
The Parish and the Parent Council 
Priest writing to Chairperson and Head Teacher 

 
I'm writing because I won't join the meeting on line this evening but I would 
like to make several points for inclusion in the discussions of the members of 
the Council who will participate. 
 
I have been very happy from the beginning in living out to the fullest my 
relationship with you, Maura, with all the teachers and the staff of the School, 
with the children there - in short with the whole community caught up in the 
phrase St. Brendan's Primary School. I attended the meeting in the last week 
January 2018 which had been called to prepare for the three Sacraments 
although I wasn't to take up the appointment as priest in the Parish until 2nd 
February. From that date forward I have been very at ease with all that we 
have planned and implemented together. May the Holy Spirit continue to 
guide the School community to announce the Gospel of Jesus Christ to the 
families served by the School because unless we all become like little children, 
we cannot enter the Kingdom of Heaven . 
 
I have spoken with Donna and with Martin in depth about the Car Park and 
Martin produced a perfect synopsis of this for those parents who will not have 
followed the same themes explored and explained in the Parish bulletins.  
 
Jesus did not try to measure the success of his ministry to the people of Israel, 
and I don't attempt to measure the outcome of my ministry to the people of 
Muirhouse. I rely on the dictum of Mother Teresa that the task of those who 
work in the Vineyard of the Lord is to try to be faithful, not to aim to be 
successful. My regret after three years of priestly ministry in the part of the 
Vineyard of the Lord that is located in Muirhouse, is that I have not led the 
community as a whole, into a deeper and enduring sense of encounter with 
Jesus Christ. That personal sense of encounter has been the source of the 
energy and the singular motivation for my ministry here. 
 
I will meet with Fr. Hamilton later this week and I will ask and encourage him 
to apply as much time and energy as he can to establishing and maintaining a 
very close relationship and level of engagement with the School community. I 
will be able to assure him that this will be your intention in your relationship 
with him. 
 
[Fr.] Owen J. Ness. 



The community has been generous in supporting the young families of the 
Parish to guide their children into a deep spiritual and loving relationship with 
Jesus by participation in the Sacraments especially but not only through the 
willingness to give extended time to focus on the presence of the children at 
10.30AM Mass Sunday after Sunday. Sincere and grateful thanks to the many 
parishioners now with no children or young people of school age for the great 
generosity of Spirit shown in supporting the priest in the strategy he set out 
and put into effect for three years. 
 
 
The health of the spiritual life of the parish family both individually and 
collectively is the sole measure of priestly ministry. Bishop Toal made that the 
concern of everyone in February 2018 and it will remain the sole concern in 
February 2022.  
 
 
How will the parish family, especially those with children and young people 
respond under the pastoral care of Fr. Hamilton and the strategies he will 
adopt led in this in the initiatives of the Holy Spirit? Please pray for him and 
come to Mass next weekend with your children and grandchildren to welcome 
and support him if you wish to participate in his mission to this parish family.  
 
 
 
 


