
     

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Our faith, our sacramental, spiritual and pastoral life.                                                                    

Response to the Psalm: “On your right stands the queen, in garments of gold.”  Singing and guitar accompaniment by 

Catherine Anne and Jamie Bulloch with P5 daughter Lucy.                                                                                                                             

The music ministry at Mass  -   hymns are sung [behind a screen] by a cantor at three out of the four Masses each weekend 

with organ accompaniment at two of the Masses and the psalm on video at every Mass each weekend, recorded by Catherine 

Anne, Jamie and Lucy.                                                                                                                                            From 

Tuesday to Friday, Elizabeth McGinn sings either one or three hymns as directed by Fr. Ness.  

The Solemn Feast of the Assumption: part of the dogma of the Church  -  a Roman Catholic must believe that 

at the end of her life Our Lady was taken into heaven, Body and Soul without experiencing death   …….   because 

death is the consequence of sin and Mary was conceived without sin and remained sinless throughout her 

life……….in her womb she held the incarnate God and in that sense she is said to have been “Theotokos” the House 

of the Lord. Her assumption into heaven is described in the Eastern [Greek Orthodox] Church and other derived 

Eastern Christian communities as her “Dormition” -  her final sleep.  

The Apostolic Constitution of Pope Pius XII on the Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary. August 1950.  

In their sermons and speeches on the feast day of the Assumption of the Mother of God, the holy fathers 

and the great doctors of the church were speaking of something that the faithful already knew and 

accepted: all they did was to bring it out into the open, to explain its meaning and substance in other terms. 

Above all, they made it most clear that this feast commemorated not merely the fact that the blessed Virgin 

Mary did not experience bodily decay, but also her triumph over death and her heavenly glory, following 

the example of her only Son, Jesus Christ. 

It was right that she who had kept her virginity unimpaired through the process of giving birth should have 

kept her body without decay through death   -   St. John of Damascus, Saint of the Eastern Christian Church. 

This Wednesday the Requiem Mass for Marcella O’Donnell will be celebrated here at 9.30AM. Marcella’s body will be 

brought to the church immediately before Mass. We offer our sympathy and the support of our prayers and of our presence 

to Angela, Kevin and Rosalind, Marcella’s children and in particular also to Anne Marie Latta, her sister and devoted friend 

and constant companion.   

 at 9.30 will be streamed live on our Facebook media platform until Fr. Ness agrees a new programme for  his 

ministry as chaplain at Our Lady’s High School [OLHS].                                                                                                                                               

If you want to participate at Mass in the church and to be assured of a place, you can register in advance with Kathleen 

or Lynne by telephone or email. You normally would be able to register with the Stewards at church on the day for Mass. 

The [two] Vigil Masses on Saturday for Sunday will be at 12 noon and at 6pm.   

Mass on Sunday: from February 2019, not only from last month, families with young children have been 

exhorted and invited to bring them to 10.30AM Mass. From this Sunday onwards we will again provide the 

Children’s Liturgy at this Mass. All families who have children in any of the classes P3, P4, P5, P6 AND P7 who 

wish that child to celebrate one or more of the Sacraments of RECONCILIATION, EUCHARIST or 

CONFIRMATION between now and June 2021, in order to nourish the spirituality which is and needs to be the 

foundation of this choice in their lives, are asked to either register for inclusion in attendance at Mass as soon as 

the number of people able to attend is increased on either Saturday or Sunday OR COMMIT TO FOLLOWING 

Mass on line at 10.30 each Sunday so your son or daughter can benefit spiritually from the age related 

Children’s Liturgy input at that Mass.                                                                                                                                                      

If you have written to Fr. Ness to confirm that you wish the SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION OR EUCHARIST FOR 

YOUR CHILD  -   PLEASE GIVE THIS YOUR ATTENTION AND DECIDE IN YOUR OWN SPIRITUALITY HOW 

YOU INTEND TO RESPOND. The Church’s future in Muirhouse will be decided by its importance to the families here.  

Mass at 4.30pm on Sunday will complete the four Masses at the weekend.  

.     

 

The Conversion of our Parish Community [St. Brendan’s] in the service of the Evangelizing 

Mission of the Church to the families in the geographical district of Muirhouse.                                                                                       

MASS AT 6PM ON SATURDAY AND AT 10.30AM ON SUNDAY WILL BE STREAMED LIVE ON OUR 

FACEBOOK MEDIA TO OFFER THE OPPORTUNITY OF PARTICIPATION TO ALL DESPITE THE 

OBLIGATION TO ATTEND MASS HAVING BEEN TEMPORARILY WITHDRAWN.                                                                                                                                                                      

AND PLEASE NOTE THE FOLLOWING ADDITIONS TO THE EXISTING INFORMATION ABOUT: 

Registration [for the purpose of “Track and Trace”] and then actual attendance at Mass:                                                                                                                                                                                                                    

1. parishioners have been allocated places at Mass in accordance with the date order of registration. If a person or 

family can’t attend for two weeks in succession their place will be offered permanently to the next family in 

line  -  such is the demand for Mass at 6pm on Saturday and both Sunday Masses.                                                                                     

2. the Mass time allocated to a person or family and the place in the church given to them will remain fixed until the number 

of parishioners allowed to attend each Mass is increased by the Bishops of Scotland. This provision has so far served our 

community well although other parishes offer either a first come first served system or a weekly booking system.    

3. the Stewards will remain the same for each Mass. A need for quarantine would arise if there was an infection.  Whereas 

that Mass might then require to be suspended for the period of the quarantine, all of the other Masses would continue 

unaffected. Thank God, so far, we have not  met with any concerns in this regard or any other regard. 

STEWARDS ensure that Mass can be celebrated here each day and at four times at the weekend. Their 

generosity has helped to maintain the opportunity of daily Mass for this community which is not the case 

elsewhere. THANK YOU. Amanda Glen, mum of Charli from P5 asked Fr. Ness last week why he had not 

asked the parents of children who are to celebrate the Sacrament of Reconciliation and of Eucharist and of 

Confirmation to engage in a programme to clean the church for that celebration. He replied that for weeks 

we have been asking for more young parents to offer to help the Stewards and this request is now repeated. 

Amanda then volunteered to do this and included her partner in that commitment.                                                                        

If aged between 18 to 70   -  could you help   -   even if you have/want to limit this in time?  Stewards, 

including new volunteers are asked to meet at 6pm on Sunday 30th August to review their participation and say if 

they are able to continue. Daily and weekend Mass timetables will then be adjusted to suit your availability.                                                                                                                                                          

Kathleen Cosgrove as Parish Safeguarding Coordinator applies the Church’s requirements for all who serve as a 

Steward. Please contact Kathleen [phone number and email address are given below] to be sent an ID Form.   

1. Please support the Stewards by following the protocols to the letter  -  no matter what you think of them.   

2. We must provide for the safety of all who come to the church or into the church car park. We must get all 

the information needed  for “TRACK & TRACE.” 

3. Move to your appointed seat without delay, please stay there after Mass finishes until you are asked to 

leave it.  

Lynne Kellas and Kathleen Cosgrove record the identity of parishioners who wish to participate at Mass. 

Contact Lynne on 07803-314555 or by email: lynnekellas@icloud.com   or Kathleen on 07585-225837 or by 

email:  Kathleencosgrove@btopenworld.com                                                                                                                                                                      

Guidelines for entering church are in place for the safety and wellbeing of everyone.  The church is cleaned 

regularly and thoroughly, yet there can be no guarantee that the church is or can be a risk-free environment.  

Please know that we do our best for you and for all our parishioners of all ages. Please always observe the 2 

metre social distance rule when you are on church property including the car park, and always, always, 

wear a face covering. Fr. Ness is liable for any breach of these obligations because all conduct on the 

property is legally under his control. The toilets in the church are not in use until further notice.  
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PRAYER INTENTION REQUESTS FROM PARISHIONERS:   

all those who have died recently: Marcella O’Donnell; Bridget Featherstone; John Collins. 

those whose Anniversary or Month Mind Remembrance occurs about now: Anne Dunbar [3rd] and also her 

mother Joan Chambers; John Sweeney. 

Matters for our community:                                                                                                                                        

Prints of this bulletin can be collected from the Baron’s Road doorway. It is also available online. Word of mouth is a 

sure way to spread good news. If you know of parishioners who are lapsed from the practice of faith in this 

parish, please make them aware of what is going on. How they respond is up to them but you are serving the Lord as 

an evangelizer if you publish the Gospel [good news] of Jesus Christ. Please give a bulletin on behalf of Fr. Ness  to 

families with children at St. Brendan’s PS to help him communicate with all those families. Put one through their letter 

box and mark on it if you wish “AS REQUESTED BY Fr. NESS” to cover any personal reluctance you may have.  

Families of last year’s P3 and P4 classes: if you have written to Fr. Ness to confirm that you wish your child to 

celebrate the Sacrament of Reconciliation or receive the Sacrament of the Eucharist between 1st September and 

30th November, please note that the Parish’s priority is the spiritual preparation of your child. Those parents 

who did write with such confirmation will be invited by letter this week from the Parish to attend a meeting in 

the church in groups of families. Fr. Ness met with Jim O’Hare as Parish Coordinator and three Stewards on 

Thursday to discuss whether enough parishioners have engaged with the supervision/application of the Covid 

protocols to enable the Parish provide for the safety of the children and their families who might celebrate the 

Sacraments here. This process will now be taken forward with the spiritual preparation of the children by        

Fr. Ness working in conjunction with Mrs. Oates to allow for the new circumstances which confront us.     

Ecumenical Call to Prayer: For the 25th consecutive week, 14 Churches and Christian organisations across Scotland 
call on Christians to pray together in response to the COVID 19 Pandemic. Please join in prayer at 7 pm, this Sunday 
16th August.  The internet link to the prayer is: https://www.churchofscotland.org.uk/news-and-
events/news/2020/scottish-christians-join-together-in-prayer-this-sunday 
 
Birthday: this week William Brown and Clare McAlinden were both at Mass on their birthday - as Fr. Ness had been 

the previous week. If you are at Mass on your birthday, please tell Fr. Ness or ask someone to let him know. He will 

lead the community in prayer for you on the day. Many happy returns William and Clare, [who will be 90 next year]                                                       

Anne Therese [Sacristan]: from today Anne Therese will be on holiday until 24th August. Jim O’Hare has offered 

to serve as sacristan on Saturday and Sunday in her absence and Tricia Timmons will serve as sacristan from 

Monday to Friday. Thank you, Jim and Tricia for once again volunteering to help the priest and the 

community. Please know that this invitation to engage with the parish IS OPEN TO ALL NOT JUST SOME.                                                                                                          

Finance and Fundraising within and for our community: A second interim Financial Statement for the 

quarter 1ST May – 31st July is distributed today. John Campbell, Evelyn Dunbar and Jim O’Hare are the Finance 

Committee and serve with Fr. Ness. Do you look after your personal finances well? We need parishioners to take a 

role in our finances and serve for two years to replace Jim, Evelyn and John. They already serve this community. It 

cannot be left to the same people. Fr. Ness will now ask three parishioners   -   two women and one and one man to 

serve on this Committee. So far no parishioner has nominated themselves for this Committee, yet every parish must 

appoint a committee of at least three parishioners.      

Our Parish family: this week the re-burnished ciboria were returned to the parish  -  the originals. This Friday 

Margaret Anne Oates and John Higgins will come to celebrate 50 years of marriage from their wedding here.                                                                                                                                                                                                           

 

   

  

Sixteenth August 2020, the Twentieths Sunday in the 

Liturgical Year and the Solemn Feast of the Assumption of 

Our Lady into Heaven.                                                                          

Mass in the Parish during this coming week:                                                                                                                           

Monday – Friday: Mass at 9.30 AM;                                                                                

Saturday at 12 Noon: the first of two Vigil Masses for Sunday                                                                                        

Saturday at 6pm: the second Vigil Mass for Sunday                                                                                                                     

Sunday: Mass at 10.30am and at 4.30pm.                                                                                             

 

Please check the parish’s Facebook page and also look on our Twitter feed and 

on our web page Notices to find if any changes are made to this schedule.                                                                                                         
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