
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Our sacramental, spiritual and pastoral life in St. Brendan’s.                                                                 

Sung Response to the Psalm today,  “Blessed are those who love the Lord.”    

Celebrating the Year of the Word during 2020.                                                                                                   

Pope Francis wants to highlight the two presences of Jesus at the Eucharist whether celebrated on a 

Sunday  -   the high point of the week  -  or on a weekday. As well as in the bread and wine of the 

Eucharist, Jesus is also present when his Word is announced to the congregation in the Scriptures and 

the priest or deacon gives an explanation. The Word of God prepares us to receive the Bread of Life. 

The pope wants every homily to make the Gospel real in ordinary life. He wants the homily to rouse 

the congregation of all ages to enthusiasm about our faith. It is not to be pedantic or boring.  Here is 

an extract from: a homily given at Nazareth by Pope Paul VI on the Feast of the Holy Family:  

the example of Jesus, Mary and Joseph. 

The home of Nazareth is the school where we begin to understand the life of Jesus – the school of the Gospel. 

The first lesson we learn here is to look, to listen, to meditate and penetrate the meaning – at once so deep and so 

mysterious – of this very simple, very humble and very beautiful making known the Son of God. Perhaps we learn, 

even without noticing, the lesson of imitation. 

Here we learn the method which will permit us to understand who Jesus is. Here above all is made clear the 

importance of taking into account the general picture of his life among us, with its varied background of place, of 

time, of customs, of language, of religious practices – in fact, everything Jesus made use of to reveal himself to the 

world. Here everything is eloquent, all has a meaning. 

Here, in this school, all of us learn why it is necessary to have a spiritual rule of life, if we wish to follow the 

teaching of the Gospel and become a disciple of Jesus. 

How gladly would I become a child again and go to school once more in this humble and sublime school of 

Nazareth: close to Mary, I wish I could make a fresh start at learning the true science of life and the higher wisdom 

of divine truths. 

But I am only a passing pilgrim. I must give up this wish to pursue in this home my still incomplete education in 

the understanding of the Gospel. I will not go on my way however without having gathered while wanting to escape 

notice – some brief lessons from Nazareth. 

First, then, a lesson of silence. May esteem for silence, that admirable and indispensable condition of mind, revive 

in us, besieged as we are by so much noise and uproar, in our seething and over-sensitized modern life. 

May the silence of Nazareth teach us recollection, inwardness, and being ready to listen to good inspirations and 

the teachings of true masters. May it teach us the need for and the value of preparation, of study, of meditation, of 

personal inner life, of the prayer which God alone sees in secret. 

Next, there is a lesson on family life. May Nazareth teach us what family life is, its communion of love, its 

austere and simple beauty, and its sacred and inviolable character. Let us learn from Nazareth that the formation 

received at home is gentle and irreplaceable. Let us learn the prime importance of the role of the family in the 

social order. 

Finally, there is a lesson of work. Nazareth, home of the ‘Carpenter’s Son’, in you I would choose to understand 

and proclaim the severe and redeeming law of human work; here I would restore the awareness of the nobility of 

work; and reaffirm that work cannot be an end in itself, but that its freedom and its excellence derive, over and 

above its economic worth, from the value of those for whose sake it is undertaken. And here at Nazareth, to 

conclude, I want to greet all the workers of the world, holding up to them their great pattern, their brother who is 

God. He is the prophet of all their just causes, Christ our Lord. 

 

Pope Francis: “The great challenge before us in life is to listen to Sacred Scripture [and the explanation through 

the homily of its meaning] and then to practice mercy.” 

 

The Children’s Liturgy AND Sacramental Preparation: Meeting here on Sunday 19th January at 2pm.                                                                                                                                        

 

 

PARISH   AND   PARISHIONERS. 

Mass during Christmas Week:                                                                                                                                                           

Monday and Tuesday at 9.30AM    -     usual arrangements and Fr. Ness will celebrate Mass.  

Bishop Nolan hopes to be able to join us at least on Tuesday.                                                                                                                                                            

Tuesday Night   -   New Year’s Eve   -     final Mass of 2019 at 9pm. All those who participate 

will gather around the altar on the Sanctuary to create the scene of the Last Supper.                                                                                                                                                                        

Light refreshments will be taken from out of the chapel house and  served in the side chapel  

immediately after Mass to allow everyone a chance to talk and then to leave for home in good 

time for the Bells to mark the start of the year 2020.  

Wednesday, New Year’s Day:                                                                                                                                                              

Mass is at 10.30pm. The children will remain in the church throughout Mass.  

Thursday, Second January Mass at 11AM - not 9.30AM [the normal time] Please take note of 

this arrangement for this day only.                                                                                                                                                                                

Holy Hour will be as normal at 7.00pm. Prayers will be said for the Pope’s Intentions in 2020. 

Friday and Saturday: Mass at 9.30AM - usual arrangements and Fr. Ness will celebrate Mass. 

The Christmas Tree: those who attended Mass on Christmas Eve saw the tree illuminated in the darkness 

of the church with all other lights extinguished.  It is a wonderful sight. The lights on the tree are brilliant 

white and they shine through the deep shade of green on the branches.  Families and parishioners will be 

able to see the tree for themselves from 6pm on Thursday 2nd January. We thank those who decorated the 

tree and the parishioner who met the cost for the benefit of the community.   

The St. Margaret’s Children and Family Care [Adoption] Society is the only Catholic Adoption Agency in 

the UK. The annual Crib Appeal is a vital source of income to the society. Please be generous in response at 

the Collection Box next to the crib displayed in front of the altar. 

 

Week of Prayer for Christian Unity: we will invite the community from St. Margaret’s to join us in a 

Service to pray for Christian Unity. This is an international observance kept in the Southern Hemisphere 

between Ascension Thursday and Pentecost Sunday and in the Northern Hemisphere between 18th and    

25th January.  We hope the Reverend Ann Paton, the interim Moderator for St. Margaret’s, will join us on 

either of those two Sundays to show our commitment to unity which Cardinal Walter Kasper of the Vatican 

Curia describes as the imperative for this generation. We hope initiatives and invitations like this will thrive 

in 2020 between us and the community of St. Margaret’s through further joint services.  

Wednesday evening   -   Faith Matters starts at 7pm and will give all parishioners an opportunity to 

deepen their knowledge and understanding of our faith band its practice.  We will resume on 15th January 

We will explore the chapters of Matthew’s Gospel using Lectio Divina    -   a way of praying using Gospel 

passages which gives each person participating an opportunity state what attracts them in the Gospel 

passage or passages read for that evening. 

                                                                                                                                                                                                  

Marriage and Baptism: we encourage all couples who live together yet are free to celebrate the Sacrament 

of Matrimony to come and discuss and plan for this in 2020. We also encourage couples who have married 

in ceremonies outside of the Church to ask about making their civil marriage lawful in the eyes of the 

Church under the Code of Canon Law.  Couples who wish to arrange a baptism for a child should contact 

Fr. Ness as soon as possible. Baptism is not possible during the Season of Lent except in a case of pastoral 

necessity  

                                                                                                                                      



PRAYER INTENTION REQUESTS FROM PARISHIONERS                                                                                                                                         

those who have died recently:  Alice McDermott; Gerard Devlin; Frankie McGuire; Fr. Martin O’Keefe.                                                                                                                                                                                  

Those whose Anniversary or Month Mind Remembrance occurs about now: Betty Fagan; Michael Fagan; 

Kitty Maher; Kitty Welsh; Betty Alexander; John, Bridget and Margaret M. Fagan. 

In our Piety Stall at the main entrance:  a range of cards, calendars and spiritual gifts are available:                                                                                                                                                

Pope Francis’ own publications A-Z Living for Christ and Lessons to children.                                                                                                        

My Day by Day booklet for Christmas and the My Day by Day Pocket Diary for 2020.                                          

The Magnificat booklet AND the Sacred Heart Messenger for Christmas and for January.                                              

Redemptorist pocket/purse size Diary incorporating a print of the Prayers of the Mass.                

Redemptorist Diary for 2020. This has an excellent Introduction to Matthew’s Gospel for Year A. 

Collections at Mass - Christmas Collection: Thank you for your generosity. Please continue to 

support the development of this community in all aspects, including the physical, pastoral and above 

all the spiritual in the way of the income raised in the collections of the last several weeks.   

Fr. Ness: “thank you very much for the many and varied Christmas cards and gifts which I have received 

from you. I appreciate your kindness and graciousness and your placing your confidence and trust in me.  

I also thank the many parishioners who have realised that God was calling them to serve him in a specific 

way in this community and following on this have come forward to take up ministry or to work in diverse 

ways for the good of us all in our spiritual lives and in our property. Our aim is to lead young families 

sensitively and gently but also firmly to experience the spiritual and pastoral goodness in sharing actively in 

the life of our community and then encouraging others to do the same. During this year we have:   

1. Established a strong core of leaders of the Children’s Liturgy programme which has provided very 

well for the parish’s contribution to the Sacramental Preparation of P3, P4, P6 and P7 children. 

2. Commissioned a significant number of Eucharistic Ministers from all age profiles to serve at both 

daily and Sunday Mass and re-structured the arrangements for spiritual care of the residents of 

Netherton Court Care Home to release ministers into the rota for taking Holy Communion to 

parishioners in their own homes. 

3. Increased the number of lay Readers confident to prepare and proclaim the Scriptures at Sunday and 

weekday liturgies, including Leo our youngest but now very experienced lay reader. 

4. Established a group of four lay people who have the vocation, the competence and thto lead the 

community in a Liturgy of the Word and distribution of Holy Communion when the priest is absent 

even should this occur as an emergency on a Sunday through sudden illness of the priest. 

5. Through the families of the parish we have consolidated the number of children serving as altar 

servers at all liturgies in the year of the Church including the Easter Triduum. 

6. Provided for the spirituality of the community through special Liturgies and opportunities for prayer 

throughout the year including on every Thursday evening in the Holy Hour of silent prayer. 

7. Introduced a range of resources for spiritual development including My Day by Day, the Magnificat, 

the [Jesuit] Messenger booklet and the writings of Pope Francis.   

8. Refurbished much of the church including the Sanctuary, the “Children’s Liturgy” room, the area of 

the Stall and the hall. We have installed a new toilet facility at the rear of the church, and we have 

repaired and refurbished the toilet area of the hall and replaced all spent light bulbs in the church. 

9. We have improved the Sound System and the Fire Prevention System, introduced two Votive 

Candles Stands, provided an organ and procured the electric piano, purchased new books for hymns, 

introduced new numbering of hymns on the Hymn Board and re-carpeted the floor. 

  

                                                                                                                                                                                                                     

Dates in December and into January:                                                                                                                          

 

  

The Feast of The Holy Family – 29th December 2019. 

Let us nourish the spiritual life of each parishioner by encouraging their 

participation in St. Brendan’s throughout all the seasons of the liturgical year.   

Christmas Hamper Raffle  -   raised Three hundred and thirty [£330] Pounds. 

We thank Elizabeth McCarrison and Ella Lees for their initiative for the 

benefit of the Parish and everyone who supported them by buying the raffle 

tickets   -   especially those who won the raffle prizes. 

times for this week and arrangements for other liturgies and meetings are 

displayed at the top of page three of this bulletin. 

Next Sunday after Mass Tea and refreshments will be served in the Hall. Please 

continue to support this initiative so well by your presence   

http://www.facebook.com/saintbrenrc

