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Continuing from Paragraph 62 on to paragraph 86: 
The Parish Priest in communion with the Bishop, is the fundamental reference point for celebrating 
the sacramental life for and with the parish community. 
 
It is valuable for priests in the parish to live in community, and in any case they should carry out their 
mission in a spirit of communion, prayer and common pastoral activity.  Community life strengthens 
priestly identity and gives priests opportunities for common prayer, shared reflection and study. 
 
When grouping parishes together the Bishop should, as far as possible, place them in the care of 
priests who can work together well at both the human and the spiritual level. 
 
In some cases where no suitable dwelling is available, a priest may return to live with his own family. 
While this may be helpful in providing a stable home environment for the priest, especially when 
his parents are still living, he must be careful not to become so reliant on these familial relations 
that it affects his availability for full-time mission and his relationship with fellow priests and the 
lay faithful.  
 
Parish Priest 
The office of Parish Priest, sometimes referred to as Pastor, involves the full care of souls and can 
only be fulfilled by an ordained priest; and due to the close relationship between the Parish Priest 
and the community, the office may only be held by an individual, not a group composed of clerics 
and lay people – there can be no sense of collegial government of the parish. 
 
The Parish Priest is also the legal representative of the parish and the administrator responsible for 
the parish goods.  To provide the necessary stability the Parish Priest should generally be “appointed 
for an indeterminate period of time”.  However if it is necessary to appoint a Parish Priest for a fixed 
period of time, this should ideally not be less than 5 years.  Since the Parish Priest is at the service of 
the parish, and not the other way around, if necessary the Parish Priest may be transferred to 
another parish or office. 
 
Ordinarily, it is good that the Parish Priest, where possible, has the pastoral care of only one Parish, 
“however, because of a shortage of priests or other circumstances, the care of a number of 
neighbouring Parishes can be entrusted to a single Parish Priest”, if the Bishop considers that the he 
can fully exercise the office for each and for all of them.   
 
At the age of 75 years the Parish Priest should accept the invitation from the diocesan Bishop to 
resign from the Parish, and the resignation should be kindly considered by the Bishop, who will take 
into account the priest’s health, shortage of priests and the good of the parish community before he 
accepts the resignation.  Under certain circumstances the Bishop could consider the possibility of 
leaving the Parish Priest in office, perhaps with some assistance that would eventually pave the way 
for his succession.  



 
 
Parish Administrator 
If it is not possible to proceed immediately with the appointment of the Parish Priest, a Parish 
Administrator may be appointed, but the office is essentially transitory and is exercised while 
awaiting the appointment of the new Parish Priest.  Without a stable Parish Priest, the parish is not 
able to plan ahead and must limit its pastoral care to mere preservation. 
 
Priests in solidum  (This term refers to a team of priests working together as equals.) 
Where circumstances so require, the pastoral care of a parish, or of a number of parishes together, 
can be entrusted to several priests jointly.  Although all of these priests are essentially Parish Priests, 
one will be appointed Moderator.  Such a team working in solidum should draw up internal rules so 
that each priest can better carry out the tasks and functions to which he is assigned.  The Moderator 
is responsible for directing the team's common action, and reporting to the bishop.   
 
Parochial Vicar 
Additionally, a priest may be appointed as an Assistant Priest, a Curate, with responsibility for a 
sector of pastoral care (the youth, the elderly, the sick, associations, confraternities, formation, 
catechesis, etc.) across different parishes, or to assist with the entire ministry, or only part of it, in 
one parish.  If he is assigned to different parishes with different Parish Priests, his decree of 
appointment must specify the tasks entrusted to him in relation to each Parish Community. 
 
 
Deacons 
Deacons are ordained ministers who collaborate with the Bishop and the priests in the mission of 
evangelisation and specifically serve People of God in the ministries of the liturgy, the word and 
charity.  Pope Francis cautions against seeing Deacons as half-priests, half-laymen, or as 
intermediaries between the faithful and pastors.  “  
 
The Second Vatican Council specified that it is a degree of the Sacrament of Holy Orders, and there 
are many ecclesial tasks that can be entrusted to a deacon.  The diaconate was established within 
the framework of a ministerial vision of the Church, as an ordained ministry at the service of the 
Word (where he is called to proclaim the Gospel and to serve at the Eucharistic table) and of charity. 
 
The Laity 
The lay faithful. by virtue of their Baptism and the other Sacraments of Christian initiation, and in 
many cases by matrimony, participate in the evangelising action of the Church since “the essential 
vocation and mission of the lay faithful is to strive that earthly realities and all human activity may be 
transformed by the Gospel”.    
 
They strive to live their secular lives according to the plan of God, and may also be called to work 
with their Parish Priests in the service of the church community, according to the charisms they have 
been given. 
 
“The lay faithful are called upon in our present age to make a generous commitment to the service 
of the mission of evangelisation, first of all through the general witness of their daily lives, lived in 
conformity with the Gospel, in whatever environment they are in and at every level of responsibility; 
in a particular way, they are called to place themselves at the service of the Parish community.” 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Other forms of assigning pastoral care 
 
If due to a shortage of priests it is not possible to appoint a full-time Parish Priest or a Parish 
Administrator, the diocesan Bishop may entrust the pastoral care of a Parish to a deacon, to a 
consecrated religious or layperson, or even to a group of persons (e.g. a Religious Institute or 
Association). Those entrusted with the pastoral care of the community will be directed by a priest 
who will act as a “Moderator of Pastoral Care”, with the powers and functions of a Parish Priest. 
 
This would be an extraordinary form of entrusting pastoral care, due to the impossibility of 
appointing a Parish Priest or a Parish Administrator, and would be a temporary measure.  It is not to 
be confused with the ordinary active cooperation of the lay faithful in assuming their responsibilities.  
Nor should it be seen as an administrative convenience, or as a way of advancing the laity or handing 
over the governance of the parish, but as a means of providing pastoral care. 
 
It would be preferable to appoint one or more deacons over consecrated men and women or 
laypersons for directing this kind of pastoral care, and the coordination of pastoral activity organised 
in this way falls to the priest who is appointed as the Moderator by the diocesan Bishop.  The other 
members of the faithful are defined as having “a share in the exercise of the pastoral care of a 
Parish”. 
 
The deacon, together with those who have not received Holy Orders and who participate in the 
exercise of pastoral care, are to perform only those functions which correspond to their respective 
status as deacons or lay faithful. In the decree by which he appoints the Moderator Priest, the 
Bishop would set out the reasons why it has become necessary to apply this extraordinary form to 
the assignment of pastoral care to one or more Parish communities, together with the kinds of 
ministry that the priest in charge will exercise. 


