
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Our sacramental, spiritual and pastoral life in St. Brendan’s.                                                                 

Sung Response to the Psalm today, led by Elizabeth “He is the King of Glory. Let him enter in.”  

Hymn for 2020 in our parish:  Come as you are, that's how I want you. Come as you are, feel quite at 

home……………. All will be well, just come as you are.  

Please join in the singing of this beautiful and very meaningful hymn for the first time 

at Sunday Mass using the sheet insert with this bulletin.  

Candlemas Day today: Lord Jesus Christ, you are the true light enlightening every soul born into this world.                                        

At the beginning of Mass this morning: the priest will bless the candles whose wax is the humming summer's 

work of countless bees. The flames of six of these candles will shed their light upon the altar at Mass in our 

community and the others will be used by P3 children on 19th March to mark the celebration of the Sacrament of 

Reconciliation for the first time. Help us to realise, this day and every day, that our own daily work, if it is done 

for love of you, and in union with the holy sacrifice of the Mass, will be a supernatural work, and will shine 

brightly before you for all eternity. Help us realise, too, each time we see the blessed candles at Mass, or at the 

bedside of the sick, that they are a symbol of yourself, the light shining in the darkness of this world.                      

Help us to live in that light, to make it our own, and to kindle it in the souls of others, increasing the area of light 

and lessening the darkness in the world.This, dear Lord, help us do, through the merits of your mother, Mary, who 

did everything for love of you, from the moment she brought you into this world. Then we, too, working for you, 

shall be light-bearers who will help to spread your kingdom on earth, and increase the number of those who dwell 

in heaven, the city of eternal light. Amen.  

Source: Rural Life Prayerbook by Alban J. Dachauer, S.J., National Catholic Rural Life Conference, USA. 

Prayer for Candlemas Day: proclaimed at the start of both Masses today with all P3 children gathered on 

the sanctuary holding a candle given to them members of the Children’s Liturgy Team: 

Dear boys and girls of P3 and my brothers and sisters in Jesus Christ, forty days have passed since we celebrated 

the joyful feast of the Nativity of the Lord. Today is the blessed day when Jesus was presented in the Temple by 

Mary and Joseph. Outwardly he was fulfilling the Law of Moses but in reality he was coming to meet his 

believing people. Prompted by the Holy Spirit, Simeon and Anna came to the Temple. Enlightened by the same 

Spirit, they recognized the Lord and confessed him in exultation. So let us also, gathered together by the Holy 

Spirit in the house of God, encounter Christ and recognize him at the breaking of bread, until he comes again, 

revealed in glory.  

Let us pray: O God true light who create light eternal spreading it far and wide, pour, we pray, into the hearts of 

the faithful the brilliance of perpetual light, so that all who are brightened in your temple by the splendor of these 

candles may happily reach the light of your glory. Through Christ Our Lord Amen.  

Priest: Let us go forth in peace.   Response: In the name of Jesus Christ. Amen. 

Participation in the life of the parish is good for families and is also very necessary for every child in P3 who is preparing 

for the Sacrament of Reconciliation.                                                                                                                                                         

The Children’s Liturgy leaders will help the children follow the Big Hug programme in small groups of three or four 

children. This will begin next Sunday five Sundays before Thursday19th March. On the fifth Sunday - 15th March  - with 

the whole community in church  the P3 children will celebrate completing this programme. They will look forward with the 

community to the following Thursday evening and their celebration with Fr. Ness of the Sacrament of Reconciliation for the 

first time. All P3 children should share in and also enjoy the experience of the Big Hug programme within our parish. 

  

These two programmes need the support of the whole parish by giving time to the children generously at Mass each Sunday.  

PARISH   AND   PARISHIONERS. 

Fr. Ronald Rolheiser’s column in the Scottish Catholic Observer: over recent Sundays his spiritual 

writings are both very meaningful and easily understood. He has written about St. Therese  -  the Little 

Flower, about her “little way” and how we can follow it. The heading last Sunday was “The difficult business of 

making amends.” This weekend the heading is “Self loathing is not a uniquely Catholic [person’s] experience. It 

belongs to everyone. Fr. Rolheiser always offers a very deep spiritual insight   -  our conscience doesn’t tell 

us what is right and what is wrong. It only tells us how we feel about the things we do [in our lives].                           

Spare copies of this paper are on the table at the door  -  free. Please take one home to read.  

Wednesday evening   -   Faith Matters at 7pm.  The members of the Group have learned how to use 

the Jesuit method of prayer known as Imaginative Contemplation.  This Wednesday in the absence of 

Fr. Ness they will use this form of prayer when reading over the story of the raising of Jairus’ daughter from 

death and the encounter of Jesus with the woman who has suffered a hemorrhage of blood for twelve years.   

Distribution of Holy Communion: we have reduced from five to three the number of Eucharistic Ministers 

who distribute the host and therefore the overall number of ministers is now eight. Three offer the host and 

five offer the precious Blood of Jesus. The priest offers a blessing to each child and to all adults who wish to 

come forward. We will monitor until Lent how well this works for the benefit of the whole community.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                 

Week of Prayer for Christian Unity: Last Sunday we welcomed the Reverend Anne Paton, and the 

community from St. Margaret’s Church and Crosshill Church in a Service to celebrate our Christian faith and 

to pray for Christian Unity.  We will arrange a joint Service of Prayer over the Easter Season and beyond….. 

This week: Fr. Ness will go to visit his daughter and her family in Nuremberg from Monday AM until 

Saturday PM. The Holy Ghost Fathers [Spiritans] will once again celebrate Mass each day here  -  and also on 

Tuesday AM and Friday AM in Our Lady’s High School   -   for the community in his absence.  Any 

parishioner needing to contact the priest should attend at morning Mass to speak with Fr. Terry [Monday 

and Tuesday] or Fr. Pat Gaffney [Wednesday through to Saturday]. Please also note that 

• At Mass on Monday  -  Feast of St. Blaise  -   blessing of the throats using as Sacramentals two of 

the unused candles blessed at Mass on Sunday, to be held under the throat of parishioners as 

this petition prayer is proclaimed by the priest:  Through the intercession of St. Blaise, bishop 

and martyr, may God deliver you from every disease of the throat and from every other 

illness.  

• At Mass on Wednesday in the hall with tea and coffee and conversation to follow: Novena of St. 

Pio with prayer to the Sacred Heart and veneration of the parish’s relic of St. Pio. 

• On Thursday evening: Holy Hour will be led by the laity. Evening Prayer sheets are ready.  

• At Mass on Friday: the children of Miss Burns’ P5 class are scheduled to lead the liturgy at the 

First Friday Mass celebration.  All parents and family of the children at School will be warmly 

welcomed and are encouraged to join with the daily morning Mass community. 

Talk with photographs and slides on the Holy Land: will be given by Bishop Nolan on Wednesday 4th 

March immediately after morning Mass. Tea and coffee will be available as normal but the tables won’t be 

in use to allow as many seats as possible to be laid out across the width of the hall.  

 

Parishioners who are EU citizens: please take the leaflet issued by the Catholic Parliamentary Office to 

explain “settled status”. The leaflet is available at the entrance to the church and has been authorized by the 

Bishops’ Conference of Scotland.   

  

The Parish website: is fully operational at www.st-brendans.com. Please explore all the content there.   

 

 

 

                                                                                                                 

http://www.st-brendans.com/


PRAYER INTENTION REQUESTS FROM PARISHIONERS                                                                                                                                         

those who have died recently: Danny Murray;                                                                                                                

those whose Anniversary or Month Mind Remembrance occurs about now: Annie Brown; James Boyle; 

Robert Paterson and all the deceased members of the Paterson family; the deceased members of the McIntyre 

family; James Boyle; Connie McGinn; Peter Parks [aged 12]; Philip McLaughlin 

In our Piety Stall at the main entrance:  a full range of cards, diaries and spiritual gifts are available 

at the Stall. Our preparations are already turning to Lent which starts on 25th February:                                                                                                                                                                                     

My Day by Day booklet of Scripture readings for every day in February will be followed by a special booklet for 

the whole of Lent. There are special booklets for Infant children of P1 & P2 age and another for P3-P7 children. 

Take one of these to use as a positive for Lent. Don’t give up something for Lent  -  take up something positive 

such as following the Scripture passages used day by day. These fit together during Lent and finish at Easter.                                                                                                                                                                                       

The Magnificat booklet contains the prayers and readings for daily Mass plus the Breviary Prayers and 

meditations for each day and information on the life of the saint of the day AND                                                           

the Sacred Heart Messenger written by Jesuits makes this very special and has prayers, reflections on 

scripture and meditations on our spiritual life using poetry and art and an imaginative section for children .  

Parish Income and Expenditure for the year 2019: an extract from this Statement was given out last Sunday 

If you were absent last Sunday, as you leave after Mass today PLEASE ASK FOR ONE FROM A PASSKEEPER.          

A valid question was raised about the nil balance shown on the ledger for Fundraising when the 200 Club 

and the Christmas Hamper Appeal are run year by year. The income from these regular or annual sources for 

Fundraising are recorded in the ledger for Donations. The Fundraising ledger as opposed to the Donations 

ledger contains income only from “one off” events targeting fundraising. There were two such events in 2018 

but none in last year. The social evenings in the parish last year were held to build up the worshipping 

community.  

Our Parish Finance Committee: three suitably qualified/or experienced people are needed to serve on this 

Committee.  It is not yet in place. If you wish to nominate yourself, please submit a written application to Fr. 

Ness by 16th February. Canon Law requires that parish takes seriously the need  to oversee  all  income and 

expenditure/income.   

Our Children:  Safeguarding practices and norms within our Diocese   -    and other matters. 

• Safeguarding: Kathleen Cosgrove in 2018 took over the role of Parish Safeguarding Co-ordinator from 

Sarah Boyle. This week two Reviews were published on the policies and practice of Galloway Diocese and of 

St. Andrews and Edinburgh Arch Diocese. The Reviews can be downloaded or read on-line. This Diocese is 

to be reviewed this year. Kathleen has just completed along with Fr. Ness the parish’s Annual Safeguarding 

Audit which was lodged on time on Friday. We and every parish will need to become much more engaged 

with this part of our pastoral life. Kathleen cannot do it alone and needs the help of at least one other 

and preferably two people from our young parents.  Fr. Ness must also find the time to assist her in a 

dynamic way. In theory a parish which cannot provide this process satisfactorily won’t be able to operate. 

Please contact Kathleen or Fr. Ness if you wish to know more about what is needed.  

• Sunday 16th February: a party in the hall for all the children to help them get ready for Lent. Fancy 

costume and face painting will be the order of the day.  The same entertainer as last March.  

• On Sunday 23rd February there will be an Appeal by Fr. Peter for the charity Let the Children live. 

The Burns/Scottish Night  -  thank you for your generous support last Friday evening for our Supper in 

the Hall.  The reports are that it was enjoyed by all. Thank you especially to those families who attended                                

 

 

  

The Feast of the Presentation of the child Jesus in the Temple  -   

Candlemas Day.  2020. We will bless the Candles for P3 children.      

Let us nourish the spiritual life of every parishioner by working together to lead more 

families into our community, to help them feel welcome when they come here, so that 

they may participate joyfully in the life of this parish. Today please join with other 

families in spending time together in the Hall after Mass for refreshments.                                                                            

Today we look back over the last year and then back fifty years to recall what 

was written of the community of St. Brendan’s when our church first opened 

after years of our celebrating Mass with Fr. Keen in the old cooperative. (See 

the attached document on the website with entries from 1969 and 1990) 

Mass: Sunday at 10.30am and at 4.30pm. Midweek at 9.30am.                                       

Holy Hour: every Thursday at 7pm.  

http://www.facebook.com/saintbrenrc

