
     

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Year 2020-21 in St. Brendan’s.  -   A focus on Evangelisation  -  for all of us.                                                                                         

Scott Hahn on the new Evangelisation  -  A Mission for the whole Church. One of the great gifts in being 
Catholic is the lack of guesswork involved. Through his Church, God has chartered out the course that leads 
to him, and as baptized believers, we just have to follow that course. True, we don’t know every step we’ll 
need to take or every obstacle we’ll encounter along the way. The journey to holiness is full of surprises. It 
includes participating in the Mass, receiving the Sacraments, being kind to our neighbour, caring for the poor, 
and respecting the dignity of the human person [from cradle to grave].  It also includes evangelizing. 
 
To help us as to serve God as evangelisers in Muirhouse, Motherwell, the Church wants to keep us 
informed. This is an extract from  the bishop’s letter this week addressed to priests and deacons. 
 
22nd February 2021 
On this the Feast of the Chair of St Peter, let us hold in our prayer our Holy Father, Pope Francis, and ask the Lord’s 
protection for him, spiritually and physically. In this year dedicated to St Joseph we seek his intercession and protection 
for Pope Francis and the Church throughout the world. 
 
In our own diocese I offer our good wishes to Fr Dominic Towey on his 75th birthday last Saturday. It is an opportunity 
to thank Fr Dominic for his dedicated service as a priest in all the parishes he has served in the Diocese.  [This includes 
St. Thomas’ Wishaw] 
 
Fr Stuart Parkes will join the Diocesan Fabric and Planning Committee on the Committee. The work of this Committee 
is vital in examining and giving approval for the works being planned in parishes. It is essential that all projects above 
£10,000 be referred to the Committee with everyone to cooperate fully with what Guy Logan requests for approval of 
works and then in the work programme itself.  [We have done all of this in respect of the new ramp for the church.]  
 
Fr Ricklan of St. Bernadette’s parish will take on the Hospital chaplaincy ministry at Wishaw Hospital from 1st March 
until the arrival of the new priest [to join Fr. Ricklan in St. Bernadette’s], who will then take on the Chaplaincy. I thank 
Fr Kieran Hamilton for his ministry in the hospital in recent months. 
 
Our Diocesan Choir is 40 years old this month, so it is fitting to congratulate them on this anniversary and express the 
Diocese’s appreciation for everything achieved through these years and the dedication and commitment offered 
through their participation in the Sacred Liturgy and in the musical performances each year. It is right to recognise 
John Pitcathley’s contribution as Choir Director from the beginning, and also Des McLean as conductor, and to offer 
them our special thanks. 
 
I wish to offer again a time for prayer for the clergy of the Diocese, to pray Vespers together – on Wednesday March 
10th, the Feast of St John Ogilvie, and on Thursday March 18th, the Vigil of the Solemnity of St Joseph. On both evenings, 
Vespers will begin at 7pm and I particularly encourage priests and deacons to join in First Vespers of St Joseph as we 
seek his intercession and protection in this year dedicated to him. 
 
I look forward to hearing the Scottish Government’s Plan for bringing Scotland out of the present lockdown. We all 
hope that it will be possible to celebrate Holy Week and Easter with some of the lay faithful. It is my hope also to 
celebrate the Mass of Chrism in the Cathedral on Holy Thursday. Hopefully too, we will have a better idea of the 
return to school for all the pupils and this will allow you to plan the celebration of the sacraments along with the 
parents and schools. I favour a willingness on the part of clergy to adapt to present circumstances rather than wait 
for a return to “normality”. 
 
With my prayers and best wishes 
 

Yours in Christ, 

+ Joseph Toal 

 

 

St. Brendan’s Parish    –      our place of worship     -        Lent points us to Easter.    
A question to help us to give attention to our spiritual life,                                                                                                

who is the real Church if, as shown on page 2, Evangelisation is a Mission for the Whole Church?                                                                                                                                                                 
Clericalism, for Roman Catholics at least, contributes to the problem that this question addresses. Wherever there 

is a leftover of the old notion that the clergy are the only “real” church, whom the laity follow and obey, and 

because the clergy still are all male, there is mistreatment of the laity generally but of women particularly. 

Sometimes we still accept language that suggests, for example, that the priest says Mass for the people rather than 

with everyone. All need to recognise that the baptised are not present at the priest’s liturgy but, gathered and 

assembled, they actually form the liturgy; their ministerial roles, inside and outside the church building, are not 

delegated from the priests and deacons but enabled, encouraged and supported by them. It’s more than just 

“helping Father”, much though generous people, often women, gladly do so! In this light, Pope Francis’s recent 

text, Spiritus Domini, updates Canon Law so that women may become Lectors [Readers] and Acolytes 

[Extraordinary Ministers of the Eucharist], stable ministries, properly instituted, more than lending a hand. These 

are ministries from which women used to be excluded. Praying with the Pope this Lent commits us to recognise 

the reality that the community gathered symbolically in St. Brendan’s and following Mass online, together form 

the liturgy of the Sunday Eucharist. 

As part of that experience, we can share the celebration of Mass each day from Sunday to Saturday through 

the parish’s social media platform.                                HERE’S HOW TO DO IT:                                                                       
Mass for families with children at primary school: Mass each day midweek at 8.30AM broadcast from the 

church as well as on Sunday at 10.30AM, will be celebrated with children very much in mind. At the beginning of 

Mass, we will speak with the children intending deliberately to engage with them right from the start and speaking 

at all times during Mass as if they are present in the church. Mrs. Oates will broadcast 8.30AM Mass to all 

children present in school and then by video on the school app for the benefit of all of the children. It has not 

been possible to broadcast the Mass from the church at 8.30 via the school APP using Microsoft Teams.  

Please try to gather the family by your side where you view Mass broadcast “online” and follow this Mass as if 

you are present in church together with your children.  Only in this way can the preparation in the Home and 

in the Parish and in the School be carried out hand in hand this year for the Sacraments.  Please participate as 

fully as you can with your children in these special arrangements for Monday-Friday and then on Sunday. 

 

To help families in our community contribute to the pastoral and spiritual growth and nourishment of their 

children through engagement with the parish’s Children’s Liturgy each week, Fr. Ness and Margaret Dochnenko 

will take turns to present on Facebook a Talk for the children of Primary School age P3, P4 and P5 on Saturday at 

7pm. When Margaret is scheduled to lead this Talk, she will post a pre-recorded video on our social media page. 

Many families have requested the Sacrament of Reconciliation for their child in P3 and many have requested the 

Sacrament of the Eucharist  -   First Holy Communion   -   for their child in P4.  Fr. Ness read out at Mass last 

Sunday morning, the first name of each child from these class groups who want to prepare for these Sacraments. 

One child whose name was omitted was Luke, whose mum was one of the first to submit a Letter of Request. This 

Sunday at 10.30 Mass Fr. Ness will read aloud to affirm the children, the first names of those children from P6 & 

P7 who themselves have prepared and signed a Letter of Request for Confirmation.   

Anyone wishing to participate at Mass on any morning from Monday to Friday as representing the Parish 

Family, please enquire with Lynne or Kathleen.  Contact Lynne on 07803-314555 or by email: 

lynnekellas@icloud.com or Kathleen on 07585-225837 or at: Kathleencosgrove@btopenworld.com.                                                                            

Fr. Ness welcomes the prospect of always having one parishioner present with him for Eucharist.  

On Saturday and Sunday, a cantor/reader will be present at all four Masses. Hymns for Lent will be sung 

during the Vigil Mass on Saturday PM and at each of the two Masses on Sunday.  Lucy Bulloch from P5 

and her mum, Catherine Anne and Jamie her dad continue to provide us with the psalm for each Mass.  

 at 9.30am and every Requiem Mass 

will be live streamed AND ALSO the Mass at 6pm on Saturday and both Masses on Sunday – 10.30 and 16.30.                                                                                                                                                                                      

A Talk at 1pm on Sacred Scripture is offered each day AND also at 9pm a Time for Prayer at Night during Lent 

will  be offered for participation by all who wish to meditate and pray together albeit “online”.   
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PRAYER INTENTION REQUESTS FROM PARISHIONERS:                                               .    

those who have died recently: Andrew Kennedy [Newmains]. 

those whose Month Mind or Anniversary occurs about now: Gerard Lynch; Connie McGinn; Lynn McCabe          

Thomas Wright; Pat Whelan [Australia (1st)]; Catherine and Patrick Devine; Jean McAtamney; Sadie Skelly [4th]. 

Looking at our souls and wondering about the season of Lent and on to Easter:    
We have published as an insert to this bulletin the Instructions issued by the Vatican to all bishops 

including Bishop Toal, on the celebration of Holy Week. Please read it and be aware of the concern which 

Mother Church has for you personally, and for every parish community and every diocese in the world.   

The American poet, T. S. Elliot opens his classic poem, The Waste Land with these lines:                                                           

April is the cruelest month, breeding Lilacs out of the dead land, mixing Memory with desire, 

stirring dull roots with spring rain.  

How appropriate these words are for us in St. Brendan’s this year. What will Easter Sunday on 4th April 

bring for us as we learn that from 5th April [if not earlier], our church can re-open? 

How will our faith community mix their memory of the Eucharist at Mass with their desire for this 

Sacrament as we set out to re-connect with all the Catholic people and families of Muirhouse?  

Are our roots now dull after a year of restricted participation in parish life? Will spring rain………...?  

Re-awakening of our worshipping community and work of enhancement in our church:          

As a pastoral priority, we want to re-engage with the people of this parish so that there can be full, active and positive 

participation, with everyone but especially with all people in the families who have requested the Sacraments of 

Baptism, Reconciliation, Eucharist [Holy Communion] and Confirmation. Bishop Toal has instructed priests to focus 

on personal contact, personal connection. For several reasons  -  priestly, family, visionary in relation to future strategy 

for ministry in this parish, and also for reasons of his health, Fr. Ness has asked the stewards to assist him in doing this 

and ten have agreed to do so. They will serve the community by making telephone contact with those parishioners and 

families who have given their contact details for many different purposes to Fr. Ness and previously to Fr. Brown. The 

steward who calls will have no specific words to say to you or questions to ask you apart from “hello, I’m phoning 

from St. Brendan’s. How are you?” and take the conversation from there  -  short or long.      

The staining and varnishing of hardwood internal doors, facia and adjoining skirting throughout the church has been 

extended this week by Jim McAlinden. He has treated the original hardwood altar and both lecterns and seating on the 

Sanctuary, he has restored the interior of the main doorway and adjoining interior doors and has transformed in rich 

colour the interior walls of the main entrance in a way that challenges a description in words. You will want to see it.    

The Piety Stall: is stocked with booklets and cards for both Lent and Easter. It is accessible to all in the parish. This 

valuable resource is maintained to help you and your children follow the lead and the words addressed by the bishop in 

his letter which is printed on page two of this bulletin - take up, please, some kind of spiritual exercise during Lent.  

SCIAF this Lent: all parishes are being relied upon to respond to the annual Appeal. All 40 packs given out to us were 

taken by families. THANK YOU. We obtained another 20 packs. Some are available at the church entrance.         

Please respond to this Appeal as a matter of Justice not Charity. It is a heartbreaking request for fairness.  

 

 

 

  

Second Sunday in the Season of Lent. 

Twenty eighth February 2021. 

 

Liturgies during this week: 

Monday to Friday: Mass at 8.30 AM in the church for the Primary School 

children [with one teacher attending and broadcast to the school and on our Facebook.] 

Monday to Saturday: Mass at 9.30AM with one parishioner attending. 

Saturday at 6pm: Vigil Mass for Sunday with one parishioner attending. 

Saturday at 7pm: conversation with the children of primary school P3, P4 and 

P5 age group on the Parish’s Facebook site   -    but children of all ages can 

listen in too. 

Sunday: Mass at 10.30AM and 4.30pm each with one parishioner attending. 

The parish’s Facebook page and Twitter feed show any changes to the schedule. 

 

http://www.facebook.com/saintbrenrc


CONGREGATIO DE CULTU DIVINO ET DISCIPLINA SACRAMENTORUM. 

[Congregation for Divine Worship and the Discipline of the Sacraments] 

 

 

Prot. N. 96/21 

 

NOTE TO BISHOPS AND EPISCOPAL CONFERENCES 

ON THE CELEBRATION OF HOLY WEEK 2021 

 

The intention of this Note is to offer some simple guidelines in order to help Bishops in their task of 

judging concrete situations and providing for the spiritual welfare of priest, deacons and the faithful 

in living this Great Week of the liturgical year. 

 

We are still facing the drama of the COVID-19 pandemic which has brought many changes, even to 

our normal way of celebrating the liturgy. The norms and directives contained in the liturgical books, 

drawn up with normal times in view, are not entirely applicable in exceptional moments of crisis such 

as these. For this reason, the Bishop as moderator of the liturgical life of his Church, is called upon 

to make prudent decisions in order that the liturgy can be celebrated fruitfully for the People of God 

and for the good of the souls entrusted to his care, while respecting the safeguarding of health and 

what has been prescribed by the authorities responsible for the common good. 

 

We remind Bishops of the Decree issued by mandate of the Holy Father on 25 March 2020 

(Prot. N. 154/20) in which some guidelines were offered for the celebration of Holy Week. That 

statement is also valid this year. We therefore invite you to re-read it in view of the decisions that 

Bishops will have to make about the upcoming Easter celebrations in the particular situation of their 

country. Many countries still have strict lockdown conditions in force rendering it impossible for the 

faithful to be present in church, while in others a more normal pattern of worship is being resumed.  

 

- The use of social media has greatly aided priests in offering support and closeness to their 

communities during the pandemic. Alongside these positive results problematic aspects were 

also observed. For the celebration of Holy Week, it is suggested that media coverage of the 

celebrations presided over by the Bishop be favoured, encouraging the faithful who are unable 

to attend their own church to follow the diocesesan celebrations as a sign of unity. 

- In all celebrations, in conjunction with the Episcopal Conference, attention should be paid to 

some particular moments and gestures, in accordance with healthcare requirements (cf. Letter 

of the Cardinal Prefect to the Presidents of the Episcopal Conferences Let us return to the 

Eucharist with joy!, 15 August 2020, Prot. N. 432/20). 

- The Chrism Mass can be moved to another more suitable day, if necessary; a significant 

representation of pastors, ministers and faithful should participate. 

- For the celebration of Palm Sunday, Holy Thursday, Good Friday and the Easter Vigil the 

indications given last year are valid. 

- The preparation of suitable aids for family and personal prayer is encouraged, also by making 

use of some parts of the Liturgy of the Hours. 

 



The Congregation sincerely thanks Bishops and Episcopal Conferences for responding in a pastoral 

manner to a rapidly changing situation over the course of the year. We are aware that the decisions 

taken have not always been easy for pastors or the lay faithful to accept. However, we know that 

they were taken with a view to ensuring that the sacred mysteries be celebrated in the most effective 

way possible for our communities, while respecting the common good and public health. 

 

From the Congregation for Divine Worship and the Discipline of the Sacraments, Ash Wednesday, 

17 February 2021. 

 

Robert Card. Sarah 

Prefect 

 

Arthur Roche 

Archbishop Secretary 


