
       

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Our Spiritual Life. 

Listening to the Faithful: Vatican releases Synod Preparatory Document 

Last week we printed on this page information about the Preparatory Document along with a  Handbook to indicate the 

guiding principles that will direct the path of the Synod on the whole concept of Synodality  -  meaning clergy and people 

walking and working together in the fullness of Christian life. The solemn opening of the Synod on how the clergy and the 

people can and should walk and work together will take place in Rome on October 9-10. It will conclude in the Vatican in 

2023 with the assembly of bishops from around the world. 

The Preparatory Document is intended above all to be an instrument opening up the first phase of listening and consultation 

of the People of God in the particular Churches of the world, which will take place from October 2021 to April 2022. 

Each Diocese must sum up their reflections in a maximum of ten pages, supplementing them, if necessary, with other 

supporting texts. The goal, it insists, “is not to produce documents, but to plant dreams, prophecies, and hopes. 

Our Diocese issued the following instructions to all parishes this week: 

The Official opening in our diocese of the Sixteenth General Assembly of the Synod of Bishops takes place on Sunday 
October 17th at 3pm in the Cathedral in Motherwell. There will be the celebration of Mass, preceded by a period of 
reflection. Hopefully, every parish will be represented by five to ten people who reflect a cross-section of the parish. Over 
the next few weeks, more information will be sent to you about the synodal process in our diocese between October this 
year and April next year. May I ask that you publish the following insert in your bulletin this week: 
 
Pope Francis has called a Synod of Bishops to meet in Rome in 2023. The topic will be “For a Synodal  Church: 
Communion, Participation and Mission.” The Holy Father asks that the whole people of God take part in this Synod by 
meeting together in parishes to pray, discuss and reflect on the topic in order to discern how the Holy Spirit is 
prompting the Church to go forward. 
 
Bishop Toal will mark the beginning of this synodal process with the celebration of Mass in Motherwell Cathedral on 
Sunday 17th October at 3pm. Please make a note of this in your diary and take part in this important diocesan event.” 
 
Are there five or more persons in our parish from across the age range of sixteen to whatever, say seventy, seventy-five 
or eighty, who will put themselves forward to represent the community in the manner outlined by the Diocese?                 
It can’t be the priest, nor should he ask for volunteers. It should ideally be five or more parishioners who feel inclined to 
nominate themselves because they care for the future of the Church in the world, in Scotland, in Motherwell Diocese, in 
our parish. At a time when so much is being done to prepare the young people of our parish for Sacraments and so to engage with 

many families in the parish, we pray that this will inspire nominations by 17th October.  

 
The level of engagement in the spiritual life of this parish will be revealed by the number and the age of parishioners.  
 

We are using the book, Making Time for Prayer, Jesus and God, by Fr. Gerald O’Collins, to provide help for 

parishioners who wish to nourish and deepen their spiritual life.  

 

We continue this week with three recommendations [for praying]:  

 

Unless we fix a definite time for prayer each day, we won’t pray regularly. 

 

We must identify an approach to prayer so that it won’t lapse into aimless mental wanderings: physical work is hard, 

study is harder still and prayer  -  contemplation  -   is the hardest of all. Prayer consists not in thinking much but in 

loving much  -   St. Teresa of Avila.  At the top of the next page, we print the words of St. John of the Cross       

 

Settling down to prayer: there are two passages in the Gospel which will help us move from the theory of prayer to 

the practice of praying: the sending out of the seventy-two disciples to announce the kingdom of God, and the Good 

Samaritan. The commission of the seventy-two disciples belongs to every baptised Christian. We are called to bring 

others the peace of Christ and we are called to give help to everyone in need, like the Samaritan who was good.   

 

 

    

 

 

St. Brendan’s Church    – the place of worship and Sacraments for families.                                 

Let us pray that as we continue to nourish our spiritual life through our sense of intimate encounter with 

Jesus Christ both as individuals and as a faith community, our hearts will be close to God. This desire for 

closeness to God, has been put into these words by St. John of the Cross: 

However softly we speak, God is so close to us that He can hear us; nor do we need wings                                               

to go in search of him, but merely to seek solitude and contemplate him in ourselves,                                                

without being surprised to find such a good Guest there. 

                                                                                                                                                                                          

We have an opportunity to keep our hearts close to God by the way we engage with parents in the 

preparation of their children for the celebration of the Sacraments of Initiation, that is: Baptism, 

Confirmation,  Holy Communion and, linked to these Sacraments, also the Sacrament of Reconciliation.   

Last Sunday we welcomed the Vietnamese couple Cuong Quang Mai and Diep Thi Ngoc Tran with their 

two infant children, Anthony Justin Mai and Maria Julie Mai. We also welcomed on Sunday Mark Doyle 

and Hazel Stewart with their little boy Nathan to be baptised Nathan James. During the week we have 

arranged with Samantha and Daniel Kennedy the baptism of Sloane Louise and also the baptism of 

Ruairidh Daniel has been arranged with his mum and dad, Catherine Anne and Kevin McGuire.  These 

signs of new life,  -    physical and sacramental   -    are the cause of our joy as a parish family.    

Primary 1 pupils in St. Brendan’s: we invite all families with children in this class to come to Mass on 

Sunday 10th October at 10.30AM so that we might greet in our church the new intake of children to the 

school. In P3 these children will be able to celebrate the Sacrament of Reconciliation within this parish 

community and so parents who wish their child to celebrate this Sacrament here should bring a copy of the 

child’s Baptismal Certificate and give it to one of our Children’s Liturgy leaders who will take the children 

during Mass into the Liturgy Room. We want to prepare children well and joyfully for all the Sacraments 

they will be able to celebrate here by them being familiar with Mass celebrated with other people.    

Last Sunday the children in P5 who will celebrate First Holy Communion at Mass completed the parish’s 

preparation programme.  This is due to the wholehearted sharing by their parents in the responsibility of 

family, school and parish to prepare for this and for all the Sacraments. The presence of the Holy Spirit in 

their life will have guided each family.   

We recommend that each family speak to Mrs. Ferns about the engagement of the children with all 

that the school is presenting to them both in class and during their visits to the church. Parents and 

grandparents will find inspiration from her description of the ease and enthusiasm shown by all of 

the children for the Sacrament. This is what the parish hopes and wishes for each one of them.  

Eighteen families have provided the information the parish has requested of those who will attend 

the Mass on 3rd October. Thank you. We want to make the best possible spiritual provision for the 

children and for all who will come with them to this Mass for First Holy Communion. 

The parish will make a gift to each of the children at the Mass of First Holy Communion. 

On 3rd October, all the children are invited to assemble again in this church as their community of 

P5 and be greeted in full communion with the parish community at 10.30 Mass.  

A poster is on display at the Entrance to the church and in the hall which shows the names of all the 

children presented for First Holy Communion. The Prayer Partner church display which the school 

prepares is done only to celebrate Confirmation, so the parish family will greet the children on the 

sanctuary at Mass today on returning from the Liturgy and pray for them today and daily at Mass.   

School fundraising for ICT improvements: please see the poster on display at the Main Entrance to the 

church. We have offered to support the teachers to raise funds and Fr. Ness will cycle three times round 

Millport [3x11 miles] to join in the teachers’ effort on walking or cycling for sponsorship. 

 

 

https://press.vatican.va/content/salastampa/en/bollettino/pubblico/2021/09/07/210907a.html


PRAYER INTENTION REQUESTS FROM PARISHIONERS:                                                                                                                                         

those who have died recently: Anne McPake; Gary Conrath; Aiden Pilkington [RTA Glasgow] 

those whose Month Mind or Anniversary occur about now: John Holbourne [1st]; Annie Higgins; Josh Owen; 

Stephen Russell; Anna Connelly; 

THE YEAR OF THE FAMILY 2021:          COMMUNITY AND THE SCHOOL COMMUNITY.    

Confirmation on 25th November: preparation for the Sacrament continues today  -  for it hasn’t stopped since 

baptism. The names of the twenty-eight children who have requested this Sacrament are displayed on the poster in the 

main entrance to the church. Bishop Toal emphasises the need to prepare the Confirmandi very well for the celebration 

of this Sacrament. For our part we will use the three letters P  -  E  -  W  as an easy way to remember the basis of good 

preparation. PRAYER, ENCOUNTER, WITNESS. “ENCOUNTER” involves all the young people in P7 who have 

requested the Sacrament. Today as P7 begin their preparation, the P5 children complete their preparation for First Holy 

Communion. The Confirmation Faith Friends programme will be helped by students from OLHS 6th year Caritas 

group. The 4 week programme will be delivered for an hour after 10.30AM Mass beginning after the October holiday. 

Rosemary (Rose) Thomson [recently deceased]: the Requiem Mass for Rose was celebrated on Saturday morning. 

We print today the parish bulletin from 17th June 1973  -   48 years ago  -  on which the name of Rose appears as one 

of the church cleaners for that week. Look at the other names listed  -  real people from real families, just like Rose. 

One of the readers listed is the cousin of Fr. Ness. This is the Gospel’s pearl of great value in the parable of Jesus  -  

the people of St. Brendan’s down through its history and continuing today and into tomorrow and beyond.     

Music ministry at the Saturday Vigil Mass: Jamie and Cat Bulloch with their daughter Lucy [P6] provide this 

ministry at 5pm. Young musicians or singers from Primary and High Schools are invited to join them to form a Group 

to work together to develop music at this Mass and other Masses by introducing other instruments and harmonies.  

The Piety Stall will be opened at the end of each Mass. Please re-enter the church after Mass from the main entrance 

to browse or buy there.  My Day-by-Day booklets and the Magnificat surplus for September are available to 

parishioners from this weekend free of charge. Please take one of either and use it to your spiritual advantage.  

Each Wednesday, immediately after Mass in the church, the Coffee Morning ladies contribute to re-establishing the 

social life of the parish. We invite everyone to see the goodness of this joining together of our Sacramental and our 

social life and to participate. Teresa Nicholson as Clare and Margaret did last week, now t thanks the community for 

our graciousness and kindness to her in celebrating her birthday, with Audrey too, at the First Friday Mass last week.  

Safety in the church and the hall: as a parish we thank all who serve us in this way and in any and every way. 

Kathleen’s number: 07585-225837; Lynne’s number 07803-314555. No date has been set for re-opening the hall to 

bookings other than parish led social events. Richard Douglas administers the diary for the parish.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                     

The platform and ramp: will be completed on Monday and then the ornamental steelwork will be added.      AND               

the car park: the Diocesan Property Committee has been asked to re-consider our request to be allowed to renovate 

the car park. Separately, the Trustees of the Diocese  -  the bishop and the two Vicars General -  have been asked to 

consider  an agreement with North Lanarkshire Council permitting the use of the car park on a regulated basis as a 

dropping off area for families with children at St. Brendan’s PS. The outcome of both applications by us will be known 

by the end of this month. The outcome of each application will be made known to parishioners in the bulletin.  
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Twenty-fifth week in Ordinary Time. 

Nineteenth day of September 2021. 

Liturgies for this week: 
 

Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday and Friday: Mass at 9.30 AM 

[streamed live on our Facebook page.] 

 

Saturday: Mass at 9.30AM [celebrated when possible as a Votive Mass of Our 

Lady as Mother of the Church, with the prayer intention of the building up of 

the worshipping community in our parish]; the Vigil Mass is now at 5pm. 

Sunday: Mass at 10.30AM [celebrated and presented for children with their families -     

please see the Note on page 3 of the bulletin about this Mass] and at 4.30pm. 

[Mass on Saturday at 5pm and Mass on Sunday at both 10.30AM and 4.30PM is streamed live 

on our Facebook page.] 

The parish’s Facebook page and Twitter feed show any changes to the schedule. 

                                                                                      

http://www.facebook.com/saintbrenrc





