
     

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Ordinary Season in St. Brendan’s. 

Keeping things safe for all who come to St. Brendan’s is our priority. If at any time you have a concern about your 

safety, please make this known to our stewards. The virus is predominantly contagious through breathing in of air 

droplets and we apply our best endeavours to prevent this occurring within the church. 

The parish family celebrates happy days with her parishioners - we wrote these words on this line of last 

week’s bulletin. On Monday we will welcome and celebrate the movement to level 0 for the purpose of 

control of the spread of the Coronavirus epidemic. The following provisions will apply in our church:  

-Track and Trace (test and protect) remains in place  

- One metre social distancing (previously two metres) will be set out in the pews by using shorter white poles.  

- communal singing is now permitted but parishioners require to wear face masks while singing. 

- up to 200 people can attend church at the same time for any purpose. We are still obliged to wear face masks, to  

  sanitise our hands and to maintain social distance of one metre. In our church the limit will be two        

  hundred people present at any one time. 

- the cleaning regime [sanitising] is still required after each service. The stewards will need help. Please read the     

  note on stewarding printed on page 4 of this bulletin.    

   

If the Scottish Government keep to its intended timetable, then these regulations will be revised again in early 

August and any further changes are expected to be introduced by the start of the new term. 

 

We will continue to locate the Piety Stall in the hall, but we intend to return it to the main entrance to the church 

when the restrictions are further reviewed in August. Our concern is about congestion in that area as people 

entering the church pass through that entrance and must pause to comply with the Track and Trace regulations. 

 

This weekend -   Fair Monday -   would have been the family outing to St. Andrews for the children of this parish, 

repeating the success of our first outing there two years ago. There can be no outing this year but instead we invite 

all parishioners to quietly consider these important questions for the future of St. Brendan’s:  

 

Do you remember the instruction given by Bishop Toal in January 2019 that we must build up the 

worshipping community at Sunday Mass? How many remember the circumstances which gave rise to this 

instruction from the bishop? Was there fear for the future of the parish? By the lockdown we had moved 

far away from that concern but now we need to consolidate once again our sense of belonging.     

 

of all the families and the individuals who were regularly participating at Mass in this parish in March 

2020, when all churches were closed   -   how many are giving thought to how and when they will resume? 

 

of those families who wish their children to receive the Sacraments of Reconciliation or Eucharist for the 

first time or Confirmation during the school year which begins in a month’s time, how many have 

regularly participated with their children beside them at Mass in St. Brendan’s or elsewhere since March 

2020 or followed Mass purposefully and fruitfully “online”? 

 

as we can accommodate two hundred people in the church under the level 0 protocols and we have four 

Masses then at best we can accommodate eight hundred people at our four weekend Masses. For those 

people and families who have attended Mass during the restrictions whenever possible, they will continue 

to willingly and delightfully participate -   will you join them now regularly if you haven’t been coming? 

 

what do you want regarding Masses on Saturday and Sunday? We now have four Masses   - should they 

be reduced to only two on Sunday and if so, should it be at the same time as before - 10.30AM and 

4.30pm? We will ask the Stewards to give their sense of the preference of the parishioners regarding the 

days and times of weekend Mass and then put proposals out for comment. 

Telephone Kathleen on 07585-225837 or Lynne on 07803-314555 to get back as soon as possible into the 

way of attending Mass on Sunday each week.                                                                                                                                                
 

 

 

St. Brendan’s Church    – the place of worship and Sacraments for families.    
You may have noticed: 

1. that the dark wood pedestal which held the statue of St. Therese of Lisieux, the Little Flower, 

has been replaced this week with a new substantial stand formed in oak to match the shrines to 

the Sacred Heart and to Our Lady and also to match the plinths for the statues of Padre Pio and 

the Child of Prague. We thank Nimmo Joinery once more. 

2. that the walls of the outbuilding at the rear of the garden with the archway joined to the chapel 

house has been re-roughcast and that several damaged areas of roughcast on the walls of the 

hall have been stripped and rough casted again to good effect. We thank Billy and Sharon his 

willing and skilful labourer for their work in the sunshine.  

3. that Robert has been able to resume giving attention to the lawns and pebble areas which front 

the church on Barons Road, to maintain the amenity of the buildings and grounds. 

4. that last Sunday morning Leonardo aged nine months and his mum and dad who have recently 

made their home in our parish having come to the UK from Vietnam, was at Mass in advance of 

his baptism here and the baptism of his mum, Quy Thi Cu.  We welcome the family Trinh to our 

parish and the infant and mother from the parish into the Church through baptism this Sunday.  

 

We want to be a dynamic parish, pro-active in caring for our property and always looking to offer and 

promote participation in life within the parish as a source of goodness, consolation and fulfilment.         
On Friday we altered our time for Mass to allow Fr. Ness to preside at the Requiem Mass for Sadie Gray at 10AM 

in St. Ignatius. As a child in that parish, the Cubs were formed for boys by Fr. Reen and Sadie had been Bagheera, 

the Black Panther -   one of the first three Cub leaders. Sadie had felt she belonged in the parish and loved 

participation in it throughout her ninety years there -   as infant, child, teenager, single woman, seamstress, wife, 

mother of five children and grandmother of eight grandchildren. “Mum’s Faith and Church were very important 

for her”, wrote Monica, the eldest of the five children. In addition to being a Cub leader while single, Sadie had 

been in the Children of Mary, the badminton, Lourdes Hospitality and the parish Choir. She became, a caretaker of 

the Stall, an organiser of church socials - especially dances, a supporter and promoter of many parish outings.       

Her story provides an insight for us to recognise the very many parishioners who feature similarly in the story of 

St. Brendan’s Muirhouse and to offer as an encouragement to the next generation here who will follow in their 

footsteps. Every parish has in its present and in its history women and men who find goodness, consolation and 

fulfilment through participation in the Vineyard of the Lord. Our task in St. Brendan’s is to open the gate of the 

Vineyard here and invite many people especially parents who have put down their family roots here to enter.       
 
World Day for Grandparents and the Elderly: July 24th/25th: Pope Francis invites the Church to keep next Sunday 
which is closest to the Feast of Sts. Joachim and Anne, as the Church’s Day of Prayer and Support for 
Grandparents and the Elderly, recognising the vital part they play in all societies and families, and in the life and 
mission of the Church. The involvement of a grandparent within a family introduces three ideas to the young of 
that family: experience, wisdom and protection. Grandparents and especially grandmothers have come very 
much “into their own” in terms of their active and faithful presence within their family circle.                                              
Pope Francis’ Message and the Liturgical and Pastoral Materials prepared by the Dicastery for the Laity, Family, 
and Life and are made available on websites and other social media to provide assistance in planning our 
Liturgies for that weekend. We will make use of these at each of our Masses next weekend. 

 

Special Collection for July – Peter’s Pence: 
The Special Collection for July to support the ministry of Pope Francis and the Work of the Holy See, is known to 

us all as Peter’s Pence. We traditionally have taken up this collection on the Sunday closest to the Solemnity of 

Saints Peter and Paul. This year there will not be a Special Collection for August and so we can put off taking up 

this Collection from July until Sunday 15th August which is the Solemn Feast of the Assumption of Our Lady 

into heaven.  We will know by 15th August whether we can welcome back all parishioners who wish to attend at 

Mass, and this is one of many elements of parish life in which all are asked to participate.  

 

The SCIAF Summer Appeal is to help those suffering in Tigray, Ethiopia, due to the terrible consequences of the 

Civil War there. Bishop Toal visited the Diocese of Adigrat in Tigray and the funds raised by SCIAF this summer 

will go to assist that Diocese. 

 

In September we will take up the important Diocesan Collection for the cost of training [Formation] of our 

Ecclesiastical Students, both seminarians and diaconate students. 

                                                                                                                                                                                  

THANK YOU FOR YOUR ENDURING GENEROSITY TO CHURCH COLLECTIONS. 

 

                                                                                                                                                                                           



PRAYER INTENTION REQUESTS FROM PARISHIONERS:                                                                                                                                         

for those who have died recently: Rose Rielly. 

those whose Month Mind or Anniversary occurs about now: Grace Douglas. 

THE YEAR OF THE FAMILY 2021:          COMMUNITY   -   further aspects of community.                                                                   

Fr. Ness joined his friend Fr. Jim Walls on Monday to walk an 18 mile stretch of the St. Cuthbert’s Way up and 

down the Eldon Hills and along the bank of the River Tweed between Melrose Abbey and Jedburgh Abbey.    

Fr. Walls has now completed his 281 miles sponsored pilgrimage from Iona Monastery to Lindisfarne 

Monastery. He will be interviewed on BBC Radio between 8.45 and 10AM this weekend about this experience. 

He undertook the pilgrimage to raise funds for the St. Maria Skobstova House of Hospitality for Refugees in 

Calais, Northern France. Several parishioners and the Stewards have given Fr. Ness donations to pass to Fr. 

Walls. Anyone wishing to acknowledge his great achievement on this pilgrimage by making a donation to this 

cause can do so on https/www.justgiving.com/crowdfunding /in-solidarity. 

Synod of Bishops’ 2023 – For a synodal Church: communion, participation and mission:                                        

every Diocese is to participate in the Synod of Bishops by means of a period of consultation from this October to next 

April. Fr. Tom Magill will form a working group to begin this work and to advise the parishes, societies, schools, and 

other groups in Motherwell Diocese as soon as possible how they can participate in and contribute to the synodal 

process. Here are four practical signs of this change of emphasis in the life of the Church from the model of a Monarch 

to that of Synod under the leadership of Pope Francis in the ministry of the clergy in a parish. The Pope urges the 

clergy to work with the people in the Vineyard of the Lord for the good of the parish in shared ministry:  

1. The Apostolic Letter issued by Pope Francis on Friday concerns the celebration of Mass in Latin using the 

liturgical instructions of the Missal in use before the changes introduced by Vatican II. The insert to this 

bulletin gives a summary of the Pope’s instruction. It limits the number, and the circumstances that Mass can 

be celebrated in Latin and puts the local bishop firmly in control of this whole issue.  Bishop Toal has very 

recently issued instructions to all priests in this diocese which are in line with the Pope’s letter. Please read it.  

2. Finance Committee parishioners have suggested that we spend some of the parish’s reserve funds to restore 

the surface of the car park. The Committee will consider how best the parish can pay for the restoration and 

future maintenance of the car park, so that the funds spent on it are not wasted. The members of the Committee 

with Fr. Ness will make a recommendation on whether to restrict access to the car park to only church related 

purposes to preserve the surface of it once it is repaired, which then will be put to the community to decide.   

3. Stewarding: recent visits to St. Augustine’s, Coatbridge and St. Ignatius in Wishaw has shown that we are not 

alone in recognizing the need to implement consistently all of the protocols which provide for the safety of 

those who come to church. These parishes, just like us, have received great support from the community to 

provide active, competent, well planned, respectful, well-coordinated and also cheerful stewarding.  

4. Use of the Hall for private purposes and events: Jim O’Hare as Parish Co-Ordinator on protocols for health 

and safety will consult with Richard Douglas as hall keeper on preserving 1 metre social distancing there and 

sanitizing all parts to complete the risk assessment we need to make for re-opening the Hall for the parish’s 

spiritual, sacramental, pastoral and social events, especially the Monday pm Senior Citizens Group and the 

Wednesday Coffee Morning social gathering. We will report soon on the outcome of this to the community.   

 

 

 

 

                                                                        

          

      

       

  

 

Sixteenth Week in Ordinary Time.                                    
Eighteenth day of July 2021. 

Liturgies for this week: 

Monday, Tuesday Thursday and Friday: Mass at 9.30 AM [streamed live on our 

Facebook page.] 

Wednesday: Mass at 7pm.     -    no Mass in the morning. 

Saturday: Vigil Mass of Sunday at 12 noon and again at 6pm. 

Sunday: Mass at 10.30AM [celebrated and presented for children with their families] 

and at 4.30pm. 

[Mass on Saturday at 6pm and Mass on Sunday at both 10.30AM and 4.30PM is streamed live 

on our Facebook page.] 

Times of Masses will be changed and live streaming at all Masses will be 

discontinued. 

 

The parish’s Facebook page and Twitter feed show any changes to the schedule. 

                                                                                      

http://www.facebook.com/saintbrenrc


APOSTOLIC LETTER  

BY THE SUPREME PONTIFF 

FRANCIS 

On the Use of the Roman Liturgy Prior to the Reform of 1970 

[abridged and summarised for St. Brendan’s Parish] 

 

The bishops in communion with the Bishop of Rome constitute the visible principle and 

foundation of the unity of their particular Churches. Under the guidance of the Holy Spirit, 

through the proclamation of the Gospel and by means of the celebration of the Eucharist, the 

bishops with the Pope govern the particular Churches entrusted to them. 

In order to promote the concord and unity of the Church, with paternal concern for those who  

adhere to liturgical forms which were in use before the Vatican Council II, my Venerable 

Predecessors, Saint John Paul II and Benedict XVI, granted and regulated the faculty to use 

the Roman Missal in Latin edited by Pope John XXIII in 1962 

The Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith carried out a detailed consultation of the 

bishops in 2020 [regarding the continued practice of allowing Masses to be celebrated in 

Latin the way it had been before the changes introduced by Vatican II. The results have been 

carefully considered in the light of experience that has matured during these years. 

At this time, having considered the opinion of the Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith, 

I now desire, with this Apostolic Letter, to press on ever more in the constant search for 

ecclesial communion. Therefore, I have considered it appropriate to establish the following: 

Art. 1. The liturgical books promulgated by Saint Paul VI and Saint John Paul II, in 

conformity with the decrees of Vatican Council II, are the unique expression of the lex orandi 

[the way or law of praying] of the Roman Rite  -  the Roman Catholic Church. 

Art. 2. It belongs to the diocesan bishop, as moderator, promoter, and guardian of the whole 

liturgical life of the particular Church entrusted to him, to regulate the liturgical celebrations 

of his diocese.  

Art. 3. The bishop of the diocese in which until now there exist one or more groups that 

celebrate according to the Missal antecedent to the reform of 1970 [Mass in Latin]: 

§ 1. is to determine that these groups do not deny the validity and the legitimacy of the 

liturgical reform, dictated by Vatican Council II and the Magisterium of the Supreme 

Pontiffs; 

§ 2. is to designate one or more locations where the faithful adherents of these groups may 

gather for the eucharistic celebration; 

§ 3. to establish at the designated locations the days on which eucharistic celebrations are 

permitted using the Roman Missal [Mass in Latin] promulgated by Saint John XXIII in 1962. 

https://www.vatican.va/archive/hist_councils/ii_vatican_council/index.htm
https://www.vatican.va/content/john-paul-ii/en.html
https://www.vatican.va/content/benedict-xvi/en.html
https://www.vatican.va/content/john-xxiii/en.html
https://www.vatican.va/content/romancuria/en/congregazioni/congregazione-per-la-dottrina-della-fede.index.html


In these celebrations the readings are proclaimed in the vernacular language [for us, English], 

using approved translations of the Sacred Scripture; 

§ 4. to appoint a priest who, as delegate of the bishop, is entrusted with these celebrations and 

with the pastoral care of these groups of the faithful. This priest should be suited for this 

responsibility, skilled in the use of the Missale Romanum which was in use before the reform 

of 1970, possess a knowledge of the Latin language sufficient for a thorough comprehension 

of the rubrics and liturgical texts, and be animated by a lively pastoral charity and by a sense 

of ecclesial communion. This priest should have at heart not only the correct celebration of 

the liturgy, but also the pastoral and spiritual care of the faithful; 

§ 5. to proceed suitably to verify that the parishes canonically erected for the benefit of these 

faithful are effective for their spiritual growth, and to determine whether or not to retain 

them; 

§ 6. to take care not to authorize the establishment of new groups. 

Art. 4. Priests ordained after the publication of the present Motu Proprio, who wish to 

celebrate using the Missale Romanum of 1962, should submit a formal request to the 

diocesan Bishop who shall consult the Apostolic See before granting this authorization. 

Art. 5. Priests who already celebrate according to the Missale Romanum of 1962 should 

request from the diocesan Bishop the authorization to continue to enjoy this faculty. 

Art. 7. The Congregation for Divine Worship and the Discipline of the Sacraments and the 

Congregation for Institutes of Consecrated Life and Societies of Apostolic Life, for matters of 

their particular competence, exercise the authority of the Holy See with respect to the 

observance of these provisions. 

Art. 8. Previous norms, instructions, permissions, and customs that do not conform to the 

provisions of the present Motu Proprio are abrogated. 

Everything that I have declared in this Apostolic Letter I order to be observed in all its parts, 

anything else to the contrary notwithstanding, even if worthy of particular mention, and I 

establish that it be promulgated by way of publication in “L’Osservatore Romano”, entering 

immediately in force and, subsequently, that it be published in the official Commentary of the 

Holy See, Acta Apostolicae Sedis. 

Given at Rome, at Saint John Lateran, on 16 July 2021, the liturgical Memorial of Our Lady 

of Mount Carmel, in the ninth year of Our Pontificate. 

FRANCIS 

 


