
    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Easter Season 2020-21 in St. Brendan’s.   We are nearing the end of this great season. 

BELONGING.   A thought for Pentecost Sunday and the Sacrament of Confirmation  

I am a member of many groups.                                                                                 

I am in association                                                                                                         

I am part of many things 

But where do I belong? 

 

I seek companionship and love 

I followed these elusive dreams 

I search for true friends 

But where do I belong? 

 

Belonging begins with family 

With ancestral ties, history and place 

Belonging is within my own community 

My history and my face. 

 

I seek to belong that I may 

reach my full potential 

I want to belong 

So I can feel me and be free. 

 

I do belong  

Because I am me 

And God’s Spirit  

Is alive in me.  

On Monday, Tuesday and Wednesday evening last week the families of all but three of the children in P7a&b in       

St. Brendan’s PS came to meetings in the church to hear about the opportunity given to them by God’s Providence as 

a result of the Pandemic, to take a leading part in their child’s preparation for the Sacrament of Confirmation. 

• They were requested to “journey beyond the familiar and into the unknown” -   the Prayer of St. Brendan. 

• To see the Church and this Parish as the centre of the celebration of each of the Sacraments and the 

primary source of information regarding their celebration in the course of the year. 

• To understand, welcome and embrace with joy their role in bringing their child into the People of God 

through the three Sacraments of Initiation - Baptism, Holy Communion [Eucharist] and now 

Confirmation.   

• To work with the Primary School in applying the catechesis [teaching] of the Sacrament of Confirmation. 

• To participate fruitfully and willingly in this Parish through leading their child in the Faith Friends 

programme which in the past has provided the children of this parish with experience of life as a member 

of this faith community and of the People of God.  

• To understand more deeply this and other quotations from the words of Jesus in the Gospel readings of the 

last four Sundays: You did not choose me: no, I chose you and I commissioned you to go out and bear fruit, fruit 

that will last. This is an opportunity to produce fruit that will last.   

• For those families with children in P7 who had not been able to participate at Mass in this Parish during 

the last fifteen months, there would be an opportunity to come to Mass on Sunday 6th June when Bishop 

Toal has agreed to preside at Mass specifically for those children who are to be confirmed this year.                                                                                                                            

He will preside at 10.30 AM Mass and at a second Mass at 2pm which has now been specially arranged for P7 

Confirmation children following on the three evening meetings last week.  

To give those children who will celebrate Confirmation in the first week of June the opportunity to be with Bishop 

Toal when he comes here for Mass, we ask the parishioners who attend Mass at 10.30 AM each Sunday to let their 

place be taken on 6th June by a family with a child in P7. That child and their family can then join those P7 children 

and their families who already regularly attend that Mass and those who want to transfer for that day only from 

another Mass time. Families can reserve through contacting Lynne or Kathleen a place at one of these Masses with 

the bishop, until 12 noon on Thursday 4th June. After that, the opportunity will be open to all families in this parish. 

      

 

St. Brendan’s Church    –   our place of worship.                                                          

This Saturday we welcome Fr. Andrew Clark, a priest friend of Fr. Ness to the parish. Fr. Clark will give a little 

introduction into his life as a priest first in the Anglican Church and now in the Roman Catholic Church.                                                                                            

Bishop Toal has written to us in recent weeks and again this week in these terms:                                                                                                                                          

First of all, whatever we do in our churches, keeping things safe for all present remains the priority. 

The tiling on the steps at the entrance to the church from Barons Road: has been completed. This will not only 

provide a safe means of access to the church for use by parishioners, it will also enhance the appearance and 

amenity of the building.  

The construction of the platform and ramp: at the side entrance/exit of the church leading to the car park. 

Here is an extract from an email received on Tuesday from a Manager of Viridor Credits:  

Dear Fr Ness 

The funding application completed by Guy Logan [Diocesan Estates Manager] for St. Brendan’s parish is going to 

our steering group at the end of the month. I wondered if it would be OK for me to visit the Church this Sunday 

around 2pm to complete the assessment? I only need about 15 minutes of your time if that would be OK. 

  

This meeting will go ahead today and as soon as the final approval of the Grant is issued to the Diocese for 

us, the construction will go ahead. A parishioner made a donation specifically for this project some months 

ago and allied to the Grant we hope to be awarded, we can meet this expense comfortably from our capital 

reserve. This ramp, once installed, will vastly improve the safety of this access/egress of the church. 

 

Last Saturday it was found that the front pew in the side chapel: was not fully secured to the floor. 

Fortunately, no one has been injured and it was immediately made safe by John Paul and William. Each 

parishioner is asked to look out for and report to Fr. Ness any defect in our property but especially any that 

are likely to cause injury if not immediately repaired or otherwise closed down. 

 

We need to consider when the Hall can be made available for use: once again by our community for 

pastoral and social purposes and for such as the Dance Class and Brownies and Rainbows.  The Diocese has 

issued Guidelines which we will consider and report on to the community so that a decision can be taken on 

this re-opening. 

 

The children of P3, and soon those of P7, are to come to the church this week to begin their rehearsals to 

celebrate First Reconciliation for the last week in May and Confirmation in the first week in June.  

The children of P7 were here last Friday for the First Friday Mass which was broadcast so that it could be 

seen by the other children in the school. These children need to be kept safe from infection or other harm. 

 

The parishioners   - men and women - who have cleaned the church each week for many years have been 

unable to attend to this essential ministry since the first lockdown. The weekly routine of cleaning the 

church in addition to the daily sanitizing carried out by the Stewards needs to be re-introduced given the 

increased number of persons permitted in the church. We will welcome back with gratitude those who feel 

able to resume and we thank Anne Therese and all others who have helped maintain the cleanliness and 

hygiene of the church building during the periods of lockdown.     

 

All of these matters are covered by the Bishop’s instruction that we must take every step to preserve the safety 

of those who enter our property. For example, if the Hall were to open, we would need to attract even more 

stewards to serve the community but in the coming weeks of sacramental celebrations the demands which will fall 

on our team of stewards would make it unfair to add to their existing commitment.   

 

Special Collection in May: The Diocesan special collection in May is for Sick and Retired Priests.                  
In 2020, the costs to the Diocese for the care of sick and retired priests was in excess of £305K. The special 

collection that year raised £29,850.  The deficit of about £275K had to be met from diocesan Capital Reserves, not 

its annual income. That deficit is unsustainable for the Diocese. Donations can be made using the Payacharity 

online portal on the front page of the diocesan website – www.rcdom.org.uk. The options provided there include 

Sick and Retired Priests.        We will take up this collection in this parish next Sunday 23rd May.  
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PRAYER INTENTION REQUESTS FROM PARISHIONERS:                                                                                                                                         

those who died recently: Alice Crowe. 

those whose Month Mind or Anniversary occurs about now: Cathie Kerr; Rose Ann Daly [9th May];         

Annie Ramsay; Marjory McGuinness McConnell [9th May];                                         

80th Birthday Remembrance: Anne Marie Latta -   many happy returns from the community!  

THE YEAR OF THE FAMILY 2021                    LIFE IS PARTICIPATION IN COMMUNITY. 

The Year of the Family - The rich Soil of Religion: as an insert to this bulletin we print in colour an article from the 

June edition of the Messenger Magazine which is well worth reading. It asks the question: “Is the faith of many 

Christians merely a cultural badge and not a personal commitment [or encounter]?                                         

Participation in the spiritual life of the parish is the foundation for each of the Sacraments and the only way to nourish 

the community. This participation is most fully experienced through sharing in the Eucharist -   full, active and positive 

participation at Mass. 

The story of Emma Jane and the parish’s RCIA programme: we were contacted during last week by Emma Jane 

who is from Hamilton area although she will soon be living in Muirhouse. She has just learned that she is pregnant, 

and she genuinely wants to become a Catholic through baptism for herself and her child. She explained her attraction 

to religion and to the Church. The RCIA programme meets Emma’s needs which are very well informed. The 

programme will begin for Emma in late August, and anyone interested in joining her will be made very welcome. 

Four Children of P3: wish to celebrate the Sacrament of Reconciliation when they have not yet been baptised. 

Whereas the children can complete the catechesis [learning] through the work at school and at home and also complete 

the parish’s “Big Hug” programme at home, baptism is the Sacrament of forgiveness of sins and therefore those 

children will defer the Sacrament of Reconciliation until next year after their baptism.    

For P3 children, the Sacrament of Reconciliation will be celebrated on Tuesday 25th May in two Services, at 

5.15pm and 6.30pm. Mrs Oates will allocate the children into two groups and make this allocation known to the 

families. Please note only two persons can attend these two Services in the Church with each P3 child. Any other 

child who attends is counted as if an adult and this part of the protocols needs to be followed that night.   

The “Big Hug” programme has reached week 3 for the celebration of First Reconciliation by children in P3.                   

This week the Faith Friends programme has begun for P7 children preparing for Confirmation in 7/8/9th June.                                        

The Faith Friends Programme for P4 children, soon to become P5 children, will begin as soon as the children return 

from their summer holiday so that the children have a real sense of the encounter they will make with Jesus when they 

join in the celebration of the Eucharist on 2nd October. The families should participate each week in the Eucharist as 

part of their personal preparation and as evidence to God of their commitment to the Sacraments.  

Feast Day of our patron, St. Brendan is today, Sunday. We have posted online a 7-minute video showing something 

of our sense of ourselves and of living out our faith in Muirhouse. Grateful thanks for the thoughtful gifts of a framed 

Spiritual Bouquet and of the confectionary received from our sisters and brothers in St. Brendan’s Yoker 

Finance generally - a statement covering four months to 30th April has been sent to the three members of the Finance 

Committee for comment. It will be given out with the bulletin next Sunday. The committee instructs routine 

maintenance of our property as well as engaging in major projects such as the construction of the ramp and purchase of 

equipment such as the installation of a fixed camera and the replacement of our colour printer. Three parishioners are 

needed for this duty to replace Evelyn, John and Jim? Won’t you come forward? 

  

Seventh Sunday of Easter. 

Sunday between Ascension Thursday and Pentecost Sunday. 

Sixteenth day of May 202.          Feast Day of St. Brendan, our patron. 

A Happy Feast Day to all our parishioners in Muirhouse. 

 

Liturgies for this week: 

Monday, Tuesday, Thursday and Friday: Mass at 9.30 AM   - [streamed live on 

our Facebook page.] 

Wednesday: Mass ONLY at 7pm [not 9.30am] [Streamed live on our Facebook page] 

Saturday: Vigil Mass of Sunday at 12 noon and again at 6pm. 

Sunday: Mass at 10.30AM [celebrated and presented for children with their families] 

and at 4.30pm. 

 

The parish’s Facebook page and Twitter feed show any changes to the schedule. 

                                                                                      

http://www.facebook.com/saintbrenrc



