
     

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Ordinary Season in St. Brendan’s.                                                                               

Last Sunday Bishop Toal celebrated two Masses in our community. He was very happy to have been 

invited. He was even more happy by the welcome he felt and in the participation of the many families who 

came to Mass with their children in advance of the Confirmation Masses for children in P7.  

Bishop Toal had read through our bulletin “online” in advance of his visit. He asked how we intended to 

respond as a community to this part of what was printed on this page last weekend:    

“The Pope has called for a very participative process, engaging all the faithful, which will prepare for this Synod. The 
Bishops of Scotland welcome the Initiative for a Synodal Church: communion, participation and mission.  
 
As the principle and foundation of unity in our dioceses, the bishops look forward to the launch of the Synodal 
journey, a period of consultation and discernment in our local Churches, on Sunday 17th October of this year, and 
preparations are now being made for that event. We ask all the faithful to pray for the success of this initiative in the 
life of the universal and local Church, and above all to open our hearts to the Holy Spirit and listen to the Holy Spirit 
speaking through all of us in the Body of Christ [the Church].” 
 
He asked - do the people in St. Brendan’s want to be a “Synodal” parish, or is it only the priest who wants to set 
this in place for them? Just as he had done in 2019 after the Confirmation Mass on 30th April, he then asked for 
assistance. In 2019 we could accept the nomination as chaplain in OLHS but on Sunday we had to decline. In a truly 
synodal parish that decision would not be made at the discretion of the priest alone but by the community. 
 
On Friday evening Bishop Toal led Evening Prayer of the Church for the Solemn Feast Day of the Sacred Heart. He 
referred in his homily to this new item from Rome and recommended thought it would be helpful to parishioners in 
their personal spiritual life to read as well as himself, clergy and members of Religious Orders within the Church: 
 

Pope Francis refuses resignation of German cardinal and commends his courage.         Jun 10, 2021.  Rome.   

 
Although agreeing with him that the clerical abuse crisis is a “catastrophe,” Pope Francis rejected the resignation presented to him by 

German Cardinal Reinhard Marx as archbishop of the archdiocese of Munich. “You tell me that you are going through a moment of 

crisis, and not only you but also the Church in Germany is going through it,” Francis wrote in a letter dated June 10. “The whole Church 

is in crisis because of the abuse matter; moreover, the Church today cannot take a step forward without addressing this crisis.” The 

“ostrich policy” of hiding the head in the sand leads nowhere, the pope argues, and the only way to address the crisis is to address it 

“from our paschal faith.” 

The Catholic Church in Germany has long been struggling to address the clerical abuse crisis. Cardinal Marx had offered his resignation 

to Pope Francis despite being eight years short of the retirement age. In his letter, the cardinal said that he wanted to take his share of 

responsibility for the “catastrophe of sexual abuse” by representatives of the Catholic Church. Under church law, a bishop may offer his 

resignation, but it is always for the pope to decide whether or not to accept it. Through Thursday’s letter, the pope made it clear that he is 

not accepting it. 

“If you are tempted to think that, by confirming your mission and not accepting your resignation, this Bishop of Rome (your brother who 

loves you) does not understand you, think of what Peter felt before the Lord when, in his own way, he presented him with his 

resignation: ‘Depart from me, for I am a sinner’, and listen to the answer: ‘Shepherd my sheep’.” 

“First of all, thank you for your courage,” Francis writes in a letter that was written in Argentine informal Spanish thereby making it 

clear that he penned the letter himself. “It is a Christian courage that does not fear the cross, does not fear to be humbled before the 

tremendous reality of sin.” The pope tells the cardinal he was right in describing the abuse crisis as a “catastrophe” and acknowledged 

the “sad history of sexual abuse and the way the Church dealt with it until recently. To realize this hypocrisy in the way of living the 

faith is a grace, it is a first step that we must take.” 

“We have to take charge of history, both personally and as a community,” Francis wrote. “We cannot remain indifferent in the face of 

this crime. Owning up to the history of abuse, both individually and a s community, Francis told Cardinal Marx, means that even though 

it is correct to interpret historical situations with the hermeneutics [special context] of the time in which they happened, this does not 

“exempt us from taking charge and assuming them as history of the ‘sin that besieges us’.” 

“Therefore, in my opinion, every bishop of the Church must assume it and ask himself “what should I do in the face of 

this catastrophe?” Francis wrote.  The Church, the pope insists, will not be saved by its own prestige, “which tends to 

conceal its sins,” nor by the power of money and the opinion of the media – noting that often “we are too dependent on 

them.” 

“It is urgent to ‘ventilate’ this reality of abuses and of how the Church proceeded, and let the Spirit lead us to the desert of 

desolation, to the cross and to the resurrection,” Francis wrote. “It is the path of the Spirit that we must follow, and the 

starting point is humble confession: We have made a mistake, we have sinned. Neither the polls nor the power of institutions 

St. Brendan’s Church    – the place of worship and Sacraments for families.                                                                                                                                                                                             

Bishop Toal has instructed that whatever we do in our church, keeping things safe for all is the priority. 

Extract from the Updated Liturgical Guidelines for Holy Mass issued by the Bishops of Scotland. 

The Church’s Infection Control Group has agreed the following in terms of Liturgy:  Restrictions in Level 2 

1. There may be altar servers.     3. Both the Gloria and the Creed may be included. The second reading may be included. 

7. The offertory procession may be included.  9. Holy Communion should preferably be received on the hand.  The celebrant 

and communicant both wearing masks may now use the traditional invitation and response   - Body of Christ. Amen. 

11. If a parish priest agrees to distributing Holy Communion on the tongue, this should take place after Mass and the priest, 

wearing a mask, should sanitise his hands between each communicant. 

13. The collection may be taken as the parishioners exit the church. If there are two collections, one may also be taken as 

parishioners enter the church. 

16. In Level 3 a cantor and organist are permitted.  In Level 2 a small group is permitted to lead liturgical singing. 

19. Married couples need not wear face masks if they are a sufficient distance from the celebrant and the congregation. 

Same applies to parents of child to be baptised. 

In Level 0-1 the above restrictions may be eased with the consent of the parish priest as long as face masks are worn and 

physical distancing kept according to the government guidelines. This acknowledges that the requirement for physical 

distancing may be reduced soon from 2m to 1m. All parishes will be informed when and if this happens. 

The virus is predominantly contagious through the breathing in of air droplets, windows and doors in the Churches should 

be open especially between Masses.  

It’s obvious that it will be a long time before the Stewards can stand down from the service they provide to 

all of us so once more, please consider joining the Stewards. Be aware of the many times at all hours of the day 

and evening that the stewards have been asked to serve this community since last July. There has been several 

more requests from Mrs. Oates for the benefit of P7 families to come to the church before the summer school 

holiday. See the entry below. Will any of the P7 families offer to help prepare and sanitise the church for the safety 

of their children and families? If so, make this known to any one of the Stewards.   

The children in P7: 

The Letters of Request for the Sacrament signed by each child were displayed at the Masses with the bishop 

and the Faith Friends booklets were laid out at the altar at each Mass for Confirmation. Each of the young 

girls and boys received a replica of Pope Francis’ pectoral papal Crucifix from the Parish and a Card.                                                                                                                                                                                           

Before they leave the school, each will also receive from the Parish a statue of Our Lady, the patron of the High 

School and a laminated bookmark at one of two Masses which we have arranged for them at 3.30pm in the last 

week of term to wish them every happiness and success at OLHS starting in August. 

P6 children preparing for Confirmation: we have not forgotten about your preparation. Those who have written 

a Letter of Request for this Sacrament later this year will be invited to a meeting in August to set the date for it. 

Meanwhile we ask all those yet to submit a Letter to collect the form and do so before 30 th June.  

The Sacred Congregation for Divine Worship explains the role of parents The initiation of children into the 

sacramental life is ordinarily the responsibility and concern of Christian parents. With the help of Catechism 

[teaching classes] through the school, the parents are to prepare their child for the fruitful reception of the 

sacrament of confirmation.  

 

P4 children looking forward when in P5 to First Holy Communion on 2nd October: will receive a special gift 

of a Bible for Children, when we will meet with them and their parents after the holidays. Those families whose 

child celebrated the Sacrament of Reconciliation last October in P4 but who have not yet requested this Sacrament 

in P5, can collect a Letter from Fr. Ness. For those many families who have done this already, nothing more needs 

to be done except please ask around to help those who have not yet done this.  

 

      



PRAYER INTENTION REQUESTS FROM PARISHIONERS:                                                                                                                                         

those who died recently: Molly Kane. [Cathedral] 

those whose Month Mind or Anniversary occurs about now: Mary Casey; Michael Gregory & Mary Gregory;      

Rose & George McKendry; Owen McFadden [2nd];  

THE YEAR OF THE FAMILY 2021:                                      COMMUNITY. 

Baptism: Bishop Toal would be concerned [as both we and Mrs. Oates are] about this item in our bulletin last week:                        

Only fifteen children were baptised in this parish showing birthdays between 2014-2016. Compare this to the 

number of children, over thirty, entering P1 in the PS this year. Mrs. Oates has asked all families with P1 children to 

make themselves known to our parish as we have the duty to prepare them for Sacraments while in P3, P4 and P6/7. 

 

P3 Baptism: three P3 children will begin the preparation for baptism after the summer holiday. Their training will 

follow the programme written for this Diocese by Primary School teachers guided by Fr. Stephen Reilly Any family 

with children already at school or about to go there, but not yet baptised, are invited to contact Fr. Ness to join in. 

 

Parents of P7 children: thank you for the gracious words spoken and written last week to express recognition and 

appreciation of the preparation for and administration of the Sacrament of Confirmation last week. Thank you for 

following the directions given by the stewards and for embracing the restriction on free movement in and around the 

church. A special acknowledgement of your commitment to the whole process of preparation of your children.   

                                                                                                                                                                                                

The Piety Stall: Access to it in the hall is available after all Masses on Saturday and Sunday. It is the centre and 

first and best resource for our spiritual and pastoral reading materials as well as sacred objects and sacramentals. A 

print of the My Day by Day Scripture booklets for June can be taken gratis from the tables at the two exits. A donation 

to the cost is not necessary but is very welcome.  

The colour on the sanctuary: as we have re-entered the Ordinary Season of the Liturgical Year the vestments, the 

banners, the altar and lectern covers will all be coloured green until we reach the Season of Advent in or about 1st 

December. The readings from Scripture in this Year of the Evangelist, Mark, can all be followed Day by Day. 

The platform and ramp at the side exit: the need for this was well demonstrated by Martin Sherry at the funeral of 

Jim McKenzie on Friday. This exit will be in use for a long time and the community will be well served by the ramp.   

The sound system was checked on Thursday when it was found that the new microphone on the main lectern is so 

sensitive that it picks up sound from the speakers and this causes “round sound” squeal. The balance has been adjusted.  

Special Collection next week:  for the Apostolate of Communications:                                                                    

Next weekend the Special Collection in our parishes is for the Apostolate of Communications, in particular to assist 

the funding of the Scottish Catholic Media Office. The Motherwell Diocese, along with the other Dioceses, fund this 

Office as part of the Bishops’ Conference of Scotland and depend on the support from the annual collection to do so. 

Your contributions are much appreciated.”    Looking ahead, the July Special Collection is for Peter’s Pence. This can 

be promoted on the Sunday before the Solemnity of Saints Peter and Paul, June 27th   and taken up on the following 

weekend. 

Finance Committee: Suzanne O’Hare has offered to take Evelyn’s place on the Parish Finance Committee. Thank you. 

Are there two more parishioners from Suzanne’s generation willing to follow her example and replace John and Jim? 

 

 

Finance Committee   

                                                                        

          

  

 

Eleventh Week in Ordinary Time.                              
Thirteenth day of June 2021. 

Liturgies for this week: 

Monday to Friday except Wednesday: Mass at 9.30 AM [streamed live on our Facebook 

page.] 

Wednesday: Mass at 7pm [timed at this hour of the day especially for those whose work 

schedule prevents their participation at Mass with the “Morning Mass” community.] 

Saturday: Vigil Mass of Sunday at 12 noon and again at 6pm. 

Sunday: Mass at 10.30AM [celebrated and presented for children with their families] 

and at 4.30pm. 

[Mass on Saturday at 6pm and Mass on Sunday at both 10.30AM and 4.30PM is streamed live 

on our Facebook page.] 

 

The parish’s Facebook page and Twitter feed show any changes to the schedule. 

                                                                                      

http://www.facebook.com/saintbrenrc

