
       

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

    

St. Brendan’s  -  our life in Jesus during this Christmas Season including the Epiphany. 

Pope Francis: this was the message of the pope which he had presented to the world on Christmas Day and 

we hope his words reflect the Christmas which families have celebrated.  

"Brothers and sisters, I wish you a Merry Christmas, a happy and holy Christmas.  

 

I would like that – yes, there are well wishes, family reunions, this is always very beautiful – but may there also be the 

awareness that God comes “for me”. Let’s everyone say this: God comes for me. The awareness that to seek God, to find 

God, to accept God, humility is needed: to seek with humility the grace of breaking the mirror of vanity, of pride, of looking 

at ourselves.  

 

To look at Jesus, to look toward the horizon, to look at God who comes to us and who touches our hearts with that 

restlessness that brings us hope. Happy and holy Christmas!" 

 

Bishop Toal: with this bulletin we provide the full text of the letter for the New Year issued by the bishop to 

“All the faithful” in this Diocese. Please read the letter in full, but focussing on these parts of it which relate 

most forcefully to us and our situation: 
 
I can understand that some will be hesitant about coming to church until things improve and it is appropriate for you to 
decide when that will be the case. If you don’t feel able to come to Mass on Sunday at present, then pray at home, 
preferably with your family, and if possible, follow Holy Mass on-line. Sunday is the Lord’s Day and it should always be 
kept in his honour, with time being given to him even when we cannot attend Mass. 

I thank all those who work in particular ways to support our parishes and the Diocese. A particular word of thanks to the 
volunteers [stewards in our parish] who have taken responsibility for caring for our churches and assist those who attend 
Mass and other services in these difficult times. Your commitment, patience, and good humour is much appreciated. 

I thank you for your continuing financial support for the Church. With smaller congregations there has been a fall in income 
and this is a challenge as we look to the future, especially with the increase in the cost of living and the threat of more r ises 
to come. This has been especially noticeable in the cost of building materials, which are making repair work or improvements 
more costly. In such circumstances wise judgments are required in deciding what work is essential and what will have to 
wait. While other parishes can offer some support through the Parochial Investment Fund, parishes do need to seek 
generous donors and do fund-raising themselves 

All parishes, and indeed other groups, have been asked to participate in the Synodal Process in the first three months of the 
year. I recognise that the present restrictions on gathering in groups may curtail the planned meetings, but I hope that 
some will be possible with beneficial outcomes for the parishes and the Diocese and Church in Scotland. 

Our present seminarians are at home for the Christmas Holidays – Chris Furmage, Ronan McQuade, and Kieran Burt will 
return to Rome early in January, while Deacon Chris Morris, Colum Martin, and Christopher Igwe will do Parish pastoral 
placements before returning to St Mary’s, Oscott, near Birmingham, later in January. I ask your continued prayers for all 
of them. 

Pope Francis wrote an uplifting letter last Sunday, the Feast of the Holy Family, to married couples, encouraging them to 
remain aware of and fully open to the person of Christ in their lives together. We intend to have a Mass for married couples, 
particularly those who married last year or celebrated special anniversaries, in the Cathedral on Thursday 27th January, 
so hopefully it can be go ahead and couples and their families will feel able to attend. 

On Sunday [second January] we celebrate the Solemnity of the Epiphany, and we keep the World Day of Prayer for Peace. 
As always. this is an important intention as we begin the New Year with its renewed optimism that our world will indeed 
be more peaceful in 2022.  

Today we also add Justice to our prayers for Peace here in Scotland. Bishop William Nolan of Galloway Diocese offers us a 
letter for reflection and action for a more just and peaceful world. It is included with this bulletin. Please be as generous as 
possible to the Collection for the Office of Justice and Peace.   

 

 

Our Pastoral Life in St. Brendan’s                                                                                                                

The Catholic Church in 2022:                                                                                                                       
Pope Francis plans to publish a constitution to reform the Roman Curia, appoint several senior Vatican officials, 

hold a consistory to create new cardinals, celebrate the 10th World Meeting of Families in Rome and, depending 

on the Covid-19 situation, visit countries in the Middle East, Asia, Africa and Europe—all in 2022. 

The pope, who celebrated his 85th birthday on December 17th, is clearly not planning to slow down. He is in good 

health, and his plans for 2022 indicate that he is carrying out his duties as pontiff with as much vigour as ever; 

there appears to be no resignation or papal conclave on the horizon. 

The Indian Cardinal Oswald Gracias reports, “Francis’ attitude towards his papacy can be summed up as: “the 

Lord has chosen me, the Lord will protect me as long as he wants. I’m doing my best, and when he wants, 

he takes me away.” 

 

The parish in 2022:                                                                                                                                                           

Father Ness was admitted to Wishaw General Hospital on Monday night for two days of investigation and 

diagnosis because of episodes of Meniere’s disease which have occurred without warning and with increasing 

frequency since 17th December. These episodes involve violent dizziness and sickness. There is no cure or 

prevention of this disease, but the episodes can be managed under the direction of an Audiologist. The structure of 

the inner ear controls the spatial awareness and mechanism of the body which allow us to stand and balance and 

even a fleeting disruption to that structure can produce dizziness closely followed by projectile vomiting. This 

does not respect where the person might be or what the person might be doing  -   including celebrating Mass. 

occurs. 

 

As a result of this development, the Spiritans, [Holy Ghost Fathers] have been asked to celebrate Mass for the 

parish community beginning on New Year’s Day and continuing until 5th February. They have re-arranged their 

commitments for this five week period to allow them to take up this request from us and we are very grateful to 

them for doing so from today. Several priests will be involved from the community in Carfin and we will need to 

provide transport on many of the days. We are grateful to Terry McCann and Richard Douglas for once again 

taking this ministry in hand for us. If you are able to support Terry and Richard at any time during this month, 

please speak to Terry to offer your services. 

   

Fr. Ness would like to meet with those who see themselves as Church Workers in each and every one of the many 

ministries  -  sacramental, spiritual, pastoral, and physical including hall-keeper, gardener, church cleaner, Monday 

Club leader and Wednesday Coffee Morning hosts, Rainbow and Brownie leaders, which now serve this 

community and with all those who regard themselves as belonging to St. Brendan’s. In short, no one is excluded 

including the parents of the recently appointed Altar Servers.  

 

The meeting has been set for 3pm on Tuesday in the church and no parishioner who attends will be turned 

away. Bishop Toal has been informed of what has happened and has considered with Fr. Ness the best way to deal 

with this health situation so that the good of the community can be protected.  This meeting will interest 

everyone who looks upon St. Brendan’s as their parish and who holds the best interest of the parish family 

in their heart. Questions and hopefully answers will follow the Introduction which Fr. Ness will give.  

  

Christopher Igwe, the seminarian who was to come here for the month of January to gain pastoral 

experience, has had to be sent to another parish in the diocese. In this placement, he should have lived in our 

chapel house and been available at all times to serve the community under the direction of the parish priest -  as he 

will do if he does complete his priestly formation and is ordained.  In the absence of Fr. Ness from ministry in the 

parish day by day, it has become necessary to re-direct Christopher to engage with another parish.  

The work of sacristan was to have involved Christopher during the month of January. The community 

needs more urgently than ever to respond to the need for a replacement sacristan, either in one person or 

through several parishioners. This ministry includes overseeing all of the functions which are evident when the 

church is open for Mass and others which are not obvious and will have to be taught.  Are there other parishioners 

willing to make a similar commitment as Anne Therese has made for 2+ years for the good of the community? 

This should not be left one group of people in St. Brendan’s. There is an obvious danger of them being over-

committed, even though they love to serve God through serving our parish family spiritually and pastorally.                                                                                                                                                                                                  

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                   

 

https://www.americamagazine.org/faith/2021/12/17/cardinal-gracias-pope-francis-health-advisors-reform-242077
https://www.americamagazine.org/faith/2021/12/17/cardinal-gracias-pope-francis-health-advisors-reform-242077


PRAYER INTENTION REQUESTS FROM PARISHIONERS:                                                                                                                                         

those who have died recently: Joseph Collins;  

those whose Month Mind or Anniversary occur about now: Phil Higgins; Henry Douglas; Stephen Mulheron; 

Michael Casey; Catherine Smith [24th]; Margaret Mary Fagan; John & Bridget Fagan; Betty & Michael Fagan; 

Hugh Kennedy; Jean & Buddy Gaffney; and all the deceased loved ones and members of the Fagan and Kennedy 

families.  

New Year Birthday Remembrance: Louise McCabe [Minnnesota]. 

Special Christmas prayer request: a family from the parish asked for our prayers in circumstances which 

prevented their participation at Mass over Christmas.  We prayed with you for them as they had asked, and we 

rejoice in their confidence that we would respond. Their confidence is well founded.   

OUR COMMUNITY. 

Celebration of Mass: as a community we thank Bishop Nolan for celebrating morning Mass on Monday, Tuesday 

Wednesday and Thursday this week. We thank Deacon Michael Meechan for leading the Service of Reception of the 

body of Cathie Byrne into the church on Tuesday evening for the Requiem Mass for Cathie, celebrated by Fr. Chromy 

at 11AM on Wednesday and for returning on Friday to lead a Liturgy of the Word with distribution of Holy 

Communion. We acknowledge and thank the generosity of Fr. Chromy in coming here to celebrate the Requiem Mass.     

Thank you for the many gifts and cards: the generosity of parishioners to the priest in every parish in the Diocese at 

Christmas is well established, but it is a very powerful part of the tradition and practice in St. Brendan’s. Thank you for 

that enduring generosity to the worker in the Vineyard of our Lord Jesus Christ, and may the Lord be gracious to all.    

 

Best wishes for the New Year: Andy Stewart used to sing on the Hogmanay Show: “A Guid new year to yin and 

aw and mony may ye hae” This is the wish for every person and every family in the coming year and may the 

Lord bless you and keep everyone safe under the shadow of his wings, especially the children and young people.  

 

St. Brendan’s Primary School:     Enrolment for 2022-23. 
 

Nursery: All children who will be 3 years of age before 1 March 2023 are entitled to 1140 hours statutory funding 

place during session August 2022/2023. 

Applications can be downloaded and completed online or are available from school office:  

https://www.northlanarkshire.gov.uk/schools-and-learning/early-learning-and-childcare/early-learning-and-childcare-

applications     CLOSING DATE FOR APPLICATIONS    -   FRIDAY 11TH FEBRUARY 2022, 

 

Primary One: Parents/carers of children who turn five between 1st. March 2022 and 28th. February 2023 should 

register by 24 January 2022 for starting school in August 2022.  

Applications can be downloaded and completed online or are available from school office: 

https://www.northlanarkshire.gov.uk/schools-and-learning/school-admissions/primary-school-registration-p1 

 

Safety in the church: The Government has issued updated guidance for places of worship in the light of the omicron 

variant. As we have been following the current guidance carefully (Sanitising, Face Masks, Track & Trace, and 

above all, Ventilation) we are already complying with the new guidance. 

Although for safety, we will ensure the church is well ventilated by opening the windows and internal doors, we 

will try to reduce the cold draughts. The external doors will be closed during Mass, but never locked. The 

heating will be put on sooner and kept on longer to maintain the interior temperature of the church for as long 

as possible during the celebration of Mass in the coming months of cold weather.  

 

 

    

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

SOLEMNITY OF MARY, MOTHER OF GOD. 

New Year’s Day 2022                                    and 

SOLEMNITY OF THE EPIPHANY                                              

Second January 2022. [Special Collection today - Justice and Peace] 
Liturgies for this week: 

Mass at 9.30AM from Monday through to Saturday. 

Saturday: Vigil Mass of Sunday at 5pm. 

Sunday: Mass at 10.30AM [celebrated and presented for children with their families] 

and at 4.30pm. 

[Mass on Sunday at both 10.30AM and 4.30PM is streamed live on our Facebook page.] 

The parish’s Facebook page and Twitter feed show any changes to the schedule. 

                                                                                      

https://www.northlanarkshire.gov.uk/schools-and-learning/early-learning-and-childcare/early-learning-and-childcare-applications
https://www.northlanarkshire.gov.uk/schools-and-learning/early-learning-and-childcare/early-learning-and-childcare-applications
https://emea01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.northlanarkshire.gov.uk%2Fschools-and-learning%2Fschool-admissions%2Fprimary-school-registration-p1&data=04%7C01%7C%7C63d3c27fe00e47aded9f08d9c3ce94ae%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C637756114281283439%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000&sdata=PxtkiMcaZ%2BquDll36pTXGY5qK06RPDrRw1XQEw0AB5Y%3D&reserved=0
http://www.facebook.com/saintbrenrc
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30th December 2021 

Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ, 

I wish you every blessing for 2022. I thank you for your prayers and support during 2021, and for your 
good wishes and generosity to the clergy and myself at Christmas. 

I pray that you and your families keep well as the omicron variant of the virus spreads in our 
communities. Hopefully the more optimistic reports on its effects will be true and normality will come a 
little closer. Until we know though we are asked to be cautious and take the requested steps to protect 
ourselves and others, including receiving the booster. I can understand that some will be hesitant about 
coming to church until things improve and it is appropriate for you to decide when that will be the case. 
If you don’t feel able to come to Mass on Sunday at present, then pray at home, preferably with your 
family, and if possible follow Holy Mass on-line. Sunday is the Lord’s Day and it should always be kept in 
his honour, with time being given to him even when we cannot attend Mass. 

I thank all those who work in particular ways to support our parishes and the Diocese. A particular word 
of thanks to the volunteers who have taken responsibility for caring for our churches and assist those 
who attend Mass and other services in these difficult times. Your commitment, patience, and good 
humour is much appreciated. 

I thank you for your continuing financial support for the Church. With smaller congregations there has 
been a fall in income and this is a challenge as we look to the future, especially with the increase in the 
cost of living and the threat of more rises to come. This has been especially noticeable in the cost of 
building materials, which are making repair work or improvements more costly. In such circumstances 
wise judgments are required in deciding what work is essential and what will have to wait. While others 
parishes can offer some support through the Parochial Investment Fund, parishes do need to seek 
generous donors and do fund-raising themselves 

All parishes, and indeed other groups, have been asked to participate in the Synodal Process in the first 
three months of the year. I recognise that the present restrictions on gathering in groups may curtail the 
planned meetings but I hope that some will be possible with beneficial outcomes for the parishes and 
the Diocese and Church in Scotland. 

On 1st January the Parish of St John Ogilvie’s, Blantyre, will be amalgamated into St Joseph’s. This means 
that there will one parish in Blantyre, St Joseph’s, with two churches (St Joseph’s and St John Ogilvie’s). 
Such an amalgamation was proposed some time ago and I have held further consultative meetings in 
recent months. It seems appropriate to make this change as the New Year begins and to bring the faithful 
in Blantyre together in one parish. Let us pray for them and their Parish Priest, Fr Brian Lamb, and Deacon 
Joe Dowds, at this important time. 

 

Diocesan Centre 
Coursington Road 
Motherwell 
ML1  1PP 

Rt Rev. Joseph Toal  STB KC*HS         

  Bishop of  Motherwell                          
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Early in January, three young men from Motherwell Diocese are due to leave for the Royal Scots College 
in Salamanca, Spain, to participate in what is known as the Propaedeutic Course for the Priesthood in 
Scotland. They are Aidan Farrell from St Mary’s, Lanark; Matthew O’Neill from St Mary’s, Whifflet, 
Coatbridge; and Aidan Kelly from St Ninian’s, Hillhouse, Hamilton. On behalf of us all I wish them well 
and assure them of our prayers as they begin their formation for the priesthood in Motherwell Diocese. 

Our present seminarians are at home for the Christmas Holidays – Chris Furmage, Ronan McQuade, and 
Kieran Burt will return to Rome early in January, while Deacon Chris Morris, Colum Martin, and 
Christopher Igwe will do Parish pastoral placements before returning to St Mary’s, Oscott, later in 
January. I ask your continued prayers for all of them. Deacon Chris Morris is due to be ordained as a 
priest on June 30th 2022 in Motherwell Cathedral, and Colum Morris to be ordained a deacon the 
previous week, on June 25th at St Mary’s, Oscott. 

If any man is considering a vocation to the priesthood and is ready to enter into the discernment process, 
please make yourself known to your Parish Priest or contact Fr Charles O’Farrell at Our Lady and St 
Anne’s, Hamilton. Likewise if any man is considering a vocation to the Permanent Diaconate, please 
speak to your Parish Priest or contact Fr James Grant at St Francis Xavier’s, Carfin, the Vocations’ Director 
for the Permanent Diaconate. 

Pope Francis wrote an uplifting letter last Sunday, the Feast of the Holy Family, to married couples, 
encouraging them to remain aware of and fully open to the person of Christ in their lives together. We 
intend to have a Mass for married couples, particularly those who married last year or celebrated special 
anniversaries, in the Cathedral on Thursday 27th January, so hopefully it can be go ahead and couples 
and their families will feel able to attend. 

On Sunday we celebrate the Solemnity of the Epiphany, and keep the World Day of Prayer for Peace. As 
always. this is an important intention as we begin the New Year with its renewed optimism that our 
world will indeed be more peaceful in 2022. We also add Justice to our prayers for Peace here in Scotland 
and Bishop Nolan offers us a letter for reflection and action, which was issued with the ad clerum of 17th 
December, for a more just and peaceful world. 

With my prayers and best wishes, 
 
Yours in Christ, 

 
+ Joseph Toal 



 
 
 

Justice and Peace Scotland is a Commission of the Bishops’ Conference of Scotland;  
Its remit is to have a concern for social justice, human rights, peace, development and the integrity of creation.  
Catholic National Endowment Trust (also know as The Bishops’ Conference of Scotland) Charity No.  SCO 16650 

 

 

64 Aitken Street, Airdrie ML6 6LT 
Tel: 01236 764061  

e-mail: office@justiceandpeacescotland.org 
 www.justiceandpeacescotland.org.uk     

President:  Bishop William Nolan  
 
 
 

2nd January 2022 
 

My Dear Brothers and Sisters, 
 
Every year we begin the new year by praying for justice and for 
peace. And each year it seems that justice and peace are beyond our 
grasp, yet ever more necessary than the year before. As we look 
around us, we see a world where justice and peace are an elusive 
dream for so many but not a reality. 
 
Looking at the problems we face today, it is clear that many of these 
problems have as their root cause human weakness, human failing, 
and human sinfulness. 
 
Much of the environmental crisis that confronts us just now is caused 
by our misuse of the world’s resources, our pollution of the air and the 
seas, and our exploitation of the earth without a concern for the 
consequences.  
 
And in so many countries we see the suffering caused by warfare and 
violence. Is it not strange that we human beings spend over 1.9 
trillion dollars1 every year in global military spending? So much 
money spent defending ourselves from our fellow human beings! 
What does that say about the state of our humanity? 
 
We need to recognise that the core of the problem lies within 
ourselves, within the human heart. 
 
Among the consequences is that we live in a world where the number 
of forcibly displaced persons is more than it has ever been. 82.4 

 
1 www.sipri.org/media/press-release/2021/world-military-spending-rises-almost-2-trillion-2020 



 
 
 

Justice and Peace Scotland is a Commission of the Bishops’ Conference of Scotland;  
Its remit is to have a concern for social justice, human rights, peace, development and the integrity of creation.  
Catholic National Endowment Trust (also know as The Bishops’ Conference of Scotland) Charity No.  SCO 16650 

 

million people worldwide2 have had to leave their homes and move 
elsewhere, often to other countries, as a result of persecution, 
conflict, violence, human rights violations or climate change. Hardly 
surprising that some of these people try to reach our shores. Hardly 
surprising that those fleeing oppression or poverty take the risk of 
travelling in flimsy boats across the Channel longing to get here, to 
what they hope is the Promised Land. 
 
We pray every year for peace and for justice. We need to pray 
fervently not just today but every day, so that the message of Jesus 
Christ, the Prince of Peace, will touch human hearts; so that we will 
recognise the dignity of our fellow human beings, particularly those 
who are strangers to us, particularly those who are poor, particularly 
those who call out to us for help. 
 
May our prayer go hand in hand with our actions so that justice and 
peace may no longer be just a dream but become a reality in our 
world, in our lives and in the lives of our fellow human beings. 
 
Wishing you every blessing in the year ahead, 
 
 
   + 
 
 
 
+William Nolan 
 
Bishop of Galloway 
 
President of the Bishops’ Conference of Scotland Justice and Peace 
Commission 
 

 
2 Forced Displacement in 2020, www.unhcr.org/flagship-reports/globaltrends/ 



Climate Crisis and COP26 

• Worked collaboratively with agencies across the 
Bishops’ Conference, with ecumenical and interfaith 
partners to plan and deliver events and services in 
preparation and throughout COP26. 

• Celebrated the Climate Justice Day of Action on 6th 

April with Justice and Peace groups across the 
country contacting MPs, MSPs, and taking action on 
social media to raise awareness of the urgency of the 
climate crisis. 

• Promoted the Scottish Bishops’ Pastoral Letter for the 
Sixth Anniversary of Laudato Si, supported the 
establishment and growth of The Office for Care of 
Creation, and promoted the Bishops’ Conference of 
Scotland announcement to divest from fossil fuels. 

 

 
• Co-hosted 24 hours for the Climate; the global prayer 

vigil for care of creation and the success of COP26 
with participants joining from 31 countries around 
the world. 

• Organised participants and collaborated with Sancta 
Familia Media on the COP26 music video “From a 
Distance”. 

• Co-created Prayer for our Earth prayer service used in 
dioceses across the country during the Season of 
Creation to pray for the success of COP26. 

• Co-hosted Roar of Many Waters: Searching for the 
Voice of God at COP26 conference on 23rd October. 

• Marched with 125,000 others for the Global Day of 
Action in Glasgow, 6th November during COP26.  

• Co-hosted with Operation Noah a webinar on church 
divestment from fossil fuels on 3rd March. 

Summary of 

Activities in 2021  

Poverty and Unemployment 
 
• Hosted the online event Poverty & Pandemic on 7th 

March with speakers from the frontline of poverty 
alleviation sharing their experiences.  

• Campaigned for Universal Basic Income to help 
people recover economically from the pandemic, and 
welcomed Pope Francis’ called for UBI in June 2020. 

• Continued campaigning as part of the Anti-Poverty 
Movement around the Scottish Child payment, 
successfully securing a doubling of this to £20 a week. 

• Campaigned against the cuts to Universal Credit in 
this time of rising costs. 

 
 

Migration & Asylum 
 
• Continued to support and work with other faiths as 

part of Scottish Faiths Action for Refugees (SFAR) to 
support refugees and asylum seekers across Scotland. 

• Participated in the UK government’s consultation on 
the ‘New Plan for Immigration’, promoted Bishop 
Nolan and Bishop McAleenan’s joint letter to Home 
Secretary Priti Patel in response to this, and continue 
to campaign against this destructive legislation. 

• Produced an online resource for schools exploring 
how the interlinked issues of climate and migration 
are affecting communities around the world. 

• Sent Christmas cards to men and women detained in 
Dungavel Immigration Removal Centre. 

Other Activities 
 
• Created printed and powerpoint resources for parishes, schools and groups to explore the themes of Pope 

Francis’ encyclical Fratelli Tutti (available on the website).  
• Hosted Crisis in Yemen on 24th January with speakers exploring the situation, along with contributing factors, 

especially the arms trade. 
• Year long campaign to promote Catholic Social Teaching through quotes corresponding to the Sunday gospel. 
• Represented Scotland at the European Justice and Peace Commission 
• Highlighted events, campaigns, and issues throughout the year on our website and through social media. 

More information on these and other activities of the National Justice and Peace Commission can be found on 
our website and social media. 

www.justiceandpeacescotland.org.uk 

Justice and Peace Scotland @JandPScotland justiceandpeacescotland 

http://www.justiceandpeacescotland.org.uk
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCUKmIIIRRX_YRS_PlNBAr2A

