each morning have been given two 
mornings  -  either Monday and Thursday of each week or Tuesday and Friday.  If you cannot attend 
Mass regularly on the appointed day, your place will be left vacant.  If you wish to attend Mass only 
from time to time, please ask Lynne or Kathleen to allocate a place on the specific day[s] you wish.  

 at 9.30am and every Requiem Mass will be live streamed.  AND ALSO 

Mass at 6PM on Saturday and at both 10.30AM and 4.30pm on Sunday.      

Wednesday: reserved for a Requiem Mass or to take the group of parishioners who were unable to 
participate at Mass because a Requiem Mass will/had been celebrated on one or other of their 
allocated days   -  for example on a Monday or a Friday.   This will apply on Monday 14th December 
for the Requiem Mass of  Andrew John MacNamarra.                                                                                                         
From now until 30th December:  Mass will be celebrated at 7pm on Wednesday. Parishioners who cannot 
attend morning Mass and/or cannot attend Mass on either Saturday or Sunday, will get priority to participate 
at this Mass. A place can be reserved in advance for any Wednesday with either Lynne or Kathleen. 

Saturday and Sunday: the fifty persons listed for each Mass and those in waiting for that Mass have 
been formed into three “weeks” of twenty participants with known family groupings being kept 
together in  the sequence 1, 2 & 3. This weekend is the third weekend in that sequence. If the 
number of parishioners who can attend Mass is restored to fifty persons then for next weekend, we 
will revert to the established allocation of fifty named parishioners for each of the four Masses at the 
weekend.  If not, we restart at the first week of the three-week cycle. 

To participate at any Mass in the church:  Lynne Kellas and Kathleen Cosgrove record the identity of 
parishioners for the purpose of “Track & Trace”.  Contact Lynne on 07803-314555 or by email: 
lynnekellas@icloud.com or Kathleen on 07585-225837 or at: Kathleencosgrove@btopenworld.com                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                

STEWARDING  -  renewal of service:  several parishioners who have provided this service since the 
church re-opened in July have recently withdrawn. All of  the others including Jim, the Parish’s 
designated coordinator to the Diocese and our Track and Trace coordinators Lynne and Kathleen are 
entitled to a rest after months of resolute service. From first January, the parish community hereby asks 
each steward to step down from this service.                                                                                                                                
We begin now to recruit and train parishioners to serve as stewards. All those who presently serve as 
a steward will be welcomed if they volunteer again but having served for seven months, they mustn’t 
feel obliged to do so. Once we learn of those willing to serve, we will be able to set the number and 
times of daily and weekend Mass for 2021. Kathleen Cosgrove will provide an ID Form if you wish it.                                                                                                                                                                                                             

Matters distinct from those listed above:                                                                              
Facebook: A “live” statement by Fr. Ness will be broadcast regularly to highlight information about the 
parish in a very fast changing situation such as about Mass on Christmas Eve and Christmas Day.                   
Bishop Toal has authorized all priests to celebrate five Masses over this period. The number able to attend 
each Mass is taken to be 50. The Stewards have committed to supporting the community at Masses on 
Christmas Eve at 5PM, 7PM and 9PM AND on Christmas Day at 9.30 AM and 11.30AM. Those wishing to 
attend Mass at Christmas should email or telephone Lynne or Kathleen to make this known. Those who have 
participated regularly at Mass or been on the waiting list to do so since July, will be assured of a place at a  
Mass at Christmas if they confirm before 12th December that they want to do so and if 50 are permitted.  

Generosity of parishioners: the end of both the liturgical year and the calendar year 2020 and the start 
of 2021 gives us an opportunity to look at where we are as a faith community  -  a parish in the RC Church. 
We have highlighted the generosity of parishioners. That has continued through the provision of the new 
candle stands at the altar and a plinth to hold the statue of the Child of Prague which is being manufactured. 
Thank you also to all who have and do contribute spiritually, pastorally, socially and sacramentally.                                                                                                                                                                                

                                                                                                                                                                                                 

https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.justgiving.com%2Fcrowdfunding%2Folhsnorthpolewalkathon&data=04%7C01%7C%7C079076268e744910b90408d89767e2ac%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C637425819727108135%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=IJqFQDL1UpOPKkCoMPVQFQ7pgwM7AxfweG5FFiVDx1k%3D&reserved=0
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PRAYER INTENTION REQUESTS FROM PARISHIONERS: 

those who have died recently: Andrew John MacNamarra; Frank Clark and James Grant [Holytown];               

Ann Kirkpatrick; Joe Hughes; Georgina Hadden; James Carswell; Malcolm Lowe. 

those whose Month Mind Remembrance or Anniversary occurs now: Connie McGinn;Thomas Smith [3rd]; 

David Ness; Margaret Cairns [18th]; Charlie Skelly [9th]. 

Birthday Remembrance: the late Joe Parks, John Ness and Moyra Ness;  

Saturday marriage celebration: ‘Tricia Timmons and Stephen Leary, the parents of Olivia and Michael 

and Jude celebrated their wedding here with family and friends. We share their joy on this sacramental day. 

Points of Information in summary form:      

The Piety Stall has been relocated to the Hall; it will be open after each of the Masses this Saturday and Sunday for 

the sale of cards for Christmas. All protocols for your safety are being observed in the Hall as in the church.             

Please support the effort members of the parish community makes to serve you there. Special mention is made of 

the Revised New Jerusalem Bible, the Redemptorist through the Year with Mary Diary for 2021 and the My Day 

by Day pocket sized diary for 2021. All three are available in the Stall for sale. Every home should have the 

Bible in modern translation. The two diaries will be a support for a thirst for knowledge of Sacred Scripture.  

Spirituality: many find the Magnificat booklet to be a very helpful and uncomplicated resource for daily prayer. It 

contains the Readings and prayers for each Mass plus information about the Season of the Liturgical Year such as 

Advent and about the saints whose Feast Day is celebrated in the month. It provides prayers from the Breviary for each 

day and can be purchased as a gift for Christmas by a subscription in advance for the twelve months of the year. Ask at 

the stall for one of the December taster sample gratis. The more standard booklet My Day by Day which give the 

passages of Scripture for each day is always available from the Stall. Copies of the Junior version for Advent and 

the Infant version were distributed to children of P5 and P1&2. The Sacred Heart Messenger can also be bought.  

Christmas Baubles for the Tree at home: the parish would like to offer each family a token of our sense of 

togetherness and so from the third Sunday in Advent a box containing baubles will be placed at each of the two exits. 

There are six baubles showing religious scenes to choose from which will adorn your Christmas trees at home.   

SCIAF: Real Gifts: a goat £32; two pigs £70; warm blankets £18; train a health worker £132; water filter £37. 

These “alternative” gifts can be made by the Order Forms available at our exits or from Fr. Ness for SCIAF.    

Ecumenical Call to Prayer: For the 39th consecutive week Christians can pray together at 7 pm, today Sunday 6th 

December.  The internet link to the pandemic prayer is: https://www.churchofscotland.org.uk/news-and-

events/news/2020/join-in-prayer-this-sunday-with-Scottish-Christians 

The ramp at the side exit from the church and floor tiling at two locations: there will be an enlarged level 

platform created at the side exit with facing brick retaining wall and ornamental safety grill installed on top of coving. 

A concrete slope in two sections will be created from that standing area leading down to the surface level of the 

carpark. The pathway from the platform leading to the Hall and to the School will be re-routed but preserved. We 

thank Craig Matthewman and Gordon McGachie of DBM Consultants for the advice which they have given and for 

the success of this planning stage. The re-tiling of the steps at the Barons Road entrance to the church and to the chapel 

house has been scheduled by Prater Contracts of Cleland for immediately after the Christmas/New Year holiday.    

 

  

    

Sixth December 2020, the Second Sunday of Advent. 

Mass in the Parish during this second week of the Liturgical Year: 

Monday at 10.30AM.  [to allow Fr. Ness to lead the second Advent service in 

and for the children of the school, 

Tuesday, Thursday and Friday: at 9.30 AM. 

Wednesday at 7pm  [the timing of this Mass has been set to allow parishioners 

who have not participated in Mass since March the priority to do so.] 

 

Saturday at 12 Noon: the first of two Vigil Masses for Sunday -  not streamed                                                                                       

Saturday at 6pm: the second Vigil Mass for Sunday   -   live streamed                                                                                                                    

Sunday: Mass at 10.30am and at 4.30pm  -  both live streamed 

The parish’s Facebook page and Twitter feed shows changes to the schedule. 
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