
A message to all parishioners of St Brendan’s Parish 

14th January 2022 

 

Bishop Toal has allowed Fr. Ness to withdraw from ministry in our parish with effect  from 

28th January so that he can give his full attention to his son, Paul and his daughter, Katrina 

and their six children, and be available to them as parents and grandparents routinely within 

their own families. This is impossible while being fully committed to priestly ministry in a 

parish, a Primary School and in active chaplaincy in a High School.  

It inevitably has told on health and has led to his present level of illness , which hopefully 

will be remedied in early course.  

Fr. Kieran Hamilton has been appointed to serve as Parish Priest in our parish with effect 

from 28th January. Let us all come together in prayer for our community that the Holy Spirit 

will continue to direct it to announce the Gospel of Jesus in all we say and do. May this draw 

all of our parishioners to understand the importance of their individual active and consistent 

participation in our spiritual, sacramental and pastoral life in Muirhouse and above all 

looking to both the present and the future of St. Brendan's, the  participation of their 

children of all ages.  

 

Let every family and individual in St. Brendan's resolve to be present at Mass on either 29th 

or 30th January to welcome Fr. Hamilton into our parish family. 

 

Bishop Toal has for the time being allowed Fr. Ness to retain his faculties, his entitlement 

under Canon Law, to serve the Church as a priest. In this aspect of life in the Church, he has 

not retired as a priest but rather he has undertaken not to exercise those sacramental 

faculties again without the express permission of the bishop. He thanks Bishop Toal for his 

trust and confidence in him as a priest and he thanks the many parishioners in St. Brendan's 

who have given him as a priest in their service, their trust as well as courtesy, great favour 

and deep affection. 


