
     

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Our sacramental, spiritual and pastoral life in St. Brendan’s.                                                    

Response to the Psalm:  I will bless your name for ever, O God my King                                                                                                                          

Fr. Ness won’t be available at the chapel house from Monday to Friday. The change to the time 

for Mass [8AM from 9.30AM] is shown on the cover page of this bulletin. 

THE CHURCH WILL REMAIN OPEN THIS WEEK with exposition of the Blessed Sacrament for 

personal prayer at these times: Mornings: 11-12 noon; Evenings: 6pm -7pm. Weekend:1pm – 3pm.                                                                                                                            

The men and women who serve as volunteers will continue to ensure that we comply with all current 

regulations regarding the use and the cleaning of the church which are for the safety of all who come here.  

Kathleen Cosgrove as Parish Safeguarding Coordinator administers the Forms needed from all Volunteers:             

Form A – those already Disclosed; Form B – those becoming involved for the first time. AND Form C  -  those 

parishioners aged between 16 and 18 years who would like to become involved in the cleaning of the church. 

Those under 18 years of age are not allowed to serve as one who welcomes visitors.                                                                                                                                                                                                

Contact Kathleen on 07585-225837 or Kathleencosgrove@btopenworld.com.                                                   
“Thank you” to each one of them for their competence as well as their commitment. They provide a place 

for prayer within our own sacred space  -   our own building, the place the community has provided and 

maintains for the spiritual benefit of all age.   WON’T YOU COME TO PRAY in the presence of the Blessed 

Sacrament. Bring your children into the church and help form us fully into a worshipping community.               

We must record the names and addresses of parishioners who come to the church for personal prayer. PLEASE 

WRITE YOUR NAME, ADDRESS AND TELEPHONE NUMBER ON A PIECE OF PAPER SUCH AS AN ENVELOPE TO GIVE 

ONLY ON YOUR FIRST VISIT.  This is for the purpose of the NHS “track and trace” SYSTEM.  

We must also record the names and addresses of those persons or families who will come to Mass in 

the church when we move to Phase 3 and then Phase 4.  The volunteers are set up to do this and to allocate 

dates and times for parishioners who register to participate in these Masses during each weekend: 

1. Saturday Vigil at 6pm  -   open to all with no priority to any person or group. 

2. Sunday at 10.30AM - priority to families with children of school age, but please Register  -  ASAP. 

3. Sunday at 4.30pm  -   open to all with no priority to any person or group. 

The parishioners who serve as volunteers and those who serve as Eucharistic Ministers were consulted on 

what is best for the community - not asked for their personal preference - to determine these Mass times. 

The two Masses on Sunday and the Vigil Mass on Saturday evening will only be “live streamed” if all 

of the places available for parishioners at that Mass have been taken up.  

Lynne Kellas and Kathleen Cosgrove will record the names and if you want to participate at Mass YOU MUST MAKE 

CONTACT WITH EITHER LYNNE on 07803-31455. or by email at lynnekellas@icloud.com or with Kathleen. 

We can’t rely to how things used to be in our parish either spiritually or pastorally before the 
Lockdown. It won’t now be possible to “take or leave” taking part in Mass on Sunday here in St. 
Brendan’s.  When Mass resumes, no one will be able arrive at the church on Sunday, here or anywhere 
else and expect to be admitted midweek may be different. These circumstances compel every person 
and every family to ask “do I feel or does my family feel we belong here?”  If yes, then while waiting 
for Masses to restart, first Register your family as explained above and come to pray during one of 
the set times for personal prayer. Introduce your children into visiting the church to pray silently in 
the presence of other people. Children aged 5+ must wear facial cover. 

   

 

CALL TO PRAYER  @ 7pm with all Christian communities in Scotland              
This week's letter quotes the Gospel of Matthew: ‘Come to me, all you that are weary and are carrying 

heavy burdens, and I will give you rest.’ Matthew 11: 28’ 

“These are words of Jesus that we all need to hear. We need to hear these words because they speak into 

the depths of the experience of so many of us currently. “The words create a picture in the mind’s eye. 

“The picture is of ourselves in the times when we are indeed weary and burdened by the particular loads 

that we have to bear. “Alongside this, the picture is of the One who offers to us rest. 

“The picture is of human need met by divine promise and finds its context in the affirmation that Jesus is 

the One who knows the Father and holds in God’s trust all that has been committed to him. “He holds 

our lives in his keeping and offers renewal to those who seek his presence. Wherever we are and 

whatever our load, the promise of Jesus is that we will find his renewing presence.”                                         

Prayer 

We pray: Lord, we come to you as we are  

For we can come no other way.  

We come acknowledging the burdens we carry  

And trusting in your promise of rest.  

Lord, in your mercy, Hear our prayer. 

Lord, we come to you  

In the sure knowledge that we are not alone.  

We come in the company  

Of all who know the challenge of these days.  

Lord, in your mercy, Hear our prayer. 

Lord, we come to you  

Acknowledging that you have already come to us.  

We journey to the place where you are to be found  

And rediscover that you have always been with us.  

Lord, in your mercy, Hear our prayer. 

Lord, we come to you  

As the One who knows our past and sees our present.  

Set us free from that which binds us to our past  

And liberate us to serve you in the present.  

Lord, in your mercy, Hear our prayer. 

Lord, we come to you  

Through the One who is the same, yesterday, today and forever.  

May he hold our lives safe  

As we embrace the future and the promise of his rest.  

Lord, in your mercy, Hear our prayer.                                                                                              

Prayer Life in St. Brendan’s parish: during Mass each day we include prayer intentions 
brought to the church on behalf of parishioners and often also on behalf of families from outwith 
the parish. It is good that we are open to the needs of others in this way. Pope Francis writes 
prayers suitable for our Sitz im lebem [situation in life]. We have printed as an insert to this 
bulletin a Meditation written and published last week by Pope Francis in the hope that you will 
find it a source of inspiration. With it we have published questions on the Word of God for 
everyone to consider. The answers are personal to you, but please at least read the questions.                                                                                                                                                                                                            
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PRAYER INTENTION REQUESTS FROM PARISHIONERS:                                                   

those who have died recently: John Watson [Jerviston]. 

those whose Anniversary or Month Mind Remembrance occurs about now: William [Bill] Crowe;        

Connie McGinn; Michael & Nancy Lynch; Elizabeth Outerson and Marissa McGinn. 

Priesthood Ordination [1st] Anniversary Remembrance: Fr. Mark O’Donnell - from St. Thomas’ Parish 

whose great grandfather was Johnnie Kane, long since deceased, but once a daily Mass attender here.     

Audrey Cunningham ‘phoned from hospital yesterday with birthday wishes to one cherished member of 

our community for tomorrow -   Elspeth.  Many Happy Returns and thank you for all you do for all of us. 

Matters for our community:  

Altar Servers: Angela Sewell wrote on 21st June: I have been serving for twelve years and I am happy now 

that Lucy, my first pupil, and others who are going to High School are in a good position to continue as the 

senior altar servers, and so I am stepping back from my ministry as altar server. I would like to thank 

particularly Henry Douglas for all his mentoring, Anne Therese and the wider congregation for all their 

support and kindness over the years. I have loved serving and these memories will stay with me for the rest 

of my life. I hope everyone stays safe and well.   ANGELA ROSE MARY SEWELL.                                            

Our reply here and now: Thank you, Angela for your fruitful service as a faith filled young woman in this 

parish community. We will show our appreciation of you among us once we come together again for Mass 

and we can greet you personally on the Sanctuary, hopefully with your mum and whole family beside you. 

Families with a relative confined to the house and anyone living alone should note that if they wish the 

Sacrament of the Sick or wish a visit from Fr. Ness this can be arranged by a telephone call to the chapel house.  

The parish’s Children’s Liturgy programme ended last Sunday with the suggestion that the children make a 
key for the Kingdom of Heaven and what a beautiful collection of keys they have brought to the church this 
week. Thank you, children, for the inspiration you have been to all of us in the Lockdown period.  

Extract from a Letter issued yesterday by Bishop Toal to us and to the priests in all parishes: 

I would like to offer some further guidance about the celebration of Mass. First, I am raising the 

maximum number of mourners who can be present at Funeral Masses to 20. Please respect this number and 

let the families know this is the number permitted in the Diocese of Motherwell. Allowing variation and 

flexibility is causing adverse comment and complaints being made beyond the Diocese.                                                         

Apparent non-compliance with our own guidance does not help our case in asking the government to lift the 

present restrictions. Wearing face coverings has grown in importance as restrictions are lifted and we need to 

be seen to be complying with this at Funeral Masses, and at all other Masses in the future. Everybody in 

the church should wear a face-covering apart from the celebrant priest, and he should put one on for the 

distribution of Holy Communion.                                                                                                                                           

I recommend that the priest keeps the face mask on for the Final Commendation when he is likely to be 

much closer to the mourners. Those who read, including Deacons, should keep the covering on while doing 

so. There is a downside to live-streaming of our liturgies now that the faithful can be present, and that is that 

apparent non-compliance is noticed and sometimes reported well beyond the Diocese. Please be aware of 

that and follow the guidance. If any transmission of the virus is identified with a particular church, there 

will be much publicity and possibly added restrictions on all churches.  With my prayers and best wishes. 

                                                                                                                                                                                                               

 

   

  

Fifth July 2020, the fourteenth Sunday in Ordinary Season.                                                                          

on Facebook during this coming week you can view                                                                                                                           

Monday – Saturday: Mass “online” at Eight AM.                                                                                          

Saturday: Vigil Mass “online” at 6pm.                                                                                                                     

Sunday Mass “on line” at our scheduled times: 10.30am and 4.30pm.                                                                                             

Note: Monday – Friday: the “online” Talk on Scripture at 1pm has ended until 

August at a new time. 

The church will be open for personal prayer: from Monday to Friday between 

11AM-12Noon and 6-7pm AND on Saturday and Sunday from 1pm-3pm.       

On our website, on our Facebook page and on our Twitter feed you will find all 

the information you will need about day by day changes and developments.                                                                                                  

                                                                                      

http://www.facebook.com/saintbrenrc

