
       

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

    

                                                   Our Spiritual Life.  

We are silent at the beginning of the day because God should have the first word, and we are silent before 

going to sleep because the last word also belongs to God. Dietrich Bonhoffer, Protestant theologian who lost his 

life in 1945 in Germany because he openly opposed National Socialism.  

Priestly ministry in a parish focusses on nourishing the spiritual life of  the community. 

How do we nourish our spiritual life as individuals and as a community?   

By participating in the Sacramental life offered and experienced in this parish:                                                                                                                                           

Bishop Toal reminds the parents of children who celebrate the Sacraments while at Primary School to engage fully with their 

parish. The bishop has commented after speaking to those senior priests who serve as Deans in our Diocese that “a lack of 

family attendance at Sunday Mass is noticeable.” This fills him with deep sadness.  Let us trace the experience of families, 

beginning with Baptism so that we can offer to all families an understanding of the grace and beauty of the faith community 

located where you live. Bishop Toal in his pastoral letter which we have highlighted on this page in the last three weeks, set 

out five elements of this grace, which we sum up in one word as regards our parish  -  BELONGING.  

Baptism: today, Sunday at 1pm Samantha and Daniel will bring their daughter Sloane Louise Kennedy to this church to be 

baptised. It will soon be the first anniversary of their wedding celebrated joyfully in this church. Despite the harshest of 

restrictions of the protocols, it was for them the happiest day of each of their lives. Two significant sacramental moments 

were shared by Samantha and Daniel in this community in the space of twelve months. They also shared in the resolve to 

bring Sloane with them into Mass with the community in the weeks leading up to her baptism today. 

Baptism: very soon Catherine Anne and Kevin will bring their son Ruaridh Daniel McGuire to this church for this 

sacrament accompanied by many members of their family and friends. They too brought their infant son consistently into the 

community for Sunday Mass before arranging his baptism and through this have experienced that sense of belonging. 

Primary 1 children: today after many weeks of advance notice in the bulletin and promotion on our social media sites and 

of us asking parents who attend Mass here to make this invitation known to other parents within their circle of family and 

friends, we hope to welcome many of the P1 pupils of St. Brendan’s PS. They have begun the journey towards celebrating 

three Sacraments while in P3, P4 and finally P7 and we hope they will begin in the way the parish wishes for them. The 

celebration of each of the Sacraments is founded on participation in the life of the parish where they will be celebrated.   

First Reconciliation: soon the preparation will begin for the first of the three Sacraments in 2022 which are celebrated in 

Primary School. The model of engagement taken up enthusiastically by each of the two families when arranging their child’s 

baptism, is the model for all parents. Enthusiastic participation in this preparation will sow in your child the seed of life in 

Jesus Christ which is then nourished and brought to fruition through the family participating regularly in the life of his holy 

Church. 

First Holy Communion: parents of the children of Class P5 were invited to be responsible as the first teachers of their 

children in the way of faith to prepare them for this Sacrament in conjunction with both the School and the Parish, They 

responded to great effect as was seen last Saturday in the mature manner of celebration of the Sacrament which the children 

presented. The extended Liturgy last Saturday reflected the depth of preparation. The choices made by families to limit the 

number of people invited to attend, contributed greatly to the holiness of the experience for the children. This was apparent 

to many who were at Mass on both Saturday and Sunday. The preparation and celebration of the Sacrament this year will be 

reviewed by Fr. Ness with Mrs Oates and Miss Hill from the School and then by Fr. Ness with the leaders of the Children’s 

Liturgy and parents who would wish to offer their insight. A special invitation to take part in the review into this very 

important element of our Sacramental life in St. Brendan’s, is made now to those parents who despite not themselves being 

Catholics, gave of themselves enthusiastically to prepare their child for this Sacrament.  

Confirmation: All  twenty-nine children who have requested this Sacrament with Bishop Toal on 25th November, will 

be presented at Mass next Sunday morning. Three letters P  -  E  -  W  provide an easy way to remember the basis of 

good preparation. PRAYER, ENCOUNTER, WITNESS.  This preparation involves all the young people in P7 who have 

personally requested the Sacrament. The Confirmation Faith Friends programme will be delivered after 10.30AM Mass for 

one hour beginning on 24th October which is also World Mission Sunday and continuing until 21st November. 

  

 

St. Brendan’s Church, our place of worship and Part of the Catholic = Universal, Church. 

DO WE HAVE PARISHIONERS WILLING TO BE CO-RESPONSIBLE AND JOIN IN THE SYNODAL 

PROCESS IN MOTHERWELL DIOCESE?  

Are there parishioners who are willing, perhaps for the first time ever, to meet with the priest in PRAYING, 

LISTENING AND DISCERNING [finding a conclusive way forward] led by the Holy Spirit. 

Fr. Gerry Chromy explains the Synodal process in these words   -   explain to parishioners that they are being 

asked to meet in groups to listen to what is suggested as a concern of Catholics today in the Church fulfilling 

its purpose  -   its Mission   -    and then to say something of their own experience or understanding of this. 

Here is a selection of the many messages which we have printed and promoted on the instructions of the 

bishop. We believe with Pope Francis and Bishop Toal that this process offers an enduring model for this parish 

and for every parish which would ensure its continuation into the future no matter the identity or personality of the 

priest appointed to ministry.  If parishioners do not take up this invitation and extend the number of women and men 

who willingly serve this community in many different ways, the result is that the existence and life of the parish 

depends too much on the person of the priest or other clergy appointed by the bishop. 

Our Holy Father Pope Francis has invited the Catholic Church to embark on a journey together. Through 

listening and discernment rooted in the Holy Spirit, the entire people of God will be called to contribute to a 

process by which the Church deepens in understanding of Her mission and looks toward the future.  

 

Join Bishop Toal at the Mass which begins the Synodal process in Motherwell Cathedral next Sunday 

17th October at 3pm.  

“Co-responsibility demands a change in mindset, especially concerning the role of lay people in the Church. They 

should not be regarded as ‘collaborators’ of the clergy, but rather as people who are really ‘co-responsible’ for 

the Church’s being and acting”. Pope Francis: “The history of the Church has always been marked by departures, 

shifts, changes. The path, of course, …is an invitation to discover the movement of the heart which, paradoxically, 

needs to depart in order to remain, to change in order to be faithful”.  

The Deanery Meeting last Tuesday: the priests described their experience from the time people have been able 
to come to Mass in unrestricted numbers and to the Mass of their choice. All priests spoke of their appreciation 
of the parishioners who have continued to attend both at the midweek and at the weekend Masses. All spoke of 
their pastoral concern for those individuals and families in their parish who have not yet returned.                                         
Fr. Stuart Parks repeated his hope that the word OBLIGATION is never restored to the Church’s instructions 
concerning taking part in the Mass.                                                                                                                                                              
He has observed that many Catholic families no longer come to Mass each week. They come when they can and 
if there are no other commitments to which they give a greater priority [than the celebration of the Eucharist.] 

On Tuesday, a Requiem Mass was celebrated here which prompted many to think about the treasure which this 
parish holds in its life while remembering that we are always to be an A&E for the needy.  

Agnes had served the young people of both Forgewood and Muirhouse for many years as a leader in the 
Brownies and Girl Guides.                                                                                                                                                                                   
She served this parish through active membership of the Women’s Group.                                                                              
She served the community by working as a volunteer in the St. Andrew’s Hospice shop in Hamilton.                                                                
Her family and friends of all age groups served in the ministries at Mass.                                                       
The congregation comprising many of our parishioners sang out the hymns at Mass with the organist                    
and many people of all ages received Holy Communion.                                                                                      
After the Service at the Cemetery, her family and friends returned to the parish hall where outside 
caterers provided a buffet and light refreshments and this was a very appropriate conclusion. 

Posters on display: at the board at the Main Entrance, you will see these posters:                                                                 

1. World Mission Sunday on 24th October   -   two week’s time. 
2. The Miracles of the Eucharist  -  Blessed Carlo Acutis.  Transport to the church in Maryhill will 

be arranged for one of the evening Adoration services.  

 

 



PRAYER INTENTION REQUESTS FROM PARISHIONERS:                                                                                                                                         

those who have died recently: Anthony Friary; Mrs. Kerr.  

Birthday Remembrance: Mary McGinn 

those whose Month Mind or Anniversary occur about now: Margaret [Simmons} Bradley [2nd];                     

Mary McGuire; Peter McAlinden; Robert Timmons; Helen Leary. 

THE YEAR OF THE FAMILY 2021:          COMMUNITY AND THE SCHOOL COMMUNITY.      

The Care of Creation Office at the Bishops' Conference offers to all parishes the enclosed printed prayer intentions and 

thoughts for reflection to help focus on COP26 week by week until 31st October when COP26 begins in Glasgow. A 

torchlight Rosary Procession will be held at Carfin Grotto on that day at 3pm to pray for the success of COP26.    

Safety in the church and the hall: we thank all who have served us as stewards for so long. Several stewards have 

stepped down since the summer and another has given notice this week in order to give more time to another ministry 

in the parish. Page 2 of this bulletin reminds us of the range of the Stewarding ministry. Again we invite you to support 

those who have continued to serve us for twenty months without a break. We mustn’t assume that they will always be 

available to serve us in this ministry as this week has demonstrated.  PLEASE ASSIST THE STEWARDS BY 

USING THE QR Code TO SIGN IN YOURSELF AND ASK VISITORS TO DO THE SAME.                                                                                              

Kathleen’s number: 07585-225837; Lynne’s number 07803-314555.  

The Hall is available for bookings from parishioners and members of the public. The rate for hiring the Hall is £15 per 

hour with a discount to parishioners. Richard keeps the diary of bookings.  Several bookings have already been 

made and there have been many enquiries. We want to arrange assistance for Richard. If you would like to put 

your name forward to help Richard, please speak to Fr. Ness or write to him at ojness@hotmail.com.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                    

Car Park: Councilor Kenneth Duffy arranged an “on line” Teams Meeting with Council Officers on Thursday Night 

on the subject of Road Safety for Children at St. Brendan’s PS. Fr. Ness took part along with members of the Parent 

Council and others because of the use that is made of the parish car park to provide support for on street car parking 

around the school. It is unlikely that NLC will contribute to the cost of resurfacing the church car park. We need to do 

this work as is evident from the condition of the surface. The Diocesan Fabric and Planning Committee has been asked 

to authorize the work with borrowing from PIF for us to take on at our own initiative. Once the resurfacing is carried 

out, parishioners can decide who can then use the restored car park and on what conditions as to its use, 

Parish Finance: we are about to enter a phase when there will be many requests made of us from the family budget. 

World Mission Sunday is in two weeks and we will need to repay the loan we have requested for work on the car park  

We distribute today the interim Statement of  Account prepared to 31st August so that all may know where we stand. 

Please raise any questions with Fr. Ness. Two weeks ago, the parish received donation of £2000 from each of two 

families to be used for the good of the parish. We have also the balance due by us to the Pastoral Investment Fund.   

The Coffee Morning Mass: each Wednesday, immediately after Mass in the church, the Coffee Morning ladies are 

contributing much to re-establish the social life of the parish. There is goodness in coming together to participate in our 

Sacramental life through Mass and our social life later in the hall. Let’s build this up again to our level of March 2020!    

.    
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Twenty-eighth week in Ordinary Time and the 

Tenth day of October 2021. 

Liturgies for this week: 
 

Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday and Friday: Mass at 9.30AM [streamed 

live on Facebook] 

Mass on Tuesday at 09.30AM is the Requiem Mass for Anthony Friary. Anthony’s body 

will be received into the church at 6pm on Monday evening. 

Saturday: Votive Mass of Our Lady at 9.30AM celebrated for the renewal of our spiritual life 

in the church as lived out in St. Brendan’s. 

Saturday: Vigil Mass is at 5pm.                                                                                                                    

Sunday: Mass at 10.30AM [celebrated and presented for children with their families] 

and at 4.30pm. 

[Mass on Saturday at 5pm and Mass on Sunday at both 10.30AM and 4.30PM is streamed live 

on our Facebook page.] 

The parish’s Facebook page and Twitter feed show any changes to the schedule. 

                                                                                      

mailto:ojness@hotmail.com
http://www.facebook.com/saintbrenrc


 

 
      

 
May-21 Jun-21 Jul-21 Aug-21 Total 

 

Income         
  

   p1 Church Offertory Income 4,623.55 4,121.63 3,913.47 4,659.47 17,318.12 
 

   p3 Tax Repayment Gift Aid   7,673.53 2,203.25 9,876.78  

   p4 Special Collections 
(restricted funds) 

775.88 461.96 433.44 469.30 2,140.58 
 

   p5 Votive Candles 537.02 242.55 408.12 316.39 1,504.08 
 

   p6 Hall: Rental Income    75.00 75.00  
   p8 Fundraising 785.00 

   
785.00 

 

   p9 Stall Income 376.04 150.40 75.50 165.90 767.84 
 

   r3 Donations 153.02 164.64 109.99 1,194.87 1,622.52 
 

   Total Income    7,250.51 5,141.18 12,614.05 9,084.18 34,089.92 
 

      
 

       

Expenditure         
  

   a1 Housekeeping  -271.92 -233.74 
 

-505.66 
 

   b1 Church: Repairs and 
Maintenance 

 -339.25 -1,625.31 -1,487.28 -3,451.84 
 

   b2 Church Furnishings and 
Vestments 

   -522.00 -522.00  

   b3 Divine Service (including 
Votives) 

-150.00 -1,279.82 -1,055.27 -511.35 -2,996.44 
 

   b4 Church: Stall expenditure 
 

-530.66 -67.50 -64.00 -662.16 
 

   b5 Supply Costs -120.00   -300.00 -420.00  
   d1 Grounds Repairs/maint   -83.98  -83.98  
   e2 Office Equipment   -958.13  -958.13  

   e3 Office: Printing, stationery, 
admin 

-58.26 -362.62 -336.75 -203.88 -961.51 
 

   f1 Special Collections 
(restricted funds) 

-2,001.14 
 

-390.00 -434.16 -2,825.30 
 

   f6 PIF Fund/Parish Debt  -8,000.00   -8,000.00  

   g6 Telephone (overall) -41.50 -62.37 -60.85 -56.00 -220.72 
 

   g8 Heat & Light (Overall) -517.39 -442.02 -179.26 -146.55 -1,285.22 
 

   g9 Council Tax -237.00 -237.00 -237.00 -237.00 -948.00 
 

   Total Expenditure -3,125.29 -11,525.66 -5,227.79 -3,962.22 -23,840.96 
 

 
        

  

St Brendan’s Parish, Motherwell - Finance Report 

1st May 2021 – 31st August 2021 

 

 



Reflecting deeply in prayer, meditation and worship to discern how to care for the earth
and each other, and to encourage our respective communities to do the same.
Making transformational change in our own lives and in the lives of our communities
through individual and collective action.
Being advocates for justice by calling on governments, businesses and others who exercise
power and influence to put into effect the Paris agreement; to make the transition to a just
and green economy a priority; and to commit to science-based targets that are aligned
with a healthy, resilient, zero-emissions future.

Our faith communities are united in caring for human life and the natural world. We share a
belief in a hopeful future, as well as an obligation to be responsible in caring for our common
home, the Earth. 

We recognise the opportunities that COP26 brings in addressing the urgent need for action in
limiting the effects of climate change and the critical importance of decisions made in this
conference to take forward the agreement made in Paris in 2015.

People have exploited the planet, causing climate change. We recognise that the burden of
loss and damage falls most heavily on people living in poverty, especially women and children. 

We acknowledge the commitments made through the Lambeth Declaration in 2015. Now,
because of the gravity of our situation, the impact of climate change around the world, and
the inequality of its effects we seek to strengthen those commitments.

We commit to respond to this challenge by:

We remind governments of their commitments made in Paris in 2015 to limit global warming
to 1.5 degrees, and of Article 17 of the Universal Declaration on Bioethics and Human Rights to
protect the environment, the biosphere and biodiversity. We call upon them to take the
urgent action needed to avert the loss, damage, and forced migration threatened by climate
change.

We look to governments to work together and with others to create a positive vision for 2050
where addressing climate change is not just an opportunity to stop burning fossil fuels, but
also: to achieve cleaner air and water; to reduce food wastage; to ensure a just and equitable
sharing of the earth’s resources; and to protect the 
habitats we share with all other life on whose health we also depend.

Across our doctrinal and political differences, we know that we 
must change our ways to ensure a quality of life which all can share, 
and we need to provide hope for people of all ages, everywhere, 
including future generations. To offer hope in the world we need 
to have confidence that those in power understand the vital role
they have to play at the Glasgow COP26. 

Our collective energy and prayers will be with those working 
for a successful outcome.

Glasgow Multi-Faith Declaration for COP26 

September 2021



Scottish Religious Leaders & Representatives

The Rt Hon Lord Jim Wallace of Tankerness, Moderator of the

General Assembly of the Church of Scotland

Elizabeth Allen, Clerk, General Meeting for Scotland, Religious

Society of Friends (Quakers)

Imam Sohail Ashfaque, Blackhall Mosque

Lt-Col Carol Bailey, Secretary for Scotland, Salvation Army

Revd David Coleman, Minister of the United Reformed Church

and Chaplain to Eco-Congregation Scotland

Allan Forsyth and Isadora Quay, on behalf of the Baha’i

Community of Scotland

Rev Bonnie Evans Hills, convener Scottish Episcopal Church

Interfaith Relations Committee

Madhu Jain, Hindu Mandir Scotland

Revd Dr Martin Johnstone, Glasgow Churches Together

COP26 Ambassador

Ani Lhamo, Kagyu Samye Ling Buddhist Centre

Bishop Brian McGee, Bishop of Argyll and the Isles, President

of the Catholic Bishops’ Committee for Interreligious dialogue

Rev Dr David Miller, Moderator, United Free Church of

Scotland 

Acharya Ji Mishra, Priest of Hindu Mandir Scotland

Ravinder Kaur Nijjar, Advisor Sikhs in Scotland

Imam Hassan Rabbani, Imam of Zia-Ul-Quran Mosque, Chair

of Scottish Muslim Forum

Lama Yeshe Choje Losal Rinpoche, Abbot of Kagyu Samye

Ling Buddhist Centre

Rabbi David Rose, Edinburgh Hebrew Congregation

Rabbi Moshe Rubin, Giffnock and Newlands Hebrew

Congregation, Senior Rabbi of Scotland

Shaykh Sohaib Saeed, Al-Furqan Mosque

The Revd Mark Slaney, Chair Methodist Church Scotland 

Sr. Isabel Smyth, Sisters of Notre Dame & Secretary to the

Catholic Bishops’ Committee for Inter-religious Dialogue

Most Rev Mark Strange, Primus of the Scottish Episcopal

Church

Linsay Taylor, Muslim Council of Scotland and Chair of

Interfaith Scotland

Dr Srihari Vallabhajousula, Honorary Priest, Hindu Temple of

Scotland, Rutherglen, Glasgow 

Ameed Versace, Climate Officer, Scottish Ahlul Bayt Society

Revd Paul Whittle, Moderator of The United Reformed 

Church National Synod of Scotland

Rev. George Whyte, Principal Clerk to the 

General Assembly of the Church of Scotland

UK Senior Faith Leaders

Archbishop Angaelos, Archbishop of London, The Coptic

Orthodox Church

The Rt Revd John Arnold, Bishop of Salford, and lead

Bishop for the Environment, Catholic Church in England

and Wales

Imam Qari Muhammad Asim, Chair, Mosques and Imams

National Advisory Board

Malcolm M Deboo, President, Zoroastrian Trust Funds of

Europe (Inc)

Revd Clare Downing and Mr Peter Pay, Moderators of

General Assembly, United Reformed Church

Rabbi Joseph Dweck, Senior Rabbi, S&P Sephardi

Community, UK

Revd. Lynn Green, General Secretary, The Baptist Union of

Great Britain

Rev Sonia Hicks, President of the Methodist Church and

Barbara Easton, Vice-President of the Methodist Church

Rabbi Laura Janner-Klausner, Former Senior Rabbi to

Reform Judaism

Rt Rev Andy John, Bishop of Bangor and Senior Bishop in

the Church in Wales

Rabbi David Mason, representing Chief Rabbi Ephraim

Mirvis

Shaykh Ibrahim Mogra (Imam), Christian - Muslim Forum 

Mr. Patrick O’Mara, Secretary of the National Spiritual

Assembly of the Baha'is of the United Kingdom

Mrs Trupti Patel, President of the Hindu Forum of Britain

Juliet Prager, Deputy Recording Clerk, Quakers in Britain

Imam Sayed Razawi, Chief Imam, Director General of the

Scottish Ahlul Bayt Society 

Rabbi Danny Rich, former Senior Rabbi and Chief

Executive of Liberal Judaism in the United Kingdom

The Venerable Bogoda Seelawimala, Head Priest of the

London Buddhist Vihara

Dr Natubhai Shah, Senior leader, Jain Community UK

The Rt. Hon Lord Indarjit Singh of Wimbledon, Director

Network of Sikh Organisations (UK)

Jasvir Singh OBE, Chair of City Sikhs

Bhai Sahib Mohinder Singh Ahluwalia OBE KSG,

Chairman, Guru Nanak Nishkam Sewak Jatha

Rt Revd Graham Usher, Bishop of Norwich and lead

Bishop on the Environment, Church of England

Rabbi Jonathan Wittenberg, Senior Rabbi of Masorti

Judaism UK

Signed by: 



 

The Bishops’ Conference of Scotland, Office for Care of Creation 
64 Aitken Street, Airdrie, ML6 6LT 

Sunday 10th October - 28th Sunday of the Year 

COP26 - Global Inequality 

The human environment and the natural environment deteriorate together; we cannot adequately 

combat environmental degradation unless we attend to causes related to human and social 

degradation. In fact, the deterioration of the environment and of society affects the most 

vulnerable people on the planet: “Both everyday experience and scientific research show that the 

gravest effects of all attacks on the environment are suffered by the poorest”…… we have to 

realize that a true ecological approach always becomes a social approach; it must integrate 

questions of justice in debates on the environment, so as to hear both the cry of  the earth and 

the cry of  the poor. ~ Laudato Si’ 48-49 

 

Governments … need to be concerned about adopting an economic model that no longer 

embraces consumption and waste, nor neglects the welfare of poorer nations. 

~ 2021 Pastoral Letter of the Bishops of Scotland on the Sixth Anniversary of Laudato Si’ 

 

The worst effects of climate change are being felt now by people in the poorest countries who 

have done little or nothing to cause this crisis. More frequent and severe droughts, floods and 

heatwaves, as well as rising sea-levels and ecosystem degradation are hitting the poorest people 

in the poorest countries hardest. 

We need to hear directly from representatives of the Global South to understand what needs to 

happen at this year’s COP26 negotiations to make it a success. 

~  Alistair Dutton, Director of SCIAF 

Prayer for World Leaders ahead of COP26 

We pray that all world leaders may truly listen to those whose lives are currently being devastated 

by the climate catastrophe even if they cannot be physically present at COP26..  

Prayer for the People of Scotland 

We pray for an openness to listening to and understanding the impact that climate change is having 

on our sisters and brothers in the Global South. 

For those with far-reaching responsibilities  

We pray that those with responsibility for industry and commerce will engage with people of the 

Global South in a just way respecting their environment and their culture. 

 

 


