
Dear parent, 
 
Thank you for your message about seating at the Mass for Confirmation. I'll use your 
question to give a full explanation for all families and post this on our social media 
platforms.  
 
At the meeting two weeks ago in the church about the preparation for Confirmation, I 
explained to the families present that we had learned from the restrictions which were in 
place last year, that the spiritual dimension of the celebration of the Sacraments for the 
children was experienced more powerfully when only their very immediate family members 
had been present with them. Over recent years, the social dimension had become the 
dominant element and often the social element was in sharp contrast with the spiritual 
element. Bishop Toal has great concern about this as well as being concerned by the 
variable standard he sees from parish to parish in the preparation of the children for this 
Sacrament.  
 
For these reasons I explained to families that the number of people attending the 
Confirmation Mass should be voluntarily restricted by them to the child's very immediate 
family plus the person chosen to be the sponsor. I didn't specify a maximum number 
because I want parishioners to see that they are responsible jointly with the priest for the 
way the Sacraments are celebrated. Priests come and go but parishioners remain, and they 
can and should establish and maintain a fruitful model of preparation and celebration of all 
the Sacraments for their children which will survive the departure of one priest and the 
arrival of another. 
 
That is what I'm trying to establish in St. Brendan's by explaining the principal and then 
leaving it to the spiritual maturity of all the families to apply it in practice. 
 
At the Mass on 25th November seats will not be allocated or reserved for the 
families. They will take their seats as they have done for Mass since the day the restriction 
in numbers was removed, both midweek and on Sunday. The thirty P7 children have been 
allocated five rows in the centre aisle and immediately opposite the children there will be 
another five rows reserved for the sponsors. Families may use the remainder of the church 
and sit where they please, including both the side aisle and the glass chapel.  
 
I hope this information will answer your concern about the Mass and I'm glad that you have 
felt able to write. If you are in touch with any other families with the same or similar 
concern, please ask them to go "on line" and download this Note. Please also ask them to 
read the information I've printed in the bulletin about next Sunday and the following Sunday 
as we give all the children an opportunity to be part of Catholic Education Week. 
 
I am very grateful that [..............] has taken part very well and with great enthusiasm in the 
Faith Friends programme. [                       ] has been a great example of engagement . 
 
Fr. Ness 
 


