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The Liturgical Year 2020-21 in St. Brendan’s.                                                         

Year of St. Joseph -  the dedication of this liturgical year to St. Joseph.   Pope Francis believes that 

even when St. Joseph is asleep, he takes care of the Church. The pope explains that when he has a 

problem, he writes a little note and puts it underneath the statue of Saint Joseph, so that he can 

dream about it. The pope says that he also asks St. Joseph to pray for this problem. The supply of 

Prayer Stands offered by the parish for families to take home to help take up this theme from Pope 

Francis will be replenished in the course of this week.  IN ADDITION, Pope Francis: 

calls us to reflect “on the fact that the Son of God wanted to be in need of the warmth of a family, like all children.” This is 

why the Holy Family of Jesus, Mary, and Joseph can serve as a model “in which all families of the world can find their sure 

point of reference and sure inspiration.  

A key note of the life of the family of Nazareth was joy, with the Child Jesus “surrounded by the maternal affection of Mary 

and the care of Joseph, in whom Jesus was able to see God’s tenderness.” 

We too, said Pope Francis, “are called to rediscover the educational value of the family unit.” Families, he said, must be 

founded “on the love that always regenerates relationships, opening up horizons of hope.” The Pope emphasized the 

importance in the family of prayer, affection, forgiveness, tenderness, and adherence to the will of God. “In this way,” he 

said, “the family opens itself to the joy that God gives to all those who know how to give joyfully.” 

A happy home, he added, is also outgoing: “it finds the spiritual energy to be open to the outside world, to others, to the 

service of brothers and sisters, to collaboration in building an ever new and better world,” especially by the example of daily 

life. 

Pope Francis recognised that every family has its problems, and that at times, because we are human, because we are weak, 

we even fight within the family. “I want to tell you one thing,” the Pope said: “If we fight in the family, never end the day 

without making peace.” Once again, he recommended three words that should be common in every family: “please,” “thank 

you,” and “I’m sorry.” If these three words are present in the family, he said, the family will be in good shape. 

Returning to the theme of “evangelizing with the family,” the feast of the Holy Family of Jesus Mary and Joseph proposes to 

us once again “the ideal of conjugal and family love, as emphasized by the Apostolic Exhortation Amoris Laetitia which the 

pope had issued on the feast of St Joseph in 2016, that is five years ago. 

The upcoming year, he said, “will be a year of reflection on Amoris Laetitia,” he added, “and will be an opportunity to 

deepen the contents of the document.” During this special year, he said, “these reflections will be made available to ecclesial 

communities and to families, to accompany them on their journey. In particular, Pope Francis invited everyone “to take part 

in the initiatives that will be promoted during this year.” 

The Holy Father went on to entrust the “journey” of the Year “Amoris Laetitia Family” to “the Holy Family of Nazareth, 

and in particular to Saint Joseph, the devoted spouse and father.” 

The special Year dedicated to the “Family Amoris Laetitia,” will be inaugurated on the Solemnity of Saint Joseph (19 March 

2021) and will conclude with the celebration of the Tenth World Meeting of Families, to be held in Rome in June 2022. 

Preparation by families for the Sacraments for P3 [First Reconciliation], P4 [First Holy Communion],            

P6 and P7 [Confirmation]:                                                                                                                                                      

Next Saturday/Sunday the parish will make available in hard copy and also to be downloaded from our 

website the Letters of Request for completion and return by families who wish their children to celebrate 

these Sacraments. 

St. Brendan’s Primary School will resume “in class” teaching on 18th January. Mrs. Oates and Fr. Ness will 

consider how best the Parish and the School can work together in planning both the preparation and the 

celebration of the Sacraments in the following months, using the experience we gained last year.  The dates 

will then be issued for the preparation programmes.   

  

 

St. Brendan’s – Tier 4 Protocols   -  now in place again for North Lanarkshire.                        

To summarise what we had set out at length previously and implemented satisfactorily: 

Those parishioners who have participated at Mass each day will divide into the same two groups of 
twenty persons as before and will be able to attend Mass on alternate days. Often there have been  
places available to make up twenty persons during the midweek. Anyone wishing to participate at 
Mass on any morning from Monday to Friday please enquire with Lynne or Kathleen.  Contact Lynne 
on 07803-314555 or by email: lynnekellas@icloud.com or Kathleen on 07585-225837 or at: 
Kathleencosgrove@btopenworld.com                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                      

From this weekend, Saturday/Sunday [2nd/3rd January], those who have participated at Mass each 
weekend will divide into the same three groups of twenty persons as previously, beginning with 
those in Week 1.  If you have any enquiries about this, please contact Lynne or Kathleen.                                                                             

On the next two Wednesdays, 6th and13th  January or until the restriction to twenty people attending 
Mass is lifted, Mass will again be celebrated at 7pm to allow parishioners additional opportunity to 
participate at a Mass. A number of families with children have taken this opportunity. We affirm them 
in this spiritual commitment which is an example which many families might consider following.   

 at 9.30am and every Requiem Mass will be live streamed AND ALSO the 
Mass at 6PM on Saturday and (during the Weeks of Christmas) also at 10.30AM and 4.30pm on 
Sunday.  

First Holy Communion children in Class P5 and P6/5:                                                                                                                                                              
Some children will not have received Holy Communion since their first experience of the Sacrament 
during the month of November.  The parish community wants to provide an opportunity as soon as 
possible for the children to return to church as one community. This will be at 2pm on Sunday 24th 
January. This is the Third Sunday in Ordinary Time and Pope Francis has appointed this day each 
year to celebrate that God reveals himself to mankind in both Word through Sacred Scripture set out 
in the Bible and through the Sacraments  -   the celebration of the Eucharist. 

Please circulate this information to any of the families you know in the parish whose children did 
receive Holy Communion for the first time in November.  

This “Thank You” message has been received from Josephine [Josie] Smith of St. Brendan’s Parish in Yoker, 
Glasgow, in response to a Christmas Mass Bouquet  sent to her on behalf of the community to express our 
thanks for the many things she has initiated for our pastoral and spiritual benefit over the last two years: 

My thanks to all the parishioners at St Brendan's for the Christmas gift of holy Mass.  

I really do love coming to your St Brendan's on the days they let me out of [St. Brendan’s] Yoker. It 
truly is a home from home with such a warm and friendly ethos. My transfer fees are really low 

compared to some famous footballers.😂  

God bless each and every one of you and your pastor too. I hope 2021 is a blessed and grace filled 
year for each one.  Josie. 

In her article on Leadership and Ministry published this month in The Pastoral Review based on her 
observation and experience of the pastoral and spiritual focus of ministry in our St. Brendan’s she wrote:  

The parishioners and their parish priest speak consistently and persistently of the value of belonging, 
connectivity, participation, engagement, collaboration, outreach, community, spirituality, 
relationship, encounter, evangelisation and even synodality [LOOKING TO DO THINGS TOGETHER AND 
BY REACHING CONSENSUS AND AGREEMENT RATHER THAN BY IMPOSITION OF AUTHORITY] 

  

http://www.vatican.va/content/francesco/en/apost_exhortations/documents/papa-francesco_esortazione-ap_20160319_amoris-laetitia.html
mailto:lynnekellas@icloud.com
mailto:Kathleencosgrove@btopenworld.com


PRAYER INTENTION REQUESTS FROM PARISHIONERS:                                                                                                                                         

those who have died recently: Michael Devlin; AND for those whose Month Mind or Anniversary occurs 

about now: Connie McGinn; Michael Casey [29th] 

Points in summary:                                                                                                                                                  

The Piety Stall: this month there are calendars and diaries for sale and the My Day by Day booklet which has the 

readings for Mass each day is also on sale. The Redemptorist through the Year with Mary Diary for 2021 and the 

My Day by Day pocket sized diary for 2021 are available there. Either diary will help those who wish to know 

more about Sacred Scripture. Every home should have the Bible and the Revised New Jerusalem Bible is 

excellent and is available from the Stall. 

Year B of the three year cycle  - ABC -  for Sacred Scripture: when we enter the Ordinary Season of the Liturgical 

Year we will follow the Gospel of Mark, chapter by chapter. Most scholars of Sacred Scripture agree that this is the 

first of the four Gospels to be written and that it dates from about thirty years after the death of Jesus. The generation 

of apostles is dying out and therefore it became necessary to write down those truths about Jesus which reveal his 

divinity. A print of this Gospel is available free of charge from the stewards when entering the church   

The Crib and the Christmas Tree: sadly there hasn’t been an opportunity for prayer sessions in the church during 

this Christmas Season which will end next Saturday/Sunday with the Feast of the Baptism of Jesus. The crib and the 

tree will be removed but parishioners are still asked to make a donation if possible to the St. Margaret’s Children and 

Family Care Society. This will reflect well the work done to provide the tree and the crib for the Christmas Season.  

STEWARDING  -  renewal of service: each of the stewards has willingly continued to serve the community in this 

ministry.  Are YOU willing to serve with them in 2021?  Kathleen Cosgrove will provide an ID Form for you to 

complete and return as the first step to serving as a steward, if you decide to do so.  Four parishioners have 

enquired about serving us in this way.  One of the four will now take a place in this essential group of 

parishioners for the celebration of the Sacraments in the coming months.   

Fundraising by parishioners:                                                                                                                                            

The Christmas Draw. We invite Betty Page to collect the first prize from Anne Therese at the Sacristy. The Draw 

raised Two hundred and sixty two [£262] Pounds. A donation of one half of the total sum raised was offered. This 

produced a Grand Total of £393 which the donor increased by £7 giving £400. Thank you Pauline and William for 

your donation of the two prizes. £400 has been paid against the Parish’s debt.                                                                                                   

200 Club Winner Anne Marie McLaughlin won the December Draw. Congratulations on a well timed success. 

Gift Aid [number 13 envelope]: will the parishioner using this number please meet with Evelyn or Fr. Ness to sort out 

an administration problem. THERE IS AN OPEN INVITATION TO APPLY TO JOIN THE GIFT AID SCHEME. 

PARISH FINANCE: in a pastoral and spiritual letter to the Diocese on Thursday Bishop Toal wrote: I thank 

you for your continued material and financial support for the Church. Inevitably with fewer attending 

Sunday Masses and the loss of most of the income from halls and other activities, our finances have 

suffered and it will be hard to recover. It has been heartening to hear that many people have continued to 

contribute even if they have not been able to attend Mass, and as we enter a New Year with only 20 

permitted at each Mass, I call upon your generosity in supporting the Church through cash and on-line 

donations or bank transfers. Some parishes will have had reserves to fall back on in recent months but it is 

not the case everywhere and every parish will need your on-going financial commitment.                                                                             

We are preparing our Financial Year Statement as of 31st December which will be issued by 31st January.  

                                                                                                                                                                                  

  

  

 

Third January 2021, SOLEMN FEAST OF THE EPIPHANY 

 

Liturgies during this week comprising “Days within Christmas Time”: 

Monday, Tuesday, Thursday and Friday: Mass at 9.30AM [reduced to 20 

persons] 

Wednesday: Mass at 7pm [reduced to 20 persons] with Novena Prayers 

Saturday at 12 Noon and again at 6pm:[reduced to 20 persons] each Mass is a 

Vigil Mass for Sunday. 

Sunday: [reduced to 20 persons] Mass at 10.30AM and 4.30pm. 

 

The parish’s Facebook page and Twitter feed show any changes to the schedule. 

                                                                                      

http://www.facebook.com/saintbrenrc

