
SUNDAY OF THE WORD OF GOD 

3rd Sunday in Ordinary Time 2021 

 

St. Brendan’s Church Muirhouse. 

 

3pm on Sunday 24th January. 

 

 

 

 

OUTLINE 

Gathering Music at c.14.53 followed at c.14.56 by the hymn: 

  

Love is his Word [338 verses 1,3,6,7]. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

3pm Welcome and Introduction to the Service. 

In 2019 Pope Francis instituted the Word of God celebration to take place on the 3rd Sunday 

of Ordinary Time   -   24th January 2021.  

 

Sixty years after Vatican II some Catholics are hesitant about reading the Bible   

-   it can seem intimidating.                                                                                                  

Therefore we invited parishioners to select passages from Sacred Scripture for 

our use at this Liturgy today  -  a kind of St. Brendan’s parishioners greatest 

hits from Sacred Scripture.  

Fr. Ness and Angela’s one word  -  LOVE. 

Guess what Providence has done with this Word of Angela’s choosing 

 

ROME – Pope Francis on Sunday compared the Bible to a “love letter” 

from God to humanity and said that those who follow Jesus should read it 

daily, keeping the Gospel at hand “on our cell phones,” being open to His 

word and not just going to Him with some “rote prayers.” 

“To follow Jesus, mere good works are not enough; we have to listen daily 

to his call,” Francis said. “He, who alone knows us and who loves us fully, 

leads us to push out into the depth of life.” 

“That is why we need His word: So that we can hear, amid the thousands 

of other words in our daily lives, that one word that speaks to us not about 

things, but about life,” he said. 

 

Francis’s words came as he was celebrating Mass in St. Peter’s Basilica 

for the first Day of the Word of God, entrusted to the whole Church by the 

pontiff with his document Aperuit illis, released last year. 

 

Most of his homily turned around a passage from the Gospel of Mark read 

in Catholic churches around the world this Sunday. This text, in which 

Jesus calls on two of his apostles to be “fishers of men,” the pope said, is 

helpful to know “how, where and to whom,” Jesus began to preach.  

 



Jesus, Francis said, came to speak with everyone, in his own words and 

through his own life. He began his ministry with a “very simple phrase: 

‘Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is at hand.’”  

This, he said, is the main message of all of Christ’s sermons: That God is 

near. 

 

“The One who dwells in heaven has come down to earth; he became man,” 

Francis said. “He has torn down walls and shortened distances. We 

ourselves did not deserve this: He came down to meet us.”  

“He wants to stay with us and give us the beauty of life, peace of heart, the 

joy of being forgiven and feeling loved,” he said. Understanding this, 

Francis argued, allows for the understanding of his first demand: “repent,” 

meaning, “change your life.” 

 

“The time when you lived for yourself is over; now is the time for 

living with and for God, with and for others, with and for love,” he 

said. 

 

Francis said the Word of God is both encouraging and consoling, but 

challenging, freeing humanity from the bondage of selfishness and urging 

it to conversion, having the power of leading people out of darkness and 

into light. 

 

The pope spoke about “where” Jesus began preaching, on the road by the  

sea, described in the Gospel as the “Galilee of the nations,” which Francis 

defined as “the border region, from a periphery,” instead of beginning 

from the temple of Jerusalem. The “land beyond the Jordan,” he said, was 

home to peoples from all nations, languages and cultures, not the place to 

find “the religious purity of the chosen people.” 

 

“Here there is a message for us: The word of salvation does not go looking 

for untouched, clean and safe places,” Francis said. “Instead, it enters the 

complex and obscure places in our lives. Now, as then, God wants to visit 

the very places we think he will never go.” 

Yet, he said, it’s often us who close the door to His word, approaching the 

Lord with “some rote prayers,” afraid of letting his truth “stir our hearts.” 

 



Regarding the “to whom” did Jesus speak when he began his public 

ministry, Francis underlined that they were fishermen, known today as the 

apostles Peter and his brother Andrew. They weren’t chosen for their 

abilities or because they were devout people at prayer in the temple, but 

“ordinary working people.” And he spoke to them in a language they 

would understand, changing their lives “on the spot.” 

Closing his homily, he asked for Catholics to read the Bible daily, 

beginning with the Gospel, to discover that God is close and “he dispels 

our darkness.” 

 

So we respond today by starting with: 

A reading from the Letter to the Hebrews, reading from chapter 4: 

verses 12-14   [Gordon to read] 

The word of God is something alive and active: it cuts like any double-edged 

sword but more finely: it can slip through the place where the soul is divided 

from the spirit, or joints from the marrow; it can judge the secret emotions and 

thoughts. No created thing can hide from him; everything is uncovered and 

open to the eyes of the one to whom we must give account of ourselves. 

 

Quotation by Fr. Ness   -   The Word of God   Dei Verbum 

page 7 Fr. Ness to read the 2
nd

 3
rd

 and 4
th
 Paragraphs to the end.  

 

Hymn 619    Word made flesh:   [all verses]  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



We now move to Page 9 of the article of the Kiltegan Fathers  -  Fr. Ness gives the 

introduction and Gordon reads the text from the separate sheet.   

 

 

Hymn 621   verses 1 &2          Fr. Ness to comment  then Gordon to sing. 

 

Favourite Passages chosen by parishioners: 

 

Angela’s word from Scripture  -  Love  -   re-surfaces in 

this FIRST choice 

 

A reading from the first letter of St. Paul to the Corinthians, reading from 

chapter  twelve, verse 31 to chapter thirteen verse 8.          [Gordon to read.] 
 

Be ambitious for the higher gifts.  And I am going to show you a way that is better than 

any of them. 

If I have all the eloquence of men or of angels, but speak without love, I am simply a 

gong booming or a cymbal clashing.  If I have the gift of prophecy, understanding all 

the mysteries there are, and knowing everything, and if I have faith in all its fullness, to 

move mountains, but without love, then I am nothing at all.  If I give away all that I 

possess, piece by piece, and if I even let them take my body to burn it, but am without 

love, it will do me no good whatever. 

Love is always patient and kind; it is never jealous; love is never boastful or conceited; 

it is never rude or selfish; it does not take offence and is not resentful.  Love takes no 

pleasure in other people's sins but delights in the truth; it is always ready to excuse, to 

trust, to hope, and to endure whatever comes. 

Love does not come to an end. 

 

Comment on the foregoing passage by Fr. Ness 

 

 

 

 



Introduction by Fr. Ness to SECOND CHOICE Psalm 22:  

The Lord is my Shepherd sung by Gordon 

 

 

THIRD CHOICE 

 

A reading from the book of Ecclesiasticus reading from chapter    26 

verses1-4 and then verses 13-16           

Gordon to read  

 

Happy the husband of a really good wife; 

the number of his days will be doubled. 

A perfect wife is the joy of her husband, 

he will live out the years of his life in peace. 

A good wife is the best of portions, 

reserved for those who fear the Lord; 

rich or poor, they will be glad at heart; 

cheerful of face, whatever the season. 

The grace of a wife will charm her husband, 

her accomplishments will make him stronger. 

 

A silent wife is a gift from the Lord, 

no price can be put on a well-trained character. 

A modest wife is a boon twice over, 

a chaste character cannot be weighed on scales. 

Like the sun rising over the mountains of the Lord 

is the beauty of a good wife in a well-kept house. 

 



 

 

 

 

 

FOURTH CHOICE  

 

Selection of short passages from Scripture read by Fr. Ness. 

 

Hymn 620      [Psalm 139]          Gordon to sing the antiphon followed 

by verses 1,2 and 3 followed by the antiphon.  

 

FIFTH CHOICE  

 

urther selection of short passages from Scripture 

 

Something to think about. 

 

As the worldwide Roman Catholic Church prepares to celebrate the second annual 

Sunday of the Word of God this weekend, Pope Francis hopes the commemoration 

strengthens Scriptural devotion in households. 

 

Since Catholicism is filled with sacramental celebrations, Scripture can take a 

backseat to other aspects of church life. Statistics support this conjecture, with over 50 

percent of Catholics saying they seldom or never read the Bible. 

 

However, the reticence to read Scripture is understandable because Catholics were not 

widely encouraged to read Scripture until the 20th century, when Pope Pius XII 

initiated this in his encyclical Divino Afflante Spiritu in 1943. Over two decades later, 

the Second Vatican Council produced Dei Verbum, which amplified Pius’s message to 

a wider audience. 

 

https://www.pewforum.org/religious-landscape-study/frequency-of-reading-scripture/#religious-tradition


Some Catholics are afraid to read the Bible, worrying they might err in their 

interpretation. 

Despite this, “the Catholic believer has an opportunity, and perhaps even a 

responsibility, to become a student of Scripture,”  

The Church should “empower” people and inform them that “they have the capacity to 

study Scripture.” 

While many people attend church “their understanding of Scripture — if they ever get 

occasion to study it — probably ended at a very early age.”  Scripture often requires 

more reflective thinking than young children can muster.  

 

Yet the desire for more Catholics to read Scripture likely influenced the institution of 

Sunday of the Word of God by Pope Francis. His decision to establish this Sunday’s 

event is like Pope John Paul II’s institution of the Mysteries of Light in the Rosary in 

2002. 

“Sometimes we look at the range of things we commemorate liturgically, and we see 

what’s missing,” he said. 

While the Bible is present in both the readings and many of the prayers at Mass, 

there’s no clear time to reflect on “the gift that God has given us words.”  

 

Noting that Catholics do not read the whole Bible through readings at Mass, we could 

read beyond the selected passage for a given Sunday to gain more context of the 

Scriptures. 

 

“If we’re reading six verses from Mark chapter one this week, why don’t you sit down 

and read the whole of that chapter in advance of Sunday or after having heard the six 

verses. 

Reviewing the Sunday readings ahead of time is a great tactic for families with young 

children. 

“It can give the children a sense of something to listen for,” They can pick out in 

advance something that might be meaningful for their family.”  

 

Sunday of The Word of God might shine a light on an embarassing soft spot for 

Roman Catholics, The pope hopes the annual event will spread new ways to encounter 

the Bible. 

 

 

 

Final Hymn: O the love of my Lord is the essence.  [430] 

https://cruxnow.com/vatican/2020/01/pope-sets-special-day-to-honor-study-share-the-bible/
https://cruxnow.com/vatican/2020/01/pope-sets-special-day-to-honor-study-share-the-bible/


 

 

  



 

 

 

 

 


