
     

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Year 2020-21 in St. Brendan’s.                                                                                          

Two years ago, Bishop Toal gave the instruction that we should focus on “building up the Sunday 

worshipping community.” This phrase appeared on the front cover of the bulletin each Sunday week after 

week, as many families will recall. Our focus was placed and remains firmly placed on COMMUNITY. 

What is community? If participation in the community in St. Brendan’s, Muirhouse, is essential for the 

children and their families who want to celebrate the Sacraments here during 2021, then it would help 

them to know -  What is community. Let’s begin our answer with three stories: 

John Milligan reported last week that the family of  Fr. Denis Keane, who built this parish from nothing with 

help from many young families such as the Milligans and many older families such as the Kanes and the Fagans   

-   spiritual, emotional, material, financial, social and liturgical help   -  wish to mark the first anniversary of his 

death by printing a Memorial Card. The family had asked John to find out if the community which Fr. Keane had 

formed here, would like to have some of these cards for distribution or whether we had long ago lost sight of Fr. 

Keane. We have asked for 200 cards to distribute so that the families of today can have a visible sign/reminder 

of what it took to build the church that they enter for the Sacraments and to help them to feel that they belong here 

as they contribute to its life and vitality as the founding families did and are still doing.  

Daniel and Samantha Kennedy married one another in this church last November with twenty guests from 

family and friends [their community] and enthusiastically supported by members of the stewards of the parish, 

who include Daniel himself. Daniel reported as we went to print that Samantha and he are expecting their first 

child in August. He was very happy that Samantha’s and his joy be made known to the community of the parish. 

On Wednesday morning, the snow was cleared from all round the Barons Road entrance by Patrick, a bus driver 

from Darvel who had come through to Muirhouse for an inspection/repair of his car. With time to wait, he looked 

for the church and offered this help gratis to the community, in sharp contrast to the damage done in the previous 

week to the property of the community. 

A community is: a fellowship of people who do not hide their joys and sorrows but make them visible to each 

other in a gesture of hope. In a community we say: “Life is full of gains and losses, joys and sorrows, ups and 

downs, but we do  not need to live life alone. Nothing is sweet or easy about community. It is like a large mosaic. 

Each little piece seems so insignificant. One piece is bright red, another is cold blue, or dull green, another is 

warm purple, another is sharp yellow. Some pieces look precious, some ordinary. Some look valuable, others 

worthless. As individual pieces, we can do little with them except compare them and judge their beauty and value. 

In a community that is truly Christian, when these little stones are brought together in one big mosaic portraying 

the face of Jesus, who would ever question the significance of any one of them? If any piece is missing, the face 

of Jesus is incomplete, but together in the one mosaic each little stone is indispensable and makes a unique 

contribution to the glory of God. That’s community, a fellowship of little people who together make God visible 

to the world. [Fr. Henri J.M. Nouwen   -  Can you drink the Cup?  Ave Maria Press 1996] 

At 7pm each Saturday: to help families in our community to provide for the pastoral and spiritual growth and nourishment 

of their children through St. Brendan’s Children’s Liturgy, Fr. Ness and Margaret Dochnenko will take turns to present on 

our Facebook site a Talk for the children of Primary School age P3, P4 and P5.   

Any family from the community which has not yet requested the celebration of the Sacrament of Reconciliation or of the 

Eucharist for their child in P3 and P4, can obtain the pro forma online or get a hard copy from the basket of forms at the 

entrance to the church from Barons Road.  Any child in P6 or P7 who wishes to celebrate the Sacrament of Confirmation 

this year can obtain their Letter of Request in the same way. 

 

 

St. Brendan’s – Closure of places of worship  -  as Lent begins en route to Easter.                       
Anyone wishing to participate at Mass on any morning from Monday to Friday as representing the Parish 

Family, please enquire with Lynne or Kathleen.  Contact Lynne on 07803-314555 or by email: 

lynnekellas@icloud.com or Kathleen on 07585-225837 or at: Kathleencosgrove@btopenworld.com.                                                                            

Fr. Ness welcomes the prospect of always having one parishioner present with him for Eucharist.  

On Saturday and Sunday Fr. Ness will arrange for a cantor/reader to be present with him at all four 

Masses. Each Saturday at 9.30AM a Votive Mass to Our Lady will be celebrated and also hymns sung, as 

well as being sung during the Vigil Mass on Saturday PM and at each of the two Masses on Sunday.   

 at 9.30am and every Requiem Mass will be live streamed AND 

ALSO the Mass at 6pm on Saturday and on Sunday at 10.30AM and 4.30pm. 

Mass for families with children in primary school: Mass each Sunday at 10.30AM will be celebrated with the 

children very much in mind. At the beginning of Mass, we will speak with the children trying to engage with them 

as if they are present in the church and both at the homily and whenever possible at Prayers, we will relate what is 

said to the children.                                                                                                                                                           

Please try to gather the family by your side where you view Mass broadcast “online” and follow this Mass as if 

you are present in church together.  In this way, the preparation in the Home and in the Parish and in the 

School will proceed hand in hand this year for all three Sacraments. 

   

Lent begins on Wednesday: in both the Primary School and OLHS last year we celebrated Ash Wednesday with 

Mass and distribution of ashes here for the Primary School and during three separate Services at the High School. 

We travelled to Kilbowie at Oban for Mass in the evening and the distribution of ashes. Please gather your 

children around the screen for Mass at 9.30 on Wednesday so that we might speak directly to all age groups from 

Mass here that morning. Please encourage your children and young people at home to see this as a special time for 

prayer just as they would have done again this year in both schools through the distribution of ashes today.  

The Infant and Junior My Day by Day booklets together with the adult My Day by Day booklets for Lent are all 

available at the Baron’s Road entrance to the church together with the Children’s Liturgy sheets. Participating in 

the positive use of these resources is exercising co-responsibility with the priest for the spiritual life of you and 

of your family. 

Ash Wednesday is a day of fast and abstinence   -   that means between the age of 16 and 65 we eat only one meal 

in the day, and we do not eat meat products. Then for forty days we choose a form of self-sacrifice or self-restraint 

which mirrors the period when Jesus stayed in the wilderness and was tempted by Satan to take the easy way out 

and to please himself rather than accept and follow the will of his father. What will you do spiritually this Lent?  

SCIAF this Lent: last week with the bulletin we gave out the letter about this year’s WEE BOX APPEAL. We 

and all other parishes are being relied upon to pick up the Appeal packs and use these to save what we can during 

Lent. Forty of the Appeal packs are available at the entrance off Barons Road  to the church. 

On the Feast of St. Joseph [19th March] Pope Francis will establish the Year  of  “the Joy of Family Love” 

lasting until 22nd June 2022. We will have a special feature to celebrate family life in this parish. We will give out 

jam jars which will contain six A5 sheets of spiritual themes to think about, pray about, talk about and above all 

“do” something about. The hope is that all six sheets will have been taken out one by one and looked at and 

considered by the family group over a period of about one month. The empty jar can then be used for the practical 

purpose which the family has decided to “do” - hold spare coins to be saved for charity, used for prayer intentions. 

The replacement of the warped and split hardwood timber on both sides of the Glass Chapel partition: this 

project had been delayed from last year because of the shutdown. It will be completed before Easter.  Our hope is 

that it will be in place to greet the returning Sunday Worshipping Community when lockdown finally ends.  

Thank you: to the young family who have joined those who now pay their collection direct to the parish’s bank 

account as this secures the income which the community needs to maintain the property and our service to all. 
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PRAYER INTENTION REQUESTS FROM PARISHIONERS:                                                                                         

those who have died recently: Margaret Bronski, widow of the recently deceased Frank Bronski; Mary Gillon; 

Anne Tait [Rhyl]; Thomas Young. 

for those whose Month Mind or Anniversary occurs about now: Jim Doyle; Cathie Kerr; Mick Kerr;                                        

Brian McAlinden [3rd].  

Looking forward to next week and the start of Lent: 

The Piety Stall: Ash Wednesday is in three days’ time [17th].                                                                                              

For the spiritual journey through Lent to Easter please use the My Day by Day booklet which is available at the church 

without charge. Alternatively, the  Magnificat Mass and Prayer Book for February and March with the insert booklet 

for Holy Week is available on request at £5 per month. Elspeth and Evelyn have tried to keep the Stall stocked with 

cards and booklets as if the church were in use as normal. Please support them and the parish as you have always done 

to maintain this valuable resource in place.  

The three year cycle  - A, B, C -  for Sacred Scripture: We follow the Gospel of Mark, chapter by chapter, during 

the Ordinary Season of the Year but during Lent and Easter selected readings are presented from all four Gospels. 

From this Wednesday we will enter the Season of Lent and the passages of Scripture from the Ordinary Season will be 

interrupted from Tuesday until Monday in the middle of May. Learn to savour the Bible. The Word of God is simple 

and seeks out as its companion a heart that listens. [the late Jesuit Cardinal Carlo Martini, Archbishop of Milan.] 

After John the Baptist had been arrested Jesus went into Galilee and there, he proclaimed the Good News from God. 

The time has come, and the Kingdom of God is close at hand. Repent and believe the Good News. We all want to know 

more about good news, but study of the Good News in the Bible puts many people off. It can appear as a difficulty task 

or a chore, something to be avoided or best left to experts or scholars.  

The words of the Bible were not written by experts or scholars but by very ordinary people who could hear 

and understand the words and the words brought them hope and consolation. The people who first followed 

Jesus responded wholeheartedly to his message. The message is powerful in itself. Jesus the 

preacher/teacher became the one who is preached/taught. Then as the generation who had walked and 

talked and listened to him, the generation of apostolic witnesses, was dying off, the Jesus story was written 

down. Four Gospels  -   one Jesus.    

 The Word of God is simple and seeks out as its companion a heart that listens. 

Therefore, listening to or reading the Word of God, the Good News of Jesus Christ  could be taken up as a  

Lenten Exercise provided you have a heart that listens. In place of giving up something for Lent, please 

take this up for Lent this year. There are many resources in the parish to help you do this. 

We do not need to do a lot of work or study. Our engagement with the Bible should never become a 

burden, nor should we ever feel inadequate. All we need is, very simply, to listen. When we do this, we 

allow the word of God to befriend us, to seek us out as its companion.  

At 1pm each day the Parish spends an hour on exploring Scripture which will help to develop a heart that 

listens. This Talk can be followed on our Facebook page then or later.   

  

Sixth Sunday in the Ordinary Season in the Liturgical Year of 

the Church.                        

Fourteenth February 2021. 

 

ASH WEDNESDAY is this Wednesday! 

Liturgies during this week: 

Monday to Saturday: Mass at 9.30AM with one parishioner attending. 

Saturday at 6pm: Vigil Mass for Sunday with one parishioner attending. 

Saturday at 7pm: conversation between Margaret from the Children’s Liturgy 

Group and the children of primary school P3, P4 and P5 age group on the 

Parish’s Facebook site   -    but children of all ages can listen in too. 

Sunday: Mass at 10.30AM and 4.30pm both with one parishioner attending. 

 

The parish’s Facebook page and Twitter feed show any changes to the schedule.                                                                                                         

http://www.facebook.com/saintbrenrc

