
 

 
On Twelfth February Pope Francis published a document called an Apostolic 

Exhortation. This means a letter of advice and encouragement written by him as 

the successor to St. Peter. He addressed it to the People of God and to all 

persons of good will at the end of a process following a three week period of 

discussion in Rome involving bishops and lay people from the Amazon region.  

 

Much has been spoken and written about this letter already and Fr. Ness has 

asked that we consider several parts of it now and then finish with the prayer to 

Our Lady, Mother of the Amazon Region which we will all receive later. 

 

 

We can link the pope’s words directly to our life in this parish in Muirhouse, 

Scotland, even though much of the letter is about life in the Amazon region of 

South America, shared by nine countries: Brazil, Bolivia, Colombia, Ecuador, 

Guyana, Peru, Surinam, Venezuela and the territory of French Guiana. It will 

help if we remember that the pope is from South America, from Argentina.  

 

Post-Synodal Apostolic Exhortation of the Holy Father 

Francis, “Querida Amazonia”, 12.02.2020  

TO THE PEOPLE OF GOD 

AND TO ALL PERSONS OF GOOD WILL. 

1. The beloved Amazon region stands before the world in all its splendour, its drama and its 

mystery. God granted us the grace of focusing on that region during the Synod held in Rome 

from 6-27 October last, which concluded by issuing its Final Document, The Amazon: New 

Paths for the Church and for an Integral Ecology. 

2. During the Synod, I listened to the presentations and read with interest the reports of the 

discussion groups. May God grant that the entire Church be enriched and challenged by 

the work of the synodal assembly. May the pastors, consecrated men and women and lay 

faithful of the Amazon region strive to apply it, and may it inspire in some way every person 

of good will. 

 

 

 

 



 

88. The priest is a sign of that head and wellspring of grace above all when he celebrates the 

Eucharist, the source and summit of the entire Christian life. When the priest is said to be a 

sign of “Christ the head”, this refers principally to the fact that Christ is the source of all 

grace That is the priest’s great power, a power that can only be received in the sacrament of 

Holy Orders. For this reason, only the priest can say: “This is my body”. There are other 

words too, that he alone can speak: “I absolve you from your sins”. Because sacramental 

forgiveness is at the service of a worthy celebration of the Eucharist. These two sacraments 

lie at the heart of the priest’s exclusive identity.
[129]

 

89. In the specific circumstances of the Amazon region, particularly in its forests and more 

remote places, a way must be found to ensure this priestly ministry. The laity can proclaim 

God’s word, teach, organize communities, celebrate certain sacraments, seek different ways 

to express popular devotion and develop the multitude of gifts that the Spirit pours out in 

their midst. But they need the celebration of the Eucharist because it “makes the Church”. We 

can even say that “no Christian community is built up which does not grow from and hinge 

on the celebration of the most holy Eucharist”. If we are truly convinced that this is the case, 

then every effort should be made to ensure that the Amazonian peoples do not lack this food 

of new life and the sacrament of forgiveness. 

99. In the Amazon region, there are communities that have long preserved and handed on the 

faith even though no priest has come their way, even for decades. This could happen because 

of the presence of strong and generous women who, undoubtedly called and prompted by the 

Holy Spirit, baptized, catechized, prayed and acted as missionaries. For centuries, women 

have kept the Church alive in those places through their remarkable devotion and deep faith. 

Some of them, speaking at the Synod, moved us profoundly by their testimony. 

100. This calls on us to broaden our vision, lest we restrict our understanding of the Church 

to her functional structures [meaning her ministries]. Doing this would lead us to believe 

that women would be granted a greater status and participation in the Church only if they 

were admitted to Holy Orders [meaning becoming deacons or priests.] But that approach 

would in fact narrow our vision; it would lead us to clericalize women, diminish the great 

value of what they have already accomplished, and subtly make their indispensable 

contribution less effective. 

101. The Lord chose to reveal his power and his love through two human faces: the face of 

his divine Son made man and the face of a creature, a woman, Mary. Women make their 

contribution to the Church in a way that is properly theirs, by making present the tender 

strength of Mary, the Mother. As a result, we do not limit ourselves to a functional approach, 

but enter instead into the inmost structure of the Church. In this way, we will fundamentally 

realize why, without women, the Church breaks down, and how many communities in the 

Amazon [and throughout the world including Muirhouse] would have collapsed, had 

women not been there to sustain them, keep them together and care for them. This shows the 

kind of power that is typically theirs. 

I will conclude this Exhortation with a few words addressed to Mary. Faced with the marvel 

of the Amazon region, which we discovered ever more fully during the preparation and 

celebration of the Synod, I consider it best to conclude this Exhortation by turning to her: 



Mother of life,  

in your maternal womb Jesus took flesh, 

the Lord of all that exists.  

Risen, he transfigured you by his light 

and made you the Queen of all creation.  

For that reason, we ask you, Mary, to 

reign  

in the beating heart of Amazonia.  

Show yourself the Mother of all creatures,  

in the beauty of the flowers, the rivers,  

the great river that courses through it 

and all the life pulsing in its forests.  

Tenderly care for this explosion of beauty.  

Ask Jesus to pour out all his love 

on the men and women who dwell there,  

that they may know how to appreciate and 

care for it.  

Bring your Son to birth in their hearts, 

so that he can shine forth in the Amazon 

region,  

in its peoples and in its cultures,  

by the light of his word,  

by his consoling love,  

by his message of fraternity and justice.  

And at every Eucharist,  

may all this awe and wonder be lifted up 

to the glory of the Father.  

Mother, look upon the poor of the Amazon 

region,  

for their home is being destroyed by petty 

interests. 

How much pain and misery,  

how much neglect and abuse there is 

in this blessed land  

overflowing with life!  

 

 

 

 

 

Touch the hearts of the powerful, 

for, even though we sense that the hour is 

late, 

you call us to save 

what is still alive.  

Mother whose heart is pierced,  

who yourself suffer in your mistreated sons 

and daughters,  

and in the wounds inflicted on nature,  

reign in the Amazon, 

together with your Son.  

Reign so that no one else can claim 

lordship 

over the handiwork of God.  

We trust in you, Mother of life.  

Do not abandon us  

in this dark hour.  

Amen.  

 

 


