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The Year 2020-21 in St. Brendan’s.                                                                                

Sacramental Preparation for children of P3, P4, P6 & P7. 

Based on this passage from the Gospel of John which we had printed here last Sunday: 

The two disciples followed Jesus.  He [Jesus] turned round, saw them following and said, ‘What do you 

want?’ They answered, ‘Rabbi,’ – which means Teacher – ‘where do you live?’ ‘Come and see’ he 

replied; so they went and saw where he lived, and stayed with him the rest of that day.  

we informed the families of children who will be engaged in this preparation this year that the celebration of the 

Sacrament of Reconciliation and the Sacrament of the Eucharist [Holy Communion] in this parish for the children 

of P3 and P4 would be delayed to a date to be fixed later in the year than either March or May. We also reported 

that we would ASK Bishop Toal to defer the celebration of Confirmation for P6 children until 2022 and to ask 

that the celebration of Confirmation for P7 children if at all possible should be completed before 30th June even if 

this meant that Fr. Ness would preside at the celebration of this Sacrament. Mrs Oates reported this decision to the 

families and encouraged them to complete the Letter of Request for each Sacrament which involves their child. 

Many families have done this but letters are still outstanding for a substantial number of children, especially for 

the Sacrament of Confirmation.  

We explained in a letter to the bishop how we had kept in touch with the children of the parish and the school last 

year so that we were able to celebrate First Reconciliation in October and First Holy Communion in November in 

a way that had given each child the best experience possible of the Sacrament. We explained how the children had 

participated in the School’s teaching [catechesis] programme and in the parish’s Big Hug and Faith Friends 

programme. The bishop replied on Thursday approving our request and acknowledging the detailed explanation 

we had given. This will involve the Work Books normally issued by the School to P3 children around this time 

and soon for P4, P5 an dP6 children to be held back until we know when the Sacraments will be celebrated. In 

this way, the preparation in the School the Home and the Parish will proceed hand in hand.   

Read again, please the Gospel passage at the top of this page. Since last March many of our children have not 

been able to spend any time alone with Jesus or to encounter him in the place where they will celebrate the 

Sacraments - that is at St. Brendan’s church. As a parish, we shouldn’t adopt an outlook similar to the recently 

used political slogan  -   Let’s just get it done  -  when we consider the celebration of the Sacraments.                          
 

People and Priest in St. Brendan’s -  we are co-responsible for mission. Some families have written setting out 

their concerns about the timing of the Sacraments and others have passed comments on this important matter when 

submitting “on line” their Letter of Request. Thank you for your interest and the opinions which you have expressed.  

Any family which has not yest presenetd a Letter of Request for the celebration of the Sacrament of Reconciliation 

by a child in P3 this year or of Eucharist for the first time by a child in P4 this year, can obtain the pro forma on line 

or by a hard copy from the basket of forms at the entrance to the church from Barons Road.  Any child in P6 or P7 

who wishes to celebrate the Sacrament of Confirmation this year can obtain their Letter of Request in the same 

way.   

Mass for families with children in preparation for Sacraments: Mass on Sunday at 10.30AM will be 

celebrated with the children very much in mind. At the beginning of Mass we will speak with the children trying 

to engage them as if they are present in the church and both at the homily and whenever possible at Prayers we 

will relate what is said to the children. Please try to gather the family around the hardware used to view Mass 

broadcast “on line”. Lent begins in two weeks time. All children should be encouraged to see this as a special time 

just as they would do at both Primary and High School. The Infant and Junior My Day By Day booklets for Lent 

are available from today at the Baron’s Road doorway to the church together with the Children’s Liturgy sheets 

First Holy Communion children in Class P5 and P6/5:  as soon as we can with confidence fix a day to replace the 

Mass which we had plannd for last Sunday today to bring the children of this group together, we will do so.   

   

 

 

St. Brendan’s – Closure of places of worship  -  now very likely into Easter.                        

Anyone wishing to participate at Mass on any morning from Monday to Friday as representing the 
Parish Family, please enquire with Lynne or Kathleen.  Contact Lynne on 07803-314555 or by email: 
lynnekellas@icloud.com or Kathleen on 07585-225837 or at: Kathleencosgrove@btopenworld.com.                                                                            
Fr. Ness welcomes the prospect of always having one parishioner present with him for Eucharist.  

On Saturday and Sunday Fr. Ness will arrange for a cantor/reader to be present with him at all four 
Masses. Each Saturday at 9.30AM a Votive Mass to Our Lady will be celebrated and also hymns sung, 
as well as being sung during the Vigil Mass on Saturday PM and at each of the two Masses on Sunday.   

 at 9.30am and every Requiem Mass will be live streamed 
AND ALSO the Mass at 6pm on Saturday and on Sunday at 10.30AM and 4.30pm. 

On Tuesday morning the Requiem Mass for the late Jessie O’Donnell will be celebrated at 9.30. 

Today is the Feast Day of St. John Bosco [patron saint of teachers]: he is the Italian priest who founded 

the world wide Religious Order of priests and religious brothers and religious sisters who are devoted to teaching 

young people in schools which the Order itself has established around the world. They have a number of schools 

in England. The patron saint for this Religious Order is St. Francis de Sales and hence the name Salesians. The 

annual Mass in Motherwell Cathedral for teachers would normally be celebrated this week. We will pray 

throughout this week at Mass for the teachers of our parish and the teachers of children in this parish at whatever 

school the children attend. 

Fr. Ness was again unable to leave the parish last week. As Lent will begin on 17th February, and will require his 

daily presence here, he will celebrate Mass here each day at 9.30 AM but otherwise will not be available. Please 

leave any urgent messages on the chapelhouse voicemail service. 

The St. Joseph Prayer Stands: are now available on request from the church or chapelhouse.                                    

On the Feast of St. Joseph [19th March] Pope Francis will establish the Year “Amoris Laetitia Family”   -   “the Joy 

of Family Love” which will finish on 22nd June 2022 with the World Meeting of Families in Rome. It is intended 

to be a special year to give witness to family love. Pope Francis has made many comments on what will open the 

door to “good family life” including recommending the frequent use of three words   - Please, Thank-you and 

Sorry -  within the home.                                                                                                                                          We 

will have a special feature to celebrate family life in this parish.                                                                                 

We will call this the HOLY FAMILY JAM JAR PROJECT. It is aimed at adults with the intention that all family 

members and all types of families will participate. We will give out jam jars which will contain six sheets of 

spiritual themes to think about, pray about, talk about and above all “do” something about. The hope is that all six 

sheets will have been taken out of the jar one by one and then looked at and considered by the family group over a 

period of about one month. Then the jar will be empty and can be sued for a practical purpose coming from what 

the family has decided to “do”   -   use for spare coins to be saved for charity, used for prayer intentions over the 

coming months, used for rosary beads for use in future times of family prayer.  

Parishioners go and parishioners come: Sarah Boyle has made it known that in March she is moving to 

Hamilton and will leave our parish for St. Mary’s in Cadzow Street. One of the children from a family who 

recently moved far from Motherwell wrote a lovely letter from their new home saying among other things how 

much they were already missing the community. On the other hand, Megan and Martin Smith have moved into the 

Parish from St. Ignatius and will arrange the baptism of their child. Megan has immediately joined the Stewards.   

The Piety Stall: As we enter February and approach Lent in two weeks time, please use The My Day by Day 

booklet which available without charge. Alternatively, the  Magnificat Mass and Prayer Book for February and 

March with the insert booklet for Holy Week is available on request at £5 per month.                                                                                                                                                                           

The three year cycle  - ABC -  for Sacred Scripture: we have entered Year B in the Ordinary Season of the 

Liturgical Year. We will follow the Gospel of Mark, chapter by chapter during this Season. A print of this Gospel 

is available free of charge from the door of the Church entering from Barons Road.                                                                                                  
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PRAYER INTENTION REQUESTS FROM PARISHIONERS:                                                                                                                                         

those who have died recently: Frances O’Donnell; Rose O’Hara [St. Ignatius]; Stephen Hunter [Hamilton];     

Jean Parks [Cumbernauld]; Margaret Daly; Shaunie Langton 

for those whose Month Mind or Anniversary occurs about now: James Casey [23yrs today] and his father; 

Betty Devlin [10 yrs]; Peter Parks (52 years today) & the deceased members of the Parks and Docherty families; 

Robert Garvin; Margaret Fagan, Michael Fagan (Snr & Jnr), Peter Fagan, Hugh Kennedy; James Boyle.   

Review of last week and looking forward to next week                                                                                        

The Octave [eight days from 18th to 25th January] of Prayer for Christian Unity: last Monday, the Feast of the 

Conversion of St. Paul we completed the eight days of prayers for unity among Christians. We followed a theme taken 

from Chapter 15 of the Gospel of John. When speaking to his disciples during the Last Supper, Jesus had declared  

Remain in my love and you will bear much fruit. The theme had been chosen by the Religious Sisters in the multi -

denominational Christian Community at Grandchamp Switzerland at the request of Churches Together.  

Sunday of the Word of God: last Sunday we followed the instruction given by Pope Francis and repeated by our 

bishop that every parish should mark in some way this day of celebration of God’s Word. Consider this sentence in the 

Gospel of Mark from Friday’s reading at Mass: Using many parables like these [the Sower of the seed and also the 

Mustard Seed], he [Jesus] spoke the word to them, so far as they were capable of understanding it. He would not 

speak to them except in parables. The pope for the whole world and our bishop for the Diocese of Motherwell, joined 

by us in St. Brendan’s, have a mission to bring the depth of God’s Word as found in the whole of Scripture, ever more 

deeply into the lives of those who love Jesus. This is because he is the focus of all the books of the Bible. 

Tuesday is Candlemas Day, the Feast of the Presentation of Jesus as a “forty days old” infant in the Temple in 

Jerusalem. We will bless a symbolic number of candles for our use in liturgies throughout the year   

Wednesday: the Feast of St. Blaise  -   blessing at Mass [delivered on line] of the throats and all other ills of the body.  

Parish Finance: The Financial Year 2020 Statement and Accounts covering from 1st January to 31st December 2020 

has been submitted to the Diocese. A Summary of this Statement with Notes for parishioners is distributed to 

parishioners as an insert to this bulletin. It can also be downloaded from our media sites or read “on line” at those sites.  

Fr. Ness will comment about the information in the summary during the Saturday morning Talk with parishioners 

which is broadcast live on Facebook at 11AM.  

Bishop Toal has written to every Parish Priest concerning the financial harm suffered by many parishes due to the 

closure and then the restricted opening of churches during last year. He is seeking financial help for those parishes. 

Overall in the Diocese, it seems that many people have thought that there was no need to continue to contribute 

through weekly collections if the church was closed. When the churches were allowed to open under a restriction in 

numbers attending, some parishioners and families who opted not to attend or who couldn’t obtain a place at the Mass 

of their choice, did not make any financial contribution to the parish. Yet parishes relied on that weekly income as 

many parishes like many families operate on the basis that weekly income is matched by weekly expenditure. 

Fortunately for us, such a “Pay for View” outlook did not apply here. Many parishioners continued to make regular if 

not always weekly payments at the same or a higher level than previously. The Summary shows that we have met all 

of our outlays and have made a significant repayment against our ongoing debt to the Pastoral Investment Fund 

Parish’s Finance Committee: we repeat the request for nominees to replace John, Jim and Evelyn on this committee.  

  

  

Fourth Sunday in the Ordinary Season  

in the Liturgical Year of the Church.                                

Thirty first January 2021. 

 

Liturgies during this week.                                                                                                                             

Monday to Saturday  -  except Tuesday: Mass at 9.30AM with one parishioner 

attending. 

Tuesday at 9.30AM: Requiem Mass for the late Jessie O’ Donnell. 

Saturday at 6pm: Vigil Mass for Sunday with one parishioner attending.                                                                                                                                                                        

Sunday: Mass at 10.30AM and 4.30pm each with one parishioner attending.  

 

 

The parish’s Facebook page and Twitter feed show any changes to the schedule.                                                                                                         

                                                                                      

http://www.facebook.com/saintbrenrc


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

PARISH DEBT OWED TO DIOCESE 

1/1/2020: DEBT = £34,442.43 31/12/2020: DEBT = £18,292.43 

 

 

 

 

 

PARISH INCOME 
 £  £ 

Offertory Collections  46,662.13 Fundraising 2,125.88 

Gift Aid Repayment 7,448.34 Stall Income 3,292.47 

Special Collections 3,960.67 Donations 10,454.18 

Votive Candles 3,223.96 Refunds 2,810.26 

Hall Rental 1,100.00   
    

TOTAL INCOME: £81,077.89 
Many parishioners had increased their contributions since closure last March. Several joined Gift Aid 

and others have made direct payments to the Parish’s Bank Account. Thank you. The total closure from 

March to July reduced our income but not our expenditure. We need to heat and maintain the church 

for one person as for many. Income increased from July to October when 50 parishioners could 

routinely attend but then fell again when numbers were restricted to 20 and then again since numbers 

reduced to nil. Please restore the weekly contributions so that we might meet our expenditure in 2021. 

 PARISH EXPENDITURE 
 £  £ 

Housekeeping  1,174.66 Audit/ Inspection Fee 960.00 

House Furnishings 40.00 Special Collections 3,960.67 

Church Repairs 3,463.00 Diocesan Levy 11,989.04 

Church Furnishings 2,698.37 PIF Interest 827.07 

Divine Service 9,664.71 Parish Debt repaid  16,150.00 

Stall 3,352.09 Telephone/Broadband 811.85 

Supply [Priests] Costs 875.00 Heat & Light 4,671.39 

Hall Repairs 997.92 Council Tax 1,196.08 

Ground Repairs 86.53 Gifts from Parish 948.00 

Office Print, stationery, admin 3,958.24   
    

TOTAL EXPENDITURE: £67,824.62 
 

We try to keep the expenses as low as possible but at the same time we have a responsibility to ensure that the 

church, hall and house are properly maintained, and any repairs/improvements are carried out.  The Insurance 

premium [£3000 approx] for the church and house is not included in this year’s account, as because of the closure 

of churches, payment of all premiums in the Diocese has been delayed until April by the insurance company.   

 

THANK YOU FOR YOUR SUPPORT 
Matters of finance have traditionally been reserved to the judgement of the Parish Priest. Many priests have no 

training or experience in such matters and their concern should be reserved to the spiritual and pastoral wellbeing 

of parishioners and the parish. We need young yet experienced parishioners to share this task with the priest and 

to replace, Jim, John and Evelyn on the Finance Committee. Is there a reason in a parish built on young families 

that the present generation won’t follow the lead of those who built this parish from nothing to what it is today? 

PARISH RESERVES (Total of all funds held in Bank) 
 

1/1/2020: RESERVES = £1,727.03  31/12/2020: RESERVES = £14,980.30 

ST BRENDAN’S PARISH ~ FINANCE REPORT  
1st January 2020 – 31st December 2020 

Finance Committee: Fr Ness, Evelyn Dunbar, John Campbell and Jim O’Hare. 

Finance 
Facts 

 

The parish pays 

a Diocesan 

Levy of 24% of 

our Offertory 

and Gift Aid 

Income.  This 

year it was 

£11,989.04. 

 

Some Average 

Weekly Costs 
 

Levy 

£230.56 

Heat & Light 

£89.83 

Divine Service 

£185.86 

Church Repairs 

£66.60 

Office Print etc 

£76.12 

 

 

 

 

If you have any 

questions 

regarding this 

report, please 

contact Fr Ness.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

GIFT AID 

REALLY 

PROVIDES 

INCOME TO 

US AT NO 

COST TO 

YOU! 

 If you are a 

taxpayer, please 

consider signing 

up for Gift Aid 


