
     

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Our sacramental, spiritual and pastoral life in St. Brendan’s.                                                    

Response to the Psalm:  “O Lord, you are good and forgiving.”    

A message from Pope Francis, issued on 18th July:                                                                                                                      
Dear friends, look at the real heroes who come to light in these days: they are not famous, rich and successful people; 

rather, they are those who are giving themselves in order to serve others. Feel called yourselves to put your lives on the 

line. Do not be afraid to devote your life to God and to others; it pays! For life is a gift we receive only when we give 

ourselves away, and our deepest joy comes from saying yes to love, without ifs and buts. To truly say yes to love, without 

ifs and buts. As Jesus did for us.” 

Inspired by the words of the pope, the parish thanks those women and men who have implemented the strategy proposed by the 

Parish Co-ordinator for the cleaning of the church and the downsizing of the occupancy level for Mass under the social distancing 

provisions. They have been supported and encouraged by their families who allow and enable them to take time away from their 

homes in order to serve the community.                                                                                                                                                                                                               

Following on the opening of the church for personal prayer the following arrangements have been made for Mass: 

Although the obligation to attend Mass on Sunday has been suspended by the Church, parishioners still wish to do so. THEREFORE 

It will not be streamed live on any of our social media platforms. We want 

to encourage parishioners to resume full active and positive participation in the Eucharist. The majority of those consistently present 

at morning Mass before the Lockdown have registered with Kathleen and Lynne to resume at Morning Mass. Deo Gratias.                                                              

Anyone who wishes to join this Mass and be assured of a place can register in advance with Kathleen or Lynne by telephone or 

email or if space allows, on the day of their participation at Mass to the Welcomers in the church who will outline if necessary the 

protocol which the parish has adopted.  Thank you, most sincerely for your generous response and cooperation. 

Vigil Masses on Saturday: the majority of those who serve as Welcomers and as Cleaners, advised Fr. Ness that if a fourth Mass was 

needed to allow all who had registered to resume at Mass, then this should be celebrated at 12 Noon on Saturday..  The permitted 

occupancy level of fifty persons, excluding Welcomers and Cleaners in attendance, was already complete at each of the three Mass 

times of 6pm on Saturday and 10.30 AM and 4.30PM on Sunday.                                                                                                             

THEREFORE: Mass will be at 12 noon and at 6pm on Saturday. Apart from children under the age of 5 and people with a 

diagnosed health issue, everyone must wear a face covering whilst inside the church. 

There will not be a Mass at 9.30 AM on Saturday. 

Masses on Sunday: we have asked and encouraged families with young children to take up the places available at 10.30AM Mass. 

From August onwards we can re-introduce time allowed for the Children’s Liturgy team on the format they recently used.                

Mass at 4.30pm on Sunday will complete the four Masses.  

These are the total number of persons including Welcomers and Cleaners who have registered and been allocated a time to 

attend for Mass: 

Saturday at 12 Noon:  14 adults and 5 children                                                    Saturday at 6pm: 42 adults and 14 children 

Sunday at 10.30AM      35 adults and 26 children                                                 Sunday at 4.30pm 43 adults and 15 children 

Registration [for the purpose of “Track and Trace”] and Attendance at Mass: having consulted with the Welcomers and 

Cleaners at the meeting after Mass last Sunday, Fr. Ness instructed that:                                                                                                                                                                                                                   

1. parishioners should be allocated places at the Mass of their preference in accordance with the date order of registration.     

No one should expect to be allocated the place in the church where they prefer to sit. No one can attend at the church at the 

time of Mass and either demand or expect or anticipate being admitted. 

2. once a Mass time is allocated to a person or family and a place in the church was given to them, those details should remain 

fixed until the capacity level of fifty persons [Pentanthropos] to attend each Mass is increased by the Bishops of Scotland.  

3. the Welcomers and Cleaners will remain the same at each Mass, in case a need arises for any one whether participator or 

leader to enter quarantine because of the possibility of infection.  That Mass may then require to be suspended for the period of 

the quarantine but the other Masses will continue unaffected.  

4. Mass at 10.30AM WILL BE STREAMED LIVE until the capacity limit for attendance at Mass will be increased from 50 

persons.    

Life in St. Brendan’s parish [cont’d]:                                                                                                                                 
So that we are always compliant with the Scottish Government’s “Track and Trace” regulations, Lynne Kellas 

and Kathleen Cosgrove will continue to record the identity of parishioners who wish to participate at Mass.  

YOU MUST MAKE CONTACT WITH either Lynne on 07803-314555. or by email at lynnekellas@icloud.com or 

with Kathleen on 07585-225837 or Kathleencosgrove@btopenworld.com.                         

There’s no other way to attend Mass in this parish on either Saturday or Sunday and anyone who comes to the 

church without first registering will be declined entry by the Welcomers who act on behalf of the priest. This is 

not a case of Mass no longer being open to all.  We are complying with the specific instructions from the 

Bishop’s’ of Scotland who include our own bishop, Bishop Toal.     

Kathleen Cosgrove as Parish Safeguarding Coordinator applies the Church’s requirements for all who serve 

either or both as a Welcomer or as a Cleaner. This is not a closed group. No group is in this parish.  More 

parishioners are already needed for these roles as a reasonably necessary precaution against illness or non-

availability of existing members. If you are aged between 16 and 70 and wish to serve as either or both a 

Welcomer or a Cleaner, please contact Kathleen [phone number and email address are given above] in the 

first instance to be sent the Identity Form A, B or C.  Martin Grey had previously offered to help as a 

Welcomer and took up this role at the 6pm Vigil Mass this weekend along with six other parishioners. This 

indicates the level of involvement needed from our parishioners if we are to provide four Masses each weekend.   

These Guidelines are in place for the health, safety and wellbeing of you and all other parishioners.            
Although the church will be cleaned regularly and thoroughly, yet there can be no guarantee that the church will 

be a risk-free environment. Please bear this in mind if you have concerns about your health.  

Please observe the 2m markings on the paving at the main church doors to assist in keeping the 2m required gap, two 

queues can be formed, one at each of the main entrance doors. 

1.YOU MUST WEAR A FACE COVERING  2.SANITISE YOUR HANDS ON ENTRY AND EXIT 

3. COMPLY WITH THE TEMPERATURE CHECK 4.AVOID TOUCHING ANY OF THE HARD SURFACES 

 5. KEEP 2M DISTANCE    6.FOLLOW THE GUIDANCE OF THE WELCOMERS 

Votive candles in the church - the Sacred Heart Shrine and the Marian Shrine: if you wish a votive candle to 

be lit, please inform the person who will direct you to your seat. They will arrange for the candles to be lit for you. 

This will prevent people crossing paths within the one-way system of travel that is in place.                                      

The two toilets in the church will be out of service until further notice.  

Our church has re-opened for the public celebration of our worship of God in the Eucharist. However, no 

one should rely on how things used to be spiritually and pastorally, before the Lockdown. Our neighbours 

in St. Margaret’s Church of Scotland parish have not even begun to plan and prepare to re-open  Things 

have changed for ever in the way we will practice Sacramentally our Catholic Christian faith. This will 

become clear to those who re-enter the church for Mass. The future of the parish will depend on the 

reaction and response of parishioners to the limited form of liturgy which now meets them in the Mass.   

Many parishioners have put themselves and their families at the service of this community as part of their 

response to “knowing the love and the truth of God.” They are modelling themselves on Jesus who, in 

his own words “came to serve and not to be served.” Yet a significant number of parishioners who had 

been actively engaged with the community have not been in any form of contact since Lockdown not 

even to make known their feelings about themselves as parishioners. Let us reach out to them so that 

they may not be lost to our community.   If there are members of your family or circle of friends who you 

know or whom you fear have become isolated from this community since the Lockdown, please encourage 

them to make themselves and their concerns known to the priest in person or by telephone.   

CALL TO PRAYER  @ 7pm with all Christian communities in Scotland  -   follow the text for tonight on 
the internet site www.Churchofscotland.org.uk/news-and-events/news/2020/pray-together-this-sunday.              
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PRAYER INTENTION REQUESTS FROM PARISHIONERS:                                                                                                                                         

those who have died recently: Mark Ross of this year’s 6th year class.  Mary McKeown [Coltness]; 

those whose Anniversary or Month Mind Remembrance occurs about now: Helen Casey; Grace Douglas; 

Betty Gallagher and Peter Murphy; Cathie Kerr. 

Fifty first Wedding Anniversary Remembrance: congratulations to Margaret and William Russell.     

Matters for our community:  

Communication: we are doing all that we can to keep parishioners fully informed of all that is underway in 

the Parish. This bulletin is available all week for collection from the Baron’s Road doorway into the church 

and many parishioners deliver copies to neighbours and family members. It is available online. Parishioners 

with any questions or concerns can telephone to the chapel house where there is an answering service 24/7. 

Word of mouth is often the surest method of communication  -  one way or the other, please spread the word.      

Bishop Toal wishes parishioners to receive a copy of the pastoral letter which he wrote on 15th July. A copy 

is distributed with this bulletin together with a Meditation on the Book of Job by Fr. Donal Dorr. PLEASE 

READ ALL THAT BISHOP TOAL HAS WRITTEN. Last week the bishop had given this instruction:                                                                                             
I had asked that we all begin the public celebration of Mass with the Sunday Liturgy at the weekend of Saturday 

19th/Sunday 20th. I suggest we keep to this scheme for the “open” public Masses, for which parishioners can sign up 

for as proposed in the guidance. For Wednesday, Thursday, and Friday of next week I think it would be an idea to 

invite particular groups to attend Mass – perhaps the parish volunteers, or some of the elderly, or key workers.         

It was for this reason that beginning on Thursday we had invited first those who consistently had attended Daily Mass, 

then those who are Welcomers and Cleaners under the current protocol for Mass in the parish and finally the children 

and the families of children who had contributed to the sequence of evening Mass for classes P1-P7.      

During Mass each day we include prayer intentions brought to the church. We are always open to the needs of others 

in this way. On Friday we celebrated Mass at midday with the HT and members of the staff of OLHS  for the repose of 

the soul of Mark Ross from Jerviston who lost his life last Sunday. His parents and other family members attended in 

advance of the Requiem Mass in the Cathedral yesterday. If you have an intention which you wish to be included at 

morning Mass, please present it at the church, preferably by letter or but also by email. 

Fundraising in the Parish and for this community:  

John Campbell asks that parishioners who wish to join the 200 Club put membership fee of £24 in an envelope with 

your Name, Address and contact phone number. Put the envelope into the SVdP basket in order to avoid personal 

contact. April, May, June and July draws will be carried out next Sunday. We wish all members of the Club the best 

of good luck in this Bonanza Multiple Draw.     

Elizabeth McGinn, our floral arranger for the Sanctuary, has the following items for sale as part of our fundraising. 

These will be displayed on the lawn between the church and the hall, this Sunday after Mass and next Sunday: 

3 “In loving memory“ grave cones coloured purple and white @ £10. 

4 Bowls [plastic] in purple and white @ £10. 

3 Baskets for interior decoration, one of Red carnations, one of pink carnations and 1 of small yellow roses.   

 

 

                                                                                                                                                                                                               

 

   

  

Nineteenth July 2020, the Sixteenth Sunday in the Ordinary 

Season of the Liturgical Year.                                                                          

Mass in the Parish during this coming week:                                                                                                                           

Monday – Friday: Mass at 9.30 AM;                                                                                

Saturday at 12 Noon: the first of two Vigil Masses for Sunday                                                                                        

Saturday at 6pm: the second Vigil Mass for Sunday                                                                                                                     

Sunday: Mass at 10.30am and at 4.30pm.                                                                                             

The church will not be open on any day this week for personal prayer.  

Please check the parish’s Facebook page and also look on our Twitter feed and 

on our web page Notices to find if any changes are made to this programme.         

SOME CHANGES MAY BE NECESSARY IN THE COURSE OF THE WEEK.                                                                                                
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