
     

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Our sacramental, spiritual and pastoral life.                                                                    

Response to the Psalm: “Let us see, O Lord, your mercy and give us your saving help.” 

Sung by Catherine Anne, Jamie & Lucy.  

STEWARDS ensure that Mass can be celebrated here. They need help if we are to continue to do so. If aged between 

18 to 70   -  could you consistently help?  Stewards are asked to meet at 6pm on Sunday 30th August to review their 

participation and say if they are able to continue. Daily and weekend Mass timetables will then be adjusted to 

allow for the availability of stewards.                                                                                                                         

Kathleen Cosgrove as Parish Safeguarding Coordinator applies the Church’s requirements for all who serve as a Steward. 

Please contact Kathleen [phone number and email address are given below] to be sent an Identity Form.  

1. Please support the Stewards by following the protocols to the letter  -  no matter what you think of them.   

2. We must provide as fully as we can for the safety of all who come to the church. We must gather  and we do gather 

all the information needed for “TRACK & TRACE.” 

3. Once at your appointed seat and without delay, please stay there after Mass until you are asked to leave it.  

Lynne Kellas and Kathleen Cosgrove continue to record the identity of parishioners who wish to participate at Mass. You 

can contact Lynne on 07803-314555 or by email: lynnekellas@icloud.com   or Kathleen on 07585-225837 or by email:  

Kathleencosgrove@btopenworld.com.                         

Several parishioners asked that daily Mass be streamed live on our Facebook media 

platform. We will do this from Monday until Fr. Ness agrees a new programme for ministry at OLHS with the HT .                                                                                                                                               

Anyone wanting to attend Mass in the church and to be assured of a place can register in advance with Kathleen or Lynne by 

telephone or email. Space in the pews may allow registering with the Stewards on the actual day of the Mass. 

Mass will be at 12 noon and at 6pm each Saturday.   

Masses on Sunday: we have asked and encouraged families with young children to take up the places available at 10.30AM Mass. 

From August 16th onwards we will re-introduce time allowed for the Children’s Liturgy team on the format they recently used.                

Mass at 4.30pm on Sunday will complete the four Masses. Music will be provided on every possible occasion. 

MASS AT 6PM ON SATURDAY AND AT 10.30AM ON SUNDAY WILL BE STREAMED LIVE ON OUR FACEBOOK MEDIA 

Registration [for the purpose of “Track and Trace”] and then actual attendance at Mass:                                                                                                                                                                                                                    

1. parishioners have been allocated places at Mass in accordance with the date order of registration. No one has demanded the place 

in church where they prefer to sit. No one has come to Mass and demanded to be admitted. ALL THANKS TO  YOU. 

2. the Mass time allocated to a person or family and the place in the church given to them will remain fixed until the capacity level of 

fifty persons to attend each Mass is increased by the Bishops of Scotland,  Sadly, this won’t be soon. 

3. the Stewards will remain the same for each Mass. A need for quarantine would arise if there was an infection.  Whereas that Mass 

might then require to be suspended for the period of the quarantine, all of the other Masses would continue unaffected.  

Guidelines for entering church are in place for the safety and wellbeing of everyone.  The church is cleaned and will be 

cleaned regularly and thoroughly, yet there can be no guarantee that the church is or can be a risk-free environment.  

The toilets in the church will be out of service until further notice.  

Please know that we do our best for you. Please always observe the 2metre social distance, and wear a face covering.  

The stewards apply the Scottish protocols in place for safety of the health of all, while enabling all at Mass 

to have a spiritual encounter with the Lord. Distributing Holy Communion is a very important part in this. 

Thank you to all who have responded in receiving Holy Communion with great reverence. Thank you.     

 

 

 

The Pastoral Conversion of our Parish Community [St. Brendan’s] in the service of the Evangelizing 

Mission of the Church in Muirhouse and beyond.    Continued into this third week                                                                                    

This Vatican instruction clarifies the responsibility of every member of the church community to work together 

in the shared mission of evangelization.                                                                                                                                  

The document includes “a warning signal” against notions of the parish “as a ‘business’ that provides different 

kinds of services — sacramental, social, charitable — and not as a missionary community, a family,” where 

everyone contributes their part according to their vocation, availability and abilities.  

The priest must not get lost in administration and bureaucracy. He must focus on the Eucharist, the proclamation 

of the Word, spiritual direction, confession, the promotion of charity, being close to the faithful, especially 

those most in need. He needs ti have the assistance of and be encouraged by the example of other members of 

the community.”                                                                                                                                                                     

Does Fr. Ness do this here and do you assist and encourage him by your example?                                         

Please don’t let me or yourself or any of us ignore these difficult questions.  

“Every Catholic should feel they have an active role and responsibility in the church’s mission.”           Do you? 

The parish is meant to be a place to encounter the Lord, of welcoming and of experiencing faith lived in 

everyday life and as a community.                         Do we measure up, priest and people together?  

Fr. Ness prepared a Review of the whole document. Two parishioners  -  one twenty something and one 

twenty something some years ago  -   have read his Review and written out their thoughts on how we live 

out our faith in this parish. Their thoughts we hope should put into words the thinking of many.  

Fr. Ness has read these. He wishes and tries to extend the legitimate and “Spirit led” influence of all of our 

parishioners on how the parish is cared for and nourished spiritually, pastorally, sacramentally and socially 

as its main ministry and run with prudent transparency financially and materially. This model of parish 

would then be available to his successor priest. This model would have come from our sense of faith.                                                      

Following on and linked to all of this please read and think about this important part of a letter 

sent by the bishop to Fr. Ness and to all priests this week about your children and grandchildren:                                       

With the schools reopening next week I have been asked what I expect of you in regard to going into the 

schools and what level of ministry we should try to offer. My basic answer is that Parish Priests and School 

Chaplains should make a good effort  to reach out to the schools and do their best for them in the 

challenging situation they face as they reopen after the lockdown. I think it is a time for being generous and 

caring towards the schools and, in particular, offering to visit and pray for the Lord’s blessing upon the 

children and staff as the new term begins. I recognise there are bound to be restrictions and some hesitancy 

on the part of some priests but I think it is important that we show a keen interest and strong support for 

our school communities. Please do your best. 

Possibly in Secondary Schools there may be some difficulty in restarting the Mass programme , but it would 

be good to celebrate Mass in the schools, with the numbers allowed, to mark this new beginning in present 

circumstances. Beyond the start of the term, some thought could be given to prayer time and spiritual input 

taking into account the technology available to us. We have learned a lot about live-streaming and 

broadcasting of Mass and prayer services through these last few months and there must be potential to 

communicate in similar ways in the schools.  It is not likely that pupils will be able to gather in large groups 

but there must be possibilities for priests to speak to them and pray with them virtually. We do need to 

reach out to the younger people and offer them spiritual knowledge and encouragement. A strong 

missionary spirit is necessary rather than giving in to the temptation to draw back as we are not sure of how 

things are going to be in the future. So once again I would encourage engagement and goodwill. 

On a related topic I have mentioned previously my intention of setting up an “Office of Youth and 

Vocation”. I have a written an explanation of what and who it will involve and the hope of having 

“Vocation” at the heart of our ministry with young people.      
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PRAYER INTENTION REQUESTS FROM PARISHIONERS:   

all those who have died recently especially those who lost their lives in Beirut. 

those whose Anniversary or Month Mind Remembrance occurs about now: Patrick and Catherine Devine;   

Bobby Boyle; Sarah Tracey; Thomas Donnelly, Michael & Bridget Whelan, Charles & Ann Molloy, Mary Carty. 

Birthday Remembrance: William McGinn 

Matters for our community:                                                                                                                                        

Prints of this bulletin can be collected from the Baron’s Road doorway. It is also available online. Word of mouth is a 

sure way to spread good news. If you know of parishioners who are lapsed from the practice of faith in this 

parish, please make them aware of what is going on. How they respond is up to them but you are serving the Lord as 

an evangelizer if you publish the Gospel [good news] of Jesus Christ.  

Families of last year’s P3 and P4 classes: if you wish your daughter or son to celebrate the Sacrament of 

Reconciliation or receive the Sacrament of the Eucharist between 1st September and 30th November,  confirm 

this by letter [not email or text or telephone or any form of Social Media] to Fr. Ness before the school resumes 

on Tuesday.  The parish will then arrange the celebration of these Sacraments.  Parents who confirm in writing 

that they do wish their children to celebrate either of these Sacraments will be invited by letter from the Parish 

to a meeting in the church in groups of families beginning a week on Monday -  17th August.   

Ecumenical Call to Prayer: For the 24th consecutive week, 14 Churches and Christian organisations across Scotland 
call on Christians to pray together in response to the COVID 19 Pandemic. Please join in prayer at 7 pm, this Sunday 
9th August.  The internet link to the prayer is: https://www.churchofscotland.org.uk/news-and-
events/news/2020/scottish-christians-join-together-in-prayer-this-sunday 
 
Birthday - thank you for your great generosity of both spirit and action to me:                                                        

Fr. Ness returned to the parish on his birthday last Saturday evening from time spent with his son. He receieved 

a wonderful surprise prepared by parishioners and to a beautiful avalanche and shower of birthday cards from 

many of the children and from families in the parish. This is the first parish led celebration on my birthday. 

From 1999 I have celebrated my birthday alone and away from home. I decided to be in the parish this year. 

This the first time since I was ordained a priest. I wanted to celebrate Sunday Mass, live with those parishioners 

in the church and by “online streaming” with others because during the restrictions caused by the pandemic 

that is my responsibility to you. Thank you for your confidence and trust in me as priest.      

We thank Fr. Vincent of the Spiritan Fathers at Carfin for celebrating Mass for the community this week.  

Anne Therese [Sacristan]: when it was clear that Henry [Douglas] needed help as sacristan, Anne Therese offered 

this. Following on the funeral of her mother, she had been attending Mass most days since February 2019. She has 

served us with great commitment and competence ever since but in particular without interruption since March. From 

next Sunday Anne Therese will be on holiday. If you would like to help in her place, please speak with her.                                                                                                          

Finance and Fundraising within and for our community: A second interim Financial Statement for the 

quarter 1ST May – 31st July has been prepared for distribution next Sunday. It will first be considered by the Finance 

Committee [3 persons] with Fr. Ness. This week six women were appointed to take a role in Vatican Finances. We 

need parishioners to take a role in our finances and serve for two years to replace Jim or Evelyn or John or all three 

who serve this community very well in several capacities, as do many other parishioners. If you have relevant 

experience, are not already part of ministry here and wish to assist, please nominate yourself to Fr. Ness.                                                                                                                                      

 

 

 

                                                                                                                                                                                                               

 

   

  

Ninth August 2020, the Nineteenth Sunday in the Ordinary 

Season of the Liturgical Year.                                                                          

Mass in the Parish during this coming week:                                                                                                                           

Monday – Friday: Mass at 9.30 AM;                                                                                

Saturday at 12 Noon: the first of two Vigil Masses for Sunday                                                                                        

Saturday at 6pm: the second Vigil Mass for Sunday                                                                                                                     

Sunday: Mass at 10.30am and at 4.30pm.                                                                                             

  

Please check the parish’s Facebook page and also look on our Twitter feed and 

on our web page Notices to find if any changes are made to this schedule.         

SOME CHANGES MAY BE NECESSARY IN THE WEEKS THAT LIE AHEAD.                                                                                                
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