
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Our sacramental, spiritual and pastoral life in St. Brendan’s. The Response to the Psalm 

today: “With the Lord there is mercy and fullness of redemption”   How appropriate this expression 

is once again in God’s Providence  to keep in the forefront of our minds.                                                 

Some thoughts for today   -    in no particular order: 

Presence at Mass. Bishop Toal agreed that we could have on person at Mass each day to symbolize  -  an important 

word very different Sacramentally from the word “sign”  -  the presence of you  -   the people of the parish. Every Mass 

has started with this declaration  -   the symbolic presence of the community, in the Assembly. Nothing is more 

important. 

The lack of altar servers. Mass without the children of the parish visible and participating through the presence and 

vitality of the young boys and girls who serve at the parish Mass in the morning and afternoon of each Sunday is a 

markedly different experience. This is a testament to the families of the parish   -   these are representative of your 

children. They come from your homes. They don’t have what they offer by chance. Their qualities don’t grow on trees.  

The future of the parish - more than ever it is in the hands of the people of St. Brendan’s  -   where it should always 

have been and will always be. If it doesn’t survive this long period of closure, if the community melts away and loses 

interest, if Sunday Mass and daily Mass loses its relevance and importance for the people of Muirhouse, this won’t be the 

responsibility of the bishop or of any priest. It won’t be your responsibility but it will be of the person standing next to 

you.  The Church won’t fail because it is divine, it is the Church of Jesus Christ and was founded by him  -  it is One, it is 

Holy, it is Universal [Catholic] and it is Apostolic [founded on Peter and the apostles in unbroken succession to the pope 

and the bishops including our bishop, but the people in any one parish may fail to see the truth of the Gospel lived out 

sacramentally in the community. Please don’t take offence, but do take note.                                                                     

Just some of the bishop’s many instructions to priests in this Diocese: It will be very important that the people 

are well nourished by the Word of God and the preaching of the priest in all Masses that are broadcast. I ask you to be very 

attentive to this aspect of your ministry, at all Daily Masses as well as Sundays. It is important also that prayers are offered 

during Mass, in the Prayer of the Faithful, for all suffering from the virus, those caring for them, those making the vital decisions, 

and all of us at this difficult time. I give permission to seek Our Lady’s intercession in the prayers also. You may wish to add 

additional devotional prayers after Mass or let people know at what other times they will be offered live. 

On Sunday Mornings, and perhaps on other days, something for children could be broadcast from the church, either by the priest, 

a deacon, or a catechist. I am thinking in particular of the Children’s Liturgy of the Word on Sunday, with the Gospel being read and 

explained for children and some prayers offered which they are encouraged to join in with, and an activity to be done at home. I 

am sure there are some who could do this very well and it would be a good way of keeping in touch with children. 

The matter of priests visiting the sick and dying to administer the sacraments in hospitals and at home has been much in my 

thoughts in recent days, I have found guidance this week in the instructions offered by the Apostolic Penitentiary on how to 

spiritually  live through serious illness and possibly death without the consolation of the sacraments. 

The Note on the Sacrament of Reconciliation in the Current Pandemic says: “Where the individual faithful find 

themselves in the painful impossibility of receiving sacramental absolution, it should be remembered that perfect 

contrition, coming from the love of God, beloved above all things, expressed by a sincere request for forgiveness (that which 

the penitent is at present able to express) and accompanied by votum confessionis, that is, by the firm resolution to have 

recourse as soon as possible, to sacramental confession, obtains forgiveness of sins, even mortal ones (cf. CCC, no. 1452).” 

Then the Decree on the Granting of Special Indulgences to the Faithful in the Current Pandemic says: “The Church prays 

for those who find themselves unable to receive the Sacrament of the Sick and of the Viaticum, entrusting each and 

everyone to Divine Mercy by virtue of the Communion of Saints and granting the faithful a Plenary Indulgence on the point 

of death, provided they are duly disposed and have recited a few prayers during their lifetime (in this case the Church 

makes up for the three usual conditions required). For the attainment of this indulgence, the use of the crucifix or the cross 

is recommended.” 
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PARISH   AND   PARISHIONERS. 

We will continue to publish a bulletin each week to keep everyone informed of how Lent 

will be concluded and Easter will be celebrated in this parish and thoughout Scotland. 

Please connect to the parish on all our social media to be up to date.  

Decree of Congregation for Divine Worship and Discipline of the Sacraments   

Celebration of the Paschal Triduum 

1. The date of Easter cannot be transferred. [It is celebrated in line with the Hebrew religious 
Festival of Passover which is a moveable date in the Jewish calendar] 

2. The Chrism Mass will not be celebrated on Holy Thursday morning but at a later date  -  
perhaps as late as August 4th   -   Feast of St. John Vianney. 

3. Parishioners should be made aware of the times when the Paschal Triduum will be 
celebrated so they can be united in prayer with the bishop/parish priest. This can be 

accessed in our parish from our social media platforms all as directed by the Conference of 
Bishops in Scotland. The Conference and our bishop will offer support to the faithful for 
family and personal prayer. 

4. On Holy Thursday the priest in a parish should celebrate the Mass of the Lord’s Supper even 
without people. No washing of the feet. No procession of the Blessed Sacrament to an Altar 
of Repose and the Blessed Sacrament should be kept in the Tabernacle.  

5. On Good Friday an additional prayer should be offered in the general intercessions after the 
Passion for the sick, the deceased, carers, etc. due to the corona virus outbreak. 

6. At Easter Vigil, light a candle and sing the Exultet   -   no fire, no procession. For Liturgy of 
Baptism renewal of baptismal promises only. Those who cannot join in the celebration are 

invited to recite the set Office of Readings from the Breviary. 

Instructions for Jewish people for the same period  -  the Passover Festival. 

Please always be aware that Jesus was a Jew. [He wasn’t a Catholic.] 

Passover: This Seder night 2020 will be very different  -    just like our Easter Triduum 
 

For millions of Jews the most important religious festival of the year will have to be a pared-down affair. Last April, Sam and 

Ruth Borin marked the start of the Jewish festival of Pesach, or Passover, with the rabbi who had conducted their wedding. 

Friends and members of the rabbi’s extended family crowded round the table for the traditional Seder feast, served on the first 

night of the Passover holiday.  

By tradition, the youngest person present starts the ritual by asking four questions, which are the cue for the maggid, the 

telling of the story of the Jews’ exodus from slavery in Egypt. Among the foods consumed over a long evening of eating, 

singing and reading aloud are dry matzo biscuits, vegetables dipped in salt water (to represent tears), and bitter herbs. 

This year, instead of vast gatherings of family and friends, many Seder feasts will be held at tables for four, two or even one. 

“It will just be me and my wife this year,” said Sam “It will feel very weird. Passover begins this year on 8 April. “We will 

have a chance to buy matzo.” Many accept that they may not be able to source traditional Passover foods such as gefilte fish 

and matzo ball soup. Circumstances have led the London Beth Din, or religious court, to issue a list of products not made 

under special supervision that Jews will be permitted to eat. 

The “kosher for Passover” label appears on many foodstuffs in Jewish groceries and delis, indicating that a product has met 

the strict requirements of the eight-day festival. Chametz – any product made from grains that have come into contact with 

water and been allowed to ferment – is forbidden. Rabbi Jeremy Conway, of the kashrut division London Beth Din, said: We 

already know why this Seder night will be different from all other nights, and this Pesach unlike any other. The kashrut 

division has been working to support kosher shops and manufacturers, as well as to put together new guidelines just for this 

Pesach, for those without access to fully supervised products. Orthodox rabbis in Jerusalem have given special dispensation 

for people to use Zoom video conferencing on Seder night to connect with one another “to remove the sadness from seniors 

and the elderly and to give them motivation to keep fighting”. 

 

 

                                                                                                 



PRAYER INTENTION REQUESTS FROM PARISHIONERS:                                                                                                                                         

those who have died recently: Mrs. Jackie Donnelly; Dennis Twaddle; Catherine Hamilton 

those whose Anniversary or Month Mind Remembrance occurs about now: John and Agnes Dobbin;      

Gerry Lynch. 

In the Piety Stall: many materials for spiritual growth. These are now available free of charge. Contact Fr. 

Ness on ojness@hotmail.com if you would like to arrange to collect one or more of them.                                                                                                                                                                             

A Word for Lent by Fr. Denis McBride and Sister Janet Fearns.                                                                                                   

The Lenten Extra magazine.  The Magnificat booklet contains the prayers and readings for daily Mass plus the 

Breviary Prayers and meditations for each day and information on the life of the saint of the day AND                                                                            

the Sacred Heart Messenger written by Jesuits has prayers, reflections on scripture and meditations for Lent. 

Death of Jackie Donnelly: it is very sad learn of the death of Jackie after a long period of illness. The 

parish offers our help in every and any way to her husband especially in the spiritual care of his three 

children and our willingness to share in this experience in any way we can as a community involved 

pastorally, spiritually and socially in both Schools ; and                                                                                        

the death of Catherine Hamilton: an aunt of Fr. King who for many years since the time of Fr. King 

here has served the parish well in its financial administration. She completed the Annual Financial 

Statement for the Diocese which became the basis for the Summary given out to parishioners 

The visits by Eucharistic Ministers to those who are sick or confined to the house  -  we empathise with   -  

all who are affected by this being discontinued, both those at home and also the ministers who with great love 

and commitment serve them in the name of the Lord.                                                                                                                 

Families with a relative confined to the house and anyone living alone should note that if they wish the 

Sacrament of the Sick or wish a visit from Fr. Ness this can be arranged by a telephone call to the chapel house. 

He will be very happy to visit and to do so in line with the current health advice.                                                               

The parish’s Children’s Liturgy programme: we wish to preserve the solid foundation which the parish and 

the families of the parish have formed through our Liturgy Team in the provision for our children of Primary 

School age. Our Twitter feed contains items for the children for today on the Scriptures and on activities to be 

done at home. Prints of these will be available at our main entrance                                                              

Sacramental Preparation for P3 and P4 children the Sacrament of Reconciliation for the P3 children has 

been postponed to a date yet to be fixed. The P4 children preparing to receive Holy Communion for the first 

time won’t be forgotten by the parish community even though a new date will have to be set for this celebration. 

SCIAF Appeal 2020: Bishop Toal has written  in support of the SCIAF Appeal:                                                                                                                                                                               

We were also to have had the SCIAF Lenten Collection. As the President of SCIAF,  I would much 

appreciate if you could encourage people to still make their donation, either through cash donations to 

the Wee Boxes [or directly by envelope delivered to the parish]  or directly by post or on line to SCIAF. 

Ecumenism: Fr. Ness and Ian Douglas of St. Margaret’s have exchanged greetings and given assurances of 

prayers shared with and for our two Christian communities in Muirhouse and the whole local community.                                                                                                                                                                

Your generosity to all things in the Church - our parish has no reserves to draw on to meet our ongoing 

expenses and so please remain committed to give your financial support in so far as your own family finances 

permit, 200 Club Renewal: by 30th April.   John Campbell thanks the 83 families who participate. He increased 

membership last year but was short of the target of 100.  The cost is £24 per year. The benefit to the parish 

income from the Club is significant. Forms for 2020 are available at our main entrance to the church. 

Gift Aid Scheme: This comes sharply into focus at this time. The simple form is available from the chapel house. 

 

   

The Fifth Sunday in Lent   -   Twenty ninth March 2020. 

Mass in our church has been celebrated behind locked doors all this week, 

but with one parishioner present to represent the community.  Bishop Toal 

ordered that all churches of the Diocese should close for visits with effect 

from last Sunday night. The celebration of Mass here can now be watched 

through “on line streaming.” Full details of this are given on the second  

inside page of this bulletin.                                                                                                                   

Each family within the parish will decide its future by the way they respond 

to the temporary closure. Our hope is that they feel that they do belong here.                                                 

SCIAF Appeal: Funds raised  will be matched by  the UK Government. Donations can be 

given on line to SCIAF or at St. Brendan’s church or by adding to your SCIAF Wee Box. 

Please be generous  -  even at this time. 
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