
     

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Ordinary Season in St. Brendan’s.     

Last week we had printed this part of a letter sent by Bishop Toal to all priests in the Diocese:                                                                                                                            

Thinking ahead to the next school term and the next set of Confirmations I wish to restrict them to Primary 7 pupils. That 

will mean Confirmation in almost every parish for Primary 7. To allow myself sufficient time to come to each parish to 

celebrate the sacrament I will add an extra period for confirmations before Christmas from Monday 15th November until 

Friday 17th December. I ask each of you to contact the head-teachers immediately to tell them that the Confirmation will be 

for Primary 7 and to ask if they would like to celebrate them before Christmas or in 2022.  

We had immediately asked Bishop Toal to come here in November to administer the Sacrament of Confirmation for the 

present P6 children.  We learned on Friday that we have been allocated 25th November at 7pm for the Sacrament.  By this 

time the Primary School had closed for the summer holiday.  

This time last week nineteen children from P6 had written to the parish to request this Sacrament. Since then, four more 

children or their families have been in touch with the parish to ask to celebrate the Sacrament. As Bishop Toal has now 

given the date when he will come here for this sacrament, please note the following TEN POINTS OF INFORMATION: 

1. We hope that well in advance of 25th November, all the present restrictions in the use of the church will be removed 

and only one Mass will be celebrated at which all the children will attend and celebrate the sacrament.  

2. If you know of any other families with a child in P7 at St. Brendan’s PS next term, please contact them to either inform 

or remind them that Letters of Request for completion by each child to receive this Sacrament have been available 

from the parish since 6th January. Four letters were added this week to the nineteen the parish held. 

3. The Letters have now been amended to record the date and time which have been set in November. Each child who 

has not yet completed a Letter of Request in the style produced by the Parish should download this from the parish’s 

website and Facebook page or collect the style from the basket at the door of the church off Barons Road.  The letters 

completed and signed by the child should be brought to the chapel house.  

4. The Letters of Request when completed, will provide the parish with contact details for each family so that the parish 

can keep everyone up to date with all that relates to the Sacrament. The primary way this is done is by the weekly 

bulletin. Please ensure that you download the bulletin or get a hard copy of it at the church doorway to take home.  

5. Our parish has its own preparation programme for Confirmation, known as Faith Friends written by Fr. Gerry Bogan 

while assistant priest at St. Bride’s East Kilbride, and updated by parishioners there who present it to the young 

people. It was used in preparation for the Confirmations celebrated here at the start of this month and in 2019.                     

6. Teenagers and young adults from 5th year and over from our own parish are invited to join the team of Leaders who 

will present the programme to the P7 children over the period of six Sundays in advance of 25th November.  

7. Faith Friends is all about participation in the life of the Parish. Many parents who became leaders of their child for the 

Sacrament celebrated this said that they had enjoyed this experience with their own child and about what they had 

learned. The parish will resume this ministry with Faith Friends, but families are expected to engage in the preparation 

by accompanying their child to Mass in the parish whenever possible over the summer and into the autumn.   

8. The Primary School will issue a catechesis booklet to each child who has requested the Sacrament. This book is the 

work of Motherwell Diocese. The parish pays for this booklet to underline that the centre and source of every 

sacrament is the Church which in the sense of the local church is our parish.  

9. Any family who live outwith the parish or who attend Mass regularly in another parish and don’t wish to participate in 

our programme of preparation, should arrange and agree with the priest there to join the children of that parish in the 

preparation and celebration. 

10. In early October the parish will arrange a meeting in the church with those families whose child has written and 

delivered a Letter of Request. The meeting will be publicised in the bulletin well in advance and the PhoneBrendans 

group will be invited to contact those families whose details we hold.  All relevant information will come from the 

Parish. Please direct to the Parish all and any questions which might arise.  

 

 

St. Brendan’s Church    – the place of worship and Sacraments for families.                                                                                                                                                                                             

Bishop Toal has instructed that whatever we do in our church, keeping things safe for all is the priority. 

The virus is predominantly contagious through the breathing in of air droplets, windows and doors in the Churches should 

be open especially between Masses.  

Further Update on the Liturgical Guidelines for Holy Mass issued by the Bishops of Scotland. 

1. There may be altar servers.  The children who want to resume as an altar server should tell Fr. Ness, Anne Therese or 

one of the stewards when they come into the church. Children who want to begin to serve at the altar should do the 

same and leave their name and family telephone number. 

7. The offertory procession may be included.   We have re-introduced this at weekend Mass.  

9. At Holy Communion the celebrant [assisted by the Eucharistic Minister] and communicant both wearing masks may now 

use the traditional invitation and response   - The Body of Christ.     Response: Amen. 

13. The collection may be taken as the parishioners exit the church. If there are two collections, one may also be taken as 

parishioners enter the church.  The taking up of Collections each weekend has been done successfully.  A Special [Second] 

Collection has been more difficult to take up on entry and on exit to and from the church. Please continue to support the 

Second Collections which are presented only on one weekend per month.  

16. In Level 3 a cantor and organist are permitted.  In Level 2 a small group is permitted to lead liturgical singing.  No matter 

the number of persons in the musical group a screen must continue to be used for live music.  

19. Married couples need not wear face masks if they are a sufficient distance from the celebrant and the congregation. 

Please take note of this concession and use it for comfort if and when circumstances permit. 

In Level 0-1 the above restrictions will be eased further but Track and Trace remains, face masks must be worn, sanitizing 

must continue and physical distancing must be kept although reduced from 19th July from 2m to 1m. We will re-set our 

church interior lay-out from that day to accommodate this significant and welcome change.  

The Stewards have provided the community with an essential service for Mass since last July. They continue to 

provide cover for all weekend Masses during the summer school holiday.  Several families who came to 

Mass celebrated for the Sacrament of Confirmation and the two Masses on Monday and Tuesday afternoon 

celebrated at the end of term last week for the P7 children, stayed on to sanitise the church afterwards for 

the safety of all. Such help will be very welcome throughout the summer - midweek and weekends.   

Resumption at Mass for families who have been unable to arrange attendance and 

the continuation at Mass for those who have attended. 

For almost a year we have used a system for attendance at Mass which has served us well. After consultation, we 

introduced two additional Masses   -   Saturday at 12 noon and at 6pm. With families leaving home on holiday 

over the next six weeks there will be ample opportunity for other families and individuals to reserve a place 

at one of the four weekend Masses   -   perhaps for the first time for a long time. Please take this opportunity! 

Telephone Kathleen on 07585-225837 or Lynne on 07803-314555.                                                                                                                        

A special invitation to do this is made to families of First Holy Communion children in P5 who will celebrate 

this sacrament on 2nd October. The celebration was delayed from May/June to allow this opportunity.                               

Another special invitation is made to the families with a child soon to be in P7 who will celebrate the Sacrament 

of Confirmation on 25th November.      

The Sacred Congregation for Divine Worship explains the role of parents: The initiation of children into the 

sacramental life is ordinarily the responsibility and concern of Christian parents. In the next six weeks and 

beyond after the holiday season we will have an opportunity to show the depth of our desire both individually 

and collectively to take up again our spiritual and pastoral participation in St. Brendan’s parish family.  

There is a Second Collection this weekend. 

      



PRAYER INTENTION REQUESTS FROM PARISHIONERS:                                                                                                                                         

those who died recently: Tommy Mullen; Sadie Lawley [St. Theresa’s Parish].  

those whose Month Mind or Anniversary occurs about now:  Gerry Lynch; Margaret Ness; Ellen Campbell; 

Fr. Gerald O’Brien. 

THE YEAR OF THE FAMILY 2021:                                            COMMUNITY.    

Saints Peter and Paul, Solemn Feast Day on Tuesday which is a Holy Day of Obligation:                      

Mass in the morning as usual at 9.30 and also in the evening at 7pm.                                                           

This is one of the most important days in the Church’s calendar. Saint Peter was the rock on which the church is built. 

Saint Paul, acting by the power of the Holy Spirit in his life was determined from the very beginning to take the good 

news [the Gospel] of Jesus to the whole world. He insisted among the apostles that Gentiles that non Jewish people 

like us, now part of one community in St. Brendan’s are to be saved by believing in the life, the death and the 

resurrection of Jesus. Christians were first called by that name in the city of Antioch and now they are found 

everywhere in the world and so we are here to live out our faith in this parish family.                                                                                                                                                       

We hope that parents will bring their children to Mass either in the morning or the evening in the way we all in 

our childhood and youth went to Mass on Feast Days like this. The Primary School bring the children to Mass 

on Holy Days of Obligation and now families have the opportunity to do so of their own accord   -   will your 

family take this opportunity?     

Baptism: parents and carers who have enrolled children in P1  -  thank you to the two families who have so far 

notified Fr. Ness by telephone to the chapel house or by email to ojness@hotmail.com of the name of their child 

and THE DATE AND PLACE OF BAPTISM and their preferred contact details. Please do this if your child was 

not baptized in this church but will now attend St. Brendan’s Primary School where the parish will be responsible 

for their spiritual and pastoral care.  

The Piety Stall: Access to it in the hall is available after all Masses on Saturday and Sunday. A print of the My 

Day by Day Scripture booklets for June and the Magnificat booklet and the Messenger magazine can be taken gratis 

from the tables at the two exits from the church. A donation to the cost is now not necessary but is very welcome.  

Special Collection last weekend:  for the Apostolate of Communications raised £360.51. Thank you to all who 

contributed to fund the Scottish Catholic Media Office. In July we will take up the Special Collection for Peter’s 

Pence. Please see the item by Pope Francis on our Facebook page today Saturday to explain the use of this collection.  

Use of the Hall for private purposes and events:                                                                                                                       

When the social distancing provision is reduced to one metre on 19th July, we will carry out a risk assessment with a 

view to re-opening the Hall but only for Parish spiritual, sacramental, pastoral ad social events.  

Finance Committee: In the absence of any other nomination Lynne Kellas who serves with Kathleen Cosgrove in 

providing the Track and Trace records at present, has offered to serve on the Committee with Suzanne O’Hare.         

Jim O’Hare will remain and thus provide continuity with those parishioners who attended the “closure meeting” with 

the bishop here in 2016. They face an immediate and important decision on whether to return to the Finance 

Department the assistance of £6,493.24, paid from the Levy Support Fund to us. On a bright note, we have been able 

to source a replacement used Printer through John McBeth of Strathclyde Reprographics. He will install it on Tuesday. 

 

 

 

                                                                        

          

      

       

  

 

Thirteenth Week in Ordinary Time.                              
Twenty-seventh day of June 2021. 

Liturgies for this week: 

Monday to Friday except Wednesday: Mass at 9.30 AM [streamed live on our Facebook 

page.] 

Tuesday - Solemn Feast of Sts. Peter and Paul and a Holy Day of Obligation. Mass in 

the evening at 7pm in addition to Morning Mass at 9.30AM.  see note on page 4 

Wednesday: Mass at 7pm [timed at this hour of the day especially for those whose work 

schedule prevents their participation at Mass with the “Morning Mass” community.] 

Saturday: Vigil Mass of Sunday at 12 noon and again at 6pm. 

Sunday: Mass at 10.30AM [celebrated and presented for children with their families] 

and at 4.30pm. 

[Mass on Saturday at 6pm and Mass on Sunday at both 10.30AM and 4.30PM is streamed live 

on our Facebook page.] 

The parish’s Facebook page and Twitter feed show any changes to the schedule. 
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