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The Liturgical Year 2020-21 in St. Brendan’s.                                                         

Year of St. Joseph -  over the last two weeks we have distributed copies of the Letter issued by Pope 

Francis   -  supported by a pastoral letter of our bishop   -   to highlight the dedication of this 

liturgical year to St. Joseph.   In his office in the Vatican, the Pope keeps a statue of St. Joseph shown 

sleeping. The pope believes that even when St. Joseph is asleep, he takes care of the Church. The 

pope explains that when he has a problem, he writes a little note and puts it underneath the statue 

of Saint Joseph, so that he can dream about it. The pope says that he also asks St. Joseph to pray for 

this problem.  

We have displayed at the Entrance to the church a List on which to place your name if you would 

wish to have one of the Prayer Stands which we have available for your home. These display on one 

side the image of St. Joseph asleep and on the other side the Prayer of St. Joseph. Your prayer 

intentions can be placed under the stand on a note. The Prayer Stands will be available next Sunday.  

Advent and the Sacrament of Reconciliation: last week we made known that bishop Toal had instructed 

priests to give General Absolution to all who attended at Mass in the lead up to Christmas. This was to be given at 

the Penitential Prayers which open every Mass. It has long been the belief in the Church that no circumstances 

would justify giving such an instruction. The current restrictions against people gathering in one place plus the 

rule on social distancing due to the pandemic, prompted Bishop Toal to see these circumstances as justifying his 

decision/instruction. Please note carefully that anyone who considers himself or herself to be spiritually cut off 

from an intimate relationship with God in Jesus Christ because of a serious sin or sequence of sins caused by an 

ongoing situation in their life, must attend the Sacrament of Reconciliation individually as soon as possible after 

receiving General Absolution for the grace of this Sacrament to be effective in their spiritual life.   

Advent Colloquy [conversation between friends] with God: we continue from this page and space last Sunday 

our reflection in this Christmas Octave on prayer being like a conversation between close friends. Today we do 

this for parishioners by this suggestion offered by Irish Broadcaster Andrea Hayes in the Jesuit Messenger 

Magazine for a Walk in the Park [Strathclyde] or a riverside [the Clyde] walk in thoughtful conversation with 

God: 

Following a life of living with chronic pain I gave up the work I loved doing and trusting in his Providence I 

surrendered myself to God’s Will. I took up a daily ritual; of three strands  -  praying, walking and keeping a 

journal.  I walked each day in a local park. I became very attentive to and so aware of my surroundings. I felt I 

was on “holy ground.” Unintentionally this became a life changing “spiritual exercise.” It opened a doorway 

into the divine. As I watched the colours in the park change with the seasons, I noticed my interior landscape was 

also changing. In my walk I learned that I could    -   like the Jesuits such as Pope Francis, who follow the 

Spiritual Exercises or Insights of their founder, St. Ignatius   - “find God in all things”.  This became an 

important spiritual transition in my personal story of conscious awareness. By handing my health over to God, I 

entered into a vision of God on my walks and was guided to see “God in all things”. 

I trusted that my pen and my words were guided as I wrote my journals. This process has led me to uncover my 

authenticity. I realised that the ritual I had embraced led to a healing that no medication could have brought 

about. I unplugged myself from my old world and plugged in to my own authenticity, my own uniqueness has 

emerged as a reality and not just as something taught to me which I could not grasp in its meaning. My 

transformation was grounded in the spiritual understanding that nature is an unsurmountable force in our 

everyday lives and as such is an expression of my own spiritual awareness - awareness of myself and of myself in 

encounter with God through Jesus.   

 Advent Generosity AND fundraising by parishioners: Susan Gierty and Betty Page are the prize winners -  Betty has 

first prize with Susan as the runner up. The sum we raise will be added to by half as much again and the total will be paid 

by 31st December to reduce the Parish Debt.  Full amount will be reported here next weekend. 

 

 

St. Brendan’s – Tier 4 Protocols   -  now in place again for North Lanarkshire.                       
Mass on Boxing Day and the next day: Fr. Ness wasn’t able to spend Christmas night with his family in 
Aberdeen because of the change in the travel regulations and had to return that night to Motherwell. Mass 
therefore wasn’t celebrated as planned from his son’s house at 12 noon on Boxing Day. We publicised this 
programme change on our social media platforms as well as during all Masses in the lead up to Christmas.  

It was agreed with the stewards that they would take a break from their ministry over the two days 
Saturday and Sunday 26th and 27th December. Therefore, Mass would be live streamed from the church at 
6pm on Saturday and 10.30AM on Sunday. The two readers at these Masses and the cantor would be the 
only parishioners to attend with the priest.  Anne Therese would attend as sacristan and also would 
sanatise the church after Mass.  We had announced these changes at morning Mass up to Christmas Eve.   

We must now restore the restriction in the number of each congregation for Mass to twenty persons 
for so long as the Tier 4 provisions will apply to us and apply all other provisions of Tier 4.                                                                                 

To summarise what we had set out at length previously and implemented satisfactorily: 

From tomorrow, Monday 28th December those parishioners who have participated at Mass each day 
will divide into the same two groups of twenty persons as before and will be able to attend Mass on 
alternate days. Often there were places available to make up twenty persons during the midweek 
and so anyone wishing to participate at Mass on any morning from Monday to Friday please enquire 
with Lynne or Kathleen.   

From next weekend, Saturday/Sunday [2nd/3rd January], those who have participated at Mass each 
weekend will divide into the same three groups of twenty persons as previously, beginning with 
those in Week 1.  If you have any enquiries about this, please contact Lynne or Kathleen.                                                                             

First Holy Communion children in Class P5 and P6/5:                                                                                                                                                             
Some of the families whose child had celebrated First Holy Communion in November in  this parish 
didn’t have a place here at any of the five Masses for Christmas. Some children will not have received 
Holy Communion since their first experience of the Sacrament. Due to the current restrictions, the 
Mass arranged for this Monday for all thirty two children to return to church as one community has 
been postponed until 2pm on Sunday 24th January. This is the day appointed by Pope Francis to 
celebrate the Word of God as set out in the writings in both the Old Testament and the New 
Testament.  If you know any of the families whose children did celebrate First Holy Communion last 
month, please make this new date known to them.  

FAMILIES OF CHILDREN IN P3, P4 OR P6 OR P7, WHO WISH TO CELEBRATE ANY OF THE SACRAMENTS IN 
THIS PARISH DURING THE FIRST HALF OF 2021, SHOULD PARTICIPATE AS FULLY AS THEY CAN IN THE 
SACRAMENTAL LIFE OF THIS COMMUNITY AS ALLOWED BY THE CURRENT RESTRICTIONS. 

On  Wednesday 30th December at 7pm Mass will again be celebrated to allow parishioners additional 
opportunity to participate at a Mass before the end of 2020.   

The final Mass for 2020 will be celebrated by candlelight and by the lights of the Christmas Tree at 
11PM on Thursday 31st December, with provision for social distancing and sanitizing of seating on and 
around the Sanctuary. Lynne Kellas and Kathleen Cosgrove record the identity of parishioners for the 
purpose of “Track & Trace”.  Contact Lynne on 07803-314555 or by email: lynnekellas@icloud.com or 
Kathleen on 07585-225837 or at: Kathleencosgrove@btopenworld.com                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                      

 at 9.30am and every Requiem Mass will be live streamed.  AND ALSO the 
Mass at 6PM on Saturday and (during the Season of Christmas) also at 10.30AM and 4.30pm on 
Sunday. The Bishops of Scotland have issued a Live Streaming Policy to be followed everywhere for the live 
streaming of Mass. A sign is now displayed at the main entrance to the church constantly developed our 
systems to take account of changing situations and enquired about this ministry within the community.  
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PRAYER INTENTION REQUESTS FROM PARISHIONERS:                                                                                                                                         

those who have died recently: Robert Lees; Delores Kelly; Patricia Knox; Lisa Sneddon 

Christmas Remembrance for those whose Month Mind or Anniversary occurs about now: Cathie Kerr; 

Gerard Lynch; William & Bridget Cogan;  Michael McAlinden;  Leo & Agnes Symonds; Pat & Mary Lynch;         

Mary McGinn; John Halligan [Sen]; Therese & John Ferns.                                                                                                                                                                                                

This year we printed a booklet for the Masses on Christmas Eve and Christmas Day and included the names of 

families in the parish who wished their loved ones remembered in our prayers. Those persons whose names were 

printed in the booklet including the late Fr. Denis Keane the first parish priest of St. Brendan’s is remembered at 

our two Masses this weekend 

Points in summary:                                                                                                                                                  

The Piety Stall: we thank everyone who assisted in purchasing and making available the goods which have been on 

sale from the Stall during Advent. Richard has opened and closed the Hall and provided the security for the stock 

which Evelyn, Elspeth and May have displayed and marketed over the last four plus weeks. Thank you all very much.  

Into the month of January there will be a number of calendars and diaries for sale and the My Day by Day for January 

will also be on sale. The Redemptorist through the Year with Mary Diary for 2021 and the My Day by Day pocket 

sized diary for 2021 are available there. Either diary will help those who wish to know more about Sacred 

Scripture. Every home should have the Bible and the Revised New Jerusalem Bible is excellent and is available 

from the Stall. 

Fundraising for SCIAF: parishioners have helped their neighbours by choosing from these items:                               

a goat £32; two pigs £70; warm blankets £18; to train a health worker £132; water filter £37. These 

“alternative” gifts have been made using the Order Forms available at our exits or from Fr. Ness or on line 

from the SCIAF website.  On the morning of Christmas immediately before 11.30 Mass, the stewards sought 

out Fr. Ness to give him a Card with a beautiful and encouraging inscribed message on behalf of “everyone at 

St. Brendan’s. There was also confirmation that a varied selection of Real Gifts had been acquired from SCIAF 

in his name using funds contributed by the Stewards and by some members of St. Brendan’s PS Parent Council 

and members of the Fundraising Committee of the PS.  This is the perfect use for the funds and the perfect present 

for the priest. Thank you to all for the Card and its message and for the Real Gifts to all who contributed.  

The Crib and the Christmas Tree: we planned to open the church in the early evening to provide parishioners the 

opportunity to pray in the silence and peace of the tree illuminated sanctuary. Bishop Toal has reminded every parish 

to comply not only with the letter of the law on gatherings but to go further and recognise the need to restrict all 

gatherings in the church. For this reason there won’t be such an opportunity for prayer in the church during any 

evening. Parishioners are still asked to make a donation if possible to the fundraising intention at the Crib in gratitude 

for all the work done to provide the tree and the crib for the purpose of prayer delight in our parish.  

STEWARDING  -  renewal of service: each steward will step down from this service with effect from Thursday. 

Many parishioners have thanked the stewards for their help but are YOU willing to serve in 2021?  Kathleen 

Cosgrove will provide an ID Form for completion and return as the first step to serving as a steward if 

you decide to do so.  Four parishioners have enquired about serving us in this way and have been made 

welcome while they consider the information received. 

Gift Aid [number 13 envelope]: will the parishioner using this number please meet with Evelyn or Fr. Ness.                                                                                                                                                                                                 

  

  

Twenty Seventh  December 2020, Sunday within the Octave 

[EIGHT DAYS FESTIVAL] of Christmas and the Feast of the 

Holy Family of Jesus, Mary and Joseph. 

Liturgies in the Parish during this week leading to New Year’s Day: 

Monday, Tuesday and Thursday: Mass at 9.30AM [reduced to 20 persons] 

Wednesday: Mass at 7pm [reduced to 20 persons] 

Thursday night – New Year’s Eve: Mass at 11pm [kept at 20 persons] 

Friday: Solemn Feast of Mary, the Mother of God and New Year’s Day:  Mass at 

10.30am and at 12 Noon. [please reserve a place at Mass –20 persons at each] 

Saturday at 12 Noon and again at 6pm: Vigil Mass for Sunday. 

Sunday: Mass at 10.30AM and 4.30pm. 

The parish’s Facebook page and Twitter feed show any changes to the schedule. 

                                                                                      

http://www.facebook.com/saintbrenrc

