
     

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Ordinary Season in St. Brendan’s.              Sacraments for our children.  

• Here we consider how we can best serve the community through the preparation of children for the 

celebration of Baptism, Reconciliation, Eucharist and Confirmation.  

                                                                                                                                                                                         

FIRST THINGS FIRST: This has justifiably been spoken and written about many times recently by Fr. Ness.                                                                                                                                                                                                

Bishop Toal has instructed me that whatever I do in our church, keeping things safe for all is the priority. 

 

• Keeping children safe has needed the involvement of many people acting courteously with authority from the priest.                                                                                                                                                                          

THANK YOU to the stewards whose commitment to Jesus Christ has been shown in their service of our community.                                                                                                                                                                  

THANK YOU to Jim O’Hare for taking the role of Parish Coordinator, for the hours spent not only in working in our 

building but also in liaising with Bill McMillan the Diocesan Coordinator, to ensure that we are complying fully with 

the Instructions issued and revised by the Bishops Conference of Scotland.                                                                                                                       

THANK YOU to Kathleen Cosgrove for the energy and organisation brought to coordinating the ministry of the 

stewards and for working along with Lynne Kellas in establishing participation at our four Sabbath Day Masses and in 

trying to ensure through endless hours of telephone contact with parishioners and by holding in place a waiting list of 

parishioners, that when the church has been open there has been as full participation as possible on each Sabbath Day. 

• THANK YOU to those parishioners who have trusted this community while attending Mass and other Services and have 

accepted [largely] with good grace, the restriction on free movement while they are in and around the church.   

• Please take care of our system for attending weekend Masses. If you cannot attend, please give notice asap. 

• If you invite family or friends to any liturgy such as Sacraments for your child, please explain that they must 

comply with the system established by our community for their safety even if it is different from their own parish. 

• Please consider joining the Stewards. Understandably, some are now unable to commit to the same hours 

through restored full-time working. The desire for family contact also calls on their time. There have been many and 

varied requests for help by the priest from our stewards and they have willingly and fruitfully answered all of them. 

• Baptism: last Sunday PM the family of the infant Theo Thomas Savage, the son of Johncraig Savage and Gemma 

[Whitton] Savage gathered to celebrate his baptism. Baptisms can now be celebrated separately from Mass with a limit 

of fifty persons present. We look forward to welcoming Theo Thomas to our parish family at Mass with his family. 

• P3 Baptism: three children from the P3 class in the Primary School will begin the preparation for baptism. Given their 

age, they will be involved in this leading to the celebration of this Sacrament either on their own or with the P3 children 

in March 2022. Training will follow the programme written for this Diocese by Fr. Nolan [now bishop] and Fr. Stephen 

Reilly. It will begin in August. Any family with children already at school but not yet baptised, are invited to contact Fr. 

Ness to join the three children in their preparation for baptism.  

• THANK YOU to the P3 children for the energy they gave with help from their parents and whole family and their 

teachers for the celebration of the Sacrament of Reconciliation last Tuesday evening. A special mention for Ellen’s mum, 

[the girl in the pink dress who was famous for lighting the Advent Candles last vear], for speaking with and leading 

Sophie’s mum, Catherine, to enter into the perfect preparation for this Sacrament   -   participating with Sophie and 

with Sophie’s gran – three generations -  at Sunday Mass.  A Sacrament is a gift offered freely by God to nourish 

our spiritual life. It must be treasured. The grace of each Sacrament will be fruitful in our life. 

• P4 children looking forward when in P5 to First Holy Communion on 2nd October: last Saturday you would 

ordinarily have had your First Holy Communion Morning Mass. The parish family cares about you and hasn’t forgotten 

about you. Your mums and dads can read with this bulletin a new insight into how we will celebrate with you in October 

the Mass we call our First Holy Communion. We will meet with them on an evening in August after the school holiday 

to consider and adopt this recommendation even if there is no longer any restriction in the numbers who can come to 

church. From Saturday/ Sunday 12th and 13th June they can collect a Letter of Request to complete for this Sacrament. 

• For P7 children, the practices began last Wednesday with their teacher Mrs. Colton for the three Masses for 

Confirmation at 7pm on 7th, 8th and 9th June. These will continue next week when the school resumes after the holiday 

weekend. The young people bring great energy  -  the same but different from P3 children when they come into what is 

for many of them their church. They have been made aware of what has been done to prepare the church for them. 

• P6 children preparing for Confirmation: we have not forgotten about your preparation. Those who have written a 

Letter of Request for this Sacrament later this year will be invited to a meeting in August to set the date for it.  

      

 

St. Brendan’s Church    – the place of worship and Sacraments for families.                                                           

The children in P7: 

• Forty-six children have requested the Sacrament of Confirmation. This is an increase of one from last 

week and that is Angel Adaze Iyabor, daughter of Dickson Adaze Iyabor and Anna Edomkionyi who 

have very recently moved into Grange tower with their five daughters. Anna came to Mass on Friday 

with her youngest daughter, Elina and we welcomed them into the parish family.  

• All of the young people have the booklet to let them participate in our Faith Friends programme. It 

offers a sense of sharing in the community experience of this Sacrament. Whereas many children have a 

deep knowledge of their faith and of religion, some do not have a consistent experience of the high point 

of our faith which is the celebration of the Sunday Eucharist in their own parish. In 2019 the Faith 

Friends programme did provide the young people in P6 and P7 with that experience on six Sundays. 

Bishop Toal has reminded every priest despite or even more because of the circumstances of the 

pandemic, to find a way to lead the Confirmandi into the experience of the Church. Faith Friends done 

at home with parents is one element of our response. Mass next Sunday with the bishop is another.  

• The young people have been asked to complete the Faith Friends programme -   and also the School’s 

Catechetical programme   - so that their celebration of the Sacrament on their appointed evening will be 

supported by their experience of the Church. Their parents will remember being invited at our meeting 

in the church to willingly take the part of the Parish Liturgy Leaders from 2019 in completing the 

programme in their home. In 2019 many parishioners had led the Confirmandi in discussions in groups 

of three or four after Mass on each of four Sundays for about forty-five minutes.  

• Fr Ness will have a sense of the level of experience of the Confirmandi with the Church through this 

parish if the Faith Friends booklets can be returned to him by next Sunday. Many of the young people 

have already arranged with their families to participate at Mass with Bishop Toal on that day either at 

10.30AM or at 2pm and so they can bring the booklet with them or deliver it to the chapel house. 

• The parish has bought for the young people at the School the Diocesan booklets which are used in the 

Class for catechesis [teaching] of Sacraments. This underlines our parish family’s care for and interest 

in the young people and our earnest desire that each one participates in our spiritual life.   

• The Sacred Congregation for Divine Worship has imposed this duty on all priests: One of the highest 

responsibilities of the people of God is to prepare the baptised for confirmation. Priests have the special 

responsibility to see that all the baptised reach the completion of Christian initiation and therefore that they 

are carefully prepared for confirmation.    

• The Congregation also explains the role of parents the initiation of children into the sacramental life is 

ordinarily the responsibility and concern of Christian parents. With the help of Catechism [teaching 

classes] through the school, the parents are to prepare their child for the fruitful reception of the sacrament 

of confirmation. If any parent feels they have not been able to help their child in the way intended and 

expected of them, please make contact with Fr. Ness to see what he might do to assist. 

• Especially families of P7 who had not been able to participate at Mass in this Parish during the period 

of Lockdown, the bishop invites them to participate at Mass NEXT Sunday at 2pm when he will preside. 

The bishop was delighted when we immediately took up his offer to celebrate Mass here prior to 

Confirmation next week. He comes hoping and expecting to see all of the P7 children and their families. 

• Families can reserve a place at this Mass through contacting Lynne or Kathleen until 12 noon on 

Thursday 4th June. After that, the opportunity to take the remaining places with the bishop at that Mass 

will be available to all parishioners. 

• The Sacrament of Confirmation is conferred by the celebrant [Fr. Ness on this unique occasion] 

ANOINTING the Confirmandi with the Oil of Chrism on the forehead and through SAYING the words 

BE SEALED WITH THE GIFT OF THE HOLY SPIRIT.  The laying of hands over the Confirmandi 

carried out with the express prayer [of the Church] spoken before the anointing, is still to be regarded as 

very important, even if it is not of the essence of the Sacramental Rite.                

• As regards the three Masses for Confirmation, The HT of the School has divided the children into three 

groups and prepared a seating plan focusing on the child and the sponsor which Jim O’Hare as Parish 

coordinator acting for Fr. Ness and assisted by the stewards, will do his best to implement. This will 

need all families to accept where they can be accommodated in the remaining available seating.  

• Be assured that Fr. Ness understands the desire of each family to experience the celebration of their 

child’s Sacrament as fully as possible, but the demands of social distancing limit the available space.  

• Any issues around the seating of families should be raised with Fr. Ness well in advance of the beginning 

of Mass. The celebration of this Sacrament will be a unique and once only experience for him in taking 

the ministry normally reserved to a bishop, it is and will be spiritually very demanding at each Mass.  

 

 



PRAYER INTENTION REQUESTS FROM PARISHIONERS:                                                                                                                                        

those who died recently: Elizabeth Doyle; Jim Corr; Cathy Byres. 

those whose Month Mind or Anniversary occurs about now: Gerry Lynch; Henry Douglas; Ann McAleavy; 

Sadie Smith [Yoker, mother of Josie Smith (19th)]; Thomas Whitton [19th]; Annie Halligan and Harry Coady.  

THE YEAR OF THE FAMILY 2021                    LIFE IS PARTICIPATION IN COMMUNITY. 

Congratulations and Happy 103rd Birthday: Mrs. Susan Laird. Susan is our oldest parishioner! 

The Piety Stall: is still set out in the Hall. Access to it is available after the four Masses on Saturday and Sunday. 

Evelyn and Elspeth have the monthly supply of My Day by Day Scripture booklets for June and July and the 

Magnificat booklet for June in the Stall. You can follow the daily readings for Mass in the parish using one or 

both booklets, and this practice is to be encouraged in all our parishioners not only those attending Mass.   

The story of Emma Jane and the parish’s RCIA programme 2021-22: as we reported last week the RCIA 

programme will begin for Emma in late August and will continue by meetings held weekly through to Easter 2022. An 

Inquiry Evening will be announced to introduce the programme. Any adult [16 years +] considering joining Emma in 

the Rite should make this known to Fr. Ness in advance of the Inquiry Evening.   

St. Brendan: the parishioners in Yoker were consoled to be prayed for at Mass celebrated here last Monday in our 

appreciation of all that has been offered from them to us in sharing the benefit of their spirituality and generosity of 

spirit. This continues through them preparing at our request a laminated prayer card to be given to each young person 

celebrating Confirmation next week together with a replica of the papal Cross formed and worn by Pope Francis.  

Prayer Partners: from our spirituality we will offer prayers for the forty six young children who will be confirmed 

next week. The photographs of all the children will be on display from Tuesday at the rear wall of the church. Let us 

take up the ministry of praying for each one. If you will do this, please give your name to one of the stewards who will 

allocate this to one young person and give you that person’s name. If you have a preference, please make this known to 

the steward. Social distancing prevents parishioners being able to gather to view the photographs and sign up as before.  

Memorial Service: this Thursday evening at the request of Donna Black, a parishioner and mum of young Ryan 

whom we have missed from Mass since the first Lockdown, we will lead a Service of Scripture and Prayer for her late 

father-in- law, Alex Black who died recently. Members of Alex’s family including Anne his sister will attend this 

Service with Alex’s son David, Donna’s husband. Alex lived in British Columbia, Canada and his widow Petra and 

friends there will follow with deep gratitude our Service online.   

The Diocesan special collection last week for Sick and Retired Priests: in 2020, the costs to the Diocese for 

the care of sick and retired priests was in excess of £305K. Over the years this will have included the care of our 

former parish priests Fr. Kean, Fr. (then Canon) Carey, Canon Ashe and Canon Boyd. The deficit after allowing for the 

proceeds of the annual collection is unsustainable for the Diocese. Our collection last weekend amounted to £531.42. 

Donations can be made using the Payacharity online portal on the cover page of the diocesan website. The options 

provided on that portal include Sick and Retired Priests. We will retain our donation for this year until next 

Sunday when the bishop will celebrate Mass and include any additional funds given in the course of this week.   

                                                                                                                                                                                                       

The construction of the platform and ramp: Viridor Credits Steering Group for Scotland decided last Thursday 

to award us a Grant of £5000 in response to our request for £6,700. Prater Contracts can now be formally instructed to 

begin the construction work. The Grant is paid out on completion, to include the ornamental Guard Rail supplied and 

installed by Belhaven Engineering. This is a good outcome to our application for the maximum available Grant .   

                                                                        

          

      

       

  

 

Trinity Sunday   -   Ninth week in Ordinary Time.                                      

Thirtieth day of May 2021.                                                                 

Liturgies for this week:   

Monday, Tuesday, Thursday and Friday: Mass at 9.30 AM   -   [streamed live on our 

Facebook page.]    

Wednesday: Mass at 7pm [Streamed live on our Facebook page]. 

Thursday at 7pm: Funeral Service for Alex Black. [Streamed live on our Facebook 

page]. 

Saturday: Vigil Mass of Sunday at 12 noon and again at 6pm.  

Sunday: Mass at 10.30AM [celebrated and presented for children with their families] 

and at 4.30pm. 

[Mass on Saturday at 6pm and Mass on Sunday at both 10.30AM and 4.30PM is streamed live 

on our Facebook page.] 

The parish’s Facebook page and Twitter feed show any changes to the schedule.                                                                                                         

                                                                                      

http://www.facebook.com/saintbrenrc





