
       

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

    

                                                   Our Spiritual Life.                                                                                                    

Listening to the Faithful: The Synodal Process.    Those for it and those not so sure.                                                                                                             
Pope Francis' plan is for ordinary Catholics to have their say. It begins with the coming synod, which opens in Rome on 9th 

October and in every diocese in the world on 17th October.                                   

Phyllis Zagano: is senior research associate-in-residence and adjunct professor of religion at Hofstra University, 

in Hempstead, New York. Her most recent book is Women: Icons of Christ.   She has this to say. 

It's called "For a Synodal Church: Communion, Participation, and Mission." While Francis truly wants all Catholics to pray 

and talk about the needs of today's church, his plan depends on diocesan participation.  

Here's how things are supposed to work. Last May, Rome asked every bishop for the name of the person managing his 

diocesan synodal process. The bishop then is to open his local synod on 17th October, collect input from parishes, and report 

to his national episcopal [bishops] conference.   

The conferences from throughout the world will then gather the results in time for the 16th Ordinary General Assembly of 

the Synod of Bishops, scheduled for October 2023 in Rome.  

The Vatican's synod office published the synod handbook, called a vademecum, [in Latin “go with me” and the synod's 

preparatory document just a few weeks ago, on 7th September but "synodality" has been in the air for years, gaining 

prominence after the Second Vatican Council fifty five years ago.   

Rome announced the next synod's theme in March 2020, just as the COVID-19 pandemic began. Lockdown-time pushed the 

culminating Rome meeting back one year, to October 2023, giving interested bishops and episcopal conferences more 

planning time.  

So, what does all this talking (or not talking) mean? Synodality — the word comes from the Greek, meaning "common 

road" — is the pope’s way of listening to those on the periphery [or margins] of the Church. Francis is known to have 

said "the periphery is the center," and he wants the bishops [who sit] on top of the pyramid in the hierarchical church to 

recognize that. He wants to hear from ordinary Catholics, as well as from their bishops. 

Francis has already acted on a few requests for changes from 2019's Pan-Amazon synod aimed at broadening participation. 

In January of this year, he changed canon law to allow women to be installed as lectors (readers during Mass) and acolytes 

(Ministers of the Eucharist]. Each of these ministries is both required and celebrated prior to diaconal ordination for men.  

The synodal process, when properly done, brings about prayerful discernment and an understanding of what the church 

needs going forward.  

The process itself is the beginning and the end of synodality. If everyone has a voice, not on defined doctrine but on the 

relatively mundane issues of who gets to do what (married priests, women deacons, parish leadership, control of funds and 

properties), then the process will have met its goal.  

What are the chances of success? That depends on whom you ask. For those bishops who are cemented in clericalism, they 

will begin to pay lip service at best to a process deeply inserted into the church. They are likely to survey the usual suspects, 

choosing whom to hear and what to report. Their "success" will be maintaining control.   

Success for those bishops who are not focused on controlling power, will be listening and honestly reporting 

the needs of the people. What gets to Rome from individual national conferences is critical, but what remains 

to be seen is how the periphery [the parishioners of St. Brendan and elsewhere] makes its voices heard.   

Our bishop’s Office sent this message to us this week. Preparations are underway to launch the synodal process in our 
diocese. Please promote the Cathedral Mass on 17th October at 3pm and send me the list and contact details of 5-10 
parishioners who will be attending. Also, please consider who will be your parish contact persons – ideally two - one of 
whom could be you. Training will be provided for them so that they understand the methodology and content of the 
programme which will be offered to our parishes. Please let me have their names and contact details by Friday 8th October.                                         

We again ask for between 5 and 10 parishioners to respond. If no one does from our parish – what then? 
 

 

 

    

 

St. Brendan’s Church    – the place of worship and Sacraments for families.                                 

Every parish must engage fully with parents in the preparation of their children for the celebration of the 
Sacraments of Baptism, Confirmation, Holy Communion and, linked to these Sacraments, also the Sacrament 
of Reconciliation.  

Our bishop has asked that we remind the parents of children who are celebrating the Sacraments while at 
Primary School about engaging fully with their parish. The bishop has commented after speaking to those 
priests who serve as Deans in our Diocese that “a lack of family attendance at Sunday Mass is noticeable, with 
the question being asked as to whether children who celebrated Holy Communion [earlier this year] have since 
received a “second” communion. Questions are being asked by priests about the age for Confirmation. In the 
present school year, the bishop intends to confirm only children in P 7 across all parishes and not P6.” 

In a pastoral letter sent to each priest this week, Bishop Toal also wrote this:                                                              

It is necessary to reflect on where we are at present, particularly in regard to people re-engaging in the 
Church’s worship and sacramental life and what steps might be taken to encourage people to be part of the 
Church’s life. The possibility of re-introducing the Sunday Obligation can be discussed, perhaps in the broader 
context of the fundamental place of Sunday Mass in the life of Catholics. Looking ahead to the synodal 
discussions in our parishes this is a very pertinent issue which merits serious consideration and discussion 
among our people. The Mass and sacraments are celebrated in our parish churches, and every Catholic belongs 
to a particular parish, and questions arise about the awareness of this by people and the consequences which 
are part of it – membership, parish boundaries, participation, loyalty, financial support. 

Bishop Toal’s comments in the final sentence of the last paragraph matters greatly to us in St. Brendan’s. 

We use the phrase: “Do you feel you belong here? Does it matter to you whether you come to celebrate your 

faith with St. Brendan’s community or do you think that one church is as good as the other and that there is 

no need to have a sense of belonging. BISHOP TOAL DOES NOT AGREE WITH THAT VIEW.                 

In this parish we want to and we must encourage a sense of belonging in everyone from within the set 

boundaries and also with those who consciously and consistently celebrate their faith with us and so show a 

sense of belonging here. 

And so, for Primary 1 pupils in St. Brendan’s: we invite all families with children in this class, looking to the 

future celebration of Sacraments in this parish, to come to Mass, on Sunday 10th October at 10.30AM. Bring 

a copy of the child’s Baptismal Certificate and give it to one of our Children’s Liturgy leaders for Fr. Ness 

with a note of the contact details.  PLEASE, MAKE THIS KNOWN TO ALL P1 FAMILIES. 

The children in P5 will celebrate First Holy Communion at Mass next Saturday. Bishop Toal and priests     

in parishes in the Diocese have this concern  -   repeated from his comments shown above   -   A lack of 
family attendance at Sunday Mass is noticeable, with the question being asked as to whether children who 
celebrated Holy Communion [earlier this year] have since received a “second” communion.    

Two families have not yet provided the information the parish has requested about those who will 

attend the Mass on Saturday. We asked for this information so that we can make the best possible 

spiritual provision for the children and for all who will come with them to this Mass. 

On 3rd October, all the children are invited to assemble again in this church as their own small 

community of P5 and be greeted in full communion with the parish community at 10.30 Mass.  

The parish will make a gift to the P5 children at each Mass for them, Saturday and Sunday. 

World Day of Prayer for the Care of Creation: Pope Francis has spoken of the World Day of Prayer for the 

Care of Creation, and the beginning of the Season of Creation, which will conclude on October 4, the feast of St. 

Francis of Assisi, a week on Monday. This year's theme is, "A Home for All? Renewing God's Oikos [Greek: 

home]", It is an opportunity also to invite our young people in P7 in St. Brendan’s and their families to be 

active participants in the Church’s worship and mission as they prepare for Confirmation. 

 We are using the book, Making Time for Prayer, Jesus and God, by Fr. Gerald O’Collins, to provide help 

for parishioners, but for this week, we can’t provide this through lack of space. Next week…….. hopefully! 

 
 

 

 

https://www.ncronline.org/authors/phyllis-zagano
http://www.paulistpress.com/Products/5500-2/women-icons-of-christ.aspx
https://seasonofcreation.org/
https://seasonofcreation.org/2021/05/10/season-of-creation-2021-celebration-guide-en-news/
https://seasonofcreation.org/2021/05/10/season-of-creation-2021-celebration-guide-en-news/


PRAYER INTENTION REQUESTS FROM PARISHIONERS:                                                                                                                                         

those who have died recently: Dan Gallagher [aged 93]; Anthony Friary; Brian O’Kane. 

Birthday Remembrance: Margaret Rose Kane [today]. 

those whose Month Mind or Anniversary occur about now: Cathie Kerr; Greta Mulheron; Ellen Boyle      

Joe Smith [3rd] 

THE YEAR OF THE FAMILY 2021:          COMMUNITY AND THE SCHOOL COMMUNITY.    

Confirmation on 25th November: three letters P  -  E  -  W  are an easy way to remember the basis of good 

preparation. PRAYER, ENCOUNTER, WITNESS.  Preparation involves all the young people in P7 who have 

requested the Sacrament and we will give them a Prayer Card at the Offertory today to focus this. The Confirmation 

Faith Friends programme will be helped by students from OLHS 6th year Caritas group. The four-week long 

programme will be delivered after 10.30AM Mass beginning on 24th October and continuing until 21st November.  

Music ministry at the Saturday Vigil Mass: Jamie and Cat Bulloch with their daughter Lucy [P6] provide this 

ministry at 5pm. Young musicians or singers from Primary and High Schools are invited to join them to form a Group 

to work together to develop music at this Mass and other Masses by introducing other instruments and harmonies.  

The Piety Stall will be opened at the end of each Mass. Please re-enter the church after Mass from the main entrance 

to browse or buy there.  My Day-by-Day booklets and the Magnificat surplus for September are available to 

parishioners. Please take one of either and use it to your spiritual advantage.  

Each Wednesday, immediately after Mass in the church, the Coffee Morning ladies contribute to re-establishing 

the social life of the parish. We invite everyone to see the goodness of joining together to participate in our 

Sacramental life through Mass and our social life later in the hall and to join with many other parishioners in doing so.   

Safety in the church and the hall: as a parish we thank all who serve us in this way and in any and every way. 

Kathleen’s number: 07585-225837; Lynne’s number 07803-314555. The Brownies have resumed their meetings in the 

Hall. After discussion with Richard Douglas, it has been decided to re-open the Hall for bookings from parishioners 

and members of the public. The hourly rate for hiring the Hall is £15 per hour with a discount to parishioners. Richard 

keeps the diary of bookings.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                   

The platform and ramp: have been completed but the ornamental steelwork is still to be added. Frank Taylor has 

provided excellent work in this construction. We have applied to Viridor Community Fund for release of the Grant of 

£5k which the Trustees of the Fund had given to us for this project.       

Car Park: the Diocesan Property Committee will re-consider on Tuesday our application to renovate the car park. 

Separately, the Trustees of the Diocese have agreed to explore the making of an agreement with North Lanarkshire 

Council to allow the use of the car park on a regulated basis by families with children at St. Brendan’s PS.  

School fundraising for ICT improvements: please see the poster on display at the Main Entrance to the church. 

Fr. Ness cycled three times round Millport [3x11 miles] to join in the teachers’ effort to encourage sponsorship.  

200 Club: God is good is God  -  the grandchildren of Fr. Ness won the August Draw  -  £111, and Margaret 

McKeever has won the September Draw. Thank you to all those who participate in our fundraising Scheme.  
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Twenty-sixth week in Ordinary Time and also the 

Twenty-sixth day of September 2021. 

Liturgies for this week: 
 

Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday, and Friday: Mass at 9.30 AM [streamed live on our 

Facebook page.] 

Mass on Thursday is at 9am to allow Fr. Ness to celebrate Mass in OLHS at 9.45AM. 

Saturday: Mass at 11AM for the celebration of Eucharist for the first time [First 

Holy Communion] by the 28 children in P5 who have prepared very well. 

Saturday: Vigil Mass is at 5pm. 

Sunday: Mass at 10.30AM [celebrated and presented for children with their families -     

please see the Note on page 3 of the bulletin about this Mass] and at 4.30pm. 

[Mass on Saturday at 5pm and Mass on Sunday at both 10.30AM and 4.30PM is streamed live 

on our Facebook page.] 

The parish’s Facebook page and Twitter feed show any changes to the schedule. 

 

http://www.facebook.com/saintbrenrc

