
       

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

    

Our Pastoral and Spiritual Life.                                                                           
The Sacrament of Confirmation.                                                                                         

“BE SEALED WITH THE GIFT OF THE HOLY SPIRIT.”     

On Thursday evening at 7pm Bishop Toal conferred the Sacrament of Confirmation on twenty-nine of the young 

people of St. Brendan’s School who are in P7. Preparation for this Sacrament takes shape at home with the families 

coming together to pray, in the primary school through the staff showing an example of Christian living as well as providing 

well informed teaching on the Sacrament and here in the Parish it takes place: First and foremost, by participation at 

Mass with the community during the period of six weeks prior to the celebration of the Sacrament. 

The parish presented to each pupil at the end of Mass on Thursday a laminated Certificate showing their own 

name and the saint’s name they had chosen for Confirmation. Overall, the most popular name chosen is that of 

Saint Bernadette. Each pupil also received a framed prayer poem credited to Mother Teresa. 

Two of the Class Reps on the School’s Pupil Council presented a large print framed of the same prayer poem to 

Mrs Oates as a gift for the School in recognition of the great work of their teachers, Mrs Colton and Miss Peattie 

in the preparation for the Sacrament. The third Rep for the class then presented a smaller print framed of the 

same prayer poem to Bishop Toal to say thanks to him for conferring the third and final Sacrament of Initiation. 

The three Sacraments of Initiation are: Baptism, Confirmation and Eucharist. 

The Primary 7 children have taken their leave of the church and of the Sanctuary to be replaced there by the 

Primary 1 boys and girls who are preparing their presentation of the Nativity story which will be filmed by 

Sancta Familia. Their rehearsals started on Friday and will continue into this week 

The Bishops of Scotland this week re-instated by a letter known as a Pastoral Letter the obligation to attend Mass on 

Sunday and on Holydays of Obligation which had been suspended during since the first Lockdown last year: 

The obligation to attend Mass on Sundays and Holydays of Obligation will [therefore] be reinstated from Sunday 2nd 

January, the first of the new year. That Sunday coincides with the Solemnity of the Epiphany of the Lord. It will be an 

occasion for us to join the wise men in offering worship to the Infant Jesus.  

The first and second page of the letter is distributed as an insert to this bulletin and you will see the emphasis placed on the 

celebration of Mass at Christmas:  

Christmas Day this year falls on a Saturday. It will be followed immediately by the feast of the Holy Family on the 

Sunday. We therefore strongly encourage you to take advantage of the celebrations of that weekend by attending 

Mass on both days, or at least once.   

ADVANCE NOTICE OF MASSES AT CHRISTMAS: Vigil at 5PM; Vigil at 9pm [Carols at 8.30pm] Morning at 10.30AM 

SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION [WITH OPPORTUNITY TO RECEIVE GENERAL ABSOLUTION]: Sunday 19th 

December at 2PM. 

Bishop Toal has issued this supplementary statement about the reinstatement of the obligation to attend Mass:                                                                                                                                                                                                   
If you are afraid to come back to Sunday Mass at present, take your time in deciding when to do so and do not feel it as 
a weight on your conscience if you are not fulfilling the obligation. By following your conscience in your own particular 
mitigating circumstances, it should not be considered a serious sin to make this decision. Indeed, we are being told 
today that further problems may lie ahead with possible repercussions for us all.                                                                                          
With my prayers and good wishes as we are about to begin the Season of Advent, 

The Stall: has excelled in the range of spiritual resources for Advent and Christmas: for children: 7-12 years old 

Celebrate Advent 2021; God’s Brilliantly Big Creation Story; Lessons from Pope Francis for children; My Day by Day 

for Infants; My Day by Day for Juniors. For families: Pope Francis: Little Book of Wisdom and his Little Book of 

Compassion; Sacred Space - Advent & Christmas by Irish Jesuits; The fullness of Time: Advent Devotions by Henri 

Nouwen; Together We Wait - Advent Prayers for Families. Illustrated Diary - Through 2022 with the Saints.      

 

 

St. Brendan’s Church, our parish family   -   young and not quite so young.                                                                                                         

Altar Servers: in recent weeks the community has welcomed four children from P5 who had celebrated First Holy 

Communion on 2nd October, to serve at the altar.                                                                                                                                                                  

This list is never closed. The parish wants to encourage and include more and more adults, young people 

and children of all ages to participate in all kinds of service to the community. All children from P5 age and 

older who want to serve as an altar server or as a reader should come to Fr. Ness so that training can be 

arranged for them. We thank Olivia and Lucy for caring for and guiding the new altar servers.   

RCIA - The Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults: from time to time beginning today a parishioner will be able 

to join Hope and share their own experience of one of the topics of our faith - such as today’s topic – the History 

of Salvation, not as an expert but as fellow pilgrims on a life-long journey. If this attracts you, please make this 

known to Fr. Ness so that you may select from the range of topics which cover the weeks leading to Easter.   

Our Annual Memorial Mass: was celebrated yesterday for those whose funeral was arranged in this parish 

in the period between 1st November 2020 and 31st October 2021. Three families who had suffered a bereavement 

elsewhere in that same period, included the name of their loved one among those remembered at this Mass. The 

names of those who had died were read aloud and immediately before the Offertory a member of their family 

brought forward and lit a candle in their memory which was placed on the altar and later retrieved and taken home.   

The November Lists: will be used in lighting the Easter fire from which the Paschal Candle will be lit at the 

Easter Vigil on 16th April. Every Mass celebrated in the parish during this month has been offered for the eternal 

rest of those whose names are recorded on the Lists. The parish encourages the practice of praying for those who 

have died and the generosity of parishioners who included a stipend when they presented the List in our parish has 

procured an electric organ for the Memorial Chapel at OLHS.  

The meeting on Friday evening of the St. Brendan’s synodal Group: 

Seven out of nine members attended. The meeting opened with one hour devoted to the method of prayer - 

Lectio Divina -   which leads the members of every group into the Synodal process as set up by the Vatican. 

The focus of this part of sacred reading [in Latin: Lectio Divina] is the encounter of two disciples with Jesus 

on the journey to Emmaus on the first Easter Day. As they walk along, they “talk things over.” 

1. The Group then devoted time to considering the 3 topics set by the Diocese for the meeting and to report 

back to the Diocese our conclusions: SPEAKING OUT: what prevents parishioners from courageously 

and openly bringing to the clergy the questions they have about the spiritual, sacramental, pastoral and 

social life of the parish?                                                                                                                                      

SHARING RESPONSIBILITY FOR THE COMMON MISSION OF LAITY AND CLERGY IN OUR 

PARISH: What hinders or obstructs members of this community from being active in the mission of the 

Church in Muirhouse?                                                                                                                                                                  

DIALOGUE IN CHURCH AND SOCIETY: What are the places and means of dialogue within this 

parish? Where clergy provide opportunities for parishioners to dialogue, why are these not taken up?   

2. The Group then considered what impact there will be of re-introducing the obligation to attend at Mass 

on Sundays and on Holydays of Obligation which the Bishops have done beginning at Christmas -   read 

the insert.   The Sacrament of Confirmation has been celebrated and therefore just as occurred after 

First Holy Communion was celebrated in October, there may now be a reduction in the number of 

families who attend Mass at 10.30AM on Sunday.  The number who participate may not justify having 

three Masses over the weekend but three identifiable communities have built up at the three available 

Mass times. It is better that we support those resolute parishioners who attend at Mass because they 

want to be there by preserving each Mass into 2022.  

3. The Group then looked again at the age range for year 2022 for First Reconciliation and Eucharist. 

Bishop Toal has allowed each parish to set P4 and P5 for these Sacraments instead of P3 and P4.  The 

response of two groups of children last year and this year for each Sacrament has demonstrated the 

definite spiritual gain for the children in each age group by delaying the celebration of the Sacrament 

for a year. The group approved Fr. Ness’s intention to conclude this change after further discussion 

with Mrs Oates and to support any family who may suffer non-recoverable loss through the celebration 

of either First Reconciliation or First Holy Communion being deferred for a year.       

 

  



PRAYER INTENTION REQUESTS FROM 

PARISHIONERS:                                                                                                                                        .                                                                                                                                                                                   

those who have died recently: Stuart Smith; Mark McGuire; Richard Graham; Alice McBride. 

those whose Month Mind or Anniversary occur about now: Henry Douglas; Gerry Lynch; John Collins;       

Ann Owen; Tom McFeely. 

Birthday Congratulations: Sister Mary Benedicta [aged ninety-five], Franciscan Religious Sister and the eldest 

sister of Tommy Collins of St. Brendan’s [one of ten children] and sister-in-law of Mary Collins.   

OUR COMMUNITY 

PARISH DATES TO REMEMBER IN ADVENT:                                                                                                                                                

Sunday 28th November: First Sunday in Advent: beginning of Prayer at 9pm from Sunday to Thursday.                                                                                                      

29th November to 3rd December: Fr. Ness visiting his daughter and her family in Germany.                                        

10th December: First Friday Mass celebrated for the children of the school at 9.30AM and 11AM.    

The Holy Ghost Fathers [Spiritans]: will provide a priest for Mass during this coming week. Fr. Ness will 

return for Mass on Saturday. We have supported them financially by purchasing the fifty books of raffle tickets 

which they had left with us. This has generated £250 for which they have thanked us. Let’s hope for success in the 

Prize Draw which will be made this weekend.  

Generosity of parishioners: we received a gracious letter this week from the Trustees of the OLHS War Memorial 

Trust following on the celebration of the annual War Memorial Mass in this parish expressing “our grateful thanks for 

all the preparation and work you did” AND “our sincerest thanks to all your parishioners and especially the two young 

lady readers.” We also received this acknowledgement from the Secretary of the Monday Club with a request that 

we make known the generosity of the Club’s members who meet each Monday in the Parish Hall: Last week the 

Committee and Members organised a charity raffle in aid of “Macmillan Nurses” which generated the sum of £450. 

This enjoyable and successful pm was attended by guests from St. Margaret’s Church [Barons Road]. The Committee - 

Norah, Alice and Susan - say a big “Thank you” to everyone for the prizes and the donations for the worthy event.      

Covid 19 infection: Golden Rules to keep everyone safe:                                                                                

Continuing to engage with Test and Protect and self-isolate when symptomatic or have tested positive.                              

Every visitor to the parish should be asked to leave their details or use the QR code.                                                                                                                  

Maintaining good hand hygiene   -   everyone should sanitise their hands on entering and leaving the Church.                                                                                                      

Wearing face coverings. It is mandatory in Scotland in public places such as places of worship.                                              

Ensure ventilation during Masses and between Masses to enable a stream of fresh air to pass through the building.   

The winter will put this rule to the test as cold temperatures inside the building will be hard to bear. The church will be 

heated from early hours until parishioners arrive for Mass. The windows and doors will then be opened including in 

the glass chapel and kept open to provide air flow for the whole building. The heating will then be switched off.       

The musicians at the three Masses will continue to serve us through the cold and windy conditions unless and until this 

becomes physically impossible.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                     

The church car park: the scraping of the existing surface back to a firm base and stabilising and re-laying of the 

whole area will begin within the next two weeks and will take three days to complete. Parishioners have grasped the 

generosity to us of the contractors and have asked “how best can we respond as a community?” There is work which 

we will need to complete at our expense such as the white lining and provision of gates but beyond that our focus will 

be on making carefully considered donations to SCIAF as a community which is the hope of the contractors.   

 

    

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

The First Sunday of Advent and New Year’s Day in the 

Liturgical Calendar of the Church   -   a new beginning.                                                         

Twenty-eighth day of November 2021.   

Liturgies for this week:   
 
Sunday to Friday: Advent Prayers on-line at 9PM and period of Meditation. 
 

Mass at 9.30AM from Monday through to Saturday.  

Saturday: Vigil Mass of Sunday is at 5pm.                                                                                                                                               

Sunday: Mass at 10.30AM [celebrated and presented for children with their families] 

and at 4.30pm.                                                                                                                                                                      

[Mass on Sunday at both 10.30AM and 4.30PM is streamed live on our Facebook page.] 

The parish’s Facebook page and Twitter feed show any changes to the schedule.                                                                                                         

                                                                                      

http://www.facebook.com/saintbrenrc


Pastoral Letter to the Catholics of Scotland 
On the Season of Christmas 

and the Restoration of the Mass Obligation in the Dioceses of Scotland 
 
Dear Brothers and Sisters, 

Christ is born for us, come let us adore him. 

Christmas is approaching. It is an occasion to renew our family life, to reach out 
to the lonely and to celebrate the core of our faith: Emmanuel, God with us.  

We have all experienced the negative impact the pandemic has had on our 
common liturgical celebrations and our access to the Sacraments, especially the 
Eucharist. Now that more people are attending church, the Bishops of Scotland 
want to encourage all the Catholic faithful to renew their covenant with the 
Church and her worship. Christmas seems the right time to do this. We 
remember how the shepherds said to each other: “Let us go over to Bethlehem 
and see this thing which has happened, which the Lord has made known to us” 
(Lk 2:15). The Child in the manger calls to us to go with them. 

Christmas Day this year falls on a Saturday. It will be followed immediately by 
the feast of the Holy Family on the Sunday. We therefore strongly encourage 
you to take advantage of the celebrations of that weekend by attending Mass 
on both days, or at least once.  

We have often been asked about reinstating the obligation to attend Mass on 
Sundays and Holydays of obligation. In our fluid situation, this is not an easy 
judgment to make. Thanks, however, to the effort and good sense of so many, 
our churches have proven to be safe places. So, saving any serious worsening of 
the situation, we believe that Christmastide provides an opportune moment to 
restore the obligation.  

The obligation to attend Mass on Sundays and Holydays of Obligation will 
therefore be reinstated from Sunday 2nd January, the first of the new year. That 
Sunday coincides with the Solemnity of the Epiphany of the Lord. It will be an 
occasion for us to join the wise men in offering worship to the Infant Jesus. 

In accordance with the common teaching of the Church this obligation does not 
bind those in ill health or those otherwise impeded from attending Mass. Nor, 
in the context of Covid, does it bind those showing symptoms of the virus or with 
underlying health conditions, or those with responsibilities for people in need of 
special care.  



The obligation to keep the Lord’s Day holy by attending Mass should not be seen 
as a burden. It is a summons addressed to our human freedom and to the heart 
of every baptised member of the Church. “There is within me”, said St Ignatius 
of Antioch, “a murmur of living water which says, ‘Come to the Father’”. The 
obligation calls us to come to the Father together with our fellow-believers, to 
“listen to the word of God and to take part in the Eucharist, calling to mind the 
passion, resurrection and glory of the Lord Jesus, and giving thanks to God who 
‘has begotten [us] to a living hope, through the resurrection of Christ from the 
dead’” (Sacrosanctum Concilium, 106; 1 Pt 1:3). Sunday Mass can reinvigorate 
and refresh our Christian faith, our sense of community and our desire to live as 
missionary disciples in the world. This is why the Church takes this obligation 
seriously. 

It has been good to have access to the Sacred Liturgy online, and we encourage 
those unable to attend Mass on Sundays and Holydays to continue making use 
of this. Of itself, though, online participation does not fulfil the obligation. 
Nothing can adequately replace actual presence. At the heart of our Christian 
life is the event of the Word becoming flesh and our incorporation through the 
Sacraments into his Body. It’s to experience this that we come to church. Our 
current reflection on synodality points us in the same direction: we are a people 
who meet together because we journey together. 

Let us therefore use the coming Christian season to return, with purified hearts 
and fresh fervour, to our sacramental and liturgical life. During Advent and 
beyond, there will be opportunities to celebrate the Sacrament of 
Reconciliation. And Christmas itself is more than a Day. It is a Season. Beyond 
Christmas Day, it includes the beautiful feasts of the Holy Family, of Mary, 
Mother of God, of the Epiphany and the Baptism of the Lord. In the northern 
hemisphere, this season falls at a dark and low time of the year. This is not by 
chance. It’s precisely at this time, made darker still by so many current 
uncertainties, that we are offered divine energy and the joy of the human birth 
of a divine child. Christ’s birth means the forgiveness of our sins and our rebirth 
as children of God. We sense how Mary’s motherhood embraces us as well and, 
at the Epiphany, the star of faith lights up our hearts. As the Lord is immersed in 
the River Jordan the waters of our own baptism can flow in our lives with new 
force. We are given light and strength to live a new year in the power of the Holy 
Spirit. 

 


