
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Our sacramental, spiritual and pastoral life in St. Brendan’s. 

Recent developments in the spread and the means to control of the Coronavirus have led the Diocese 

to issue a flow of instructions regarding the celebration of Mass and many matters which relate to this 

including the distribution of Holy Communion to those who are ill and those who are confined to the house. 

We are reminded that a dispensation from participation at Mass on Sunday is given to those who are ill. For 

the present we are to continue with all Masses and liturgies as scheduled. All changes will be notified 

through the various means now open to us  -   at morning Mass in the School and in the parish, on our 

website: www.st-brendans.com and on Facebook and most immediately and easily, on our Twitter feed. 

Please connect to the parish on Twitter to be always be up to date.  

The Response to the Psalm today will be spoken and is: “O that today you would listen to his voice! 

‘Harden not your hearts.’ ”                                                                                                                                                                                                  

Hymns for 2020: We will soon introduce  Let us build a house  .   please read the words at hymn number 319  - All 

are welcome in this place.  Several people have made it known that they would wish to resume or enter into 

participation in our faith community. Let it be known that all are welcome in this place.  

Lent: PLEASE GIVE TIME TO YOUR SPIRITUAL LIFE AS WELL AS TO YOUR WORKING, SOCIAL AND FAMILY 

LIFE.  How do we evaluate or come to understand this period of human history without some fixed point of 

reference, something like a compass. That something is God’s WORD  -   Jesus Christ and his Gospel.  

Today, the Readings from Scripture at Mass include:                                                                                                        

the passage from Exodus when the people of Israel at Massah and Meribah in the desert complain and 

grumble against God and put God to the test. They did all of this though they had both seen and benefited 

from his goodness to them in leading them out of Egypt. The psalm [94] tells this same event in Hebrew song.  

The passage from Matthew’s Gospel last Sunday described the vision of the Transfiguration of Jesus 

experienced by Peter, James and John. That passage uses language adopted from two books of the Old 

Testament   -   Exodus and the Book of the prophet Daniel.  The narrative of this event is theological. Its very 

significance is not in the way the story is presented, but in how informs us about who Jesus of Nazareth is in the lead up 

to the Easter Triduum. Today the Gospel passage describes the encounter between Jesus and the Samaritan 

Woman at the Well. The theme is thirst and water just as it had been at Massah and Meribah in the desert  

Sacramental Preparation for P3 and P4 children:                                                                                                                                

The Big Hug programme has ended for all the children. Families have experienced the sacramental and pastoral 

life of this Catholic community. That is the purpose of the programme and to reinforce that the Sacraments are 

centered on the Church through this parish and not on the School. The whole staff of the School show great 

commitment to Catholic Christianity and we are grateful for this essential engagement with this parish which is given 

for the good of the children to support the parents and carers. Today most of the P3 children will come on to the 

Sanctuary after Holy Communion to sing for us one of their two special hymns learned for Thursday evening.   

The P4 children preparing to receive Holy Communion for the first time are welcomed at Mass each Sunday in the 

lead up to Easter, when they will begin the Faith Friends programme. One of the two Caritas students from OLHS, will 

be a leader in that programme each Sunday and we are very happy to affirm him in this commitment to the children.  

Lent is a time for prayer: the children in P1 & P2 have received the Infant My Day by Day for Lent. The children in 

P5 -  P6  -  P7 have received the Junior My Day by Day to keep and to use. The Sacramental preparation children 

in P3 and P4 have received a booklet Celebrate Lent.  At Easter we will provide the children during their liturgy  

with equivalent booklets -   Infant and Junior My Day by Day to maintain this benefit into the future.  

 

     

 

PARISH   AND   PARISHIONERS. 

Our liturgical Programme for the Third week of Lent. The purpose and goal of everything 

we are doing is to develop and deepen the spiritual life of the young and the old:                                                                          

Mass will be celebrated at 8.30AM  each day in the newly re-decoarated room on the third floor of the 

Primary School. This Mass is for children, staff and for members of families who can manage to come. It’s 

never too late boys and girls, and all families, to arrive at this Mass and its wonderful to see you there. 

Mass at 12.55pm each day from Monday to Friday in OLHS. We ask families to encourage the young people 

who attend the School to take up this opportunity to participate at Mass as often as possible during the remaining 

four. Visitors into the School are also welcome to attend.  

On Tuesday and Thursday of this week Fr. Ness will be engaged in the High School once again in leading First 

Year classes in presenting the Stations of the Cross which they have written and in reviewing with them  this 

whole experience. In his absence, a Liturgy of the Word will be celebrated with distribution of Holy Communion 

at 9.30AM in the church led by members of the lay liturgy group. Please support the community by your presence 

and participation. By doing this parishioners also support Fr. Ness in his chaplaincy ministry.   

• During Lent on Wednesday from 7pm until 8pm you can hear a full explanation of the gospel passage from 

the previous Sunday. The gospel passage today describes the encounter between Jesus and the Samaritan woman 

at the Well. This can’t be fully explained in the time available for a homily and Wednesday evening will let this be 

fully explained. Fr. Ness must attend a Diocesan meeting this Wednesday on “upholding the Mission of the 

Catholic School in an encouraging and supportive context” Therefore, we will move the explanation of the 

Gospel forward this week to Tuesday evening at 7pm. All are welcome to come.  

•     

• On Thursday evening at 6.30pm the children of P3 will celebrate First Reconciliation at a special liturgy 

with Fr. Ness, assisted by Fr.Daniel Rooney from St. Joseph’s in Stepps. Holy Hour will begin this Thursday 

at 8pm to allow for this. Holy Hour gives an opportunity for silent prayer in the presence of the Blessed 

Sacrament including Evening Prayer of the Church at 8.45pm. Please consider coming into the church to pray in 

silence even for ten or fifteen minutes during this hour.  

•  

• Friday at 3.15pm. Stations of the Cross in the chapel. Children and families have been invited each Friday 

during Lent to come into the church straight from both Schools - Primary and High School. Last year the Stations 

were held at 7pm. The spirituality was deep but the attendance in numbers was weak. This year the time has been 

changed to daylight on the day and time of the Crucifixion. The spirituality has been very deep but the attendance 

in numbers remains weak. Last Friday we used the very insightful and spiritual meditations on the Stations of the 

Cross which Class 1N4 of OLHS had written. Looking at what is sustainable for clergy to prepare and present 

during Lent, the Stations of the Cross won’t be included next year in the parish’s Lenten liturgical programme.  

•  

• On 6th March the children from the Primary School attended a Memorial Mass here for Mr. Gerry O’Donnell  

-  the father of Mrs. Colton from the School. Mrs Anne O’Donnell and her other daughter Mrs Cooper, both part of  

the staff at OLHS, attended this Mass. Mrs O’Donnell has written to confirm our conviction that the liturgy that 

morning had proved to be very consoling for her and her daughters, and to express their great gratitude. 

•  

• During Lent all Eucharistic Ministers and all who serve as Readers of Scripture at Mass, are asked to pray and 

consider their relationship to God and how they express this in their ministry to the community. The meeting of 

Eucharistic Ministers planned for last Tuesday was cancelled and along with the planned meeting for Readers will 

be postponed to dates which will be set after Easter. At the end of the parish’s Children’s Liturgy programmes for 

P3 and P4 children engaged in the Sacraments this year, we will invite their leaders to an evening of prayer, 

reflection, evaluation and peer supervision during June when we will plan our liturgy for the summer period.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                    
•  

• SCIAF Appeal 2020: will be taken up next Sunday. The Appeal highlights the history of violence against some 

women in the Republic of Congo, in Central Africa. The WEE BOX BIG CHANGE appeal reminds us that the 

Scottish Government will double the sum collected through this Appeal. Please take the pack prepared by 

SCIAF for their appeal this year, make up the box and use it to donate to the Appeal during Lent.               

In advance of next Sunday, please take home Bishop Toal’s letter in support to the SCIAF annual Appeal.   

 

                                                                                                                 

http://www.st-brendans.com/


PRAYER INTENTION REQUESTS FROM PARISHIONERS:                                                                                                                                         

those who have died recently: James Brady;  

those whose Anniversary or Month Mind Remembrance occurs about now: John Ness; John Boyle;         

Cathie Kerr; Betty Fagan and John Fagan. 

In the Piety Stall: many materials for spiritual growth and also Sacramentals and cards for Mass Intentions:                                                                                                                                                                            

The My Day by Day booklets for Eastertide have arrived.  A Word for Lent by Fr. Denis McBride and Sister Janet 

Fearns is a good resource for meditation and prayer in the remaining weeks of Lent. The Lenten Extra magazine 

covers the six weeks of Lent and is excellent for use by families. The Magnificat booklet contains the prayers and 

readings for daily Mass plus the Breviary Prayers and meditations for each day and information on the life of 

the saint of the day AND the Sacred Heart Messenger written by Jesuits has prayers, reflections on scripture and 

meditations for Lent. Today we distribute a very powerful excerpt from a homily given by Mgr Peter 

Magee of Galloway Diocese  -  formerly of the Vatican Service and more recently of the Scottish Marriage 

Tribunal. Please read it and see the spiritual depth in his account of a murderous incident in El Salvador    

The Church. 

Motherwell Cathedral: Day of Prayer on Saturday 4th April from 10AM until 4.30pm with the opportunity to 

celebrate the Sacrament of Reconciliation. 

A Talk with photographs from the Holy Land: the parish made a presentation to Bishop Nolan on Wednesday 

after morning Mass to show our appreciation of his commitment to us in the talk given in the previous week.   

Ecumenism: Fr. Ness and Ian Douglas of St. Margaret’s wished to arrange a joint Service to be celebrated in St. 

Margaret’s either in Holy Week or immediately after Easter. It will now be deferred to a date after Easter.  

St. Patrick’s Night Party: Friday 20th March [7-11pm] After discussion a decision has been deferred until 

Wednesday morning on whether to proceed with as planned or defer to a later date this parish social 

night/celebration in aid of HCPT. All tickets have been sold and all arrangements have been made for those who 

will attend to enjoy time together with food, refreshments, conversation and song. We will publish the 

decision on all our media outlets. Ticket holders are asked to patiently await the final decision.  

Matters of Finance. The Financial profile for 2020 issued by the Diocese revealed, as explained here last 

week, that our levy  - the sum we pay to the Diocese to assist with its running costs   -   has risen from £6000 to 

£12000. This is one item of concern among several others that are listed here:  

Your generosity: is acknowledged and is very much appreciated. Several requests have recently been 

made of this generosity and this will continue next Sunday with the SCIAF Appeal. In the coming weeks 

there may be a reduction in the numbers attending Mass on Sunday. This is where families contribute to 

the upkeep of the Parish. The collection baskets will now be at the entry to the church and won’t be 

passed around during Mass. There are no reserves to draw on to meet our ongoing expenses and  

therefore please remain committed to give your financial support by using these baskets and by making 

up the usual contribution even if circumstances cause you to be absent from Sunday Mass on occasions.                                                                                                  

200 Club Renewal: by 30th April. John Campbell thanks the 83 families who participate. He increased 

membership last year but was short of the target of 100.  The cost is £24 per year. The benefit to the 

parish income from the Club is significant. Forms for 2020 will be available from next Sunday.                                                            

Gift Aid Scheme: This comes sharply into focus at this time. Evelyn is available at the stall before and after 

Mass to explain the simple form which allows the parish to gain the full benefit of your generosity in the 

money you contribute to the Church. Please take this opportunity   -   especially this year.   

 

   

The Third Sunday in Lent. Fifteenth March 2020.               

The timetable for all Lenten Services this week is set out on the third page.  

Please make full use of the Season of Lent in its many spiritual and charitable elements.  

Thank you for your contributions to the second collection last week to help meet 

the cost of caring for those priests of the Diocese who have retired from ministry.  

Next Sunday is SCIAF Sunday. We will learn more about this today from Bishop 

Toal’s letter and from an Officer of SCIAF who will speak to us during Mass.                                                                                                                                                                                               

Mass: Sunday at 10.30am and at 4.30pm. Midweek at 9.30am.                                       

Holy Hour: this Thursday will be deferred until 8pm to allow for First 

Reconciliation Liturgy in the church at 6.30pm.  

http://www.facebook.com/saintbrenrc

