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The Year 2020-21 in St. Brendan’s.                                                                                

Sacramental Preparation for children of P3, P4, P6 & P7. 

Let us start with this meditation from Pope Francis addressed to families with young children and then look 

at a letter issued on Thursday evening by Bishop Toal to all priests in the Diocese.  

Firstly, the guidelines given by Pope Francis to all families -  learn to say “please” and “thank you” and 

“sorry”   -  these are all expressions of LOVE. We must put LOVE at the very centre of our relationships.  

Try to recognize and respond to God’s loving presence at home in the ordinary events of daily life.                    

St. Paul in his letter to the Corinthians tells us that love is patient, kind, not envious nor rude. Not irritable 

nor resentful, nor arrogant. Love rejoices in the truth.  

Let families in this parish read and pray these words with their children. Let the families read these words 

to their children and then talk to their children about what they mean. Let the families ask the children how 

they can show love at home within their own special and sacred family.   

Secondly, these instructions taken from BishopToal’s letter quoted here verbatim  -   in his own words: 

The announcements from the Scottish Government this week indicate that the advice to stay at home [and the resulting 

restrictions] will remain in place through February. The increasing numbers of those being vaccinated will surely allow 

for greater reassurance that it will be safe to gather again in public places, while recognising that some of the 

precautions we have grown accustomed to will still be necessary until the presence of the virus is at a very low level.  

I am being asked about Ash Wednesday. It is the interior disposition to take on the traditional disciplines of Lent in order 

to celebrate the Lord’s Paschal Mystery with renewed faith, that is most important. It would be good to encourage the 

faithful to keep Ash Wednesday as a Day of Fasting and Abstinence, thus beginning Lent in the manner proposed by 

the Church, even if the normal receiving of ashes is not possible. 

I am also being asked about the celebration of the sacraments for the young people due to receive them this year, 

2021. I think each parish has now to put a plan in place about what is to happen, letting the schools know also and 

working with them and the parents. [WE HAVE DONE THIS AND PUBLISHED IT OVER THE LAST TWO WEEKS.]  

The fact that Primary 3 children are returning to school on February 22nd means that preparation for and the 

celebration of First Reconciliation should proceed [when they return].             HERE WE CAN ONLY DO THIS WHEN THE 

CHILDREN CAN COME INTO THE CHURCH AND LEARN AT FIRST HAND WHAT BEING IN THIS BUILDING AND BEING 

PART OF OUR COMMUNITY ACTUALLY MEANS, AND HOW ENJOYABLE THIS CAN BE FOR THEM AND FOR ALL.  

When the children [presently] in Primary 4 are prepared for First Holy Communion, they should receive the sacrament, 

most probably in the manner many of you celebrated First Communions in the latter part of last year [by which time 

the P4 children had reached P5]                 WE INTEND TO REPEAT THIS ARRANGEMENT/TIMETABLE THIS YEAR. 

I will withdraw from celebrating any of the Confirmations in the coming months [within the Diocese], thus leaving each 

parish free to choose a time when the preparation is completed and the young people are ready to receive the 

sacrament. I give delegation to all Parish Priests to confer the Sacrament of Confirmation in the period to the end of 

June. I would appreciate if you would let me know when your Confirmations will take place.   WE HOPE TO COMPLETE 

THE PARISH’S FAITH FRIENDS PROGRAMME WITH P7 CHILDREN FOR CONFIRMATION AND THEREAFTER 

CELEBRATE CONFIRMATION WITH THEM BEFORE 30th JUNE. CHILDREN IN P6 WILL DEFER THE SACRAMENT UNTIL 

NEXT YEAR.   

The most important people are the youngsters who wish to receive the sacraments and it is important that we make 

every effort to make this happen, even in these difficult circumstances.   Bishop Joseph Toal.      THIS STATEMENT FITS  

VERY WELL WITH ALL THAT WE DO IN THIS PARISH TO HELP THOSE MANY FAMILIES WITH YOUNG CHILDREN 

 

 

St. Brendan’s – Closure of places of worship  -  now very likely into Easter.                       
Anyone wishing to participate at Mass on any morning from Monday to Friday as representing the 
Parish Family, please enquire with Lynne or Kathleen.  Contact Lynne on 07803-314555 or by email: 
lynnekellas@icloud.com or Kathleen on 07585-225837 or at: Kathleencosgrove@btopenworld.com.                                                                            
Fr. Ness welcomes the prospect of always having one parishioner present with him for Eucharist.  

On Saturday and Sunday Fr. Ness will arrange for a cantor/reader to be present with him at all four 
Masses. Each Saturday at 9.30AM a Votive Mass to Our Lady will be celebrated and also hymns sung, 
as well as being sung during the Vigil Mass on Saturday PM and at each of the two Masses on Sunday.   

 at 9.30am and every Requiem Mass will be live streamed 
AND ALSO the Mass at 6pm on Saturday and on Sunday at 10.30AM and 4.30pm. 

Bishop Toal’s letter continued from page 2 of this bulletin, now dealing with co-responsibility:                                    
I attach an article which I [Bishop Toal] read recently, which I think offers a good perspective on leadership 
in the Church, and can help our discussions and planning for the future. A lot of the “co-responsibility” the 
article speaks of is in place in our parishes [we earnestly want it to be in place in this parish] and I think 
this has been enhanced over the past year when we have had to reach into our communities for leaders to 
organise attendance and safety in our churches, to advance the use of technology and modern media, and 
form new groups of outreach and support for the needy in the community. Positive things have been 
happening and we need to encourage each other in building-up our parishes in changed circumstances, in 
union with our parishioners.  

Mass for families with children in primary school: Mass on Sunday at 10.30AM will be celebrated with the 

children very much in mind. At the beginning of Mass, we will speak with the children trying to engage with them 

as if they are present in the church and both at the homily and whenever possible at Prayers, we will relate what is 

said to the children. Please try to gather the family by your side where you view Mass broadcast “online” and 

follow this Mass as if you are present in church together.  In this way, the preparation in the Home and in the 

Parish and in the School will proceed hand in hand this year for all three Sacraments.   

Lent begins in two weeks time. All children should be encouraged in their own home to see this as a special time 

just as they would do at both Primary and High School. The Infant and Junior My Day by Day booklets for Lent 

are available at the Baron’s Road doorway to the church together with the Children’s Liturgy sheets. Participating 

in the positive use of these resources is exercising co-responsibility. 

At 7pm each Saturday Fr. Ness and Margaret Dochnenko will take turns to present on our Facebook site a Talk 

for the children of Primary School age P3, P4 and P5.  This is to help families provide for the pastoral and spiritual 

growth and nourishment of their children through St. Brendan’s Children’s Liturgy. We hope families will warm 

to this provision and watch it live or at a later time over the weekend.   

Any family which has not yet delivered to Fr. Ness a Letter of Request for the celebration of the 

Sacrament of Reconciliation or of the Eucharist can obtain the pro forma online or get a hard copy from the 

basket of forms at the entrance to the church from Barons Road.  Any child in P6 or P7 who wishes to 

celebrate the Sacrament of Confirmation this year can obtain their Letter of Request in the same way. 

The St. Joseph Prayer Stands: on the Feast of St. Joseph [19th March] Pope Francis will establish the Year 

“Amoris Laetitia Familia” -  “the Joy of Family Love” which will last until 22nd June 2022 when the World 

Meeting of Families takes place in Rome. We will have a special feature to celebrate family life in this parish.                                                                                 

We will call this the HOLY  FAMILY  JAM  JAR  PROJECT. All family members and all types of families are 

able to participate. We will give out jam jars which will contain six A5 sheets of spiritual themes to think about, 

pray about, talk about and above all “do” something about. The hope is that all six sheets will have been taken out  

one by one and looked at and considered by the family group over a period of about one month. The empty jar can 

be used for the practical purpose which the family has decided to “do” - hold spare coins to be saved for charity, 

used for prayer intentions over the coming months, used to hold rosary beads for use in times of family prayer.  

SCIAF this Lent: please read the enclosed letter about this year’s WEE BOX and HELP the APPEAL if you can. 
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PRAYER INTENTION REQUESTS FROM PARISHIONERS:                                                                                   

those who have died recently: Anne Porteous [Housekeeper at St. Ignatius]; Frank Bronski; 

for those whose Month Mind or Anniversary occurs about now: Connie McGinn; Robert Paterson and the 

deceased members of the Paterson and McIntyre families; Pat O’Kane; Lizzie Kelly [39th]; John Dawson [4th].  

Review of last week and looking forward to next week: 

The Piety Stall: Ash Wednesday is in tendays time [17th]. For the spiritual journey through Lent to Easter please use 

the My Day by Day booklet which is available at the church without charge. Alternatively, the  Magnificat Mass and 

Prayer Book for February and March with the insert booklet for Holy Week is available on request at £5 per month. 

Elspeth and Evelyn have tried to keep the Stall stocked with cards and booklets as if the church were in use as normal. 

Please support them and the parish as you have always done to maintain this valuable resource.  

The three year cycle  - A, B, C -  for Sacred Scripture: We follow the Gospel of Mark, chapter by chapter during 

the Ordinary Season of the Year but during Lent and Easter there are special readings from the other Gospels.        

Never tire of speaking about the Scriptures and never tire of encouraging others to see the importance of the Word 

of God in the day to day reality which they face especially when that reality is dominated by uncertainty and anxiety 

as it is today for many people. Here is a comment from Fr. Cantalamessa who has been the preacher to the papal 

household of John Paul II, Benedict XVI and Francis: I remember celebrating Mass in a convent one summer’s day. 

The Gospel was from Matthew 12; 41-42 where Jesus says to the people, “There is something greater than Jonah 

here…something greater than Solomon here. I’ll never forget the impression these words had on me. I sensed that the 

word “here” really meant “right here,” in this exact place at this very moment, and not just at some place centuries ago 

when Jesus walked on earth. The risen Christ was speaking directly to us. A shudder went through me. Right there in 

front of me was something greater than Jonah, greater than Solomon, greater than Abraham and greater than Moses. 

There before me was the Son of the living God. Ever since that day, these words have been etched into me. Very often 

during Mass I look at the Host and say to myself, “Behold, now something greater than Solomon is here.”  

We need to ask ourselves; “Is Jesus for us a person or just a personality, a celebrity, a cult figure? There’s a big 

difference between the two. A personality is someone whose name is on everyone’s lips, someone you can freely write 

about or talk about but not someone you can talk to or speak with. A person is someone you can talk to and speak with. 

Unfortunately, for the vast majority of Christians, Jesus is a personality and not a person.  As a personality he 

remains external to us, something that touches our minds but doesn’t enter into and warm our hearts.                   

Therefore, let’s try to change this by our daily Scripture Talk at 1pm on the parish’s Facebook site 

resuming on Monday and the Prayer Time taking the new time of 5.15pm.  These could be taken up as 

worthwhile Lenten Exercises. In place of giving up something for Lent, please take this up for Lent this year. 

To finish for this weekend: you may have heard of the damage done to the glass and glazing within the foyers of 

many of the Tower blocks in Muirhouse and Flemington last Monday night. The windows in the wall of our church 

which looks on to the car park was also targeted and four of them were broken although more than this number were 

struck by stones. The glass will be replaced this week. The cost will be claimed under our Insurance Policy which has 

a £300 excess. We are in close contact with the police to identify those, apparently of school age, who did this.                         

The legacy bequeathed to the Parish by the late John Holborne in his Will has been paid into our account this week.  

We will report fully on this next week. The 200 Club winner for January was Mrs. Ellen Roy. Congratulations, Ellen. 

 

  

Fifth Sunday in the Ordinary Season in the Liturgical Year of 

the Church.                                                    

Seventh February 2021. 

 

ASH WEDNESDAY IS 17TH FEBRUARY!! 

Liturgies during this week:                                                                                                                             

Monday to Saturday: Mass at 9.30AM with one parishioner attending. 

Saturday at 6pm: Vigil Mass for Sunday with one parishioner attending.  

Saturday at 7pm: conversation between Fr. Ness and the children of primary 

school P3, P4 and P5 age group on the Parish’s Facebook site   -    but children 

of all ages can listen in too.                                                                                                                                                                         

Sunday: Mass at 10.30AM and 4.30pm both with one parishioner attending.  

 

The parish’s Facebook page and Twitter feed show any changes to the schedule.                                                                                                         

http://www.facebook.com/saintbrenrc

