
       

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

    

Our Pastoral and Spiritual Life. 

The 1970 Film of the Year, LOVE STORY with Ali McGraw and Ryan O’Neill, as the stars who meet and 

marry and hope to live happily together but then she dies, was proposed by some to be the Film of the 

Century. The film soon faded from the scene, but the theme music and lyrics did not:                                                                                                 

Where do I begin to tell the story of how great a love can be?                                                                                              

The true love story that is older than the sea. 

Well, where do we begin this week to tell the story of how great the love found in our parish can be? 

The November Lists and the Annual Memorial Mass: this tradition is a treasure in this parish from 

when it was founded by Fr. Keane. It is a treasure which is revered in every parish. It is worthy of 

being handed on to every generation here as elsewhere in the Church. For the many families with 

young children and for all other families where children have left home and for those who live alone, this is 

an invitation and an opportunity to bring to God each day during November the name and the memory of 

those you have loved, and who have loved you, while alive and sharing the beauty of life with you.  

For families where there has been a bereavement either in this community or elsewhere in the world between 

1st November last year and this year November presents the invitation and opportunity to have that loved 

relative or friend remembered by name at the Parish’s annual Memorial Mass on Saturday 27th November.   

Lists presented on grey parchment with an envelope are available at the Main Entrance and the Exits. 

Completed Lists are opened and placed at the Shrine of the Pieta in front of the altar. Every Mass celebrated 

in the parish during November is offered for the eternal rest of those whose names are recorded on the Lists. 

No donation or stipend is necessary. The generosity of parishioners who choose to include a donation with the 

List is respected. These are always used for pastoral purposes, especially to support children. This year the 

monies have provided a portable Yamaha organ keyboard and stool for use in the Memorial Chapel in OLHS 

to enhance the liturgy at Mass and other Services celebrated with the young people of the High School. 

We want to keep this treasure safe in St. Brendan’s for this generation and future generations. It is a 

powerful sign of our love and concern for one another that we pray for the soul of those who have died. Don’t 

all of us want to pray for those we have loved who have died that they may have eternal joy united with God?        

The P1 – P3 children: on Monday came to Mass at 11AM for the Solemnity of All Saints. In the coming 

years, if the parents keep their children at St. Brendan’s PS, they will celebrate three Sacraments in this 

church. Some of the P1 children were seeing the church for the first time. The parish family shows our love 

for them each Sunday by a special Children’s Liturgy given in the unique Liturgy Room where their art and 

crafts are displayed and through the “Big Hug” preparation programme which we provide for P3. Parents 

can show their children by good example how to engage in the life of this parish family and by doing this they 

will lead their child into responding to the love the parish family has for them. 

P3 children: on the way out of church after Mass on Monday the children asked Fr. Ness to come to speak to 

them about “his favourite book when he was their age.” On Tuesday he brought the Children’s Classic story 

“Black Beauty” by Anna Sewell to the classroom. With Mrs. Bridge their teacher present, he explained to the 

children that many parts of the Bible were found in the story about this horse. The children and Fr. Ness 

loved this time together and he promised to return to look over with them another of the Children’s Classics.  

P7 young people: are commended for their enthusiastic commitment to the Sacrament of Confirmation. 

Parishioners have shown love for them by giving time to their preparation programme.  The P7 response is 

excellent. The final part of Faith Friends will be delayed until Sunday 21st November. Next Sunday [14th] we 

ask the 30 Confirmandi to attend at 10.30AM Mass in uniform to mark by their very presence the beginning 

of Catholic Education week and to lead our Prayers of Intercession.  Students from S6 and a teacher from 

OLHS will join us at Mass on 21st November to speak about the High School and bring the week of 

celebration to a close. All the Confirmandi should attend on 21st November to be with the S6 Students in 

advance of starting High School and then to finish Faith Friends in the fourth and final session together in the 

hall.  The poster on display in the Main Entrance now shows the names of all thirty Confirmandi.        

 

 

St. Brendan’s Church, our parish family.                                                                                                        
The Parish Annual Census 2021   -   the number of those who attend Mass in our Diocese is to be counted this 

weekend, at all Masses. We count only the number who come to our three Masses and add to that those who attend 

the Service in Netherton Court Care Home. This snapshot is taken to be the level of attendance for every weekend 

in the year. What are we to make of this? What does it show of the number who feel they are part of our parish 

family? Nothing matters about the number in itself.  Jesus never counted the number of those who encountered 

him and followed him. The rich young man turned away …but did so with sadness in his heart. It is better to have 

one hundred people participating willingly and purposefully at Mass than to have a thousand people attending but 

with no awareness of sharing together a sacramental experience which is fruitful and helpful in their daily lives. 

This is the sole purpose of the Sunday Eucharist in St. Brendan’s and in every parish;         AND      

it is why the preparation for Sacraments is the spiritual priority in this parish.  In this way, children become 

familiar in their earliest years with the community, the Sanctuary, the silence of the church and they “taste” the 

mystery of God as found in the parish celebration of the Eucharist. Whereas many families throughout the parishes 

once made participation at Sunday Mass the absolute priority, attendance at Sunday Mass has become ranked 

alongside many other activities which are taken up on a Sunday.                                                                                

Our next emphasis in preparing children for the Sacraments is for:                                                                                              

the Sacrament of Reconciliation: early in January the preparation will begin for this Sacrament the first of the 

three Sacraments which are celebrated in Primary School. We wish to lead the children of P3 to become familiar 

with the parish family now through the family participating regularly in the Sacramental life of the Church. 

RCIA  -  The Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults: speaking with Fr. Paul Denney, lately of the Cathedral and 

now PP of St. James Coatbridge, Fr. Ness learned that the RCIA programme there has attracted six people who 

have begun the journey to Baptism and/or Confirmation with First Holy Communion at the Easter Vigil either next 

year or the following year. Today Fr. Ness will meet with a young woman who wishes to begin that journey in our 

parish and we hope that this will be God’s will in her life, which she will decide. She has been attending Mass for 

over two years. She feels very much that she would now like to engage fully in the Sacraments. If any person has a 

similar interest or inclination, please speak with Fr. Ness as soon as possible to begin this process here.  This will 

involve many parishioners who will be asked at one of the weekly meetings to give their experience of faith as 

practiced in the parish. This will add to the teaching which Fr. Ness will give on the faith of the Church. 

Baptism: next Saturday Kevin and Catherine Anne McGuire will bring their child, Ruaridh Daniel, with 

Godparents, Marianne and Duncan to this church for his baptism. The whole Christian community will welcome 

with great joy this decision by Ruaridh’s mum and dad to bring their son into the Church of Jesus Christ.   

The process towards a synodal parish [St. Brendan’s], towards a synodal Diocese [Motherwell] and a 

synodal Church [Catholic – that is universal]: the priests of the Diocese have reviewed the format for the 

meetings for those who will take part in the synodal process under the priest’s leadership, assisted by one 

notetaker. For many weeks we had printed in this bulletin an invitation to all parishioners to nominate themselves 

if they wished to take part for the benefit of our community.  Seven parishioners have committed to this. One of 

them wrote “Fr. Ness has asked on numerous occasions “Do you want to be involved with St. Brendan’s parish in 

any way?” I was going to, but I never took the final step – but now I have. The seven are: Elspeth Lynch, 

Elizabeth McGinn, William Brown, Jim and Eileen O’Hare, Margaret Dochnenko and Kathleen Cosgrove.     

Prayer leading to discernment is the basis of the synodal process. Every meeting [5] which will be held here 

between now and March will begin with a meditation on a part of the Emmaus Story. Jesus gets into conversation 

with two disciples on Easter Sunday as they make their way dejectedly from Jerusalem. The priest and the seven 

parishioners will get into conversation “as they walk together in parish life”. The group will raise the issues 

believed to be facing the Church in our parish. They will form a view which will be fed into the views from all 

other parishes to identify the common concerns. On matters of special concern to us in this parish, such as the 

number and the time of Mass this Christmas and the age when children will celebrate the Sacraments in future 

years, the group will inform the priest as to what they discern to be the expectations and hopes of the community.  

The car park and other crucial matters: are set out and explained fully in the broadcast by Fr. Ness on 

Facebook yesterday at 11AM. Please access the recording of this in full and listen to it. The seven parishioners in 

the synodal group will explore these matters which relate to the immediate future of our community.        

 

                           



PRAYER INTENTION REQUESTS FROM PARISHIONERS:                                                                                                                                        

those who have died recently: Patrick Dorman; Tommy Sidlo; James McCourt 

those whose Month Mind or Anniversary occur about now: Connie McGinn; John Latta; Maria Fairweather; 

Jim Doyle; John Gregory; Lillias Williamson; John Cairns;  

THE YEAR OF THE FAMILY 2021:          COMMUNITY AND THE SCHOOL COMMUNITY.  

World Day of the Poor: The fifth World Day of the Poor will take place next Sunday, 14th November. Pope Francis’ 

message for this day can be found at the following link: 

https://www.vatican.va/content/francesco/en/messages/poveri/documents/20210613-messaggio-v-

giornatamondiale-poveri-2021.html 

Hallowe’en last Sunday, the Eve of All Saints: a huge thank you to those children who came to Mass dressed in 

costumes and fancy-dress including Erin of P7. It brought a smile to the lips of many and was a joy for all to see.  

PARISH DATES TO REMEMBER IN NOVEMBER:                                                                                                   

[the November Lists can be presented at the Shrine to the Pieta on the Sanctuary]                                                 

Sundays, 14th and 21st November: which mark Catholic Education Week.                                                                            

15th to 18th November: Fr.  Ness will return to Aberdeen to be with his son and his family.                                                                                                                                                                                         

Thursday 18th November at 7pm: OLHS Former Pupils and Benefactors’ Memorial Mass.                                                                                          

Saturday 27th  November, at 12 Noon Annual Memorial Mass.                                                                                 

29th November to 3rd December: Fr. Ness with his daughter and her family in Germany for “Christmas” visit.   

The Holy Ghost Fathers [Spiritans]: next week and in two weeks from now, the Order will provide a priest for Mass 

in the absence of Fr. Ness. To show our appreciation of their spiritual and to support the Order financially, we have 

taken fifty Raffle Ticket books [£5], held at the Stall to buy in support of their annual fundraising.  

The Stall: May Ferrie, Elspeth Lynch and Evelyn Dunbar have done very well for the community to lay out the stock 

of the piety Stall procured for Confirmation and for Christmas. Please look to see what is available and hopefully 

what you find there will be suitable. Spiritually, the Redemptorist Order has once again excelled in their range of 

Christmas gifts for children. A selection of these will be on display from the First Sunday in Advent.    

The Hall: the diary of bookings is filling up for this month and beyond, including on Boxing Day and at New Year. 

No one has come forward to help Richard in his willingness to look after the Hall for all in the parish and make it 

available for pastoral and social purposes, In fairness this responsibility needs to be shared with Richard to avoid our 

now declining requests for the use of the Hall, beyond next January as it cannot be left to the generosity of one person.  

The Parish’s Conference of St. Vinent de Paul: the need for this pastoral ministry in Muirhouse was demonstrated in 

tragic circumstances yesterday. As followers of Jesus Christ, we are called to look out for our sisters and brothers    

Mission Sunday Collection: the total sum donated from the Appeal on 17th/24th October is £715.92 

200 Club: John Campbell reports that Mrs. Kathleen McLaughlin of Muirhouse Avenue has won the prize for this 

month. Kathleen, quite naturally, is delighted by her good fortune.  

Last Saturday and Sunday we expressed our understanding of the seriousness of the Pope’s Meditation through 

a generous response to the World Mission Appeal.  We will defer paying over the proceeds of this Special 

Collection until Wednesday of this week, to allow everyone a final opportunity to contribute to our response. 

We will report in the bulletin next weekend the total sum contributed by the parish. 

 

Last Saturday and Sunday we expressed our understanding of the seriousness of the Pope’s Meditation through 

  

 

Thirty-second week in Ordinary Time and the                 

Seventh day of November 2021.    Census for attendance at 

Mass to be taken at the Vigil and at the Masses on Sunday. 

Liturgies for this week: 
 

9.30AM from Monday through to Saturday except Friday when Mass will be at 

11AM to allow Fr. Ness to attend OLHS for Mass. 

Saturday at 9.30AM: Votive Mass of Our Lady, Mother of the Church is celebrated for the 

renewal of our spiritual life through the Synodal process which has begun in St. Brendan’s. 

 

Saturday: Vigil Mass of Sunday is at 5pm.                                                                                                                                              
Sunday: Mass at 10.30AM [celebrated and presented for children with their families] 

and at 4.30pm.                                                                                                                                                                      

[Mass on Sunday at both 10.30AM and 4.30PM is streamed live on our Facebook page.] 

The parish’s Facebook page and Twitter feed show any changes to the schedule. 

 

https://www.vatican.va/content/francesco/en/messages/poveri/documents/20210613-messaggio-v-giornatamondiale-poveri-2021.html
https://www.vatican.va/content/francesco/en/messages/poveri/documents/20210613-messaggio-v-giornatamondiale-poveri-2021.html
http://www.facebook.com/saintbrenrc

