
     

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Our faith, our sacramental, spiritual and pastoral life.                                                                    

Response to the Psalm: “Your love, O Lord, is eternal; discard not the work of your hands.”  Singing and guitar 

accompaniment by Catherine Anne and Jamie Bulloch with P5 daughter Lucy.                                                                                                                             

The music ministry at Mass  -   hymns are sung [behind a screen] by a cantor at three out of the four Masses each 

weekend. This complies with the advice and protocols on sacred music during Mass issued by the Bishops’ Conference. 

There is organ accompaniment at both Masses on Sunday. The psalm is provided by video recording at every Mass each 

weekend, presented by the Bulloch family, Catherine Anne, Jamie and Lucy.                                                                                                                                         

From Tuesday to Friday at morning Mass, Elizabeth McGinn sings either one, two or three hymns as directed by Fr. Ness.  

Families of last year’s P3 and P4 classes or families with a child in any of the classes P3, P4, P5, P6 and P7 this 

year who wish that child to celebrate one or more of the Sacraments of RECONCILIATION, EUCHARIST or 

CONFIRMATION between now and June 2021,in order to nourish the spiritual life of your child please either 

register for inclusion in attendance at Mass on either Saturday or Sunday as soon as the number of people able to 

attend is increased,  OR commit to following Mass on line at 10.30 each Sunday morning.   

This  week, on 18th August, Bishop Toal wrote to the priests of the Diocese:                                                                                                               

Some Parish Priests have gone ahead with arrangements for [First Reconciliation] and First Communion 

through the rest of this year, working within the present guidelines. I give my permission for [First 

Reconciliation] and First Holy Communion to be celebrated when each Parish Priest decides that they wish them 

to go ahead, in consultation with schools. Due to the restrictions on numbers and other regulations, some 

priests may deem it prudent to wait longer, therefore it would be good to tell parents and teachers [if] that is 

what will happen.  

Inevitably some aspects of First Communion Masses will have to be omitted as the present guidelines for 

worship in our churches are followed and these should be well explained to families and adhered to by each 

priest. The First Communion Masses are a Parish celebration, so the Church’s present guidelines should be 

followed. 

Following on receipt of this letter from the bishop, Fr. Ness has agreed with Mrs. Oates  to complete the 

Sacrament of Reconciliation for the children from P3 who are now in P4, in the week beginning 21st September.  

On 19th March this had involved thirty children. It now involves those twenty-five children whose parents 

have written to Fr. Ness to say they still wish their child to celebrate this Sacrament.                                                                                                           

First Reconciliation will be celebrated in the church in separate groups, each of six children and one of seven. Two 

adults can attend with each child.  Two groups of six children will celebrate the Sacrament in succession in simple 

short Services on one of two evenings during that week. The two Services will follow in succession on each evening 

with a gap to allow the church to be cleaned and to avoid an overlap as one group leaves and another group arrives. 

The exact dates for these evenings between Monday and Thursday of that week and the times will be set when Fr. 

Ness checks the availability of stewards who are needed to direct the families and clean the church. 

First Holy Communion: on 30th May thirty-three children from P4 were to celebrate this Sacrament. Of those 

children, twenty-nine families have written to Fr. Ness to say they still wish their child now in P5 to celebrate 

the Sacrament.  Preparation in the School with these children will begin no later than 7th September. In the parish 

the spiritual preparation through engagement with the families will begin immediately.                                                

The [First] Communion Masses: will involve groups of six children and will be celebrated in the period between 

sixth November and thirtieth November. The parents and the siblings of the six children will be able to participate at 

the Mass with the child. They will be able to sit with the child in their allocated seating. The dates and times for these 

Masses will be set once Fr. Ness checks the availability of stewards and will be set against the existing timetable for 

Mass within the parish both during midweek and at the weekend.    

 

 

 

Our Parish Community [St. Brendan’s]                                                                                                 ,                                                                                                                                                             

MASS AT 6PM ON SATURDAY AND AT 10.30AM ON SUNDAY WILL BE STREAMED LIVE ON OUR 

FACEBOOK MEDIA TO OFFER AS MANY AS POSSIBLE THE OPPORTUNITY TO PARTICIPATE. 

STEWARDS ensure that Mass can be celebrated here each day midweek and at four times at the weekend.                                              

If aged between 18 to 70   -  could you help? Even if for a limited period of weeks or months, your help 

would allow a steward to take a break from this commitment and later return refreshed.                                      

Stewards, including new volunteers are asked to meet at 6pm in the church next Sunday 30th August to review 

their participation and say if they can continue. Daily and weekend Mass timetables will then be adjusted to suit 

your availability and the schedule for the Sacraments of Reconciliation and Holy Communion will be set.                                                                                                                                                          

Kathleen Cosgrove as Parish Safeguarding Coordinator applies the Church’s requirements for all who serve as a 

Steward. Please contact Kathleen [phone number and email address are given below] to be sent an ID Form.   

PLEASE NOTE THE FOLLOWING INFORMATION:                                                                                   

Registration [for the purpose of “Track and Trace”] and then actual attendance at Mass:                                                                                                                                                                                                                    

1. parishioners have been allocated places at Mass in accordance with the date order of registration. If a person or 

family can’t attend for two weeks in succession their place will be offered permanently to the next family in 

line. There is a particular demand for being able to attend Mass at 6pm on Saturday and both Sunday Masses.                                                                                     

2. the Mass time allocated to a person or family and the place in the church for Mass will remain fixed until the number of 

parishioners allowed to attend each Mass is increased. We will then review this allocation among the parishioners.  

3. the Stewards will remain the same for each Mass. A need for quarantine would arise if there was an infection among the 

stewards.  Whereas that particular Mass might then require to be suspended for the period of the quarantine, all of the other 

Masses would continue unaffected.  

4.Fr. Ness will be helped by a Eucharistic Minister from this weekend to distribute Holy Communion to each parishioner in 

their allocated place.  On finishing, Fr. Ness will ask all the young children to stand up so that he can bless them as a group. 

1. Please support both Fr. Ness and the Stewards by following the protocols exactly as set out.   

2. We must provide for the safety of all who come to the church or into the church car park. We must get all 

the information needed from you for “TRACK & TRACE.” 

3. Move to your appointed seat without delay, please stay there after Mass finishes until you are asked to 

leave it and leave by the appointed exit. Please do not cross to another exit and break the social distancing.  

Lynne Kellas and Kathleen Cosgrove record the identity of parishioners who wish to participate at Mass. 

Contact Lynne on 07803-314555 or by email: lynnekellas@icloud.com or Kathleen on 07585-225837 or by 

email:  Kathleencosgrove@btopenworld.com                                                                                                                                                                      

Please know that we do our best for you and for all our parishioners of all ages. Please always observe the 2 

metre social distance rule when you are on church property including the car park, and always, always, 

wear a face covering. Fr. Ness is liable for any breach of these obligations because all conduct on the 

property is legally under his control. The toilets in the church are not in use. 

 at 9.30 will be streamed live on our Facebook site but if you want to participate at Mass in the 

church and to be assured of a place, you can register in advance with Kathleen or Lynne by telephone or email. 

You normally would be able to register with the Stewards at church on the day for Mass.     

The Requiem Mass for Marcella O’Donnell was celebrated here last Wednesday.  Angela, Kevin and Rosalind 

O’Donnell the children of Marcella, and Anne Marie Latta, her sister, wish to thank the community for the 

understanding and help which was given to them on the sudden death of their mother and sister.    
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PRAYER INTENTION REQUESTS FROM PARISHIONERS:                                                                     

all those who have died recently: Elizabeth McGhee; John Higgins [Jeweller]. 

those whose Anniversary or Month Mind Remembrance occurs about now: Cathie Kerr; Hugh Ferry;     

Alice Ledwith and Annie McCarthy; Celia McGinty [O’Hare]; Thomas McGhee; Thomas [Tam] Whelan. 

Happy Birthday: [22nd August] Susan Gierthy. Many happy returns from all of us in the parish. 

Communication: Prints of this bulletin can be collected from the Baron’s Road doorway. It is also available online. 

Please deliver a bulletin on behalf of Fr. Ness to families with children at St. Brendan’s PS to help him communicate 

with all of them. Put one through their letter box and mark on it if you wish “AS REQUESTED BY Fr. NESS”   

Postings on Facebook: these are obviously capable of reaching many people. Fr. Ness will speak online each Saturday 

and then ask at all Masses that parishioners make a point to view this and share its content personally or digitally with 

others in the parish who may not use FACEBOOK. Please note today’s item about our compliance with all of the 

protocols on social distancing. Unless we do this, including in our use of the main car park when coming to church 

and leaving from it, then the celebration of Mass is to end and we revert to Mass by live streaming only. The Diocese 

through the parish did not change its mind as regards the use of the matting pathway from the car park into the 

school. The Diocese has consistently permitted the limited use of the car park to drop off and collect children from 

school but if the social distancing rules continue to be breached then even that limited use will have to end. The 

Diocese as owner of the property is legally responsible for what happens in it. Anyone who wishes more information 

about this issue should speak with Fr. Ness. He will courteously explain fully.     

Transfer of parish priests and assistant priests within the Diocese: this week Bishop Toal moved several assistant 

priests from one parish to another. Fr. Paul Denney has been moved from the Cathedral.  He has said that this coming 

week he will move several parish priests and if we are affected you will be the first to be told.  

Ecumenical Call to Prayer: For the 26th consecutive week, 14 Churches and Christian organisations across Scotland 
call on Christians to pray together in response to the COVID 19 Pandemic. Please join in prayer at 7 pm, this Sunday 
23rd August.  The internet link to the prayer is: https://www.churchofscotland.org.uk/news-and-
events/news/2020/scottish-christians-join-together-in-prayer-this-sunday 
 
We thank Jim O’Hare and Tricia Timmons for serving us as sacristans from last Monday to allow Anne Therese to 

take a rest from her service as sacristan. It is open to all parishioners to engage in serving the community as Anne 

Therese, Tricia and Jim have done and often do. Thank you to all those who serve regularly by their very 

presence and bring their children to be present too, and thus participate in the life of the community.                                                                                                          

Parish Finance: A second interim Financial Statement was distributed last Sunday. One  item is needed for a 

complete picture of our finances as of 31st July. The bank balance was £9182.76. There were no significant unpaid 

invoices. We need parishioners to take a role in our finances and serve on the Finance Committee for two years to 

replace Jim, Evelyn and John.  So far, no parishioner has offered to serve in this Committee.  

Fundraising within our community: this week Elizabeth, donated £300 to the parish principally from the sale to 

parishioners of flower arrangements which she herself had originally purchased for use on and around the sanctuary 

and the shrines of the church. These arrangements had been replaced by natural flowers for which many parishioners 

regularly make donations. Thank you, Elizabeth, and thank you  -   all parishioners  -   in Jesus our Lord, 

Our Parish family:  Mary Collins has once again provided embroidered cloths and covers for use on the sanctuary 

and around the church for our many needs in providing liturgy with reverence and decorum. Thank you, in Jesus.                                                                                                                                                                                                         

 

   

  

Twenty third August 2020, the Twenty first Sunday in the 

Liturgical Year.                                                                          

Mass in the Parish during this coming week:                                                                                                                           

Monday – Friday: Mass at 9.30 AM;                                                                                

Saturday at 12 Noon: the first of two Vigil Masses for Sunday                                                                                        

Saturday at 6pm: the second Vigil Mass for Sunday                                                                                                                     

Sunday: Mass at 10.30am and at 4.30pm.                                                                                             

 

Please check the parish’s Facebook page and also look on our Twitter feed and 

on our web page Notices to find if any changes are made to this schedule.                                                                                                         
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