
     

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Ordinary Season in St. Brendan’s.                                                                                                                                 

Last Sunday we began with comments made and questions posed by Bishop Toal when he visited us two weeks ago.  

Today, we present this Meditation offered to all people by Pope Francis on Wednesday from the Vatican: 

                                              On the Cross, Jesus prayed for each of us.  

                                                                                                         

Francis said, “the most beautiful thing to remember” is “the grace that we do not only pray, but that, so to speak, we have 

been ‘prayed for,’ we have already been received in Jesus’s dialogue with the Father, in communion with the Holy Spirit.” 

Although Jesus prayed throughout His earthly life, said the Pope, His prayer became even more intense in the days and 

hours leading to His Passion and Death, the “central core” of the Christian proclamation, which shed light on the whole of 

Jesus’ life. 

Jesus “was not a philanthropist who took care of human suffering and illness: He was and is much more,” the Pope said. 

Jesus offers us “total salvation, messianic salvation, that gives hope in the definitive victory of life over death.” 

And so, Pope Francis added, “in the last days of His final Passover, we find Jesus fully emersed in prayer": In the agony in 

the Garden of Gethsemane, where He confidently addressed God as 'Abba,' Father, a word expressing intimacy and trust; 

and on the Cross, “obscurely shrouded in the silence of God,” where once again He calls on God the Father. 

                                                   The Cross fulfils Father's gift. 

On the Cross, said Pope Francis, “the gift of the Father is accomplished — who offers love. That is, our salvation is 

accomplished." When Jesus cried out to God on the Cross, saying, "Father, into your hands I commend my spirit," the Pope 

explained, He offered "everything. Everything is prayer, in the three hours of the Cross."  

Jesus' prayer, the Pope said, "is intense, the prayer of Jesus is unique and also becomes the model for our prayer." Pope 

Francis insisted, "Jesus prayed for everyone, He also prayed for me, for each one of you. Each one of us can say: 'Jesus 

prayed for me on the Cross.' He prayed. Jesus can say to each one of us: 'I prayed for you, at the Last Supper, and on the 

wood of the Cross.'"  

Now please read and consider very carefully this passage from a letter by Bishop Toal to all priests, deacons and 

men and women in religious orders within the Diocese last Friday:     

I thank you all for all that has been done in recent weeks in the celebration of the sacraments in your parishes. Priests and 

teachers have made positive comment on the Liturgies and the prayerful atmosphere at them. The communal singing has 

been missed but I trust the young people and their families have appreciated the efforts made in the parishes and schools to 

prepare for the sacraments and to celebrate them well.                                                                                                                                                                              

 

In this parish we will convene a meeting of parishioners - like a true synod - in late August. Parishioners can then give 

their view on restricting the number of relatives and friends per family who can attend with the children on 2nd October at 

Mass for First Holy Communion. Our aim is to preserve “the Liturgies and the prayerful atmosphere at them.”  

 

I wish to thank all of you have administered the Sacrament of Confirmation.  I trust that has been a special moment in your 

priestly ministry, bringing an added awareness of communion with the Bishop in the Apostolic ministry.  

Thinking ahead to the next school term and the next set of Confirmations I wish to restrict them to Primary 7 pupils. That 

will mean Confirmation in almost every parish for Primary 7. To allow myself sufficient time to come to each parish to 

celebrate the sacrament I will add an extra period for confirmations before Christmas from Monday 15th November until 

Friday 17th December. I ask each of you to contact the head-teachers immediately to tell them that the Confirmation will be 

for Primary 7 and to ask if they would like to celebrate them before Christmas or in 2022.  

Fr. Ness and Mrs. Oates had already discussed this. We have therefore asked Bishop Toal to come here in November 
before Advent begins, to administer the Sacrament of Confirmation for the present P6 children.  ONLY 19 AT PRESENT 
WISH THIS SACRAMENT. We have been the first to ask for November and so we’re hopeful the bishop will come. Can 
anyone explain why only nineteen of the children in P6 who have celebrated First Holy Communion while in P4, have so 
far written to the Parish to request this Sacrament?   Please don’t let anyone answer or say - “nobody told me.”                

 

 

St. Brendan’s Church    – the place of worship and Sacraments for families.                                                                                                                                                                                             

Bishop Toal has instructed that whatever we do in our church, keeping things safe for all is the priority. 

The virus is predominantly contagious through the breathing in of air droplets, windows and doors in the Churches should 

be open especially between Masses.  

Extract from the Updated Liturgical Guidelines for Holy Mass issued by the Bishops of Scotland. 

1. There may be altar servers.  We have now restored one altar server at weekend Masses. 

7. The offertory procession may be included.   We have a method currently under discussion for this parish.  

9. Holy Communion should preferably be received on the hand.  The celebrant and communicant both wearing masks may 

now use the traditional invitation and response   - Body of Christ. Amen. 

13. The collection may be taken as the parishioners exit the church. If there are two collections, one may also be taken as 

parishioners enter the church.  We will do this from this weekend. There is a Second Collection this weekend. 

16. In Level 3 a cantor and organist are permitted.  In Level 2 a small group is permitted to lead liturgical singing.   We do this 

by video prepared each week by Lucy Bulloch of P5 and her mum, Catherine Ann and her dad, Jamie.  THANK ALL OF YOU. 

19. Married couples need not wear face masks if they are a sufficient distance from the celebrant and the congregation.  

In Level 0-1 the above restrictions may be eased with the consent of the parish priest as long as face masks are worn and 

physical distancing kept according to the government guidelines. This acknowledges that the requirement for physical 

distancing may be reduced soon from 2m to 1m. All parishes will be informed when and if this happens. 

The Stewards have provided the community with an essential service for Mass since last July. From time to 

time new members have joined this ministry. Families with children in P7 will come to the church on Monday 

and Tuesday of this week. One of the P7 families has offered to help prepare and sanitise the church for the safety 

of the children and families attending - Thank you very much for this help which is most welcome.  

The joy and hope the grief and anguish of the people of our time, are the joy and hope, the grief and 

anguish of Christians as well - The Decree on the Church in the Modern World -   from Vatican II in1966.                     

We highlight with joy the Gray family [without prior consultation] for their consistent participation in this Parish 

and their sense of belonging to the Parish, their willingness to stand out from anonymity without wanting to stand 

in the limelight. They would say they are an ordinary family, and they are but in 2019, Martin, the dad, came 

forward on Sign Up Sunday, willing to serve as an Extraordinary Minister of the Eucharist which he has continued 

to do. He also serves as a steward. Eilidh his daughter came forward on making her First Holy Communion to 

serve on the altar. Last week Harris of P3 asked if he could read at Mass and last Saturday at the Vigil Mass, he 

read two specially prepared Prayers of Intercession. Eilidh resumed serving at the altar.  Martin wants the family 

to participate in the life of the Parish and to enjoy participating, which they all do. All families can participate and 

can belong in this parish. The opportunities to participate for all our families are many and varied. 

The children in P7 and the children in P1 to P7:                                                                                                                                  

At each Mass for Confirmation, the young girls and boys received a replica of Pope Francis’ pectoral papal Crucifix from 

the Parish. This week at two Masses on Monday and on Tuesday at 3.30pm each will also receive from the Parish a statue 

of Our Lady, the patron of the High School and a laminated bookmark at Mass at 3.30pm on either Monday or Tuesday 

this coming week. These gifts will be given to wish them every happiness and success at OLHS starting in August. For the 

Track and Trace record every family who wants to attend at Mass on either day with their son or daughter   - one person per 

family -   must give the name address and telephone number to Kathleen or Lynne in advance of attending at church.    

The Sacred Congregation for Divine Worship explains the role of parents: The initiation of children into the sacramental 

life is ordinarily the responsibility and concern of Christian parents. With the help of Catechism [teaching classes] through 

the school, the parents are to prepare their child for the fruitful reception within the Church of the three Sacraments of 

Initiation - baptism, Confirmation and Holy Communion for the first time. This mission and ministry begin in P1 and 

continues all the way through Primary School.  

      



PRAYER INTENTION REQUESTS FROM PARISHIONERS:                                                                                                                                         

those who died recently: Jean McGuinness – mother of Fr. Gerry McGuiness 

those whose Month Mind or Anniversary occurs about now:  Cathie Kerr; Betty Dunbar [9th] John Welsh; 

David McCarrison. 

THE YEAR OF THE FAMILY 2021:                                      COMMUNITY.                                      

Baptism: Fr. Ness and Mrs. Oates have decided to celebrate Mass in the first week of September with P1 children and 

families to emphasise the engagement between Families, Parish and School in all year groups but especially in P3, P4, 

P6 &P7 for the celebration of Sacraments. Meanwhile, parents and carers who have enrolled children in P1  -   

please make known to Fr. Ness by note, by letter, by telephone on 07768-396970 or by email to ojness@hotmail.com 

the name of your child and THE DATE AND PLACE OF BAPTISM and your preferred contact details.  

P3 Baptism: three P3 children will begin the preparation for baptism in August. Suzanne O’Hare had agreed just 

before the pandemic closed the churches and led to the cancellation of Baptisms, to work with Fr. Ness to provide 

catechesis for children and preserve the Church’s protocols for Safeguarding children at the same time. Any family 

with children already at school or about to go there, but not yet baptised, are invited to contact Fr. Ness to join this 

training programme with him and Suzanne. 

                                                                                                                                                                                         

The Piety Stall: Access to it in the hall is available after all Masses on Saturday and Sunday. A print of the My 

Day by Day Scripture booklets for June and the Magnificat booklet can be taken gratis from the tables at the two exits 

from the church. A donation to the cost is now not necessary but is very welcome.  

Special Collection this weekend:  for the Apostolate of Communications:                                                                            

To fund the Scottish Catholic Media Office: Motherwell Diocese, along with the other Dioceses, fund this Office as 

part of the Bishops’ Conference of Scotland and depend on the support from the annual collection to do so.  

Use of the Hall for private purposes and events:                                                                                                                       

Once the social distancing provision is reduced to one metre, we will carry out a risk assessment with a view to re-

opening the Hall but only for Parish spiritual, sacramental, pastoral ad social events.  

Finance Committee: Suzanne O’Hare has taken Evelyn’s place on the Parish Finance Committee. They face an 

immediate and important decision.  Here is a passage from a letter sent to us by the Diocesan Treasurer last week:  

Levy Support Fund: You will be aware that one of the parishes of the Diocese made a substantial contribution from their PIF 

account to assist parishes that are experiencing financial difficulties due to the pandemic, the resultant lock-down and reduction in 

income. After discussion with the Council of Priests, and the approval of Bishop Toal and the other Trustees of the Diocese, the 

Finance Department has identified several parishes that would benefit from some assistance.  

Your parish has been identified as warranting assistance towards your levy costs for 2021. Therefore one half of your levy of 

£12986.48 for 2021 - £6,493.24, will be paid from the Levy Support Fund. The Finance Office will adjust your future levy 

payments to take this into account.   Fr. Jim Thomson, Diocesan Treasurer. 

Should we accept this significant donation to our finances or should we reject it and continue to ask all parishioners in 

justice to contribute to the upkeep of our Parish so that we become and remain absolutely self-sufficient on our own?  

SCIAF: we have received a “Thank You” card for our recent Lenten donation. It reads: Thank you for everything 

you do. Your faith, compassion and generosity provide people with the tools they need to tackle their poverty. 

 

 

 

                                                                        

          

      

  

 

Twelfth Week in Ordinary Time.                              
Twentieth day of June 2021. 

Liturgies for this week: 

Monday to Friday except Wednesday: Mass at 9.30 AM [streamed live on our Facebook 

page.] 

Monday and Tuesday at 3.30pm -   Mass for P7A and P7B to mark the end of Year. 

Wednesday: Mass at 7pm [timed at this hour of the day especially for those whose work 

schedule prevents their participation at Mass with the “Morning Mass” community.] 

Saturday: Vigil Mass of Sunday at 12 noon and again at 6pm. 

Sunday: Mass at 10.30AM [celebrated and presented for children with their families] 

and at 4.30pm. 

[Mass on Saturday at 6pm and Mass on Sunday at both 10.30AM and 4.30PM is streamed live 

on our Facebook page.] 

 

The parish’s Facebook page and Twitter feed show any changes to the schedule. 
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