
     

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Year 2020-21 in St. Brendan’s.  -   A focus on the parish today: 

Kaydee Rose and Olivia brought their donation for the SCIAF APPEAL to the chapel house on Friday. They 

had read this notice on page four of the bulletin last week and had heard it spoken about during Mass for the 

pupils of St. Brendan’s. Both girls are preparing for their First Holy Communion this year. Their generosity to 

children in South Sudan shows in one sense that they are ready now to receive Our Blessed Lord in this 

Sacrament.        “Thank you, girls” says Jesus, speaking out loud and from his heart through this bulletin notice.  

Bishop Toal had asked for our support on Friday 12th March  - SCIAF’S Day of Prayer   -   for children in 

South Sudan with disabilities who are deprived of any kind of opportunity for education.                                                                                                            

“We need to care for and accompany people with disabilities in every condition of life  -  taking on 

situations of marginalization with strength and tenderness.”   Pope Francis.                    

Today, MOTHERS DAY is also SCIAF SUNDAY - the Annual collection day here and in all parishes in 

Scotland. This can be taken up using the “Wee Boxes” given in at the end of Lent or by making a single 

donation by delivery to the chapel house  AND  the Family 24 Hour Lenten Fast for SCIAF.                      

Justice, not charity, demands that we do not ignore this Appeal.  

Find out more at www.sciaf.org.uk/24hourfast and download the digital Stations of the Cross written 

specially for SCIAF by Fr. Stephen Reilly, found at www.sciaf.org.uk/resources. 

Pope Francis wrote this in his Encyclical Letter of 3rd October 2020 called Fratelli Tutti -  All Brothers 

It is my desire that, in this our time, by acknowledging the dignity of each human person, we can contribute to the 
rebirth of a universal desire to fraternity. Fraternity between all men and women. “Here we have a splendid secret 
that shows us how to dream and to turn our life into a wonderful adventure. No one can face life in isolation… We 
need a community that supports and helps us, in which we can help one another to keep looking ahead. How 
important it is to dream together… By ourselves, we risk seeing mirages, things that are not there. Dreams, on the 
other hand, are built together”. Let us dream, then, as a single human family, brothers and sisters all. 

True, a worldwide tragedy like the Covid-19 pandemic momentarily revived the sense that we are a global 
community, all in the same boat, where one person’s problems are the problems of all. Once more we realized that 
no one is saved alone; we can only be saved together. As I said in those days, “the storm has exposed our 
vulnerability and uncovered those false and superfluous certainties around which we constructed our daily 
schedules, our projects, our habits and priorities… Amid this storm, the façade of those stereotypes with 
which we camouflaged our egos, always worrying about appearances, has fallen away, revealing once more 
the blessed awareness that we are part of one another, that we are brothers and sisters of one another”.  

If only this may prove not to be just another tragedy of history from which we learned nothing. If only this immense 
sorrow may not prove useless, but enable us to take a step forward towards a new style of life. If only we might 
rediscover once for all that we need one another, and that in this way our human family can experience a 
rebirth, with all its faces, all its hands and all its voices, beyond the walls that we have erected. 

Social media can expose people to the risk of addiction, isolation and a gradual loss of contact with concrete 
reality, blocking the development of authentic interpersonal relationships. They lack the physical gestures, 
facial expressions, moments of silence, body language and even the smells, the trembling of hands, the 
blushes and perspiration that speak to us and are a part of human communication. Digital relationships, which 
do not demand the slow and gradual cultivation of friendships, stable interaction or the building of a consensus that 
matures over time, have the appearance of sociability. Yet they do not really build community; instead, they tend to 
disguise and expand the very individualism that finds expression in xenophobia and in contempt for the vulnerable. 
Digital connectivity is not enough to build bridges. It is not capable of uniting humanity. 

In our parish we want to build bridges on solid foundations with the children and their families who celebrate  
Sacraments in this church while attending St. Brendan’s Primary School. The parish is co-responsible with the 
priest to prepare the children fully and well so that the meaning of each Sacrament is known and revered. 

On Palm Sunday, 28th March  -  two weeks time  -  we will celebrate Mass with the children now of P5 who 
received Holy Communion for the first time during the month of November. Our intention is to journey with the children 
and their families ever deeper into the mystery of the Eucharist through taking part in the life of this parish, united with 
the many parishioners who care for them.    

 

 

 

St. Brendan’s Parish    –   our place of worship will re-open on Saturday 27th March. 

The Church will re-open for Mass with a maximum number of fifty parishioners attending at any one time. Please 

confirm to Lynne or Kathleen that you will resume at the Mass you had previously attended.  

The maximum number permitted at a Requiem Mass or other form of funeral service is twenty. 

The maximum number permitted to attend a wedding is five.  

Baptisms are not permitted because of having to gather closely together at many moments in that Sacrament.   

We will re-instate the arrangements which we had previously used for morning Mass at 9.30 each day and for the 

four Masses each weekend between 12 Noon on Saturday and 4.30pm on Sunday.  

For the Services in Holy Week beginning with Holy Thursday, we will comply with the instructions given by 

Bishop Toal to all priests and will print these next Sunday for all to see. Meanwhile here is a provisional list of  the 

Services we will celebrate including Easter Sunday. This will be discussed with the Stewards to ensure that it can 

be implemented as it calls for even great commitment in their part in service of the community. 

Holy Thursday: Morning Prayer - 9.30AM.           Mass at 7pm. 

Good Friday: Morning Prayer – 9.30AM; Service for families with young children -  12 noon;                              

The Passion Liturgy  -  3pm;   Evening Service of Recollection: 7pm 

Holy Saturday: Morning Prayer – 9.30AM;  Easter Vigil  -  9pm 

Easter Sunday:  Mass -  10.30AM;      Mass -  4.30PM        

The stewards who will again implement the protocols to allow the church to re-open on 27th March are also 

providing members for the newly established Telephone Pastoral Ministry. They have adopted the name 

PhoneBrendans for this ministry to serve the community by making telephone contact with those who have given 

their contact details for many different purposes to Church. The steward who calls will introduce the call with 

words like “hello, I’m phoning from St. Brendan’s. How are you?” and take the conversation from there.      

“Online” Streaming of Mass from 27th March:                                                                                            

The Holy Spirit is always encouraging full, active and positive participation by parishioners in the 

Eucharist  -  both daily at 9.30AM and during the four Masses on Saturday/Sunday. We hope that 

all four Masses at the weekend will be celebrated with the full complement of fifty members of the 

parish family present and participating ever more willingly and joyfully.  

and every Requiem Mass will be live streamed AND the Mass at 6pm on 

Saturday and both Masses on Sunday – 10.30 and 16.30.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                             

Mass for families with children at primary school: Mass on Sunday at 10.30AM, will be celebrated with 

children very much in mind. Fr. Ness will speak with the children present in the church intending deliberately to 

engage with them from the start of Mass and explaining the parts of the Mass frequently to them.  

Please try to follow this Mass from home as if you too are in the church with your children.  Only in this way 

can the preparation in the Home and in the Parish and in the School be carried out hand in hand this year for 

the Sacraments.   

If wishing to participate at Mass, please enquire with Lynne or Kathleen.  Contact Lynne on 07803-314555 or 

email: lynnekellas@icloud.com or Kathleen on 07585-225837; Kathleencosgrove@btopenworld.com.                                                                                                                       

 

From Monday to Friday an “online” Talk at 1pm on Sacred Scripture is offered each day AND at 9pm a Time 

for Prayer at Night is offered for participation by all who wish to join together in prayer.            
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PRAYER INTENTION REQUESTS FROM PARISHIONERS:                                                                                                                                         

Birthday Remembrance: Catherine Patricia Hughes. 

those whose Month Mind or Anniversary occurs about now: Gerard Jackson; John Boyle. 

Living out Liturgy and Prayer, Pastoral Outreach and Spirituality in St. Brendan’s: 

The Church of Scotland has advertised the vacant post of Minister in Kenmore, Perthshire in these words: 

….seeking a minister who will continue to challenge and inspire this parish community to help it deepen our 

understanding of the Christian faith and who will coordinate and utilise the [God given] talents and abilities of our 

members to take our parish forward and reach out to the community in Kenmore and district, whether regular church 

goers or not.                                                                                                                                                                          

How does ministry in Kenmore Church of Scotland parish line up with our parish in Muirhouse?  Let us examine this 

by reference to the Pope’s Declaration about the Year “Amoris Laetitia Family” which he will initiate on Friday of 

this week  -   St. Joseph’s Day. His prayer intention will last for the rest of this year.                                                        

In St. Brendan’s we had introduced the Jam Jar Project to mark this Declaration by the Pope. Will twenty families 

from this Parish wish to take it up through and beyond Easter Sunday to Pentecost? Here’s what you are asked to do: 

1. Pick up one of the twenty Jam Jars and Prayer Cards [bound together] from the chapel house.  

2. Make use of the six pages of spiritual themes to carefully decide on things to do as a family. 

3. Retain the Jam Jar as a reminder of your commitment to your tasks and as a means of storing items of 

value or of future activity within and perhaps beyond Pentecost Sunday.  

4. Pray each day the Prayer of Pope Francis to the Holy Family printed on the Prayer Card with the Jam 

Jar and be aware of this 1900 years old prayer to St. Joseph:                                                                           

O St. Joseph whose protection is so great, so strong, so prompt before the throne Of God, I place in you all my 

interests and desires. O St. Joseph do assist me by your powerful intercession and obtain for me from your divine Son 

all spiritual blessings so that having engaged here below your heavenly power, I may offer my thanksgiving and 

homage to the most loving of fathers, Oh St. Joseph I never weary of contemplating you and seeing Jesus asleep in 

your arms. I dare not approach while he rests near your heart. Press him in my name and kiss his fine head for me and 

ask him to return the kiss when I draw my dying breath.  St. Joseph pray for us, Amen. 

Bishop Toal has written about the Mass of Chrism on Holy Thursday: I will invite three Deacons, one of whom 

will be on the sanctuary, and 30 from the Lay Faithful and Religious. I would hope that those invited will be 

representative of the Diocesan community, with a particular wish that they include some who have made a fine 

contribution in the service of the church and community through the past difficult year. If you would like to propose 

possible invitees from your parish, please send your nomination to the Chancellor.                                                                  

In response, our community has nominated Kathleen [Cosgrove] and Jim [O’Hare] 

Children’s Stations of the Cross: the Redemptorist “activity” booklet [30 copies] is available in the box at the 

entrance to the church for collection without charge by families for praying at home with their children.  

Parish 200 Club for the year 2021-22: Renewal of membership or new membership for the next year is now 

open.  New members will be notified of their allocated number. We ask members to renew/join by placing payment 

(cheque payable to St Brendan’s Church or Cash) for £24 per membership in an envelope, with Name, Address and 

Contact Telephone Number written on the envelope.  Envelope/payment can be handed in to Church or to John 

Campbell, 5 Annan Grove, ML1 2BS.  If anyone is paying by direct bank payment to the Parish’s Bank Account 

please telephone John on 269277 to confirm. 

We had 101 memberships this past year and target this year to at least match this.  Heartfelt thanks from the 

community to all who have supported this fundraising activity in recent years. 

 

 

 

  

Fourth Sunday in the Season of Lent.  Fourteenth March 2021. 

TODAY IS SCIAF SPECIAL APPEAL DAY  -  PLEASE DON’T OVERLOOK IT 

Mother’s Day   -  all mums and grans and great grans  -  have a happy day. 

Liturgies during this week: 

Monday to Friday: Mass at 8.30 AM in the church for the Primary School 

children [ Mrs Oates attending and broadcast to the school and on our Facebook page.] 

Monday to Saturday: Mass at 9.30AM with one parishioner attending. 

Saturday at 6pm: Vigil Mass for Sunday with one parishioner attending. 

Saturday at 7pm: final “online” conversation with the children of primary 

school on our Facebook page - open to all children of all ages. 

Sunday: Mass at 10.30AM and 4.30pm each with one parishioner attending. 

 

The parish’s Facebook page and Twitter feed show any changes to the schedule. 

                                                                                      

http://www.facebook.com/saintbrenrc

