
     

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Pentecost in St. Brendan’s.   The Season of Easter - Paschaltide - ends today. 

Pastoral Letter from the Bishops of Scotland: as an insert to this bulletin there is a letter about the future of our 

children and our grandchildren and great grandchildren. If we have any thought for their future and for the world into 

which we have brought them by giving them life, we should read the letter.  Pope Francis in 2015 wrote an Encyclical Letter 

warning of the destruction of the planet and the possibility of our lives being affected or ended by what we now know is the 

meaning of a pandemic. By using footnotes this letter shows the basis for every statement made by the bishops in the letter.                                                

Parishioners will be pleased to know that in every letter ever written by the Church on matters of faith, similar footnotes are 

offered to justify every statement made by the Church down through the ages. Many people opposed to the Church say that 

the Church simply makes statements or gives orders without any foundation, for us to follow.  

Pope Francis has instituted a new feast, Mary Mother of the Church, to be celebrated tomorrow, the Monday after 

Pentecost. Here is the insight into this new commemoration of Our Lady: the Holy Spirit descends in colour and flame, its 

seven gifts radiating on Mary gathered with the apostles in Jerusalem who seem to look to her at this wondrous moment; 

then, by the power of the Spirit, the disciples move out with good works  -   healing the sick and caring for the abandoned 

through forming faith communities  -   and good words of preaching and teaching. 

The mystic experience of Pentecost through the coming of the Spirit, the Paraclete, is linked immediately with the outward-

looking activity of the first followers of Jesus and their care for the sick and those who live on the margins.  We consider 

what Spirit has landed in us in our time of quiet in this parish. We may ask that we, like Mary and the apostles, be ready to 

go out, looking to those most in need, sharing with them the best of the Spirit who is finding a home in us. 

The numerous matters relating to the children in the parish and their families are set out in full on page 

three of this bulletin. Here we consider how we can best keep the church available to serve the community 

through the celebration of the Sacraments in particular Mass on Saturday and Sunday.   

• Bishop Toal has written to us: firstly, whatever we do in our churches, keeping things safe for all remains the 

priority. Please therefore continue to observe the established protocols and accept the instructions from our Stewards. 

The priest should never be needed to act as a policeman would act, especially within minutes of the start of Mass. 

• Please take good care of our system for attending weekend Masses. If you can’t attend, please give notice asap.  

• Please consider joining the Stewards who have served us so well but are now not able to commit to the same hours 

through restored demand for full-time working and understandable family demands as contact is once again allowed. 

There have been many practices this week by P3 children for the Sacrament next week involving two Services. 

Then the practices will begin for P7 and their three Masses for Confirmation plus the additional Mass with the bishop. 

There are baptisms scheduled and to be arranged. Without adequate availability of Stewards, none of these can be 

provided. If you are unable to act as a Steward through your commitments, we as a community cannot reasonably 

expect others without a break to maintain the level of commitment from which we have benefitted for so long. 

• Anne Therese resumes her full-time employment this week. Her family commitments which now include child minding, 

are priorities which prevent her continuing to serve as she has done as sacristan. Anne Therese took over from Henry 

Douglas of very fond memory and has served the community on her own for the most part just as Henry had done for 

many years. Hers has been an essential ministry here and we thank Anne Therese for her competence and commitment.   

• The weekly routine of cleaning the church in addition to the daily sanitizing carried out by the Stewards has been re-

introduced. We have welcomed back those parishioners who had cleaned the church each Thursday for many years. 

• We should all be aware and never take for granted those many people who serve God by serving the community in this 

parish. We thank and affirm them for their generosity of service and assure them of our appreciation.  

 

      

St. Brendan’s Church    – the place of worship and Sacraments for families.                                                           

The children of P3:  

• have come to the church to prepare well for the celebration of the Sacrament of Reconciliation. 

• The Service will be on Tuesday of this week at either 5.15pm prompt or 6.30pm prompt. Please allow 

for time to be taken into the church and directed to your child’s appointed place.   

• The children are familiar now with the whole surroundings and we thank Miss Hill and the class 

teachers Mr. Bradley and Mrs. O’Donnell for their commitment to the celebration of this Sacrament. 

• The Parish’s sacramental preparation programme should finish this weekend. Each child should bring 

their completed workbook for the Big Hug inside its folder to the Service to return it to Fr. Ness.  

• Each family should strictly observe the limits of numbers who can attend in the church at the Service. It 

will destroy the spirituality of the Celebration if the priest becomes involved in any dispute. A child 

counts in the number just as an adult does.  This notice prevents anyone who indicates “I didn’t know.” 

• Fr. Danny Rooney of St. Joseph’s Parish in Stepps and St. Dominic’s in Craigend has agreed to assist 

Fr. Ness in the celebration of this Sacrament. We thank him for his willingness to help our children.  

• Children in P3 who have not yet been baptized cannot celebrate the Sacrament on Tuesday but after 

baptism they will complete the Sacrament in readiness for First Eucharist next year when in P4.  

 

The children in P7: 

• Forty-five children have now submitted a letter addressed to the community to request the Sacrament 

of Confirmation during the week beginning Monday 7th June. 

• Confirmation is the third of the three Sacraments of Initiation. The young people are completing the 

Catechesis through the Diocesan booklet used in the School and are participating in our Faith Friends 

programme to have a sense of sharing the community experience of this Sacrament. 

• The parish has taken responsibility from the School for the cost of purchasing the Diocesan booklets. 

This is to underline our care for and interest in the children and to focus the celebration of the 

Sacrament as linked to an enduring desire for participation in the sacramental life of this Parish.    

• For those families with children in P7 who had not been able to participate at Mass in this Parish during 

the last fifteen months, there is an opportunity to come to Mass on Sunday 6th June when Bishop Toal 

will preside at 10.30 AM Mass and at a second Mass at 2pm. 

• For parishioners who attend the 10.30AM Mass at present but who don’t have a child celebrating 

Confirmation, please consider changing for this Sunday only to another Mass as Bishop Toal is anxious 

to see and address as many of the P7 children as possible. This is the reason for our asking him to come 

and we hope that all the families with children in P7 will wish to participate at one or other Mass.    

•  

• Families can reserve through contacting Lynne or Kathleen for a place at one of these Masses with the 

bishop, until 12 noon on Thursday 4th June. After that, the opportunity will be open to all parishioners. 

P4 children looking forward to First Holy Communion in P5 on 2nd October: the Sacrament of Confirmation 

will be celebrated by the week ending 12th June and so that weekend Saturday/ Sunday 12th and 13th June we will 

make available the Letters of Request for families to complete for this Sacrament. We want to engage once again 

with the families of the children who celebrated First Reconciliation last October delayed from March 2020.       

Baptism: this Sunday at 2pm we will celebrate the baptism of the infant Theo Daniel Savage, the son of Johncraig 

Savage and Gemma Savage. Baptisms can now be celebrated separately from Mass with a limit of fifty persons 

present and the family have taken advantage of this.  We congratulate this family on the birth of their second child.  

 

Fr. Andrew Clark was very happy to have been invited to preside at both Masses here last Saturday and looks 

forward to the first opportunity for him to return. He continues to serve as a prison chaplain, a ministry which he 

has held since coming to Scotland to serve as a priest in the Diocese of Dunkeld.     

Special Collection Today:  

The Diocesan special collection is for Sick and Retired Priests: in 2020, the costs to the Diocese for the 

care of sick and retired priests was in excess of £305K. The special collection that year raised £29,850. The deficit 

of about £275K had to be met from diocesan Capital Reserves, not its annual income. That deficit is unsustainable 

for the Diocese. Donations can be made using the Payacharity online portal on the front page of the diocesan 

website – www.rcdom.org.uk. The options provided on that portal include Sick and Retired Priests.         
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PRAYER INTENTION REQUESTS FROM PARISHIONERS:                                                                                                                                         

those who died recently: Sheena Breslin.  

those whose Month Mind or Anniversary occurs about now: Beatrice Benassi [1st]; James Higgins;     Canon 

James Ashe; Fr. Gerard  O’Brien; Fr. John Kelly; Hugh Guy Kelly; Malcom Nicholson; Betty Garvin [30th]; Betty 

Farrell.                                

THE YEAR OF THE FAMILY 2021                    LIFE IS PARTICIPATION IN COMMUNITY. 

The Easter Season has ended: we have come through the forty days of Lent from Ash Wednesday to Holy Week and 

then the forty days from Easter Sunday to Ascension Thursday and then the nine days to Pentecost. We now re-enter 

Ordinary Time with the liturgical colour green, which will take us through summer and autumn into late November 

and the Feast of Christ the King before Advent and the start of the new liturgical year. From Tuesday of this week, we 

resume the daily readings from the Gospel of Mark - Year B of the three part [A-B-C] liturgical cycle with readings 

each day from the Synoptic Gospels. Evelyn and Elspeth have the monthly supply of My Day by Day Scripture 

booklets for June and July and the Magnificat booklet for June in the Stall. It is temporarily set out in the Hall and 

access is available after the four Masses on Saturday and Sunday.  

Please follow the daily readings for Mass in the parish using one or both booklets whose purpose are distinct.   

The story of Emma Jane and the parish’s RCIA programme 2021-22: as we reported last week the RCIA 

programme will begin for Emma in late August and will continue by meetings held weekly through to Easter 2022. An 

Inquiry Evening will be announced to introduce the programme. Any adult [16 years +] considering joining Emma in 

the Rite should make this known to Fr. Ness in advance of the Inquiry Evening.   

Feast Day of our patron, St. Brendan: last Sunday we celebrated our patronal Feast Day in conjunction with the 

parish in Yoker, near Clydebank which has the same patron as we do, The community in St. Brendan’s there sent us a 

framed Spiritual Bouquet. This promise of Sacraments and of prayer offered for us is now displayed on the wall at the 

main entrance to the church. There were also gifts of confectionary for adults and children. We have written to thank 

Fr. McAuley for the community in his parish, which he will make known to them.  The letter to him has been posted 

on our website for our parishioners to access and read.  

Parish Finance - we include with this bulletin a Statement covering the four months 1st January to 30th April this year 

with a commentary on both general and specific matters which all parishioners are asked to read and raise questions on 

any matter of concern.                                                                                                                                                       

We can meet from our reserves all our financial obligations to the Diocese and others as and when they fall due for 

payment, such as the quarterly instalment of the annual levy to the Diocese and monthly gas and electricity charges.                                                                                                                                        

We will further significantly reduce if not completely repay, the parish’s debt to the Diocese by the end of this year.                                                                                                      

We will have the opportunity soon to upgrade the Sharp colour printer at reasonable cost once again through the firm 

Strathclyde Reprographics of Coatbridge.                                                                                                                                  

The Diocese has processed our Gift Aid Repayment Claim 2020-21 this week with HMRC. The significant funds due 

to us will be paid to the parish’s bank account before the end of June.    

The construction of the platform and ramp at the side entrance/exit of the church leading to the car park - the 

Manager of Viridor Credits came here last Sunday as scheduled to inspect the side entrance/exit leading to the car 

park. The Steering Group for Scotland will take the final decision this Thursday and we will know by Friday. Prater 

Contracts who recently tiled the steps to the church and chapel house are ready to begin the construction work.       

  

 

Pentecost Sunday.  Please read and absorb the Pastoral Letter 

which is included with this bulletin. 

 

Twenty third day of May 2021. 

Liturgies for this week: 

Monday, Tuesday, Thursday and Friday: Mass at 9.30 AM   - [streamed live on 

our Facebook page.] 

Wednesday: Mass ONLY at 7pm [not 9.30am]  [Streamed live on our Facebook page] 

Saturday: Vigil Mass of Sunday at 12 noon and again at 6pm. 

Sunday: Mass at 10.30AM [celebrated and presented for children with their families] 

and at 4.30pm. 

 

The parish’s Facebook page and Twitter feed show any changes to the schedule. 

                                                                                      

http://www.facebook.com/saintbrenrc


  
  

Pastoral Letter from the Bishops of Scotland  
on the Sixth Anniversary of Laudato Si’            Pentecost 2021 

  
God saw all that he had made and indeed it was very good.[1] 

God’s creation is a great gift to all humanity, and humanity itself is an integral part of that 
creation. We are blessed by having the earth for our common home. It is a place of great 
beauty, teeming with life of all kinds, a world full of wonderful resources which enable us not 
only to live but to enhance our way of life. In nature, God’s glory is revealed for all to see.[2] St 
Francis of Assisi was prominent among the saints in giving praise to God for the wonder of 
creation.[3] 

We have been entrusted by God with the care of the earth,[4] but sadly we have not just used 
the earth we have abused it. We are destroying the seas, polluting the atmosphere and 
consuming the abundant but limited resources of this world while neglecting the needs of our 
poor brothers and sisters and showing no concern for tomorrow. 
The earth, our common home, is given to all of humanity and its resources are not just for us 
to use now but to be preserved and passed on to future generations.[5] 

As Christians we thank God for gift of creation, but, because we have taken that gift for 
granted, when we look at creation as it is now we are conscious of the failings of humanity; 
we are conscious of the need for what the gospel calls “metanoia”,[6] not just sorrow for the 
abuse of creation, not just a change of heart, but a change of life and how we live our lives.[7] 

A very solid scientific consensus[8] tells us that human activity has brought the earth to a crisis 
point and that action is needed that is both urgent and deep rooted, particularly due to 
CO2 emissions. Governments have a responsibility to work together, and with haste, to 
reduce emissions to a safe level. Governments also need to be concerned about adopting an 
economic model that no longer embraces consumption and waste, nor neglects the welfare 
of poorer nations. 
But this is not just an issue that we can leave to government to deal with. The COVID pandemic 
required us to undergo a complete change in our way of life in order to defeat the virus. 
Likewise a radical and sustained change in our lifestyle is required if the abuse of our planet 
is to stop and the damage be reversed. 
The environmental crisis raises questions about how we live, how we work, how we holiday, 
how we travel, how the goods we purchase are manufactured and transported to us. 
This is an issue of both environmental and social justice.[9] It is not only that we must stop 
polluting the atmosphere, we need to recognise the right of all humanity to the world’s 
resources.[10] The Christian message, that we are all part of one human family and that we 
share a common home, means that our earth’s resources must be shared and used for the 
benefit of all and are not to be claimed as the exclusive property of any people or nation in 
whose territory these resources happen to be located.[11] 

Not just as individuals but also as a Church we must discern what changes we have to make 
to the way of life we have taken for granted but which we now recognise to be unsustainable. 
The dioceses of Scotland are in the process of divesting from fossil fuel investments. The 
Bishops’ Conference is aiming for carbon neutrality for its agencies, as are the dioceses in as 
sustainable and timely a way as possible. 



We applaud the Catholic schools who have signed up to be Laudato Si’ Schools and we 
encourage our parishes to join the Eco-Congregation initiative and to examine what practical 
measures can be undertaken at a local level. 
All these efforts are a start, but much more is required if we are to undo the harm caused by 
generations of neglect and abuse. Scientists tell us that time is limited. All of us must, 
therefore, work with a sense of urgency to discern what needs to be done and to make the 
changes required. 
God has honoured us by giving humanity the task of being a co-operator in the work of 
creation.[12] In recent years we have seen in our brothers and sisters throughout the world a 
growing determination to change the destructive practices of the past. This gives us hope. 
Like the Creator we look at what God has created and see that it is very good. A sense of 
gratitude compels us to ensure that human activity enhances and builds up that creation. 
That same gratitude prompts us to pray: 
We praise you, Lord our God, for the gift of life. 
We praise you, for the beauty and diversity of created things. 
We praise you, for the rich resources of the earth and seas. 
We praise you, for entrusting to humanity the care of our common home. 
We praise you, for the opportunity to change our wasteful ways. 
We praise you, for your boundless compassion and forgiveness. 
We praise you, Lord our God, by our actions, in responding to the cry of the earth and the 
cry of the poor. 
We praise you, Lord our God, Father, Son, and Spirit. Amen 

  

 
[1] Genesis 1: 31: “God saw all that he had made and indeed it was very good” 
[2] Ps 19: 1: “The heavens proclaim the glory of God” 
Ps 148: 5: “Let them praise the name of the Lord”  
Wisdom 1: 7: “The spirit of the Lord, indeed, fills the whole world” 
Romans 1: 20 “Ever since God created the world his everlasting power and deity – however invisible 
– have been there for the mind to see in the things he has made” 
[3] St Francis of Assisi, Canticle of Creation: “Praised be, my Lord, for all your creation”. 
[4] Genesis 2: 15: “To cultivate and take care of it” 
[5] Pope Francis: Laudato Si’, 159. “The world we have received also belongs to those who follow us.” 
[6] Matthew 3: 8 
[7] Pope John Paul II, Message for World Day of Peace 1990, 13: “Modern society will find no solution 
to the ecological problem unless it takes a serious look at its life style”. 
[8] Pope Francis: Laudato Si’, 23 
[9] Pope Francis: Laudato Si’, 139. “We are faced not with two separate crises, one environmental 
and the other social, but rather with one complex crisis which is both social and environmental.” 
[10] Gaudium et Spes, 69: “God intended the earth with everything contained in it for the use of all 
human beings and peoples”. 
Pope Francis: Laudato Si’, 95. “The natural environment is a collective good, the patrimony of all 
humanity and the responsibility of everyone. If we make something our own, it is only to administer 
it for the good of all.” 
[11] Pope Francis: Fratelli Tutti, 124. “Nowadays, a firm belief in the common destination of the 
earth’s goods requires that this principle also be applied to nations, their territories and their 
resources.” 
[12] Pope John Paul II, Centesimus Annus, 37: “[humanity’s] role as a co-operator with God in the 
work of creation”. 



 

 
      

 
Jan-21 Feb-21 Mar-21 Apr-21 Total 

 

Income         
  

   p1 Church Offertory Income 3,017.50 3,281.04 3,688.44 5,458.00 15,444.98 
 

   p4 Special Collections 
(restricted funds) 

478.21 575.53 736.25 1,235.29 3,025.28 
 

   p5 Votive Candles 144.69 64.41 97.42 274.09 580.61 
 

   p8 Fundraising 50.00 
 

462.00 192.00 704.00 
 

   p9 Stall Income 178.10 207.70 122.00 213.92 721.72 
 

   r3 Donations 5,964.02 125.00 150.00 3,050.08 9,289.10 
 

   r4 Refunds  50.00 448.10 58.80 556.90 
 

   Total Income 9,832.52 4,303.68 5,704.21 10,482.18 30,322.59 
 

      
 

       

Expenditure         
  

   a1 Housekeeping -389.12 
  

-285.78 -674.90 
 

   b1 Church: Repairs and 
Maintenance 

  
-2,525.75 -5,115.60 -7,641.35 

 

   b3 Divine Service (including 
Votives) 

-242.60 -150.00 -1,078.26 -1,873.13 -3,343.99 
 

   b4 Church: Stall expenditure -86.72 
 

-756.58 -330.30 -1,173.60 
 

   e3 Office: Printing, stationery, 
admin 

 
-50.00 -264.95 -1,371.22 -1,686.17 

 

   f1 Special Collections 
(restricted funds) 

 
-200.00 

  
-200.00 

 

   f2 Diocesan Levy    3,326.62 -3,326.62  
   f4 PIF Interest Payment    681.43 -681.43  
   g6 Telephone (overall) -68.70 -67.50 -71.00 -80.70 -287.90 

 

   g8 Heat & Light (Overall) -1,071.02 -1,035.14 -1,307.18 -500.71 -3,914.05 
 

   g9 Council Tax 
   

-234.68 -234.68 
 

   h3 Overall Insurance   -2,687.49  -2,687.49  
   Total Expenditure -1,858.16 -1,502.64 -8,691.21 -13,800.17 -25,852.18 

 
 

        
  

St Brendan’s Parish, Motherwell - Finance Report 

1st January 2021 – 30th April 2021 

 

1. The community has a right to be kept fully informed of all matters relating to the Parish  -   including finance. 
2. The ministry of the priest is intended to be spiritual and pastoral although it often is sidetracked into finance. 
3. The community has a duty in conjunction with the Parish Priest to appoint a Finance Committee. 
4. This Parish doesn’t have a Parish Priest and therefore unless parishioners volunteer to serve on the Finance 

Committee there won’t be one, and the Parish to that extent is in breach of Canon Law. 
5. The Finance Report speaks of great generosity to the Church from a long list of parishioners who support it in 

Muirhouse in all aspects of its existence including financial. In the coming weeks there will be many families 
present in this church whose children will benefit sacramentally from the continued presence of the parish. 
God’s justice calls on all families to support the many parishioners whose generosity to God maintains the 
presence and the high amenity of St. Brendan’s to serve the spiritual and pastoral life of people in Muirhouse 

6. There are no significant items of expenditure for which provision has not been made. Financial planning in a 
home is necessary and it is also necessary in this parish. Every time a costly programme of works is taken up 
or furnishings ordered at least one parishioner steps forward to make an individual contribution to costs. The 
community so grateful for this.  

7. The installation of the ramp at the side exit will begin on or after the week beginning 6th June once the 
Sacrament of Confirmation has been celebrated. We have been offered the chance to purchase a more 
modern but still second had colour copier. A decision is pending on this once the price is made known. 

8. Our financial aim this year is to reduce to zero the outstanding debt of St. Brendan’s to the Diocese.        



 
  Diocese of Motherwell  

Registered Charity No: SC 011041 

 

 

  

 

 

                                                                                                                                     21st May 2021     

Dear Father, 

Our spiritual indebtedness to your community and our gratitude too.  

I considered writing to you in my best handwriting in order to underline the deeply personal 

element or dimension in the feelings which I seek to express. However, I suspect that even in its 

best form anything holograph of me would prove to be indecipherable by the vast majority of your 

parishioners. Instead, I decided I would commit this letter to print but I would include with it a 

card intimating in carefully presented handwriting that Mass will be offered in our parish of St. 

Brendan on Monday at 9.30AM for everyone in St. Brendan’s G13 4BH. In the Prayers of 

Intercession during that Mass we will pray for you as the parish priest and for Josephine Smith of 

your parish. By this we will continue to acknowledge what is a widely appreciated spiritual and 

pastoral engagement between our two parishes which Josephine has nurtured to our profound 

advantage since my appointment to serve here in February 2019.  

Pope Francis instituted the new feast, Mary Mother of the Church, to be celebrated each year on 

the Monday after Pentecost, this coming Monday. The Jesuits of Manresa in Dublin express the 

purpose of the pope in doing so in the following words which we offer to you as we will focus on 

them in this Mass on Monday for your community: The essence of this new commemoration of 

Mary: the Spirit descends in colour and flame, its seven gifts radiating on Mary gathered with the 

apostles who look to her at this wondrous moment and then the disciples move out with good 

works and good words. 

May we here in our St. Brendan’s join with you in your St. Brendan’s, father, to move out beyond 

what is either habitual or easy, with good works and good words, by the power of the same Spirit.  

I thank you on behalf of all of us here for your ongoing generosity to us   -  and to others. 

Yours in Jesus 

 

Fr. Owen J. Ness.     

 

Parish of St Brendan 
51 Barons Road, Muirhouse, Motherwell, ML1 2NB. 

 

                TELEPHONE: 01698-264448             EMAIL: ojness@hotmail.com 
 

Priest: Father Owen J. Ness 
 

  
 


