
       

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

    

Our Pastoral and Spiritual Life. 

The Sacrament of Confirmation. 

In this Sacrament the apostles and the bishops of the Church, who are their successors, hand on to the 

baptised the special gift of the Holy Spirit promised by Christ the Lord and poured out upon the apostles at 

Pentecost. In this Sacrament the initiation into the Christian life is completed so that believers are 

strengthened by power from heaven, made true witnesses of Christ in word and deed, and bound more 

closely to the Church.                                                                                                                                                             

To make clearer “the intimate connection of this Sacrament with the whole of Christian initiation” and also 

“more suited to the understanding of the faithful [people], the celebration of this Sacrament was revised in 

August 1971. The apostles conferred the Holy Spirit through “the laying on of the hand, which anointing of 

the forehead with the oil of Chrism represents.”                                                                                                        

Now since August 1971 Confirmation is conferred through the anointing with the Oil of Chrism on the 

forehead, which is done by the laying on of the bishop’s hand and through speaking aloud the words:       

“BE SEALED WITH THE GIFT OF THE HOLY SPIRIT.”     

The Anglican priest and poet, Macolm Guite provides a perfect expression in his book My Theology, to our 

Christian faith:                                                                                                                                                                                                          
In the deepest sense my Christian faith is not strictly speaking mine, but is really something given [to me], something 

willingly received, treasured and responded to [by me]. The response is mine but the faith itself is a sheer gift [to me], 

something neither I, nor all of humanity, could have imagined for ourselves, but a mystery, revealed uniquely in the 

coming of Jesus Christ, in his Incarnation [becoming man, born of the Virgin Mary by the power of the Holy Spirit], 

Death and Resurrection, a mystery which calls forth and kindles our powers of reason and imagination, for both of 

these are necessary if we are to explore and understand our faith.  

On Thursday evening at 7pm Bishop Toal will administer the Sacrament of Confirmation to thirty of the young 

people of St. Brendan’s who are in P7. Year by year he has requested that the priests of the Diocese improve the 

quality of preparation for each of the Sacraments but especially the Sacrament of Confirmation, which he himself 

celebrates. Preparation for this Sacrament takes shape at home with the families coming together to pray, in the primary 

school through the staff showing an example of Christian living as well as providing well informed teaching on the 

Sacrament and here in the Parish it takes place in these ways: 

• First and foremost, by participation at Mass with the community during the period of six weeks prior to the 

celebration of the Sacrament. 

• By participation in the Faith Friends programme over four weeks which is presented by parishioners leading the 

young people in conversation using the content of the workbook. We thank those parishioners who have once 

again delivered this programme, in particular Matthew of fourth year at OLHS.      

• The fourth and final part of the programme will be presented today after 10.30AM Mass.  The several children 

who have still to complete the content for the third week will combine this today with week four so that everyone 

will have completed the programme in time for Thursday. We recognise the commitment of the young people in 

fulfilling the undertaking they gave to complete this programme, fully supported by their families.  

• The parish will present to each pupil at the end of Mass on Thursday a laminated Certificate of Confirmation 

showing their own name and the saint’s name they have chosen for Confirmation. Overall, the most popular 

name chosen is that of Saint Bernadette. Each pupil will also receive a framed prayer credited to Mother Teresa. 

• The presence here at Mass each Sunday morning of twenty-one of the young people has been a powerfully visible 

symbol of our Sacramental preparation, the cornerstone of engagement with families in this parish. In this 

consistent engagement we see the power of God’s Holy Spirit moving in this parish.  

• In a very good way, the work on the lawns outside the church by Robert Murray and the removal of the dead 

leaves around the side entrance to provide a fitting amenity for the young people is part of our preparation.                     

The Sacrament of Confirmation   -   arrangements for the Mass on Thursday.  We ask all families who have not 

yet done so to provide Fr. Ness with the names and ‘phone numbers of those who will come to this Mass unless those 

attending with you can register using the QR system. We also ask families to take on by prior contact with Fr. Ness: the 

ministry of Reader of Sacred Scripture and the Prayers of Intercession at  the Mass on Thursday evening   AND   to 

bring the gifts to the altar in the Offertory Procession    

Dominic Smith will be at the Mass as photographer and Gordon Thomson as organist.  

 

St. Brendan’s Church, our parish family   -   young and not quite so young.                                                                                                        

Several students from S6 at OLHS and four teachers, - Mrs Smith, Mr. Kerr, Mrs. Maguire and Miss McGhee  -  
will mark the end of Catholic Education Week by joining us for 10.30AM Mass today.  Niamh McAleavey one of 
our parishioners, will speak about life in the High School and the Prayers of Intercession will bring the week to 
a close.  The P7 pupils in their final year at Primary School and the S6 students in the final year at High School 
will come together in the church. In seven months, P7 from St. Brendan’s will become S1 at OLHS and within 
the blink of an eye, S1 will become S6 and those young people will have become young adults.   

Altar Servers: last Sunday at 10.30AM Mass we welcomed four of the children in P5  -  Kadee Rose, Sophie, 

Ailah and Michael -  who had celebrated First Holy Communion on 2nd October, to serve at the altar for the first 

time along with Eilidh, the sister of Harris from P5 [who regularly opens and closes our Prayers of Intercession] 

and Olivia now in S1,[the sister of Michael]. Lucy Kellas from S2 [now wearing a black soutane and white] acted 

as the MC and Zoe her sister also from P5 will take over from Lucy the ministry of reader at this Mass along with 

Richard, her grandfather, who also serves as hall keeper and as part of the group who clean the church each week.                                                                                                                                                                          

This list is never closed. The parish wants to encourage and include more and more adults, young people 

and children of all ages in all kinds of service. All children from P5 age and older who want to serve as an 

altar server or as a reader should come to Fr. Ness so that training can be arranged for them - as it has been 

during the last three years. We thank Olivia and Lucy for caring about and guiding the new altar servers 

and we thank Lucy of P6 for leading the music ministry with her mum and dad at the Saturday Vigil.   

RCIA -  The Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults: Hope Sinclair was introduced to the community at Mass last 

Sunday along with infant Ruaridh McGuire. Hope then began her journey to membership of the Church through 

the Sacrament of Confirmation at the Easter Vigil next year. Anne Therese will be Hope’s Faith Friend at the 

sessions each Sunday at 2pm. From next Sunday a parishioner will be able to join Hope and share their own 

experience of one of the topics of our faith - such as prayer, not as an expert but as fellow pilgrims on a life-long 

journey. If this attracts you, please make this known to Fr. Ness so that you may select from the range of topics.   

Our Annual Memorial Mass: will be celebrated next Saturday, 27th November at 12 noon for those 

whose funeral was arranged here in the period between 1st November 2020 and 31st October 2021. Families 

who have suffered a bereavement elsewhere in that same period, may include their loved one among those 

remembered sensitively at this Mass by making that person’s name known to Fr. Ness by next Thursday.   

The November Lists: completed Lists are displayed at the Shrine of the Pieta in front of the altar. Every 

Mass celebrated in the parish during this month is offered for the eternal rest of those whose names are 

recorded on the Lists. No donation or stipend is necessary. We want to maintain the practice of praying for 

the deceased loved ones of our parishioners. During this week we were asked to pray for Alan Dick and 

Johnnie Patterson who had died recently. Neither Alan nor Johnnie are Catholic, but it has been a great 

consolation for their families to know that in this parish we have prayed for them at Mass. 

The Census recorded 265 people had participated at Mass on the weekend of 6th/7th November. Given that 

total number of parishioners participating at Mass, Bishop Toal may now wish us to revert to celebrating 

two Masses on Sunday. That was his instruction in February 2019. Please see this report about the meeting 

of the Synodal Group on Friday evening when this matter was considered:                                                     

1. The group think it very appropriate that through the synodal process it will be possible for parishioners 

to help set the parameters for living out our faith. Gail Murphy, who is not a Catholic, will attend as an 

observer at the five meetings of the group which will be held between now and the end of March. 

2. Please read the leaflet insert and prayer which explains the procedure of each meeting. 

3. The Group considered and then completed the method of Prayer which leads into the Synodal process.  

4. The Group considered what impact there will be, if any, of re-introducing in this parish the obligation 

to attend at Mass. There has been a reduction of approximately one third in those participating here. 

The number [of families] now participating does not justify having three Mass times but there are now 

three communities formed around those Mass times and we should nourish and support all three.    

5. The Group will meet again next Friday to consider and decide the number and the time of Masses at 

Christmas and further consider the age range for next year for First Reconciliation and Eucharist. 

Bishop Toal has allowed each parish to set P4 and P5 for these Sacraments instead of P3 and P4.       

 

  



PRAYER INTENTION REQUESTS FROM PARISHIONERS:                                                                                                                                        

those who have died recently: Alan Dick [EK]; Johnnie Patterson. 

those whose Month Mind or Anniversary occur about now: Cathie Kerr [2nd] 

OUR COMMUNITY 

PARISH DATES TO REMEMBER IN NOVEMBER:                                                                                                                                                

Next Saturday, 27th  November: 12 Noon Annual Memorial Mass.                                                                                                      

Next Sunday 28th November: First Sunday in Advent: Advent Prayers on line at 9PM and period of Meditation.                                                                                

29th November to 3rd December: Fr. Ness with his daughter and her family in Germany for “Christmas” visit.  

The Holy Ghost Fathers [Spiritans]: provided a priest for Mass on three days last week and will provide a priest 

for us again the week after next in the second absence of Fr. Ness. To show our appreciation of their help to us 

and to support them financially, please purchase a book of their raffle tickets which are at the stall. 

The Stall: for Confirmation and for Christmas. Spiritually, the Redemptorist Order has once again excelled in their 

range of Christmas items. For children: 7-12 years old Celebrate Advent 2021; God’s Brilliantly Big Creation 

Story; Lessons from Pope Francis for children; My Day by Day for Infants; My Day by Day for Juniors.                                                              

For families: Pope Francis: Little Book of Wisdom and his Little Book of Compassion; Sacred Space  -  Advent & 

Christmas by Irish Jesuits; The fullness of Time: Advent Devotions by Henri Nouwen; Together We Wait  -  Advent 

Prayers for Families. Illustrated Diary  -  Through 2022 with the Saints;      

Covid 19 infection: Golden Rules to keep everyone safe:                                                                                

Continuing to engage with Test and Protect and self-isolate when symptomatic or have tested positive.                                                                                                                    

Maintaining good hand hygiene   -   everyone should sanitise their hands on entering and leaving the Church.  

Continued practising of respiratory hygiene and cough etiquette.                                                                                                    

Wearing face coverings. It is mandatory in Scotland in public places such as places of worship.                                              

Ensuring ventilation during Masses and between Masses to enable a stream of fresh air to pass through the building.  

VENTILATION, VENTILATION, VENTILATION, VENTILATION.                                                                                                                                           

Continuing to keep a register of those who go to the same Mass on Sundays or weekdays each week.                     

Every visitor to the parish should be asked to leave their details or use the QR code which should be displayed in 

every parish.                                                                                                                                                                                        

The church car park: work will begin within the next three weeks, possibly even the next two weeks and will take 

three days to complete. We must arrange and pay for the re-surfaced open space to be white lined with spaces for 

parking and to show the flow of traffic into, around and out of the area. Belhaven Engineering will build new gates for 

both the car park and for the pathway leading from the junction of Barons Road and Muirhouse Road into the main 

entrance of the church to safeguard the property. Many people use the car park who have no connection with the 

parish. Please therefore publicise by every available media the information given here. The synodal group will decide 

how the use of the car park is to be managed for the maximum long term benefit of the whole community once this 

work has been completed. Please consider how we should respond to the great generosity of the Contractors which 

is given to us because the owner of this business loves the Roman Catholic Church and wants to assist her mission 

and ministry in St. Brendan’s and everywhere he can in the world through encouraging donations to SCIAF.           

 

    

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

The Feast of Christ the King and the Thirty fourth and 

last Sunday of the Liturgical Year of the Church.                                                         

Twenty-fifth day of November 2021.   

Liturgies for this week:   
 
Mass at 9.30AM from Monday through to Friday – [see below for Saturday Mass] 

Thursday at 7pm: Mass for administration of the Sacrament of Confirmation.   

Saturday at 12 noon: Annual Memorial Mass.  [Morning Mass at 9.30 conjoined]   

Saturday: Vigil Mass of Sunday is at 5pm.                                                                                                                                               

Sunday: Mass at 10.30AM [celebrated and presented for children with their families] 

and at 4.30pm.                                                                                                                                                                      

[Mass on Sunday at both 10.30AM and 4.30PM is streamed live on our Facebook page.] 

 

The parish’s Facebook page and Twitter feed show any changes to the schedule.                                                                                                         

                                                                                      

http://www.facebook.com/saintbrenrc

