
     

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Easter Season 2020-21 in St. Brendan’s.  Our Prayer Life in this month of Mary. 

The Pontifical Council for Promoting the New Evangelization: Catholics across the world are encouraged to dedicate the 

month of May, the month of Mary, to praying for an end to the pandemic. The initiative with the Pope’s support, involves 

thirty Marian Shrines, such as Lourdes from various parts of the world. It takes place under the theme “The whole Church was 

fervently praying to God,” which recalls a verse in the Book of Acts (12:5)." 

https://www.vaticannews.va/en/pope/news/2021-04/pope-francis-shrines-may-2021-prayer-end-pandemic.html 

During each day of May, guided by a calendar with specific intentions, these thirty Shrines around the world, united in a 

communion of request, will lift up their prayers, which, like the fragrance of incense, will rise up to heaven. These Marian 

Shrines will take turns leading this prayer throughout the Church and offering a series of prayer moments for all the faithful 

to participate throughout the entire day. A booklet has been printed for use by any of our parishioners who would like to 

pray the Rosary and follow this programme of praying on each of the remaining days of May   - or as many days as 

possible. The booklets are available from the secure box at the Barons Road entry to the church.    

May, the month of Mary:   Prayer written by Pope Francis 2020.  

Beloved Mother, help us realise that we are all members of one great family and to recognize the bond that unites us, 

so that, in a spirit of fraternity and solidarity we can help to alleviate countless situations of poverty and need. Make 

us strong in faith, persevering in service, constant in prayer.  

Mary, Consolation of the afflicted, embrace all your children in distress and pray that God will stretch out his all 

powerful hand and free us from this pandemic, so that life can serenely resume its normal course. To you who shine 

on our journey as a sign of salvation and hope, do we entrust ourselves, O Clement, O Loving, O Sweet Virgin Mary.  

Amen.                                                                                                                                                                                      

We look beyond ourselves and beyond our needs         - Mary’s Meals and the May prayer appeal:                                                                                          

This May, the month traditionally dedicated to Our Lady, we invite you to join us in our prayer campaign for the work of 

Mary’s Meals, which is reaching more than 1.8 million children with a nutritious meal in 19 countries every school day. 

Prayer resources and further information can be found at https://www.marysmeals.org.uk/prayinmay  for use in praying for: 

all the children who receive Mary’s Meals;  all those who have grown up eating Mary’s Meals and gone out into the world as 

adults;    all the children still waiting for Mary’s meals, that we will be able to reach them soon.  

Mary’s Meals Special Prayer for May: Mary, our Mother, we entrust to your intercession for this work carried out in 

your name; that children throughout this world will see their lives transformed through the promise of a daily meal at 

school; that our volunteers across the world on whom this work depends will be filled with hope and strength; that new seeds 

of possibility will be planted, and more people will discover their place in the Mary’s Meals family. 

May 2021 Rosary Mission: The May 2021 Rosary Mission has been launched with the theme:  Rosary Stronghold with the 

Holy Family - Protecting our Families and the Family of Nations. The designated Rosary Hour for the Diocese of 

Motherwell for the National Rosary Relay Rally is on Sunday May 30th is from 7pm to 8pm and will be led by Bishop Toal. 

Further details, https://www.rosaryonthecoast.co.uk/                                                           We will take part as a parish. 

Mass for families with children at primary school: the parish Mass each Sunday at 10.30AM, is celebrated as Mass for 

our children. It is presented in a way suitable for children and it is broadcast on Facebook. Those families with children 

intending to celebrate any of the Sacraments this year whether before or after the holidays are asked to either bring 

the children to Mass over the weekend or on Wednesday evening - the optimum -   or follow this Mass broadcast live 

“online” while sitting alongside and praying with the children at your home.  

Many families with children have resumed attendance at Mass. You can ask about this now for midweek or on 

Sunday or at either of the Saturday Vigil Masses. Please notify Lynne or Kathleen.  Contact Lynne on 07803-314555 or 

email: lynnekellas@icloud.com or Kathleen on 07585-225837; Kathleencosgrove@btopenworld.com.                            

We want to accommodate all of the families and facilitate their active return to this faith community.  The 7pm Mass 

on Wednesday was introduced for parishioners with children and for those whose work commitments prevent them 

attending on Saturday or Sunday. Please make use of all that is offered for the celebration of the Eucharist. 

 

 

St. Brendan’s Church    –   our place of worship.                                                                                          

Bishop Toal wrote to us last week:                                                                                                                                          

First of all, whatever we do in our churches, keeping things safe for all present remains the priority. We should 

wish to demonstrate that the Catholic Church is at the forefront in doing all that is required to prevent any 

possible spread of coronavirus. 

At the Meeting of our [Central] Deanery on ZOOM this week the bishop insisted that all parishes must pay 

attention at every level to the health and safety of parishioners and visitors. We have closed the exit on to Barons 

Road until the re-tiling of the platform there is completed. All parishioners are invited to be vigilant for and report 

to Fr. Ness any defect in our property which could cause injury and also to report any method used here in the 

maintenance of our property which exposes anyone to risk. Such risks must be carefully considered, and a 

reasonable response identified and immediately implemented.  

With the easing of Covid restrictions, the Bishop can now take part in parish liturgical celebrations. We 

invited him at once to celebrate Mass here on Sunday 7th June in preparation for the Confirmation 

Masses that will be celebrated on Monday, Tuesday and Wednesday evening of the following week.                                    

The bishop has agreed to celebrate 10.30AM Mass on Sunday 7th June. THEREFORE PLEASE NOTE:  

• This Mass with Bishop Toal has been arranged especially for the families of those P7 children who have not 

been able to participate at Mass in St. Brendan’s church since March 2020. We hope that they will joyfully 

take this opportunity to return to the church for this Mass before the Mass of Confirmation for their child 

within the following three days.  

• The current arrangements for those families who participate at 10.30AM Mass each Sunday will be 

suspended to allow the families of P7 children that same opportunity. Those who do participate at that 

Mass at present, please enquire with Lynne or Kathleen to attend another Mass that weekend. 

• Families with children in P7 wishing to participate at this Mass with the bishop and who have not been to 

this church since March 2020, will be given priority in reserving a place until 12 noon on Thursday 4th 

June. Thereafter that opportunity will be open to all of the families with children in P7.   

• Meetings for Confirmation preparation [10th – 11th – 12th May at 7pm] the parents of children in P7 are 

invited to attend a meeting on one of these three evenings to review the celebration of the Sacrament and to 

receive and begin the programme known as Faith Friends. This is provided by the parish and is distinct from 

the catechesis programme provided in the school.  This year the families will need to lead the programme in 

their own home. Monday’s meeting will cover families A- H; Tuesday will cover families J-M&Mc; 

Wednesday will cover families O-Z. 

        
Bishop Toal on the subject of the Stewards [otherwise Volunteers or Ushers]:                                                              

Every parish should be careful about the health and welfare of its stewards. They will be needed for a long time 

coming to serve the community by providing for its safety. The model is Jesus who came to serve not to be 

served and who asked his disciples to learn this from him. We have included today a print of an article “The 

first to arrive and the last to leave.”  which is published in the Kiltegan Fathers monthly magazine. Please read it 

because it offers an excellent insight into the ministry of Steward. We invite any parishioner who is enthused and 

inspired in their own life circumstances to serve as a steward to offer to do so and so to serve Jesus through service 

to all in this community to ensure their safety.  

 

Eucharistic Ministry: Lesley-Ann Henderson was commissioned last Sunday as an Extraordinary Minister of the 

Eucharist to assist at Mass in the distribution of Holy Communion. We affirm Lesley Ann in her wish to serve our 

community in this way and we will pray for her and for all who serve us in this Parish, spiritually and pastorally.                                                

 

Special Collection in May: The Diocesan special collection in May is for Sick and Retired Priests. In 2020, 

the costs to the Diocese for the care of sick and retired priests was in excess of £305K, whereas the special 

collection that year only raised £29,850.  The deficit of about £275K had to be met from diocesan Capital 

Reserves, not its annual income. That deficit is unsustainable for the Diocese. Donations can be made using the 

Payacharity online portal on the front page of the diocesan website – www.rcdom.org.uk. The options provided 

there include Sick and Retired Priests. Donations can be gift-aided.  We will take up this collection in this parish 

in two weeks time - on Sunday 23rd May.  

 

 

https://www.vaticannews.va/en/pope/news/2021-04/pope-francis-shrines-may-2021-prayer-end-pandemic.html
https://emea01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.marysmeals.org.uk%2Fprayinmay&data=04%7C01%7C%7C1748833055fc4b6d328708d90b312975%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C637553128054443484%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=t2OqNuClUIkOxJRW%2FjoT4opR6JYpH0iGkIl8AfOVteQ%3D&reserved=0
https://www.rosaryonthecoast.co.uk/
mailto:lynnekellas@icloud.com
mailto:Kathleencosgrove@btopenworld.com
about:blank


PRAYER INTENTION REQUESTS FROM PARISHIONERS:                                                                                                                                         

those who died recently: May Faulds; Sadie Curran; Mary Reid; Jim Oates; Jim Anderson; John Whyte. 

those whose Month Mind or Anniversary occurs about now: Jim Doyle; Anne Keough [1st]; Thomas Doyle; 

Mary Parks [8th]; Hugh Carroll [9th] and Derek Carroll [43rd]. 

Remembrance of birthday: Michael Downie.  

THE YEAR OF THE FAMILY 2021                    LIFE IS PARTICIPATION IN COMMUNITY. 

The Year of the Family -   

For P3 children, the Sacrament of Reconciliation will be celebrated on 25th May in two Services, 5.15pm and 

6.30pm. Mrs Oates will allocate the children into two groups and make this allocation known to the families.  

Participation in the spiritual life of the parish is the foundation for each of the Sacraments and the only way to nourish 

the whole community. Participation is most fully experienced through sharing in the Eucharist -   full, active and 

positive participation at Mass.  

Participation at Mass: this was discussed at the Deanery Meeting this week which the bishop attended - see the third 

page of this bulletin. Two priests looked forward to the day when all the current restrictions are removed from 

attendance at Mass. They asked that the use of the word - OBLIGATION   - be omitted from all that will be said or 

written about resuming at Sunday [and Vigil] Mass. No one coming to Mass at present shows any sense of doing so as 

an obligation upon them. Archbishop Cushley has suggested that people now look upon and embrace this as a personal 

obligation or duty to themselves for their own spiritual good. The Church should nourish this insight.        

The “Big Hug” preparation has begun for P3 children in the celebration of First Reconciliation on 25th May. 

Next week the Faith Friends programme will begin for P7 children preparing for Confirmation in early June.  

All of the families should participate with the parish to the fullest with their child. The dad of one pupil in P3, 

Lilianna, came to the church on Tuesday evening expecting a further meeting for P3 families.  He said that Lilianna 

has loved the Big Hug, has wanted to do all four sessions in one week and was asking if there was more, she could do 

to prepare.  What great encouragement for all the children in both classes - P3 and P7. 

Feast Day of our patron St. Brendan is next Sunday. We will produce and post online a 7 minute video of our sense 

of mission and of living out our faith evangelically in Muirhouse. The first suggestion offered: a group of children 

from the parish filmed singing the hymn to St. Brendan. Three girls, Lucy, Freya and Olivia wish to sing the hymn on 

video. Margaret will arrange this filming with their families during this weekend.   

SCIAF: this year’s “Wee Box” Appeal in this parish raised £2001.14. Thank you for your great generosity. We have 

paid this to SCIAF within the deadline of 11th May – all monies received before that day will be doubled through the 

Aid Match Scheme of the Scottish Government 

Parish 200 Club for the year 2021-22: Thank you to all who have responded to John Campbell’s request [more like 

insistence, at times] to participate. This fundraising is for the benefit of the community. It has raised £1389 this year.  

Finance generally - we are preparing the first quarter’s statement - to 30th April -   showing income and expenditure in 

this community from which a projection for the rest of this financial year can be made. Thank you for your sense of 

belonging to the parish which leads to supporting its routine maintenance as well as the present projects of the tiling - 

about to be completed and the ramp – to be started as soon as the Grant from Viridor is officially awarded. Our next 

projects are to replace the weakened plinth for the statue of The Little Flower - St. Teresa of Lisieux, and to investigate 

installing a fixed remotely controlled camera to record Mass for broadcast on YouTube. 

 

  

 

 

 

  

Sixth Sunday of the Liturgical Season of Easter.                                                                                    

Ninth day of May 2021 

Pope Francis speaking in this year of the family during the pandemic:                                   

Let us dream. The path to a better future:  We can re-organise the way we live together in 

order to better choose what matters. We can work together to achieve it. We can learn what 

takes us forward, and what sets us back. We can choose. 

Liturgies for this week: 

Monday, Tuesday, Thursday and Friday: Mass at 9.30 AM   - [streamed live on 

our Facebook page.]   Requiem Mass for Sadie Curran on Monday at 09.30 and the 

Requiem Mass for May Faulds on Tuesday at 09.30. 

Wednesday: Mass at 7pm [not 9.30am] [Streamed live on our Facebook page] 

Saturday: Vigil Mass of Sunday at 12 noon and again at 6pm. 

Sunday: Mass at 10.30AM celebrated and presented for children with their families 

[streamed live on our Facebook page] and at 4.30pm. 

The parish’s Facebook page and Twitter feed show any changes to the schedule. 

                                                                                      

http://www.facebook.com/saintbrenrc



