
       

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

    

Our Spiritual Life                                                                                      

Pope Francis began his homily last Sunday in Rome speaking about the Synodal process which starts in 

Scotland today. He quoted these words taken from last Sunday’s Gospel passage of the “rich young man” 

First extract from the pope’s homily:                                                                                                                       
A certain rich man came up to Jesus “as he was setting out on his journey” (Mk 10:17).  The Gospels frequently show us 
Jesus “on a journey”; he walks alongside people and listens to the questions and concerns lurking in their hearts.  He 
shows us that God is not found in neat and orderly places, distant from reality, but walks ever at our side.  He meets us 
where we are, on the often rocky roads of life.  Today, as we begin this synodal process, let us begin by asking ourselves – 
all of us, Pope, bishops, priests, religious and laity – whether we, the Christian community, embody this “style” of God, 
who travels the paths of history and shares in the life of humanity.  Are we prepared for the adventure of this journey?  Or 
are we fearful of the unknown, preferring to take refuge in the usual excuses: “It’s useless” or “We’ve always done it this 
way”?  Celebrating a Synod means walking on the same road, walking together [on our own journey through life.]   

Children from P1 at St. Brendan’ have begun their personal journey towards celebrating three Sacraments when in P3, P4 

and finally P7. Last Sunday we welcomed thirteen P1 pupils on to the sanctuary  -   it was brilliant. The twins Rachel and 

Ollie were all set to come but illness intervened. Yet we’ll count them in our total and make it fifteen children. The 

celebration of each of the Sacraments is founded on full positive and enthusiastic participation in the life of this parish where 

the Sacraments will be celebrated.  We hope to welcome the same and more children from P1 today.  

First Reconciliation: soon the preparation will begin for the first of the three Sacraments in 2022 which are celebrated in 

Primary School. Enthusiastic participation in this preparation will sow in your child the seed of life in Jesus Christ which is 

then nourished and brought to fruition through the family participating regularly in the life of his holy Church. 

First Holy Communion: parents of the children of Class P5 were invited to be responsible as the first teachers of their 

children in the way of faith, to prepare them for this Sacrament, linking with both the School and the Parish, The preparation 

and celebration of the Sacrament this year will be reviewed by Fr. Ness with Mrs Oates and Miss Hill from the School and 

then by Fr. Ness with the leaders of the Children’s Liturgy and any parent who would wish to offer their insight. A special 

invitation to walk on this road of reflecting on the celebration of sacraments in this parish is made again to those parents 

who despite not themselves being Catholics, gave of themselves enthusiastically to prepare their child for this Sacrament.  

Confirmation: the children who have requested this Sacrament on 25th November, will be re-introduced to the   

community at Mass today, Sunday morning. Three letters P  -  E  -  W provide an easy way to remember the basis of 

good preparation, which Bishop Toal insists upon: PRAYER, ENCOUNTER, WITNESS.  This preparation involves all the 

young people in P7 who have written to ask for this Sacrament. The Confirmation Faith Friends programme will be 

delivered after 10.30AM Mass, for one hour beginning next Sunday. This will continue weekly until 21st November. 

Second extract from the pope’s homily:                                                                                                                                           Let us look at 

Jesus.  First, he encounters the rich man on the road; he then listens to his questions, and finally he helps him discern what he must do 

to inherit eternal life.  Encounter, listen and discern.  I would like to reflect on these three verbs.                                                                                                                                                                   

The first is encounter.  A man comes up to Jesus and kneels down before him, asking him a crucial question: “Good Teacher, what must 

I do to inherit eternal life?” (v. 17).  So important a question requires attention, time, willingness to encounter others and sensitivity to 

what troubles them. The Lord does not stand aloof; he does not appear annoyed or disturbed.  Instead, he is completely present to this 

person.  He is open to encounter.  Nothing leaves Jesus indifferent; everything is of concern to him.  Encountering faces, meeting eyes, 

sharing each person’s history. 

To encourage us here are some examples of real people in real places encountering Jesus, meeting his eyes:                                                                                              

• The ladies who are providing the Coffee Morning after Mass each Wednesday in support of our community values.  

• Robert and John Paul who have lifted and re-laid several areas of slabbing to provide for the personal safety of us all.  

• The mother who serves in Eucharistic ministry and arranged the hire of the hall at New Year for a family get together. 

• The members of the SVDP who serve those in need and who today invite other men and women to join them in this. 

• The non-Catholic who comes here to Mass each Saturday vigil for peace to think about his spiritual life, prayer, 

listening to Scripture and its explanation, fellowship with our parishioners and the fruits of our music ministry.  

• The Friary family who in memory of Anthony will provide the flowers for the Sanctuary for November Remembrance.      

 

  

St. Brendan’s Church, our place of worship as part of the Catholic, the Universal, Church.  

Third extract from the pope’s homily:                                                                                                                 
This is the closeness that Jesus embodies. He knows that someone’s life can be changed by an encounter.  The 
Gospel is full of encounters with Christ as the rich man experienced, encounters that uplift and bring 
healing. What became of the rich young man…. We don’t know, he doesn’t re-appear in the Gospel. Jesus did not 
hurry along or keep looking at his watch to get the meeting over.  He was always at the service of the person he 
was with, always listening to what he or she had to say. 

Pope Francis has invited the Catholic Church to embark on a journey together, an encounter. Through 

listening and discernment rooted in the Holy Spirit, the entire people of God will be called to contribute to a 

process by which the Church deepens in understanding of her mission and looks toward the future.  

For many weeks we have been asking: “are there parishioners who are willing, perhaps for the first time in 

their lives, to meet with the priest in praying, LISTENING and discerning [finding a definite way forward 

for the parish] led by the Holy Spirit. You will have heard the mantra…not less than five nor more than ten. 

The priest was not to give out personal invitations but await a response from the parishioners.  

Six parishioners came forward of their own accord  -  thankfully.  God has no favourites and there are no 

favourites among the clergy for people, families or streets in this parish. 

                                           However, what do you feel about that outcome from within our community?                                                                                                                             

The offer to participate in and to contribute to the structure of the life of this parish in all its aspects has 

been, is and always will be open TO ALL PARISHIONERS.  No one should feel they are not able to 

contribute. An open invitation exists, and a warm welcome awaits everyone to work along with: 

the complete range of ministries from the stewards to the cantors and the family music group, and  

of working to maintain the amenity of the chapel grounds and to be part of the Finance Committee   

and to review the celebration of the Sacraments with our children, and to help Richard cope with 

the ever-increasing business activity of our hall, and 

to give an opinion on pastoral choices such as the times for Mass in the parish when there is conflict 

with the Mass times requested by OLHS and also on occassions by the Primary School. 

“Co-responsibility demands a change in mindset, especially concerning the role of lay people in the Church. They 

should not be regarded as ‘collaborators’ of the clergy, but rather as people who are really ‘co-responsible’ for 

the Church’s being and acting”.  

In our Deanery and throughout the Diocese: all priests speak of their affirmation of the parishioners who have 
continued to attend both at the midweek and at the weekend Masses when allowed to do so under the 
protocols which were imposed in mid- March last year at the first lock-down.                                                                                                                                                 
All priests also have deep pastoral concern for those individuals and families in their parish who now seldom 
share  in the sacramental life of that parish. In this parish, the percentage of parishioners now participating 
regularly at Mass  -  the central element of Catholic Christian faith practice   -  is estimated at 60% of the number 
who attended before the pandemic took hold.                                                                                                                                                                  
The OBLIGATION to attend at Mass on Sunday is to be restored by the Bishops of Scotland.  What do you think of 
that outcome?  Do you come to Mass because of an obligation under pain of sin, or because you wish to come. 
Many Catholic families no longer come to Mass each week, as they once did. They participate at Mass when they 
have no other commitments to which they give greater priority. In Luke’s Gospel, Jesus is remembered for having 
asked aloud: “What description can I find for the people of this generation?”  [chapter 7:31]. What description do 
you think he would apply today to the people of our generation?  

• Posters on display: at the board at the Main Entrance, you will see these posters:                                                                                                        
World Mission Sunday on 24th October   -   NEXT SUNDAY. Please support this Appeal.                                                                          
The Miracles of the Eucharist  -  Blessed Carlo Acutis.  Transport to the church in Maryhill will be 
arranged for one of the evening Adoration services.  

 

 



PRAYER INTENTION REQUESTS FROM PARISHIONERS:                                                                                                                                         

those who have died recently: Anne Brogin; Christopher Divers; Peter Hughes; Mr. Lesley. 

those whose Month Mind or Anniversary occur about now: the O’Hare brothers  -   Anthony and Eugene; 

Agnes & John Dobbin; Bernard Ward [father of Martin]; Thomas Sneddon [Snr]; John Ledwith [Snr]. 

THE YEAR OF THE FAMILY 2021:          COMMUNITY AND THE SCHOOL COMMUNITY.      

The Care of Creation Office at the Bishops' Conference offers the enclosed printed prayer intentions and thoughts for 

reflection to help focus on COP26 week by week until 31st October when COP26 begins in Glasgow. A torchlight 

Rosary Procession will be held at Carfin Grotto on 31st October at 3pm to pray for the success of COP26.    

Safety in the church: we thank all who have served us as stewards for so long. Please support those who have served 

us generously for twenty months without a break.  Please assist the stewards in their ministry by using the QR Code to 

sign yourself in and ask all visitors to do the same. Their commitment has allowed the parish to provide a 

Requiem Mass at the request of the Ross family last week and the Friary family this week.                                 

Kathleen’s number: 07585-225837; Lynne’s number 07803-314555. 

The Hall is available for bookings from parishioners and members of the public. The rate for hiring the Hall is £15 

per hour with a discount to parishioners. Richard keeps the diary of bookings.  Bookings have been made for the hall 

and there has been a welcome demand for its use. We want to arrange assistance from parishioners for Richard. If you 

would like to put your name forward to help Richard, please speak to Fr. Ness or email him ojness@hotmail.com.   

World Mission Sunday is next week.  Please give generously to this annual appeal. The special collection can be 

supported by you either on entering or leaving the church. The SSVdP will not take up a collection as you leave next 

Sunday to allow everyone to support the Mission Collection.                                                                                              

The parish’s interim Financial Statement for 1st May - 31st August is available so that all may know how the parish 

stands financially. Please raise any questions with Fr. Ness. Two weeks ago, the parish received a donation of £2000 

from each of two families to be used for the good of the parish. This week, we have received a donation of £1000 from 

a third family. The total donations [£5000] have been Gift Aided which adds another 20% [£ 1000] to the value. We 

had already paid £12000 to clear the balance due to the Pastoral Investment Fund and leave us with a small credit.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                        

The four brothers and one sister of the Conference of SSVdP; our ministry is helping those within the local 

community who need support and/or assistance, whether or not they are of our faith. We provide primarily financial 

support and can do so because of your consistent generosity. Ill health among members of our Conference emphasises 

the need that is always present to attract new members, women as well as men, to the Society through joining in the 

work of this Conference. To find out more about what we do and what it will involve, please speak to any member of 

our conference who are: Liam Connelly, Jim Tracey, John Campbell, Margaret Campbell, Jim O’Hare. We will 

arrange an evening for those interested in joining to meet with us and Fr. Ness at the chapel house. 

The ramp: the ornamental steelwork has been added to the facing brick retaining wall on the ramp to complete the 

project. We are grateful to Craig Matthewman of DBM [Planning Engineers], Frank Taylor, [Builder] and Belhaven 

Engineering [Steel Fabricators] [Kenny Wilson] for their great skill shown in the work they have provided for us.   

Hallowe’en: children of P1-P3 and greater are invited to come to Mass in their costumes on Sunday 

morning 

    

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

Twenty-ninth week in Ordinary Time and the 

Seventeenth day of October 2021. 

Liturgies for this week: 
 

Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday and Friday: Mass at 9.30AM [streamed 

live on Facebook] 

Saturday: Votive Mass of Our Lady at 9.30AM celebrated for the renewal of our spiritual life 

in the church as lived out in St. Brendan’s. 

Saturday: Vigil Mass is at 5pm. 

NEXT SUNDAY IS WORLD MISSION SUNDAY 2021                                                                                                                                                        
Sunday: Mass at 10.30AM [celebrated and presented for children with their families] 

and at 4.30pm. 

[Mass on Saturday at 5pm and Mass on Sunday at both 10.30AM and 4.30PM is streamed live 

on our Facebook page.] 

The parish’s Facebook page and Twitter feed show any changes to the schedule. 

                                                                                      

mailto:ojness@hotmail.com
http://www.facebook.com/saintbrenrc


 

The Bishops’ Conference of Scotland, Office for Care of Creation 
64 Aitken Street, Airdrie, ML6 6LT 

Sunday 17th October - 29th Sunday of the Year 

COP26 - Global Justice 

Climate change is also an ongoing threat to poverty reduction, and it will intensify in coming 

years. New analyses for this report estimate that climate change will drive 68 million to 135 

million into poverty by 2030. Climate change is a particularly grave threat for countries of Sub-

Saharan Africa and South Asia — the regions where most of the global poor are concentrated. 

The impacts of climate change can also include higher food prices, deteriorating health 

conditions, and exposure to disasters, such as floods, that affect both the poor and the general 

population.  

Especially for the poorest small countries, climate change is perhaps the most vexing challenge, 

and the problem is not of those countries’ making. Human-induced rises in global temperatures 

and sea levels are almost entirely a product of levels of energy use by high-income nations and 

large, rapidly growing middle-income countries.  ~ The World Bank 

As act of Global Solidarity SCIAF invite us to sign a petition - 3 asks, 2 weeks, 1 planet 

3 Asks Pay to protect the poorest communities  

 Make sure financial support is given to those impacted by climate change so they can 

adapt and recover. 

 Act now to stop runaway climate change  

 Make sure world leaders commit to keeping rises in global temperatures below the 

disastrous 1.5°C threshold. 

 Listen to those on the frontline of the climate crisis  

 Make sure that people worst affected by the crisis are at the heart of the climate talks. 

2 Weeks At COP26 world leaders have a fortnight to put us on track to solve the climate crisis.   

1 Planet With faith, love and courage we can heal our Common Home. 

Prayer for World Leaders ahead of COP26 

We pray that all world leaders may look beyond narrow self-interest and act in the interests of all 

who inhabit this planet especially those in the Global South. 

Prayer for the People of Scotland 

We pray for the courage and insight to make meaningful sacrifices as a gesture of solidarity with 

our sisters and brothers in the Global South. 

For those with far-reaching responsibilities  

We pray that those with responsibility for industry and commerce will seek ways to work with 

those in the Global South that gives them dignity and economic justice. 

 


