
       

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

    

                                                   Our Spiritual Life.                                                                                                
First Holy Communion this weekend for the Church’s year [May] 2021.                       

Saturday morning at 11AM and returning as a class for Mass on Sunday at 10.30AM.  

This day is for the P4 class from St. Brendan’s Primary School 2020-2021, who are now 

only slightly older but are very much wiser as the P5 class in the year 2021-2022. 

Brought up in the experience and teaching of a Catholic School, the children have waited patiently until 

this day to receive the Blessed Sacrament for the first time in what we describe as First Holy Communion.  

Many have sat in church with their parents and grandparents and with the schoolchildren receiving a 

blessing at each Mass but not the Sacramental presence of Jesus Christ, which they have wanted.  They 

have earned our admiration by the way in which each child has brought their presence into our community 

during the many weeks of preparation and supported by their families wonderfully well. When asked in the 

final days of preparation whether they felt they belonged in the church building they cried out immediately 

and in one voice that they do. May they always feel that they belong in the one Church of Jesus Christ.    

In the sacristy, the calendar for the year 2021 which the Salesian Fathers send to us, the page for the month 

of October has this caption displayed on it, which was written by St. John Bosco who founded that Order:                                                                                                                    

“Do you want to do something good? Teach the young. Do you want to perform a holy act?  Teach the 

young. Do you want to do a holy thing? Teach the young. Truly, now and for the future, among holy things, 

this is the holiest. 

Bishop Toal wrote this [in July] about the Eucharist which the children will share today.                              
On 2nd October, the P5 children in St. Brendan’s and their families will  hear the Gospel of the Miracle of the Loaves and 
the Fish, when Jesus fed many people gathered around him with the five barley loaves and two fish – “Then Jesus took 
the loaves, gave thanks, and gave them out to all who were sitting ready; he then did the same with the fish, giving out 
as much as was wanted”. Hearing of the Lord’s abundant blessing on the hungry people we are encouraged to place our 
faith in the Lord’s generosity when he feeds us with his Body and Blood in the Holy Eucharist. We also are hungry for the 
Lord’s love and protection, and particularly for the sacramental nourishment he offers to us in Holy Communion. We 
come, therefore, to each Celebration of Mass in anticipation and thanksgiving for such a wonderful gift.  

Jesus’ teaches about himself as the Bread of Life that has come down from heaven – “I am the living bread which has come 

down from heaven. Anyone who eats this bread will live forever; and the bread that I shall give is my flesh for the life of the 

world”. Our firm faith in the miracle of the Eucharist, that the Lord’s Body and Blood become truly present in the 

consecrated bread and wine, is strengthened and renewed by the Lord’s own words and our participation in the holy 

mysteries of his passion, death and resurrection renewed for us in the Holy Sacrifice of the Mass. I invite you to listen 

attentively to the Lord’s words and to renew your faith in the salvation made present for us in each Mass celebrated. 

In John’s Gospel at chapter 6, Jesus asked the apostles if they wished to leave him as many others were doing because of his 

teaching on Holy Communion which they found “intolerable language”, and Simon Peter answered, “Lord, who shall we go 

to? You have the message of eternal life, and we believe; you are the Holy One of God”. When present at Mass may this 

profession of faith be ours and may the Lord reassure us of its truth and of all goodness he bestows upon us. 

Do you know the name of the apostle who told Jesus that there was a young boy present who at five barley loaves and 

two fish? Ryan, one of the First Holy Communion children knows the name, and I’m sure he’ll answer if you ask.   

Thoughts on Holy Communion preparation this year in our parish for children of P5:                                                                                                                         

every parish must engage fully with parents in the preparation of their children for the celebration of the Sacraments of 

Baptism, Confirmation, Holy Communion and, linked to these Sacraments, also the Sacrament of Reconciliation. In this 

parish our spiritual life is directed at every opportunity at building up the worshipping community at Mass each Sunday. The 

best way of doing this is undoubtedly by focussing on Sacramental preparation of children.   

Bishop Toal reminds the parents of children who are celebrating the Sacraments while at Primary School about 

engaging fully with their parish. The bishop has commented after speaking to those priests who serve as Deans in our 

Diocese that “a lack of family attendance at Sunday Mass is noticeable, with the question being asked as to whether 

children who celebrated Holy Communion [earlier this year] have since received a “second” communion.  

 

 

St. Brendan’s Church    – the place of worship and Sacraments for families.                                 

On this page last week, we printed parts of a letter which Bishop Toal had written to priests in this diocese 

about several matters, one being the holding of the Synod in the Church in 2023.  Bishop Toal wrote this:                                                               

It is necessary to reflect on where we are at present, particularly with regard to people re-engaging in the 
Church’s worship and sacramental life and what steps might be taken to encourage people to be part of the 
Church’s life. The Mass and sacraments are celebrated in our parish churches, and every Catholic belongs to a 
particular parish, and questions arise about the awareness of this by people and the consequences which are 
part of it – membership, parish boundaries, PARTICIPATION, loyalty, financial support. 

On Tuesday the priests of the parishes in the Central Deanery -   those in a straight line from Muirhouse to 
Viewpark   -  will meet to share their experiences of their own parish. What will Fr. Chromy and Fr. O’Donnell 
report of the Cathedral and what should we report about our parish St. Brendan’s? If you were asked to attend 
the Meeting what encouraging news would you bring from Muirhouse or what desolation might your 
description bring of our experience after the lifting of the restrictions two + months ago. The key for every 
priest in every parish when reporting to the Deanery is to consider and describe the level of PARTICIPATION. 

This week Bishop Toal issued a letter addressed to the whole community in the Diocese. It is printed with this 
bulletin - PLEASE READ IT.  Here are some of the very important parts of it: 

The theme of the Synod is “For a synodal Church: Participation, Communion, and Mission”. Bishops and other 
delegates representing the Universal Church will meet in Rome but, before that, Pope Francis has invited the 
whole People of God to participate. He has asked, indeed strongly insisted, that each Diocese set up a process 
in which all the baptised can meet in prayer, listening, and discerning to hear what the Holy Spirit is saying to the 
Church (cf. Revelations 3:22) at this moment in history. An important invitation has been given and as the Diocese 

of Motherwell we must try to respond. 

Pope Benedict XVI developed this in his teaching on co-responsibility: “Co-responsibility demands a change in 
mindset, especially concerning the role of lay people in the Church. They should not be regarded as 
‘collaborators’ of the clergy, but rather as people who are really ‘co-responsible’ for the Church’s being and 
acting”. DO WE HAVE PARISHIONERS WILLING TO BE CO-RESPONSIBLE AND JOIN IN THE SYNODAL PROCESS? 

This “change in mindset” is the conversion which Pope Francis calls all of us to undergo, both personally and as 
an institution; indeed he calls for an “ecclesial conversion”. The history of the Church he says “has always been 
marked by departures, shifts, changes. The path, of course, …is an invitation to discover the movement of the heart 
which, paradoxically, needs to depart in order to remain, to change in order to be faithful”.  

The opportunity to explore what it means to be a synodal church, to deepen our communion and participation 
in the life and mission of the Church, is a gift from God and also a responsibility opened before us by Pope 
Francis. My hope and prayer is that we all will respond with commitment and enthusiasm to what is being asked 
of us so that we can go in “full accord and of one mind” sharing the “same mind that was in Christ Jesus”.  

This week presents the final opportunity for this parish and every parish to declare the level of participation in 
the synodal process within our own diocese. If there is to be any lasting effect for the years of ministry in this 
parish it must be the establishing of a parishioner approved emphasis in preparation for the Sacraments and an 
engagement with the parents and grandparents. This involves all the parish ministries beginning with Stewarding 
and in particular Children’s Liturgy, consistently from Primary one through to Primary seven. It involves close 
collaboration with the Primary School and the High School while the centre must always be the parish itself. In the 
coming year of preparation for First Holy Communion a significant proportion of children in P4 will not be involved.   

And so, for Primary 1 pupils in St. Brendan’s: we invite all families with children in this class, looking to the 

future celebration of Sacraments in this parish, to come to Mass, next Sunday 10th October at 10.30AM. Bring 

a copy of the child’s Baptismal Certificate and give it to one of our Children’s Liturgy leaders for Fr. Ness 

with a note of the contact details.  PLEASE, MAKE THIS KNOWN TO ALL P1 FAMILIES. Next Week 

clashes with the October Holiday but every week clashes with something. It is all a matter of PRIORITIES. 

Next Sunday will give an indication of the Mission of parishioners in St. Brendan’s to spread the Gospel.  

 

 

 



PRAYER INTENTION REQUESTS FROM PARISHIONERS:                                                                                                                                         

those who have died recently: Anthony Friary; Agnes Ross; Liz Gilchrist; John Leslie;  

Birthday Remembrance: Anne Brown 

those whose Month Mind or Anniversary occur about now: Connie McGinn; Gerry Lynch; Henry Douglas; 

Appreciation: Sarah Boyle thanks us for continuing to pray for Fr. Ivan Boyle, her son, and for Anne Marie and 

Alandra in her family during their continuing illness. Mass will be celebrated for us all here on Wednesday. 

THE YEAR OF THE FAMILY 2021:          COMMUNITY AND THE SCHOOL COMMUNITY. 

World Day of Prayer for the Care of Creation: Pope Francis has spoken of the World Day of Prayer for the Care of 

Creation, and the Season of Creation, which will conclude tomorrow, the Feast of St. Francis of Assisi. This year's 

theme is, "A Home for All? Renewing God's home",                                                                                                              

The Care of Creation Office at the Bishops' Conference offers to all parishes the printed prayer intentions and thoughts 

for reflection to help focus on COP26. Every Sunday from today until 31st October when COP26 begins in Glasgow. 

When so much of our bulletin weekly focusses on our children let us pray and act for a better environment.   

Our Lady’s High School chaplaincy: Mass has been celebrated in recent weeks with all first year and all second year 

classes. The PARTICIPATION of all the young people has been very uplifting especially one second year class.                                                                                                                                                                                                       

Confirmation on 25th November: three letters P  -  E  -  W  are an easy way to remember the basis of good 

preparation. PRAYER, ENCOUNTER, WITNESS.  This preparation involves all the young people in P7 who have 

personally requested the Sacrament. The Confirmation Faith Friends programme will be delivered after 10.30AM 

Mass for one hour beginning on 24th October and continuing until 21st November.  

The Saturday Vigil Mass: Jamie and Lucy will be on their own this Saturday Vigil Mass.  Lucy from P6 will 

lead the hymns as her mum can’t help her this week. Well done Lucy. All young singers from Primary and High 

Schools are invited to join Lucy and her mum to participate to the full in our music ministry.  

Each Wednesday, immediately after Mass in the church, the Coffee Morning ladies are contributing much to 

re-establish the social life of the parish. There is goodness in coming together to participate in our Sacramental life 

through Mass and our social life later in the hall. Let’s build this up again to our level of March 2020!   

Safety in the church and the hall: as a parish we thank all who serve us in this way and in any and every way. 

Kathleen’s number: 07585-225837; Lynne’s number 07803-314555. The Brownies have resumed their meetings in the 

Hall. It is now available for bookings from parishioners and members of the public. The hourly rate for hiring the Hall 

is £15 per hour with a discount to parishioners. Richard keeps the diary of bookings.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                      

The platform and ramp: the ornamental steelwork will be added within the next ten days to complete the project. 

Car Park: the Diocesan Fabric and Planning Committee has granted permission to explore the re-surfacing of the car 

park in conjunction with North Lanarkshire Council if that proves to be the best for the parish. The Trustees of the 

Diocese had authorized this on the previous week for the future regulated use of the car park.   

School fundraising for ICT improvements: Mrs Oates appreciates very much the support given by parishioners 

after Fr. Ness cycled three times round Millport to join in the teachers’ effort to encourage sponsorship.  
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Twenty-seventh week in Ordinary Time and the 

Third day of October 2021. 

Liturgies for this week: 
 

Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday, and Friday [first Friday Mass with P5 First 

Holy Communion children present]: Mass at 9.30 AM [streamed live on Facebook] 

Mass on Thursday: 9am to allow Fr. Ness to attend the Caritas Commissioning Service 

in the Cathedral with students from 6th year at OLHS at 10.00AM. 

Saturday: Votive Mass of Our Lady at 9.30AM celebrated for the renewal of our 

spiritual life in the church as lived out in St. Brendan’s. 

Saturday: Vigil Mass is at 5pm. 

Sunday: Mass at 10.30AM [celebrated and presented for children with their families -     

please see the Note on page 3 of the bulletin about this Mass] and at 4.30pm. 

[Mass on Saturday at 5pm and Mass on Sunday at both 10.30AM and 4.30PM is streamed live 

on our Facebook page.] 

The parish’s Facebook page and Twitter feed show any changes to the schedule.                                                                                                         

                                                                                      

https://seasonofcreation.org/
https://seasonofcreation.org/2021/05/10/season-of-creation-2021-celebration-guide-en-news/
http://www.facebook.com/saintbrenrc
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28th September 2021 

Dear Brothers and Sisters, 

In last Sunday’s reading from the Book of Numbers, we heard of the dispute around the credentials of 
Eldad and Medan as prophets. In giving his approval for their role as prophets, Moses concluded: “If only 
the whole people of the Lord were prophets, and the Lord gave his Spirit to them all”. The desire of 
Moses has been fulfilled in Christ as we all share in his prophetic ministry through our baptism and 
confirmation. Through these great sacraments we all receive the Holy Spirit and are anointed with holy 
chrism in Christ, the Priest, Prophet, and King. There is an outstanding reminder here of who we are as 
members of Christ’s Body and the grace given to us to play our own essential part in the Mission of the 
Church. We are all equally blessed and made able to participate in and contribute to the Church’s Life in 
our time. These thoughts are particularly apt at present as Pope Francis has invited us all to participate 
in the next Synod of Bishops, due to take place in Rome in 2023. 

The theme of the Synod is “For a synodal Church: Participation, Communion, and Mission”. Bishops and 
other delegates representing the Universal Church will meet in Rome but, before that, Pope Francis has 
invited the whole People of God to participate. He has asked, indeed strongly insisted, that each Diocese 
set up a process in which all the baptised can meet in prayer, listening, and discerning to hear what the 
Holy Spirit is saying to the Church (cf. Revelations 3:22) at this moment in history. An important invitation 
has been given and as the Diocese of Motherwell we must try to respond. 

The fundamental point we are to reflect is on the Church as “synodal”, “journeying together” in 
announcing the Gospel, and to respond to the questions: “How is this ‘journeying together’ happening 
today in our particular Church in Motherwell?” and “What steps does the Holy Spirit invite us to take in 
order to grow in our ‘journeying together’?” 

It is hoped that our responses can lead to a time of vigour and transformation as we strive to rekindle 
the impetus and enthusiasm of the Second Vatican Council. In listening to the People of God, the Holy 
Father, together with the Bishops, is seeking a renewed way of living and working as Church. 

The communion, participation, and mission of all the baptised in the life of the Church is rooted in the 
Holy Trinity. It is through baptism in the name of the Father, Son and Holy Spirit that “the entire body of 
the faithful, anointed as they are by the Holy One, cannot err in matters of belief. They manifest this 
special property by means of the whole peoples’ supernatural discernment in matters of faith when, 
from the Bishops down to the last of the faithful, they show universal agreement in matters of faith and 
morals. That discernment in matters of faith is aroused and sustained by the Spirit of truth. It is exercised 
under the guidance of the sacred teaching authority.” (Lumen Gentium 12) . 

Pope Francis’ teaching reflects the statement of the Council: “As part of his mysterious love for 
humanity, God furnishes the totality of the faithful with an instinct of faith - sensus fidei - which helps 
them discern what is truly of God.” (The Joy of the Gospel 119). In his call to synodality Pope Francis  

Diocesan Centre 
Coursington Road 
Motherwell 
ML1  1PP 

Rt Rev. Joseph Toal  STB KC*HS         

  Bishop of  Motherwell                          

  



 

 
T: +44(0)1698 269114      F: +44(0)1698 275630      W: www.motherwelldiocese.org    E. chancellor@rcdom.org.uk 

The Roman Catholic Diocese of Motherwell is a Charity registered in Scotland  - Number SC011041 

 

 

builds upon the teaching of the Second Vatican Council and recent Popes. Pope St John Paul sought “to 
stir and promote a deeper awareness among all the faithful of the gift and responsibility they share, 
both as a group and individuals, in the communion and mission of the Church”.(Christifideles Laici 2) 

Pope Benedict XVI developed and refined this further in his teaching on co-responsibility: “Co-
responsibility demands a change in mindset, especially concerning the role of lay people in the Church. 
They should not be regarded as ‘collaborators’ of the clergy, but rather as people who are really ‘co-
responsible’ for the Church’s being and acting”. (Message to the International Forum of Christian Action 
on 10th August 2012). ` 

This “change in mindset” is the conversion which Pope Francis calls all of us to undergo, both personally 
and as an institution; indeed he calls for an “ecclesial conversion”. The history of the Church he says “has 
always been marked by departures, shifts, changes. The path, of course, …is an invitation to discover the 
movement of the heart which, paradoxically, needs to depart in order to remain, to change in order to 
be faithful”. (Address to the Roman Curia 2019). 

The opportunity to explore what it means to be a synodal church, to deepen our communion and 
participation in the life and mission of the Church, is a gift from God and also a responsibility opened 
before us by Pope Francis. My hope and prayer is that we all will respond with commitment and 
enthusiasm to what is being asked of us so that we can go in “full accord and of one mind” sharing the 
“same mind that was in Christ Jesus”. (cf. Philippians 2;5) 

To mark the beginning of our participation in the Synod I will celebrate Mass in Our Lady of Good Aid 
Cathedral, Motherwell, on Sunday 17th October at 3pm. Pope Francis has requested that such a Mass 
be celebrated on this day in cathedrals and I warmly invite priests, deacons, and lay people from across 
the Diocese to participate. The Mass will open a 6 month period of consultation between October and 
April, during which all parishes will engage in responding to the fundamental question posed above as 
we come together in prayer, listening and discernment. The Diocese will provide materials and support 
to help facilitate the process. Please consult the diocesan website - https://www.rcdom.org.uk/ - for 
regular updates. 

As we approach this important time for the Church everywhere, but particularly in our Diocese, let us 
invoke the guidance of the Holy Spirit as expressed in the Synodal Prayer: 

We stand before You, Holy Spirit, 
as we gather together in your name. 

With You alone to guide us, 
make Yourself at home in our hearts; 

Teach us the way we must go and how we are to pursue it. 
 

+ Joseph Toal 

 



 

The Bishops’ Conference of Scotland, Office for Care of Creation 
64 Aitken Street, Airdrie, ML6 6LT 

Sunday 3rd October - 27th Sunday of the Year 

COP26 - A Christian Faith Appeal 

On 7th September 2021, Pope Francis, Ecumenical Patriarch Bartholomew and Archbishop Justin 

Welby issued A Joint Message For The Protection of Creation. 

In it they urged everyone to play their part in ‘choosing life’ for the future of the planet. Warning of 

the urgency of environmental sustainability, its impact on poverty, and the importance of global 

cooperation they  

….call on everyone, whatever their belief or worldview, to endeavour to listen to the cry of the 

earth and of people who are poor, examining their behaviour and pledging meaningful sacrifices 

for the sake of the earth which God has given us. 

…. the current climate crisis speaks volumes about who we are and how we view and treat God’s 

creation. …. biodiversity loss, environmental degradation and climate change are the inevitable 

consequences of our actions, since we have greedily consumed more of the earth’s resources 

than the planet can endure. But we also face a profound injustice: the people bearing the most 

catastrophic consequences of these abuses are the poorest on the planet and have been the least 

responsible for causing them.’ 

Their joint declaration concludes with a clear warning:  

Today, we are paying the price…Tomorrow could be worse’. Its conclusion brings home the 

urgency of COP26: ‘This is a critical moment. Our children’s future and the future of our 

common home depend on it. 

The statement calls on people to pray and act.  

During these final weeks until COP26 we will offer suggestions for both. 

 

Prayer for World Leaders ahead of COP26 

We pray that all world leaders may look beyond narrow self-interest and act in the interests of all 

who inhabit this planet. 

Prayer for the People of Scotland 

We pray for the courage and insight to make meaningful sacrifices for the sake of our Common 

Home, working together and taking responsibility for how we use our resources 

For those with far-reaching responsibilities  

We pray that those with responsibility for industry and commerce will choose people-centred 

profits and lead the transition to just and sustainable economies. 

 


