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The devotion to the Holy Child Jesus has been a tradition of the Catholic Church for a very 

long time. This devotion is a veneration of our Lord’s sacred Infancy. We take our honour 

and devotion to the Child Jesus directly from Sacred Scripture itself. In the Gospels we are 

reminded of the Nativity, the birth of Jesus Christ in Bethlehem and how in the Gospel of 

Luke 2:8–20:  The shepherds were informed on the hillside by an angel “I bring you news of 

great joy to be shared by the whole people. Today in the town of David a Saviour has been 

born for you, he is Christ the Lord.” The shepherds then went off to see for themselves and 

ended up glorifying and praising God. 
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And in the Gospel of Matthew 2:1-12 it is recorded how the three Magi (Kings/Wise Men) 

travelled from far to drop to their knees and pay homage to the infant Jesus. 

. The 

Adoration of the Magi by Marcos Zapata (c. 1710-1773) 

And there is one more significant event recorded in the Gospel of Luke 2:21–35: The 

Presentation of the Child Jesus in the temple, which is the rite of the Consecration of the first 

born. Simeon, the old priest and custodian of the temple recognized at that original sacred 

altar, without any prompting, that he was in the presence of the Savior of the world: 

At that time there was a priest, a venerable old man named Simeon to whom the Holy Ghost 

had revealed that he would not die before seeing Christ the Redeemer (Luke 2:26). 

As the holy family entered the temple, Simeon was inspired to meet them, and taking the 

Child in his arms exclaimed: “Now thou dost dismiss thy servant, O Lord, according to thy 

word in peace; because my eyes have seen thy salvation…” (Luke 2:29-30) 

And turning to Mary Most Holy, he prophesized, “Behold this child is set for the fall and 

resurrection of many in Israel, and for a sign which shall be contradicted…and thy own soul 

a sword shall pierce…” (Luke 2:34-35) 
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Many saints had very strong devotions to the Divine Child, notably St Thérèse of the Child 

Jesus, St Francis of Assisi with his origination and recreation of the Christmas crib in 

Greccio, St Anthony of Padua who is never featured without the little child in his arms or 

sitting on his knee, and St Teresa of Avila. 

.The exact origin of the Infant Jesus statue was not truly known, but historical sources point 

to a small 28cm high sculpture of the Holy Child with a bird in his right hand carved in 

around the year 1340. Many other Infant Jesus sculptures were also carved by famous 

masters throughout Europe in the Middle Ages. 

The popularity of the Child Jesus grew in the Baroque period in Spain which may have been 

caused by the visions of St Teresa of Avila. A number of sculptures made in Spain eventually 

found their way to Prague. These sculptures were made of wax, ivory, and bronze and were 

dressed in garments reflecting the aristocratic fashion of that period. 

It is unknown to this date which of those early sculptures that got to Prague was the exact 

origin of the Infant Jesus of Prague. It was speculated that it came from a monastery in 

Bohemia and from there it was obtained by Doña Isabella Manrique who gave it as a wedding 

gift to her daughter Marie Manrique who married a noble of the Czech kingdom. Later, the 

Holy Infant statue was again given to Marie’s daughter Polyxena as a wedding gift in 1587. 

In 1628, Lady Polyxena presented the statue to the Carmelites at the Church Our Lady 

Victorious in Mala Strana (Little Quarter),  that had opened in 1613.  This statue then became 

known as the Infant Jesus of Prague. It stands 47cm high (includes a 2cm base) and has a 

long gown around the wax body. 
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Infant Jesus of Prague Chaplet & Prayer 

 

This chaplet consists of 3 Our Fathers in honour of the Holy Family, and 12 Hail Marys in 

memory of the 12 years of the Sacred Infancy of our Divine Saviour. To this chaplet of 15 

beads is attached a medal of the Infant Jesus [of Prague]. 

Chaplet of the Holy Infant Jesus 

“The more you honour Me, the more I will bless you” 

On the medal the following intercession is said: Divine Infant Jesus, I adore your Cross and I 

accept all the cross you will be pleased to send me. Adorable Trinity, I offer you for the glory 

of your Holy Name of God, all the adorations of the Sacred Heart of the Holy Infant Jesus. 

Each Our Father and Hail Mary is preceded by: 

“And the Word was made flesh and dwelt amongst us.” 

On completing the chaplet say: 

Holy Infant Jesus, bless and protect us. 

This devotion owes its origin to the zeal of Sister Marguerite, a Carmelite religious, who died 

in France in 1648. She was distinguished for her devotion to the Holy Child Jesus. 

The Divine Infant revealed to her how pleasing to him is this holy practice; He promised her 

that He would grant special graces, above all purity of heart and innocence, to all who carried 

the chaplet on their person and recited it in honour of the mysteries of His holy infancy. As a 

sign of His approval, He showed her these chaplets shining with a supernatural light. 


